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A NAVAL HISTORY OF THE 
AMERICAN REVOLUTION 

CHAPTER XI 

NATAIi OFE&ATIONB IN 1TT9 

Taking icto aooount the heavy losses of tlie last 
two years, the Contineatal navy still showed vigor 
at the opening of 1779 and rendered valuable serv- 
ice dnriog the year. The British, in spite of their 
naval superiority, were not free from solicitude as 
to the possibilities of the American sea forces. Ad- 
miral Crambier reported that there were at Boston 
December 6, 1778, fifteen vessels of war, including 
five Continental frigates, and January 10, 1779, he 
wrote: "A fieport prevails that one 40, four 32, 
one 28, and two 20 Gun Ships of the Rebels sailed 
about ten days ago from Boston ; this Ciromnstance 
if true is very alarming, not only on Account of the 
probabili^ of their fallii^ in with our victuallers, 
but on Account of the present reduced numbers of 
our Ships, and they much divided, the Coppered 
Frigates could not without the greatest danger fi-om 
Ice have been kept on this part of the Coast dor^ 
ing the Winter Season." He wrote later, on the 
authority of a privateer, that three frigates had 
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368 NAVAL HISTORY OP THE REVOLUTION 
sailed from Boston January 18, " in order to Cmise 
off the Chesepeak," and that they had been seen 
ten days later, off the Dehtware capes.^ His infor- 
mation in r^iard to both these sailings was obri- 
onsly incorrect 

A few new Ck>ntinental veseels went into commis- 
raon or into active service, ^le most important of 
which were the frigates Alliance and Confederal?, 
of thirty-two gane each ; the first was built in Mas- 
sachnsettB, the other in Connecticut. The Confeder- 
acy was a hundred and thir^-three feet long, with 
an extr^ne breadth c^ thir^-five feet, six inches, 
and was designed to carry twenty-eight guns on the 
main deck, six on the quarter deck, and two on the 
forecastle. These ships, which had been authorized 
by Congress two years or more before, encountered 
the usual diffioultiea and delays in getting ready 
for sea. The Marine Committee in their efforts to 
expedite matters issued many orders which, owing 
to slow oommimication and uncertainty as to the 
condition of vessels and the state of affairs in dis- 
tant ports, were frequently modified or changed. 
February 10, it was arranged that the Confedentcy, 
Captain Harding, then at New London, should 
make a short omise in Long Island Sound with two 
vessels of the Connecticut navy. Later she was to 
join the Queen of France in a cruise along the At- 
lantic coast, in which the Banger was to take part. 

1 Brk. Adm. Bte., A.I>.489, Nds. IS, 22, 26, Dooembtr 20, 
1T78, 3^ii^j 10, E^braary 8, 177B. 
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Captain Olne^r of the Qaeen of France, the Benior 
officer, was ordered to " sweep in the first place this 
coast from the Southward of Cape May to the Bar 
(^ Charles Town and afterwards to Cmize in sooh 
Latitudes and Longitudes which are hest oahnilated 
to fpv9 the greatest «d and protection to the Trade 
of Delaware, Chesapeake and Charles Town, and 
as often as oircumstances and the safety of your 
Ships will admit of it, you are to ester the months 
of Delaware and Chesi^eake for the potpose of 
destroying the small Armed Vessels from New York 
that Inric about the Capes to the certain destmotion 
of almost every Merohantman that sails ; you are 
at the same time to be extreamly cautions in con- 
tinning in any of these places so long as to render 
yoniaelf a certain Object for the pursuit of the 
enemy. If in the Course of this Cruize you should 
meet with the Deane or the Confederacy or both 
of them, it is our orders tiiat you and they proceed 
on this Cmize in Company, under the command of 
the Superior Officer, to execute these Orders ; and 
least you should be seperated by Storms or other 
oircumstanoes, it would be advisable to establish 
sudi Private Signals Ihat when the Ships meet 
again they may be known to each other as friends. 
The great delay, ezpenoe and trouble in manning 
the Ships for Sea has indnoed this committee to 
direct and Order yon to continue this Cruize as long 
as your Proviuons and other circumstances will 
admit. . . . The superiority of the Kaval force of 
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370 NAVAL HISTOET OF THE REVOLUTION 
the enemy on this Coaet and the miBfortunes tliat 
have heretofore happened to some of our Ships will, 
we trust, make you eztreamly Tigilant and active ; 
the confidence we repose in your fidility, courage 
and good conduct ^vea ns every reason to hope for 
a Buccessful Cruize. Most of the Armed VesBels 
from New York are inferior in force to yourself, 
which will put it in your power to aid the Trade of 
the Southern States by destroying many of them 
and thereby to render not only essential service to 
tiie Public, but to add to the honor and reputation 
of your own character. Yon are to keep these In- 
structions a profound secret and when the state of 
your Provisions requires, you will return into the 
Port of Philadelphia or some convenient one in the 
Bay of Chesapeake."^ 

A little later, orders were sent to tihe Navy Board 
at Boston to get the frigate Providence ready for 
sea immediately and ^ain for her to cruise on the 
Atlantie coast. Then these orders were transferred 
to the Warren, and later still the committee de- 
cided to hold the Warren in port and fit out the 
Providence for a four months' cruise ; and then to 
send the Boston to the southern coast. Apparently 
in accordance with tins last order, the Navy Board 
at Boston instructed Capt^ Tucker, April 6, to 
proceed with his ship, the frigate Boston, in com- 

1 Mar. Cam. iMtr BoeJc, 105, 106, 197 (to Olnej, to Odtuuot 
Tnnnbnll, to Harding, and to NsTy Board, Boston, aU dated 
Fsbrnary 10, 1719). The msaanraments of tli« Confederac; ara 
takni from WelcM MSS., Fabmai; 12, 1777. 



:.bv Google 



NAVAL OPEEATIONS IN 1779 371 

pany with the sloop Providenoe, on a ten daya' 
cruise in Maasaohiutetts Bay and along the Maine 
shore and then to go south. It does not appear 
that any of these instrucdous were, at the time at 
least, earned oat predsely aooording to the inten- 
tions of the Marine Committee. The delay in fitting 
out the Confederacy was so great that the oommit- 
tee determined to relieve Captain Harding from 
conmiand, shoold he be fonnd responsible. That 
frigate did not get to sea until the end of ApriL^ 

Meanwhile the frigates Deane, Captain Niohol- 
■on, and Allianoe, Captain Landais, sailed blether 
from Boston January 14. Pierre Landais was a 
French naval officer of experience, having sailed 
around the world with the famous navigator Boor 
gainville ; he had embarked in the American causa 
and on the recommendation of Silas Deane had 
been appointed a captain in the Continental navy. 
The Alliance was bound to France and parted with 
her consort on the third day out.' The Deane soon 
captured an armed ship of the enemy which was 
sent bach to Boston. " Last Thursday," February 
4, a newspaper announces, " arrived in this Harbour 
the ship Viper, taken by Capt. Samuel Nicholson, 
in the Continental Frigate Deane ; she is a letter 

1 Mar. Com. iMtir Boot, 300, 301, 204, 206, 210 (Febnury 21, 
26, Uanli g, 21, 26, April 27, 1779, to N>tj Boud, Boston), 207 
(April IT, 1779, to Huding), 211 (April 27, 1770, to DmIiob); 
IWiUr MBS., April 6, 1770; Boston Pott, M&j 8, 177B. 

* FM. B. I. Bitt, ;9oc.,*Tiii, 258 ; WhartiM, ii, 387 ; Bteoeiu, 
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372 NAVAL HISTORY OP THE REVOLUTION 
of Marque fitted ont at Liverpool, monntiiig 16 
Guns and 75 Men. . . . Capt. Nicholson took and 
burnt a ship belonging to London in b^last from 
New York to Cadiz." The Deane omiaed about 
four months, most of the time in the West Indies. 
While there she fell in with the Continental ship 
General Qates, which had siuled from Boston in 
December and had taken several prizes. The Deane 
returned to the United States and went into Phil- 
adelphia April IT.^ 

The Banger sailed from Fortsmonth for Boston 
February 24 and the same evening anchored in Nan- 
taskct Boads. The frigates Warren, Commodore 
John B. Hopkins, and Queen of France, Captain 01- 
ney, and the Banger, Captain Siropstm, having fin- 
ally got ready for sea, sailed from Boston March 18. 
The ]f^ of the Banger, under date of April 6, says : 
*< At 6 A.M.," being sixteen miles east of Cape 
Heniy, *' saw 2 sails, gave Chase to one of them ; 
at ^ past 6 the Warren and Queen of France hois'd 
English Colours and fired a gun to Leeward, as did 
we, wbieh she answered and bro't too at 7. We 
brought too, found her to be the Hibemia, a Schooner 
of 10 guns, a britiBh Privatier ; sent 2 of Our Peo- 
ple on Board to help man her and now She remiuna 
in Concord with us." The next morning, " at J past 
6 saw a Fleet of 9 sails to the N. E., at 6 made 
sail and gave Chase, at 8 Tack'd Ship [by] Signal 

1 Fubl. B. I. mtt. fiM., Yiit, 268, 269; £m(«« Fo>t, Febnwiy 6, 
Maj 1, ITI9i Adam* M88., April 10, ITI9, Vernoo to Ad«tiw. 



:.bv Google 



NAVAL OPERATIONS IN 1779 373 

and nude all the Sail we oonld, alow and aloft ; 
fonnd we gained on the Meet, our Consort the 
Warren ont sailing us aU." In the afternoon: 
"Heaaant gales and fur weather. The Warren, 
Qoeen of Prance & Oar Selves in Chase of the 
Fleet; at 4 p.x. came ap with" them. Hojddns 
reported to the Marine Committee April 18 that 
on the 6th " we fell in with the armed eobooner 
Hibemia from New York, with 45 men, whioh ve 
took ; and on the 7th at 4 o'clock a.h. in latitude 
86.40 discovered two fleets, one to leeward consist- 
ing of ten sul, the other to windward, of nine sail. 
We gave chaoe to the windward-most, and at aboat 
two o'clock took seven sail, consisting of the fol- 
lowing veBsela, viz. : Ship Jason, CapL Forteifieldt 
mounting 20 nine and six pounders, 150 men, con- 
voy to the fleet bonnd from N. York to Geoi|^ 
having passengers on board as per the enclosed list ; 
Ship Meriah, a letter of marque mounting 16 mx 
.potmdere, 84 men, very richly laden with provisions, 
dry goods and accontrements for a regiment of horse ; 
Brig Patriot, brig Prince Ferdinand, brig John, brig 
Batchelor, schooner Chance, laden with provisions 
and goods for the army, to a very large amount. As 
soon as they were manned we thought beet to stand to 
the eastward, having had intelligence of a large num- 
ber of tmned vessels being oS Chesapeak and Dela- 
ware Bays." Among the passengers on board the Ja- 
son were a colonel, a lieutenant-oolonel, two captuns 
and two lieatenants. The Ranger's log for the 9th 
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874 NAVAL HISTOBT OF THE BEVOLUTION 
says : " Jogging under easy sail, to keep oar little 
Fleet together." April 10 : " The Patriot being a 
heavy Sailer, the Warren at 7 took her in tow." 
Hopkins's report oontinnes : "On the 16th instant 
I arrived in this port [Boston], haying parted with 
the fleet on the 11th in a thi<^ fog. The next day 
the Jason arrired, which is a very fine ship ; also 
the schooner at Fortsmonth, which is a very valn- 
abla vesseL Several vessels are now in si^t, which 
I hope is some of the fleet. By the activity of Cap- 
tains OIney and Simpson we manned the fleet in 
four hours." ^ The Queen of France arrived in 
Boston several days after the Warren and Jason, 
hnaging in with her the Maria, Hibemia, and three 
brigs. The other two yima were taken into Ports- 
mouth April 21 by the Banger. The Jason and 
Hibemia were afterwards fitted out as privateers 
and made snooessfol cruisers. The Banger returned 
to Boston harbor in Jane and anobored again in 
Naotaaket Boads.^ 

The Marine Committee were greatly {leased with 
the results of this cruise, sent a congratulatory let- 
ter to Hopkins, aod proposed to purt^iase the Jawm 
and Hibemia and take them into the naval service; 
but a more thorough knowledge of all the cironm- 
stanoes caused a change of sentiment. May 20, the 
committee wrote to the Navy Board at Boston: 

1 Pttm. Gatttte, April 28, 1770. 

*B<»Um(kuMe,A.-pta 19,20, ITTOi BodM Port, H»7 22, July 
Zl,Yn9; Log of tig Banger. 
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" Since onra of tbe 4th instant we aie faTonred with 
javn of the 28th Ultimo, whereby we find there 
is reason to conclude that Captain Hopkins has 
violated his Orders by retoming into Fort when be 
should have oontinoed to Cruise and by not sending 
the Frizes he tot^ into the nearest Port ; and we 
find also that Captain Olney has acted contradic- 
tory to your Orders by oomeing np to Boston when 
yon had expressly required him to remain with bis 
Ship in [Nantashet] road. We now direct that yon 
immediatdy order a Court of Inqniiy to inquire 
into the Condoot of those Two commanders during 
their late Cruize, and afterward if necessary a Court 
MartiaL If you find the prosecution of that business 
win prodnoe aay deday in getting the Ships again to 
Sea, it is our desire that you suspend the said Com- 
manders and put in others, and in tliat ease we recom- 
mend Ct^tain Saltonstal and Captain Kathboumeto 
be appointed in their room. We deem it highly neoes- 
suy for the good of the service that the orders of yoor 
Board should be obeyed by all OfSoera of the Navy 
under your direction, and we desire that yon will 
cause Courts of enquiry to be held, when it is your 
Opinion the good of the service requires it, on the 
condoot <4 such OfBcers as may disobey your Or- 
ders or in any other manner may misbehave. We 
highly disaprove of Captain Hopkins sending an 
Officer to this place with a Letter contrary to the 
Orders of your Board, which disobedience of Orders 
in this as well as in other instances were unknown 
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378 NAVAL HISTOEY OP THE KEVOLUTION 
to uB -when we wrote him a Letter of approbation ; 
and we eoneider it very injurious to the eemoe for 
the OfBeers to get themaelreB appointed Agents for 
their men as well as dishonorable to such Offioers." 
As a result of this ezeieise of discipline Captains 
Hopkins and Olney were suspended from Qie navy 
and they seem never again to have held any com- 
mand in the Cootineutal servioe. Captains Salton- 
stall and Batbbume were appointed to command 
the frigates Warren and Qaeeu of Franoe. The 
sequel will suggest a doubt as to whether the change 
in the case of the Warren was to the advantage of 
tiie coontiy.i 

After a suooessfol cnuse in the West Indies the 
Continental cutter Revenge; Captain Conyngham, 
sailed north and arrived at Philadelphia February 
21,1779. Here the Bevengewas sold, but the por- 
ehaser fitted her out as a privateer and Conyngham 
was put in command again, under his Continental 
oommisBion of May 2, 1777. In April the Bevenge 
was captured by the British frigate Galatea and 
taken into New York. Conyngham was sent to 
England in irons and treated with great severity. 
He was accused of piracy on the ground that his 
cruise in the Surprise in the spring of 1777 pre- 
ceded the date of his commission. His first commis- 
sion, dated March 1, 1777, had been taken from 

1 Jfcr. Com. Lm» Boat, 218 (to HopkiH, May 4, ITTO), 210, 
S13, 216, 216, 222 (to Nary Bcwd, Bortim, April 27, 80, Vmj 20, 
96, Jniia 21, 1770); Adam* U88^ Haj 30, 1770, TacMit to 
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him at Dunkirk and sent to Versullefl. * Seaich 
was made for this earlier commission, bat without 
snccesB. ' Franklin's assuranoe, howerer, that it 
had existed apparently resulted in some ameliora- 
tion of Conyngham's treatment. He was removed 
to Plymonth and in November, 1779, after several 
unsuccessful attempts, he escaped from Mill Prison 
with about fifty others. He proceeded first to Lon- 
don and thence found his way to Holland. ^ 

About the first of the year the sloop Providence, 
Captain Bathbnme, took five prizes, all of which 
seem to have arrived safely in port. One of these 
was a ship from Glasgow which had been taken I^ 
an American privateer, retaken by the British, and 
then captured again by the Providence. Early in 
April the Providence was ordered to make a short 
cruise in Mafisaehusetts Bay and along the coast of 
Maine in company with the frigate Boston. Later 
she was sent sooth of Cape Cod. May 7, at nine 
o'clock in the morning, while omtsing oS Sandy 
Hook, the Providence, now commanded by Captain 
Hacker, was seen from the British brig Diligent, 
whose captain, testifying at bis court martial, says 
Hat about coon, "as soon as I had taken measures 

> See »lM)Te, p. 265. 

* Hub ommniraoii hu ooma to light witUn » few yean and il 
In tlie poawwioii of Jamai Bunea, Biq., of New York. 

* Peno. Mag. Miit. and Biogr., Jamury, 1899 ; OvlMc, Jannarj' 
3, 1903; Hah, i, S42-SS0; Almm, Tiii, 340j Maryland Jounud, 
Haioh 2, 1779; Pcnn. BatOte, Ajigtut 4, 1779; Mar. Com. Letter 
Book, 201, 217 (UanH 10, Jnae 2, 1779] ; JnkivM d* fa JfoniM 
B^ le (Anil, Nownbre, 1779). 
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for fighting him on the Larboard nde, the side his 
Boom was of, he Gibed & luffed across." The IMli* 
gent luffed and received two broadsides and two 
volleys of musketry before retoming tihe fire of the 
Providence. '* Not an ofBoer except myself nnhnrt, 
being deserted by the remains of my Crew exeept 
seven, five of them wounded, . . . Masts, Riggiog 
ft Hull cut all to pieces," was forced to surrender 
to the ProTidencfl. The Diligent carried twelve 
thre^pounders and fifty-four men ; the Frovidenee, 
according to this English captain, six six-pounders, 
six fours, two twos, and eighty-three men. The 
Americana lost four killed and ten wounded ; the 
British, eleven killed and nineteen wounded. The 
Diligent was taken into the Continental naval 
service.^ 

In the spring the frigate Boston, Captain Tucker, 
in response to the instructions of March 26, came 
south to Chesapeake Bay and on April 27 was or- 
dered to Delaware Bay. The Confederacy, after long 
delay, sailed from New London April 29, and a 
month later was in Delaware Bay. Meanwhile the 
Deane had arrived at Philadelphia from the West 
Indies April IT. The plans of the Marine Commit- 
tee, which required frequent modification to suit the 
exigencies of changing circumstances, were defined 
* Ballon Poit, Jamurj 16, ITJQ ; Indg>endent C&rtmide, Jamarj 
21, HTS ; Fern. PadM, Ma? 25, 1779 ; Margland Jounud, Jute 1, 
177S I Adami MSB. April 10, Hay 26, 1779 ; Tucker MS8., April 
8, lTI9i Brit. Adm. Bee., Courtt Martuil, No. KSll (Ao^ost 21, 
ITTO). 
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for the moment in their letter of May 20 to the 
Navy Board at BoBton. " We have lately had snf* 
fteient reason to lay asside the expedition intended 
against the enemys force on the Coast of Georgia, 
and the service the frigate Providence was intended 
for, ie supplied by another Ship ; therefore it is now 
onr intention to jdaee onr collected Naval force in 
snch a manner as to accomplish the double pnrpoae 
of intercepting the enemies outward bound Trans- 
ports tor New York from Qreat Britain and Ireland 
& the homeward bound West India Ships. Bat if 
the Providence & Ranger should be ready for Sea 
more than a fortnight before the other Ships, that 
then you order those Ships to proceed to Cruize for 
the above purpose, marldug out to them their Cruiz- 
ing ground in such a manner as there may be the 
greatest possiUe eertunty of being joined by the 
other Ships as soon as they shall he ready." > 

The Deane, Boston, and Confederacy being all 
in Delaware Bay by the end of May, a cruise along 
the Atlantic coast was planned for them by the Ma- 
rine Committee. Instmctions for the Boston and 
Confederacy were dated June 2. To Tucker the 
committee wrote : " The Ship Boston which you 
command and the IVigate Confederacy, Captiun 
Harding, being now ready for Sea, Uiey are directed 
to S^ in company with each other on a Cruize upon 

1 Mar. Com. LttUr Boot, 20fl, 215 (to NsTy Board, Bocton, Manh 
SfO, Ua; 20, 1119), 200 (April 21, 1T7S), 211 (to Tuokor, April 87, 
1179) ! Boiton Poa, M«j 8, 1170. 
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this Coast from the Latitnde of Forty to fliirty-fiva 
degrees and to take, bnrn, sink or destroy as many 
of the enemya Ships or Vessels of every Kind as 
may be in their power. The Frizes yon will Order 
into the nearest and safest Ports, addressed to the 
Continental Agents in those Forts. And as this 
Committee have received authentic intelligence that 
a nomber of the enemys Frivateers are Cruizing 
near the Latitnde of 36, in expectation of falling in 
with a fleet c^ Merchant Vessels bound from the 
West Indies, ... it is their first Object to frusta 
rate the designs of the enemy by Captuiing or de- 
stroying their Vessels and to afford every aid and 
assistance in their power to the inward bound Mer- 
chantmen." They were also to ^ve tlieir attention 
to two British frigates said to have been sent oat 
from Kew York " to cruize upon this Coast, . . . 
and we need not remind you how greatly it would 
ledoimd to your reputation and the honor of the 
American flag to capture or destroy these ships. 
Yon are to continue cruizing for the space of three 
weeks from your Departure from the Capes of Dela^ 
ware," and then return to Delaware Bay for further 
orders. " As the Object of this Cruise is to take or 
destrc^ the enemys Privateers or small ships of war 
and give every aid and assistance to the Merchant- 
men, the Committee direct you to confine yourself 
strictly to the Latitudes above mentioned and to 
Buoh Longitudes as ace beat calculated to answer 
that pnipose. But if from oircaiostanoes it should 
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IiAppen that the Fnblio Service neoeBBarilj requires 
you to exceed those Limits, theo yoa are at liberty 
to do it. The Ship Cienenil Greene, Captain Mont- 
gomery, 'belonging to the State of PennsylTania, 
now in this'Bay, will have Orders from His Excel- 
lency President Reed to act in con jtmotion with yoa 
during this Cruize. Captain Harding will be for- 
nished with a Copy of these InstructionB and will 
be directed to Obey your Orders as Senior Officer. 
It is expected that before you pat to Sea you will 
fix with him a proper System of Signals for the 
Ships under yonr oommand. The Confidence we re- 
pose in yoor Courage and good Condaot ^ves as 
every reason to hope for a Suooeesful Cmize."^ 
Ten days later, the frigate Deane being ready for 
sea, essentially the same orders were sent to Cap- 
tain I^choUon. In case he should fall in with the 
Boston and Confederacy, he was to cmise in com- 
pany with them, returning to the Delaware capes 
by Jnly 1. ** When joined to those Ships, you, be- 
ing the Senior Offtcer, will have under your direc- 
tion three fine frigates, which we doubt not will be 
judiciously matured and we recommend to yon to 
cultivate strict harmony with the Commanders of 
those Ships as being essentially necessary for the 
Public good." ' Few details of this short cruise have 
been preserved. Anamberof oaptares seemtohave 

1 Mar. Can. iMtr Boat, 218 (to Tnobr), 219 (to Haidiiv, 
Jane 2, 1179). 
• aid., 221 (to inoholwn, June 12, 1779). 
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asa NAVAL HISTOET OF THE REVOLUTION 
been made, tlie most important of vliioh was die 
BritiBh priTateer ship Pole of tv^^-foor guna, 
taken by the Boston.^ 

On the 18th of June the frigates ProTidenoe, 
Conmiodore Whipple, and Qneen of Stance, Cap- 
tun Bathbnme, and the Banger, Captain Simpson, 
Buled from Boston on a cruise to the eastward. 
The log of the Hanger records the captare of a 
vessel Jnly 20 and another the next day ; they were 
both horn Jamaica. A midshipinan on the Queen 
of France gives an accoant of falling in with a 
Jamaica fleet of a hundred and fifty sail one morn- 
ing about the middle of July near the Banhs of 
Kewfonndland in a dense fog. Nothing conld be 
seea, but the sound of signal gnns and ships' bells 
indicated the presence of a fleet. When the fog 
lifted, about eleven o'clock, the Queen of France 
found herself dose by a large merchant ship from 
whom it waa learned that the fleet was under con- 
voy of a seventy-four and several frigates and sloops 
of war. Und«r the pretense of being a British frig- 
ate the Queen of France sent a boat to the Eng- 
lish ship and quietly took possession of her, and 
then took another ship in the same manner. Com- 
modore Whipple at first feared discovery and cap. 
ture by the oonvoy, but was induced to remain in 
the fleet all day with his squadron. No alarm was 
excited among the Englishmen, and eleven ships 

> Tiid:tr, oh. ti ; Pmn. OaieiU, Joiw 16, 1770 ; Ba$l(M GaittU, 
Jnlj 5, 1779 ; TUeltr USS., June 2S, 1779, ITieliolaaa to Tnelnt. 
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were taken in tliis way by the Americftns. They 
succeeded in getting away at nightfall without 
arousing any suspicion. Andrew Sherburne, a sea- 
man on tiie Itanger, gives a somewhat different 
account of this affair. He says : ** Our little sqnad- 
ron was in the rear of the fleet and we had reason 
to fear that some of their heaviest armed Bbi|M were 
there also. . . . No time was to be lost Om com* 
modore soon brought to one of their ships, manned 
and sent het off. Being to windward, he edged 
away and spoke to onr Captain. We were at this 
time in pursuit of a large ship. The Commodore 
hauled his wind again and in the course of an hour 
we came up with the ship, which proved to be the 
Holdemess, a three decker mounting 22 guns. She 
stmck, after giving her several broadsides. Al- 
though she had more guns and those of heavier 
metal than ourselves, her crew was not sufficiently 
large to man^e her guns and at the same time 
work the ship. She was loaded with cotton, coffee, 
fli^iar, mm and alspice. While we were employed 
in manning her, our Commodore captured another 
and gave her up to us to man also. When this was 
acoomj^shed it was nearly night ; we were, however, 
nnwilling to abandon the opportunity of enriching 
ourselves, therefore kept along under easy saiL 
Some time in the night we found ourselves sur- 
rounded with ships and supposed we were discov- 
ered. We could distinctly bear their bells, on which 
they frequently struck a few strokes, that their ships 
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might not approach too near each other during the 
night. We were close on board one of their latest 
armed ships and from the multitude of lights which 
had appeared, supposed that they had called to 
quarters. It being necessary to avoid their convoy, 
we fell to leeward and in an hour lost ught of them 
alL The next day the shy was oreroast and at timet 
we had a thick fog. In the afternoon the sun shone 
for a short time and enabled us to see a numerous 
fleet a few miles to windward, in such oompaot 
Older that we thought it not best to approach them. 
We were however in hopes that we might pick up 
some single ship. Wa knew nothing of our consorts, 
but were entirely alone. Towards night we took 
and manned out a brig. On the third morning we 
guned sight of three ships, to which we gave chase 
and called all hands to quarters. When they dis- 
covered ns in chase, they huddled bother, intend- 
ing as we supposed to flght ns. They however soon 
made sail and ran from us ; after a short lapse of 
time we overhauled and took one of them, which 
we soon found to be a dull sailer. Another, while 
we were manning our prize, attempted to escape, 
but we soon found that we gained upon her. While 
in diaae a oircumstanoe occurred which excited 
some alarm. Two liu^ ships hove in sight to wind- 
ward running directly for us under a press of siul. 
One of them shaped her course for the prize we had 
just manned. We were unwilling to give up our 
chase, as we had ascertuned from onr prize that the 
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two other ships were . . . anarmed. We soon came 
np wi& the hindmost, brought her to and ordered 
her to keep under our stem, while we might paraoe 
the other, aa our aitoation was too critioal to allow 
m to heave to and get ont onr boat. The stranger 
in chase of us was imder English colors ; we how- 
ever soon asoertiuned by her signal that she was 
the Frovidenoe frigate, on board of whidi was our 
commodore. This joyfol intolligenoe relieved as 
from aU fear of the enemy and we soon came up 
with onr ohase. . . . We now ascertained that the 
strange ship, which was in chase of oar first prize, 
was another of our consorts, the Queen of France." 
Three of the eleven prices taken from Ulb Jamuca 
fleet were afterwards recaptured, but the other 
eight, worth with their cargoes over a million dol* 
lars, were broi^ht safely into port when, the 
squadron returned to Boston about a month later. 
Wbipple received the congratulations of the Marine 
Committee.! 

The Massabhnsetts brigs l^rtannitnde, Captain 
Hallet, and Hazard, Captmn Williams, did most 
of the cruising on behalf c^ their state in 1TT9, 
and with some snccess. The Hazard was in the 
West Didies early in tiie year, and on March 12 
sailed from Martinique in company with the Con- 
tinental ship General Gates, Captain Waters. On 
> Clark, i, M; Mtmeiri iff J»drw aiurbwtit, 21-28; Botun 
Oaxette, Septambar S7, 1770 ; Leg of lit Baager; Mar. Cim. Lttter 
Bock, 220, 233, 234 (Angiut 24, BtptMabir 1, 177S), 238 (to 
WUpple, Septtmtwc 10, 1770). 
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the 16di, off St. Thomai, the Hasatd oaptnred the 
priTateer brigantine AotiTe, from Antigna, aft«r a 
" smart action for 85 minutes, yard arm acd yard 
arm." 1 The AotiTe carried eighteen four-ponnderB 
and nine^-five men; she loBt thirteen killed and 
twenty womided. The American Iobb was three 
killed and dght wounded. The prize arrived safely 
in port The Hazard also fought with a British 
Bhip of fourteen guns and eif^ty men, but did not 
Bnoceedinoaptaringber. After having taken Beveral 
prizes in all, Captun 'WUUama returned to Boston 
in ApriL The General CKites returned about the 
sune time and soon afterwards was sold out of the 
Continental service.* 

Meanwhile the Tyrannitnde had sailed from 
Kantasket Boads, Miutih 9, for Martha's Vineyard, 
bat encountered a gale ofF Cape Cod and ran off to 
tlie southward. March 29, in latitude 28° 80' norUi, 
longitude 68^ 26' west, the British privateer brig 
Bevenge of Crenada, carrying fourteen carriage 
guns, six- and fonr-ponnders, four swivels and two 
ooehoms, and sixty men, was seen " at 4 o'clock 
F.H. about 4 leagues to windward coming down 
upon us. Upon whicb," says Captain Hallet, " I 
cleared ship and got all hands to their quarters 
ready for action, then stood dose upon the wind, 

^ lad^eiidmit Gavnid; April 6, 1TI9. 

* Mtui. AniiBa, oIi,271, oliii, 133, ISO, 167, 206 ; Barton QaxdU, 
PebniBi7 32, April 12, 1779; Clark, 1,90: PM. B. I. Hiit. Boc, 
nil, 260 1 MmaiAtaau Mag., July, 1906 i Mar. Com. Lattr Boole, 
208, 319 (April 19, Jane 7, 1779). 
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waiting for her till about half past nx P.K., vben 
she came np and hailing me, asked where I was 
from. I told them from Boston. I asked them where 
th^ were from and was answered, they were a 
British emiser from Jamaica. I immediately reply'd 
tiiat I was an American oniiser, upon which they 
ordered me to strike, hut finding me not disposed 
to gratify their deeires, they run up under my lee 
and sainted me with a broadside. Without loss of 
time I returned the compliment and dropping astern 
got under their lee, where our Area were bo warm 
£rom below and from our tops and the shots so well 
directed, we dismounted two of their guns, drove 
the men from their quarters, and compelled them 
to strike to tibe American flag. The engagonent 
lasted one hour and a quarter, during which we 
were not half pistol shot distant and some part of 
the time our yards wero locked in with theirs." ^ 
" I had Eight men wounded, only two <rf wludi are 
Bad ; amongst the wounded aro my first Lieut. & 
Master. I int^ided to man her and keep her as a 
Consort during the Cruise, but having twen^ 
wounded Men on board, of my own men & prison- 
ers, I thought it Beat to send her home, with all 
the wounded men on board under the Care of the 
Sei^^n's Mate." ' The B«venge loet eight killed 
and fourteen wounded. She arrived safely in Boston 
and the Tyrannicide followed April 25, having caj^ 

1 Botton Oautu, April 19, 1779. 
* MasiacJUuetU Mag., April, 1906. 
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tared tvo other vesBeb), one of them a f oarteen-gnn 
ship.^ 

Captain Williams, on bis retam to Boston in 
the Hazard, was met with oertua obargea brought 
against him by the Board of War, the natare of 
which is not stated. He was exonerated, however, 
by a joint committee of the Oeneral Coort, and a 
few days later that body passed a resolve renonno- 
ing all claim on the put of the state to the privat- 
eers Active and Revenge "in testimooy of th^ 
approbation of the spirit and good conduct of the 
said " Williams and Hallet and their ofGeers uid 
men. The Active was purchased by ordw of the 
General Conrt and taken into the Massachusetts 
navy. She was put under the oommand of Cap- 
tain Hallet and in June was ordered on a 
cruise.^ 

In May the Hazard and the Tyrannicide, now 
commanded by Captain John Cathcart, were ordovd 
to cruise in company alongshore, "first in the Vine- 
yard Sound, then round the Island of Nantucket 
... to clear the Coast of the Picaroons that infest 
them." ^ A party of British and toriea had re- 
cently raided along the south shore of Cape Cod, 
and Martha's Vineyard and Nantnchet ; in Septem- 
ber a proclamation was issued by British officers 

1 Vau.£«>.£oaf,zUT, 408 iBiwtmGaxtto, April IS, 26,1779) 
3<»tim PoMt, Uaj 1, 1779 ; aarh, i, 91. 

* JTou- CaanBec., April 20, 23, JnnB II, 1776; Sorts* SaMMi^ 
April 20, 177D; MoMtaduuettM Mag., Oeljabn,lWB. 

* JbM. ArtMvei, oli, 467, 468. 
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threatening the people of Nantucket with hostilities 
if they did not observe striot nentrality. In the 
Soond the MassachnoettB resselB fell in with the 
Continental sloop Piovidenoe and brig Diligent and 
early in Jane, in Bnsard's Bay, were joined by the 
Continental aloop Aigo, Captain Talbot. June 15, 
Cathcart wrote to the Board of War that at half- 
past eight that morning the Tyrannicide and Haz- 
ard chased a ship and brig, which " hove too for us 
& hauld up their Courses, upon which I spoke Capt. 
Williams & we agreed to Engage them, be to take 
the Ship & I the Brig, upon which I pass'd the 
Ship & gave her two Broadsides & then ran along- 
side the Brig & after exchanging 6 or 7 Broadsides 
she strack, the Ship in the mean time having struck 
to Captain Williams." ' The brig was a letter of 
marqne moonting twelve six-pounders ; she got safely 
into New Bedford. The ship was a recapture, hav- 
ing been taken by two British privateers. Mean- 
while, in order to insure oontiuuons protection, 
the General Court had, <m June 11, directed the 
Board tA War to arrange a series of oroises in 
rotation by the different vessels of the state navy 
along the eastern and southern shores of the 
state.^ 

The Conneotieut navy lost its two most import- 

' Mom, ArthiiptB, elul, 229. 

■ JfoH. Cowt Stc, April 16, Jam II, 1779; Mui. Ardiiva, 
Bim, 219, 224, 299, 230 ; BoKm Pm, April 10, 1779 ; Ind^mdeM 
Ctniiuela, April 16, 1779 ,.B(M(Mi OoMtt*, Ootobw 11. 1779 i ^iwn, 
Tiii, 263-271 ;CIarfc,i,9S. 
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ant ressela in 1779. In March the Defence was 
wrecked on the shore of her native state. The Olirer 
Cromwell, Captain Parker, sailed from New Lon- 
don Jnne 3. On the morning of the 6th, Parker 
saw a Bul and gave chaae. Half an honr later he 
saw four other sail, three of them large ships. He 
then hauled close and cme of the ships chased the 
Cromwell, the others soon joining in on signal from 
the first. Th^ showed English colors and gained 
iasL "We fonnd," says Parker's report, "that 
FigbtiDg would be Inevitable. Therefore ordered 
the Ship to be Cleared and all hands to Qnartera 
in good Season. Att abont half after Ten A.if . we 
Began to play upon the Enemy with onr Stem 
Chases and as She Closed np with us Terry fast, in 
order the better to make use of our lee guns, we 
Shortened Sail by hailing Down the Stay Sails and 
keeping before the wind. A pretty warm Action 
Ensued for about the Space of one hour, in which 
we had two men killed and one Mortally wounded. 
Two Slightly wounded. The Conseqn^ice of our 
keeping before the wind while Enga^ng (a Cir- 
cumstance that could not be avoided} Brought the 
Enemies other Ships Close up with us veny fast ; 
and as we foand we had ConBiderably Disabled our 
Antagonist By Shooting away his main Topmast, 
we again hailed our wind to the Northward, Think- 
ing thereby to out sail him so much, before he oonid 
Repair his Damages, ae to bring on night and if we 
oould not avoid him, we hoped at leaat to have Sep- 



:.bv Google 



NATAL O^BAHONS IN 1779 891 

crated him from his other ConsortB." The CromweQ 
drew away from her anta^nist, bat by half-past 
two in the afternoon the English ahip had repaired 
damages and renewed the chase. She gained fast 
and MOD came ap cnder the CromweD's lee qaarter. 
Meanwhile the other ships had also guned. ** We 
were under the Neoessity of Shortening our Sail 
and keeping before the wind again, in order to En- 
able OS to fight our lee guns. The Action began 
t^ltun aboat 3 F.1I. aad Continaed till a little after 
4 Do, In tfaia last action we had two men wounded ; 
one had his Bight arm and Collar bone broke by a 
Splinter, tlie other a flesh wonnd in the tiiigh by a 
nine pound shot. The Damages Done to the Ships 
Hull were Lioonnderable. She had her main and 
fore Stays Shott away, with one or two of her main 
& Mizen Shronds, her main and fore Braoes, and 
a nine ponnd shot throng the head of her Misen 
mast. By which time the Delewar Frigate and 
UnitHi Privateer were dosing ap with ns so fast, 
we found no Possibili^ of avoiding a Contest wit^ 
Treble our force. Both ofBcers and men appeared 
to be Brave and nndaunted. I had a short Consul- 
tati<m with my Principal Officers. We hoped we had 
Done onr Duty, we hoped we had Done Enough to 
CcoiYinoe our Enemies as well as Others that we 
Dare oppose them and, as we then thought, wit^ 
Spirit too, though on Disadvantageous Terms." ^ 
The Oliver Cromwell then lowered her colors. She 
> IhuiMf M8B^ ix, 287. 
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'was taken ioto the Britisli Bervioe and her name 
was changed to Restoration.^ 

liieutenant-Colonel SUaa Talhot, after hia capture 
of the Pigot in 1778,* was employed in protecting 
the Bhode Island coast from the ravages of the 
enemy's priTateers, which did great damage along- 
shore. The Figot was taken into the Continental 
servioe and seems to have sailed in company with 
Talbot, who commanded a sloop called the Argo, 
mooating twelve siz-ponnders. He captured nz 
privateers, some of them of superior force to the 
Ai^, and a nmnher of merohantmea. One of his 
prises was taken from him 1:^ three brigaotinea 
from Philadelphia. A letter from Frovidaioe, dated 
Angnst 10, says : " This moment an express arrived 
from New London with an aoooont of the gallant, 
intrepid Talbot's taking [the] infamous villain 
Stanton Hazard, in a Brig of 14 guns out of New- 
port, after a short action. Talbot was in a small 
sloop [the Ai^] of 12 guns, and had an inferior 
number of men on board to the Tory privateer, 
which was fitted out on purpose to attack & take 
Talbot's sloop." ' Hazai^ was a loyalist, a native 
of Bhode Island, who had made himself obnoxions 
to the people of that vicinity. September 17, Con- 
gress made Talbot a captain in the Coutineutal 
navy.* 

1 IViMiMI MBS., I>, 93, 95, 2ST ; Pqpm Nev London BM. Boc., 
IT, i, 39, 41, 42 1 Botbm OaatU, S«i>tenib«T 20, 1779. 

* Sm abote, p. 386. ■ BoHm GazMa, AagtM, 16, 1TI9. 

* tbid., ScpUnibw 6, 20, 1T7S ; BoUon Pott, OotoWr S, 1179; 
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Oliver Pollock, the oommerciBl agent of Congreu 
at Kew Orleans, had snperviBion of naval affairs on 
the MisBissippi Birer and was authorized to commis- 
sion both Teasels and officers for the Continental 
serrioe and for privateers. In oonunissicnung and 
fitting oat vessels and in otherwise execntin'g the 
iffders of Congress, Follook was encoan^;ed and 
assisted by the Spanish governor of Louisiana, 
Bernardo de Galvez, who was very frimdl; to Am- 
erican interests. In 1TT8, Pollook porohased the 
ship Bebeoca, one of several prizes taken on the 
Mississippi by a party of Amerioans under Captain 
James Willing, who had come down the river from 
Ohio. A year later this vessel, renamed the Morris, 
faadbeeDarmedwithtwen^-foargims,fTdly manned, 
under the oonunand of Captun William Fiokles, 
and ready for sea, when she was unfortanately 
destroyed by a hurrioane, August 18, 1779, and 
eleven of her crew were lost. Governor Gralvez then 
provided an armed sohooner for the use of the 
Americans; this vessel seems also to have been 
called the Morris, or Morris's tender. Hoklesoruised 
in this sohooner and " Captar'd in Septr. a Vessell 
of very superiOT force in Lake Ponohetrain, after 
a very severe conflict." ^ The prize was a British 
sloop called the West Florida. She was fitted ont 

TaOd, ok. It ; Pap. Cont. Ccmgr., ST, 198, 107, 901, SOB (NoTHnbar 
4, 11, 1770, Febnimry 28, 1780) ; JTor. Com. Lmer Boet, 256 { Ju- 
mrj 26, 1770). 

I Pqi.CMl.»>iq>-.,S0,»(S«ptMdml6,1782)i ftparii JCSA, 
111, 43. 
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by Pollock and nndsr tlie oommuid of Fiokles 
eruised on Lake Pontchartrain during the fall and 
oaptoied a Brititfa aettlement. The surrender of the 
British ports on the MissisBippi to Galrez soon fol- 
lowed. Later the West Florida assisted the governor 
in the capture of Mobile and then prooeeded to 
Philadelphia, where she was sold out of the service.^ 

Through Commodore Cdlier, eomroanding a 
squadrtHi in Chesapeake Bay in the ^ring of 1779, 
oame the intelligence that " Capt. Heniy, R. N., 
Senior Officer in Geor^a, reports in letter dat«d 
April 16, 1779, from Savannah, Ga., tliat 2 Bebel 
Galleys, Called Congress and Lee, ftnmer of 1 18 
Founder and one 12 in her Prow, two 9 pdr and 
2 Sixes in her Waste & manned with 100 Men ; 
the other with ISO French & oarryiDg one 12 and 
<aie 9 Pdr. in her Prow, 2 fours and 2 one Pounders 
beiddes swivels in her Waste, attacked H. M. S. 
Greenwich & GhiUeys Comet, Thunder & Hornet 
off Yamasee Bluff, & Hat action ended with Cap- 
ture of Bebel galleys." This was a deaUi-blow to 
the Geor^ navy, and its revival was made impos- 
uble by British otmtrol of the waters of that state 
until the end of the war.' 

^ Pv. Cowl C<mgr., 19, 6, 103 (Jnl; 10, l'»0), K, 251, ME, 
est, 541 (Jaiiiui7 £», Jmw % Nmunbw 20, Deoembv S, 1780), 
M, 1-13, 66, Tl-ei, tfJ, iaO-126; Jour. Coat. Cmgr., Jolr 10, 
DwMmilMiS, 1780i ^irb JfSa, zli, 7, 10, 16, S3, A 8^ 41, 42 ; 
P«m. CJontte, Jnn 7, t7S0 ; Almim, ix, 859-866 ; Btopfari-Sadk- 
mSt Mas., 122 ; FauIUn, 807-311. 

* Brit. Adm-Bac., Caplaiiu'lMlvt, Ko. 1613, S (Ubj 23, 1779); 
Almtm, Tiii, 208 j FauUin, 461. 



:.bv Google 



NAVAL OPERATIONS IN 1779 SOB 

Admiral CUmbier suled for England April 5, sad 
the day before his departure, Collier " received a 
oommisaion as Commodore and Coinmaiid«F>in>Ciuef 
of the King's fleet in Amerioa." Of the oondition 
of this fleet he complained, saying that " the weak 
enfeebled state of the ihijH, both in point of num- 
bers and of men, give me the moat painful sensa- 
tions. I ardently wish to prove myself desiring 
of the great tmst I am honoured with, by the most 
s^nrited exertioDS." These exertions were first 
directed towards Virginia, " the province which 
of aU olJiers givra sinews to the rebellion from its 
extensive trafSck."^ The British fleet, which sailed 
May 5 from Kew York for Chesapeake Bay under 
Collier's command, consisted of the sixty-four^ 
gun ship Kaisonable, the Bainbow of forty-fonr 
guns, "the Otter, Diligent and Haerlem, sloops, 
and ComwaUis galley, together with several 
private ships of war and twenty-two transports 
having on board" about two thousand troops 
under Qeneial Mathew. The Diligent must have 
been captured before the squadron arrived in Chesa- 
peake Bay.' " At sunrise " on the 10th, says Col- 
lier, " we saw some rebel ships and vesseb io 
Hampton Boad with their suls loose, who, as soon 
as the tide admitted of it, got under weigh and 
ran up Elirabeth and James rivers ; our fleet also 
weighed and the Raisonable anchored shortly after 

> Sti^ord-SiKivilh MS8., 126, 126 (CoUin to Oermm.) 
* Sea kbore,^. 317, SIS. 
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in Hampton Boad, her great draught of mter not 
admitting of her going further witii conveniency. 
I immediately shifted my broad pendant to the 
Rainbow and proceeded vith the fleet up Elizabeth 
river, till a contrary wind and the ehh tide obliged 
ns to anchor. The next morning being oalm pre- 
vented the ships from moving with the flood, on 
account of the narrowness and intricaoy of the chan- 
neL" The troops advanced, however, nearly to 
Portsmouth, sapported 1^ a galley imd two gonboata ; 
and a breeze springing up, the ships soon followed. 
The Ameriean fort on the river was evacuated. 
Much property was destroyed and many vessels were 
seized by the Britiah, others being saved from the 
same fate bydestniotionatthe hands of the Ameri- 
cans. The Otter and a number of other small vessels 
were sent up the Chesapeake. " The movements of 
this little squadron were so judicious that the enemy 
were much harrassed and distressed ; they destroyed 
many vessels and captured otiiers." ' In a later 
report Ct^er says : " The fort was raz'd, the setu 
son'd timber for ihip building burnt, the buildings 
and storehonses of the finest yard on this oontio- 
ent underwent the same fate ; the sufferings of m- 
dividuals I endeavoured to prevent all in my power 
and in general happily succeeded, and hy it I hope 
have procured many friends to the royal cause." * 

1 Almm, Tin, S90, 291, 293 (CoUier to Clinton, itxj 16, and to 
Stephem, Uay 17, 1T79|. 

> SUf/brd-Batiomt UBS., 120. 
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Collier irished to renuun Icmger and to keep posset- 

flion of this valuable naval statical, butG^ieral Ma- 
thew insisted that their orders required their retarn 
to New York. The two lai^ men-of-war and the 
tranqtorts thereupon sailed ont of the bay, leaving 
the others to o(mtinne their depredations. A hun- 
dred and thirty American vessels were destrt^ed or 
tahen as well as a vast amount of property on shore.* 
Bicbard Henry Lee, writing June 26 to William 
Whipple of the Marine Committee, says of the 
operations of these smaller vessels, left in the bay : 
" They have already burnt several private houses 
and one pnbUe vrarehoose with between 2 & SOO 
hhds of Tobo. and carried ofE mncb plunder & 
many n^;roee. Soon as tbey see the Militia gather- 
ingthey embark and go to another ungoarded place. 
Tbey have 6 Vessels: Otter, 16, Harlem, 12 Guns, 
King's Vessels; Dunmoie,16, Schocmer Hanmiondf 
14, Lord North, 12 Guns, & Fin Castie, 2 three 
ponndera. The 4 last are [Goodridi's] I^rates, 
They say the orders are to bum and destroy all 
beCoie them; an Eastern Man whom they had 
captured . . . escaped from them when they were 
burning the Warehoose and gave us tiie above ao- 
count of their force, which is confirmed by others. 
They land between 60 & 70 men when they mean 
to do mischief." * Lee requests the Marine Com- 

> AimiM, tUJ, 2Se-29G; Penn. Gaietu, June B, 1779; Town's 
Jklait of Particular Strviea in Awuriea, 76-67. 
■ Ptim. Hag- HiH. and Bhgr., 3*aiarj, 1899. 
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mittee to send two frigates into tbe bay, a force 
snffi^nt, he says, to destn^ the enemy's fleet. The 
Marine Conunittee had already issued orders tor 
the porpcMW. As early aa the preriooa NoTember 
and again in January they had expressed a desire 
to capture or destroy " die infamooa Goodrich," 
and June 26, Captain Kicholson of the Deane was 
" directed to proceed in oompaoy with the Frigate 
Boston from the C^>es of Delaware into Chesa- 
peake Bay and on your arrival there, at Hampton 
or any Other way, endeavour to Obtain the best 
intelligence if any of the enemies Shipe of war or 
FrivateerB are in the Bay, and if yon find there are 
and of sach force as you are able to encounter, yon 
are to proceed up and attack them, . . . taking or 
destroying as mauy of the said Vestels as may be 
in your power." ' The Confederacy was ordered up 
to Chester to prepare for other service, but on 
July 2 was directed to cruise ten days longer with 
tlie Deaue and Boston. Accounts of this serrioe in 
Chesapeake Bay are lacking, but that it was per- 
formed may be inferred from Lee's letter of August 
8 to Whipple, saying : " We are much obliged to 
the Marine Committee for their attention. I see 
the frigates have taken and sent in two prizest 
vesBels of war." ' 

> Mar. Com. Letttr Book, 223. 

* PcHtt. Mag. Hitt. and Biogr., Jannuy, 1609 ; Mar. Cbm. LtUtr 
Book, 187, lOS (to Nav; Board, Baabm, NoTsmber le, ITIS, Jan- 
nary 9, ITTO), 223, 221, 226 (to Niclial»u and to Btziiog, Jdd* 
26, Jnly 2, ITIB); Pom. OaxetU, Angiurt 4, 1770. 
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Upon the retam to New York, May 29, (rf the 
BritUh fleet from Cbeaapeate Bay, says Collier, 
" I found Sir Henry Clintoa oo the pnnt oS. siting 
off on an expedition np the North Biver and I im- 
mediately determin'd <m assisting in it, carrying 
with me the Baisonable, Camilla, Vultore, three 
TOW galleys and two gunboats with the traa^orts 
and troops." This excoreion np the Hudstm re- 
salted in the captore of Stony Point and other 8ae< 
oeasee, which indnoed Collier to observe : " I hope I 
may now say with some confidence that rebellum is 
thrown on its back and that this oampaign will be 
the last of this nnnatoral oiril war." * Stony Point, 
however, was very soon recaptured by the Amer- 
icans. About this time also the British sloop Haer- 
lem was captured by an AmericaB privateer. The 
attentdfu of the British was next directed towards 
CtHmeoticat, where their trade in Long Island 
Sound was harassed l^ small privateers and armed 
brats. " The land frawes," says Collier's report of 
his expedition against tliem, " consisting of 2600 
men commanded by Major^oieral Tiyon, I caused 
to be embarked in transports, and sending the 
B^iown, Thames, Otter and two armed vessels to 
block up New-Londtm and the £ast entrance of tihe 
Sound, I proceeded on the Sd fof July] from New 
York by the way of Hell Gates with his Majesty's 
ships Camilla, Scorpion, HalifaT brig and Hussar 



:.bv Google 



400 KAVAL HISTORY OF THE EEVOLUTION 

galley, together with the transports, and on the 5th 
landed the army in two divisions at the town of 
Newhaven, which after an irregular resistance from 
the rebels, was talken. possession of by ns together 
with a smaU fort at the entrance of the harbour, 
vhich latter we destroyed, after spiking ap the gnns, 
as also many watehonsee filled with stores £c to- 
gether vith seretat ressels and whale boats. The 
number c^ killed, wounded and missing on oar side 
amounted to fifty-eiz ; that of the rebels we are un- 
aoguunted with, bat suppose the numbers consid- 
erable. We embarked the troops without loss and 
two days afterwards our flat boats, oovered by the 
galley and gun boats, landed near Fairfield, though 
opposed by the militia and some continental troops ; 
the rebels firing from the windows and tops of 
houses occasioned the band of loyal refugees to set 
several of them on fire, which oooununicating to 
others, burnt the whole town and also several whale 
boats. The troops embarked tram tbesce without 
molestation and the third day following they were 
landed agun in three divisions at the town of Nor- 
walk, which, for the treaoherous oonduct of the 
rebels in murdering the troops fnun windows of 
houses after saf^nards were granted them, was 
destroyed, tc^ether with five latge vessels, two 
privateer brigs on the stocks and twenty whale 
boats." The miall town of Grreenfield was treated 
in the same manner.^ 
iiliM0H,vIii,S»,S9^SW,8Se,8C6; 2V>im, 90-96; aark,i,lVi. 
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The inatmctioDa of the Marine Committoe, of 
June 25, required Nicholson, after disposing of the 
enemy in Chesapeake Bay, to sail at onoe with the 
Deane and Boston "on a Cmize in which 70a are 
to Choose snch Station as yon think will be best to 
Aooomplish the double purpose of intercepting the 
enemiee outward bound Transports for New York 
from Great Britain and Ireland and the homeward 
bound West India Ships. We are of Opinion that 
between the Latitudes of S6 and 41, and 100 
Jjeagaw to the Eastward of the Island of Bermuda 
win be your b^ Cmizing ground, bnt in this we 
do not mean to restrist you, leaving yon to exercise 
your own Judgment, which probably may be as- 
sisted by information Obtained in yonr Cmise." 
This was to otrntiaoe nutil the middle of September, 
or longer if their provinons lasted, and then tiiey 
were to return to Boston " We hare ordered the 
Conttnental frigates at the Eastward to Cmise for 
the same porposes yon are now going on and we 
think it very probable that yon will fall in with 
them. In that case yon or they or any of them are 
hereby directed to Cmise in Company under the 
oommand of the Senior ofBoer, and should you be 
joined by any of those frigates and find by any in- 
telligence yon may Receive of the sitoation of the 
fluemys Sea force at Bermuda that it will be advise- 
able to make an attempt on their Shipping, we 
recommend your undertaking it. . . . We now 
wish to draw your attention to the execution of the 
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bnsinesB before 70a. Tbe great Expence and difir 
oolty tliat attends the fittang aod trmnTiiTig of onr 
Ships mnst make y<m aod every Commander in Oar 
Berrioe fully sensible how much tbey Should exert 
thenuelTes to employ them nsefnlly while at Sea. 
This consideration we hope will have dne weight in 
yoar mind and will call forth sooh active and pru- 
dent behavior as will be of Essentisl Servioe to 
your Country and add to yoor own reputation and 
the honor of onr Flag."' 

The Deane and Boston suled out of Chesapeake 
Bay, July 29, in company with two ships of the 
Virginia navy and a convoy of merchantmen, from 
whom they soon parted. A snooessfnl omise of 
about five weeks was made by the two frigates, 
during which they captured eight prices, including 
foor New York privateers ; but the most important 
were tbe ships Sandwich and Tbom, each of six> 
teen guns. The former was a packet curying as 
passengera a number of army offioera ; the Thorn 
was a sloop of war. The frigates arrived at Boston, 
September 6, with two hundred and fifty prisoners, 
indoding a lieutenant-colonel, a major, and three 
naval captuns. Nicholson rec^ved the ocmgratula- 
tious of the Marine Committee.' 

On September 21 and 22, the Marine Commit- 

^ Jim: CiM. Liar Bock, 223. 

■ BttUm Pal, Septombw 11, 1779 ; Bofton Qaxttte, S«plM>ib«r 
13, 1779 ; PtRK. Gaxttu. Septamlm 22, 177S ; Tu<itr, 119-121 ; 
Mar. Com. Letter Boot, 2S7, 238 (ta Nftvj Board, Borton, mud to 
Niohobon, SeptamtMt, 18, 19, 1770). 
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tee mBtmoted the NaTj Board at Boston to fit oat 
the Deane, Boston, and Qoeen of France as quickly 
as possible for important serrice at Charleston, 
South Carolina. Shortly afterwards Admiral Ax- 
bnthnot at New York received information from 
Boston which fed him to beliere that these vessels 
were fitting out for an attack on the British post 
in Penobscot Bay.^ Norember 10, orders were sent 
for the frigates to sail at once. The Deane, perhaps 
beoanse she conld not be made ready in time, was 
subsequently detached from this duty, and the 
squadron, at finally made up under the orders of 
the Eastern Nary Board, November 20, oonmsted 
of the frigates Providence, Boston and Queen of 
fVanoe, and the Banger, with Commodore Whipple 
in command. They set sail from Nantasket Boads, 
November 2S, and cruised to the eastward of Ber- 
muda. An ofBoer on board the Providence wrote 
home that three days out from Boston they " met 
with a severe gale of wind, wluoh lasted about SO 
hours, in which time we sprang our mizen-mast ; the 
Banger shared the same fate and the Boston sprang 
the head of her mainmast. On the 6th [of Decem< 
ber] we took a privateer brig of 12 guns called the 
Dolphin."* The destination ot ihe squadron was 
not made known ontil they had passed Bermuda. 
They finally arrived at Charleston December 2S.° 

I SUinfard-SadcviBt M83., 147 (Arbnthnol to Qumain, Ootobei 
10, 1779). 

' la^epimiaa ChnmicU, TebroMrj 24, 17S0. 

■ Mar. Com. Letter Book, 239, 24fi (to Haj Board, Boston, Sep- 
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On ATigoBt 24 the frigate Confederacy ww <^ 
dered on a abort Cruise ofi the Delaware capes, 
keeping a lookout for the privateer Eagle of Phil- 
adelphia, expected from St. Eostatins. September 
8 the Confederacy was again ordered up to Chester, 
and on Uie 17th reoeived instmctions for a voyage 
to France, tiding as passenger the French mimBter, 
Q&rard. The Ec^le was a ten-gun brigantine sail- 
ing tinder a Continental commission in the Went 
Indies. Whether or not she returned to Philadel- 
phia at this time is perhaps nncertain, but she was 
in the West Indies in November and on attempting 
to get into St. Eostatius was headed oS and chased 
by six British privateers. She took refuge under a 
fort on the Dutch island of Saba, but was out out 
and captured l^ the privateers, taken to Nevis and 
oondemued by a British admiralty court, in viola- 
tion of the neutrality <^ Saba.^ 

In the orders of September 17, sending the Ccm- 
federaoy to France, Captain Harding was instructed 
to make the best of his "way to any Port which the 
Minister may tiunk proper to direct and on your 
passage yon are carefully to avoid coming to action 
with any vessel of equal or sapmor force. Your 

UmUi 21, 22, NotudImt 10, 1779) ; Tadxr MSS., Nomnber 20, 
1779 i Log of Bor^ ; Foot. Mag. Hi*L and Biegr., April 1691, 
jonrul of IdsntsDuit Jsnmion ; IWittr, oh. tu. 

1 Mar. Cam. LeOtr Book, 230, 231, 235 (to Huainp, ADB:iut24, 
September 3, 17, 1779) ; Fop. Cent. Cmgr., M, 326-397 (Jniw 18, 
Nanmbei 13, 16. 2B, 30, Deoember 14, 1779, Juui7 18, Wi, 
Uwoh 21, 2S, 1760) ; MMtadauem Spy, Fabruiy 10, 1780. 
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Ship being eotirely designed for the Aooomodatkm 
of the Minigter, 70a are in all tliingB, as far as ma; 
be, to comply with his vishes and to treat him wit^ 
the respect due to his character." On his animal 
in France he was to report to "his £xcellen(^ 
Benjamin Fvauklin, Esqr., Minister Plenipotentiary 
of the United States at the Conrt of Versailles." 
After refitting his ship, he was to take on board 
'■saoh Stores for the nse of these States as may bft 
offered by the Agents in France, so as not to in- 
commode yoor vessel as a Ship dF war, and when 
yon haTe received the Orders of onr Minister, yon 
are immediately to make the beat of yoor way back 
to this port or into Chesapeake Bay. ... If yon 
can procnre A Set of good 18 Pounders when in 
£Vano6 and yon are of Opinion that the Confeder- 
acy can bear them, yon are at liberty to monnt 
them and pnt those yon have now on Deck into 
yoor hold. We desire yon will be careful of the 
Confederacy, her Materials and Stores and that yon 
will not delay any time aimeoessarily in France, 
but be diligent for diapatdb." Under the same date 
the committee wrote to Franklin of the expected 
visit of the Confederacy to France.^ October 17, 
the Confederacy still lying at Chester, Harding re- 
ceived orders to take on board another diatingaiBhed 
passenger, John Jay, with his family. Jay had been 
appointed minister to Spain.' 

The Confederacy sailed soon after this and cleared 
1 Msr. Cm. LtOwr Boot, 286, 38& * XUd., tO. 
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^K DelawBre capes October 26. In relating the 
story of this eventful voy^e, Harding lays that on 
November 7 at five o'clock in the morning, in lata- 
tnde 41° S' longitude 50° 39', " the ship nnfortnn- 
ately lost her Bow Sprit, Fore Mast, Main Mast 
and Mizen Mast," in a gale. Six honn were passed 
in cutting away the wreck of spars, sails, and rig- 
ring, *' after which all hntiila were impilOTed in olea^ 
ing the Ship and preparing to get np Juiy Masts, 
which would have been done with the Assistanoe 
of my Offioers, who behaved themselves ezoeedinglj 
well on the Occasion, in a Very short time, but the 
next day about 7 Oclock a.m. in addition to onr 
misfortune found the Hudder to be gone, at least 
the head of it Wrung in such a manner that ren- 
dered it entirely useless, in which situation we lay 
Tossing and Drifting with the Wind and Current, 
mftTriffg uae of every Opportunity to seonre the Bud- 
der and Befit the Ship in order to proceed on her 
intended Passage till the 28d Ifovember." During 
this time the ship had drifted eastward to longi- 
tude 48*" 28'. " I, with the advice of Mr. Jay and 
Mr. G6»rd, Call'd a Council of my OfBcers Kelative 
to the Ship's proceeding aa ber intended passage, 
who nnanimonsly agreed that it would be veiy im- 
prudent to approach the Coast of Europe in the 
ntnation she waa then in ; that it would be impOB- 
sible for the Budder to survive a hard Gale of wind 
without increasing the Leake very much, which was 
Occationed by the Rudder's Striking against her 
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Stern Post ; that if we should be Necessitated to part 
with it, should undoubtedly be thrown into Varions 
Diffionltys, in Consequence of which the Ship might 
Founder ; that if we should be attacked by a Gale 
of Wind inshore, we must inevetably be Cast on 
Shore, and perhaps the greater part of us if not 
the whole fall a sacrifioe to our own folly ; and that 
if we should loose any of Sparrs or Bigging we had 
none to Beplace them ; that in the ntoation the ship 
was then in, thought it most prudent to proceed to 
the West Indias. After which I Consulted Mr. Jay & 
Mr. Gerard the latter declining to give any Opinum 
on the Subject, the former gave his Opinion that 
tbe sentiments of the Officers Corresponded with 
his and that their advice onght in bis opinion to b« 
folloved."^ Thereupon the ship was brought to 
Martinique, arriving at St. Pierre December 18. 
The two ministers continued their passage to France 
in a French frigate * 

In the fall of 1779 a change was made in the 
administration of Contiiiental naval affairs 1^ plac- 
ing them in ohaige of a smaller executive board. > 
John Brown, secretary of this new body, in a letter 
to the Navy Board at Boston says : *' Congress hav- 
ing dissolved their Marine Committee did 1^ A B»- 
Bolve bearing date the 28th of October . . . Consti- 

> P<^. Cota. Consr., 1$, 11, 487 (Huding to Prandant id Con- 
gnm, Deoember 80, 1779). 

* Botott Pott, FebnuuT 19, 1780 ; BoOm Gaztitt, Fabntur 31, 
1730 1 Fiqieri Ntm Lmdm HuL Stc, IV, i, 61. 

* See sbore, p. 35. 
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tate a Board of Admiralty and Appcnnted three 
CommissionerB not memberB of CongresB, togetlier 
witb two Members of Omgresa and A Secretary, 
to wliose man^ement All AfEairs Belative to the 
Continental Na^ are committed, sabjeot neverth^ 
less to the contronl of Congress." Instrnctions and 
ingestions conoeming variona matters are given in 
the letter. "As to the Continental Armed Vetwels 
atiU remaining at Bosbm, yon are hereby authorized 
■nd directed to s«id them oat on a omize in saoh 
Latitudes as yon may think wiU be moit likely to 
aonoy the ecemy by Captares."' 

CaptuQ Manley, after his release from imprison- 
ment and acqnittal by ooort martial for the loss of 
the frigate Hanoook, ^ took command of a Boston 
prirateer, the twenty-gon ship Cnmberland. In 
December, 1T78, he sailed for the West Indies, bat 
lifter a short omise vas oaptored by a Kitish fri- 
gate and taken into Barbadoee. With other pri- 
soners he soon escaped, seized a sloop, got to Mar- 
tinique and thence to Boston in April, 1779. In 
Jnne he took command of the ship Jason, recently 
eaptnred by a Continental squadron' and fitted out 
as a privateer with eighteen six-pounders and a 
hundred and twenty men. The Jason sailed Jnne 
19 and off the Isles of Shoals was chased and 
nearly captured by a British frigate and brig. She 
was saved by a violent thunder squall, which, al- 

> Mr. Om. LdUr Book. S49 (Dwiembei 10^ 1179). 
* 8m aboTC, p. 81S. * Sm >baTB, p. STS. 
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thoagh it dismasted her, droTs £be Kitisli veBsela 
out to sea. A seaman on the Jason wrote in his 
journal : " When the squall struck as it hove ns all 
aback, when we daed down. In ten seconds the 
wind shifted on our starboard beam and shivered 
our sails. In a few seconds more the wind shifted on 
the starboard quarter and straok ns with snch force 
that hove as on our beam ends and carried away 
onr three masts and bowsprit She immediately 
righted and the squall went over."^ The crew 
then insisted apon going into port to repair dam- 
ages, but Manley, having qaeUed the mutinoos, 
succeeded in having masts stepped and the ship 
completely re-rigged at sea in thirty-six hours; the 
new masts he procured at Portsmouth. He then 
continned his cruise. Off Sandy Hook, July 23, he 
fell in with two British privateer brigs of sixteen 
and eighteen guns. "The enemy hove upon the 
wind with bis larboard tacks on board, run up his 
courses, hoisted his colours and gave us a broadride. 
Onr Captain ordered the sailing master to get the 
best bower anchor out, so that the bill of it should 
take into the fore shrouds of the enemy. It was 
qui<^y done. The Captain ordered the helm hard 
a-port, which brought us along side. The anchor 
caught their fore ri^^ing. Our Capt^n then said: 
'fire away, my boys.' We then gave them a broad- 
side which tore her off side very much and killed 
and wounded some of them. Thereat all ran bdow, 

' Narrativt itfJaJaM BanU, 4. 



:.bv Google 



410 NAVAL mSTOBT OF THE REVOLUTION 
except their captain who stood on the deck like a 
man amazed." The hrig was then boarded and 
quickly captcied. "When we got disentangled we 
bore away for the other privateer, that began to 
mn frcmi ns. We gave her a few shot from our 
bow ohaserB and she hove too."^ The second brig 
then also Buirendered . The British lost thirty killed 
and wounded ; the Jason three womided, one ai 
them mortally. He prizes were brought safely into 
Beaton Harbor. Fearing that his laea wonld desert 
if he went np to the town, Manley procured stores at 
Hull and then continued bis cruise. After escaping 
a British frigate off Nantucket Shoals with a large 
fleet of merchantmen under convoy, which he ran 
into in a fog, Manley cruised to the eastward. Off 
Newfoundland be captured an English brig. Here 
the Jason was chased by the British frigate Suiv 
prise, of twenty-eight guns and two hundred and 
thir^men. The frigate overhauled the Jason about 
eleven o'clock in the evening of September 80 and 
fired a broadside. " Our captiun would not let as fire 
until they got abreast of us. They gave us another 
broadside, which cut away some of our running 
rigging and drove some of oar men from the tops. 
We gave them a broadside which silenced two of 
her bow guns. The next we gave her cut away her 
maintopsul and drove her maintop-men out of it. 
Both mdes continued the fire until one o'clock. Our 
studding suls and booms, our sails, rigging, yards, 
' Ifarrativt tfJoikMa Daait, ft, 1. 
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&0. were eo oat aw&y that they wen useless. Lao- 
terns were hong at the ship's side, between the 
gnus, on nails, bat they soon tell on deck at the 
shaking of the gons; which made it bo dark that 
the men ooald not see to load the gons. They 
broke the fore hatches open and ran below. Our 
captun sent the sailing master forward to see why 
the bow gnns did not keep the fire np, but he nOYer 
tetomed. The oaptain then sent the master's mate 
on the same ernmd and he never returned. It was 
therefore thought needless to stand it any longer 
and the oaptain took the tnimpet and called out for 
quarters."^ The Surprise lost fifteen killed and 
thirty wounded, the Jaaon five killed and a few 
wounded. Manley was takoi to St. John's, New- 
foundland, and afterwards sent to Mill Prison, 
England, where he remained mora than two years.' 
Ti» private armed ship Hampden, of twenty-two 
gons, Captun Thomas Pickering, of Portsmouth, 
New Hampshire, in the early spring of 1779 was 
returning from a cruise in European waters, having 
sent four prizes into France, when oo March 7, at 
ten o'clock in the morning, in latitude 47*^ 16' north, 
longitude 28" 31' west, a sail was sighted. The 
ibmpden gave chase. At five in the afternoon both 
vessels showed their colors. Hie stranger was a 
large ship carrying twenty-six nine-pounders and 

1 Davu, 11, 12. 

■ Xitdtpendtnt Chrmielt, Huob t, 1779; Betbm Gamttu, Mvoh 
8, NoTsmlMr SO, 1779; Bothm Fm, July 81, 1779 : Etmi Int. 
Coil., Juiaary, 1909. 
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eight fours ; at dosk she was lost sight of, bat 
at daylight waa seen ^;ain. "At T AM. oame 
under her lee quarter within hail, hoisted continental 
ooloora and gare her a broadrade. She kept all her 
guns hona'd till jost before we fired, altho' we oonld 
tell her porta thirteen of a side, a very great dis- 
tance apart ; she retnm'd the broadside wiUiont any 
damage, with twenty-fonr nine pounders and eight 
four ponnders and had the advantage of a spar 
deck to oorcr her men. Being a beautiful large ship 
with two tier of cabin windows we knew her to be 
an East Indiaman and of much superior force, but 
supposing they were badly mann'd, were determined 
to fight her as long as we oould. The engagement 
continued till half past Ten, dose alongside, when 
finding out three masts and bowsprit very badly 
wounded, oar starboard main shrouds totally gone, 
our rigging and sails cut to pieces, our doable 
headed shott expended, and near twenty of our men 
killed and woonded, were obliged to our grief to 
leave her a mere wreck, her masta, yards, suls and 
rigging out to pieces. Having ourselves only the 
foresail which we oould set to get off with, the sheets 
bdng cut away, were obliged to use oar tacks. Dur- 
ing the aotion oar brave and worthy oonunander, 
Capt. Pickering, was killed." One other man was 
killed and seventeen woonded, two of them mortally. 
The Hampden arrived at Portsmouth April 20.* 

1 ConftMatoI JMrwot, April S2, 17T9i Ind^md*at tamtida, 
A^ 22, 1779. 
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Tbe ship Gemeral Mfflin, Captain MeNetU, after 
craiBmg mote than a year in European waten, 
returned in Febroary to Boston, having taken thii^ 
teen prizes. She was also snooessfol in home waters 
daring the year and fought an engagement with a 
sloop of war.^ The dxteen-gun ship (General Pick- 
ering, Captain Haraden, of Salem, cruised saooesS' 
fully all the year, many of her prizes being armed 
vessels ; among them a fonrteen-gnn brig named the 
Hope. Inaletter to Timothy Pickering, dated Cape 
Henlopen, October 1, 1779, Haraden says : " I left 
theCapesat Sundownon Tuesday lastaod at Sunris- 
ing on Wednesday Momiog I disooTered Two sful to 
the windward. Tbe Winds b^og light I hove oat 
two DraggB to keep my Ship from going ahead and 
made all the Sail I oould, as though I was mnning 
from them. They both gave Chace and at S P.M. 
they got nigh enough to discover that I was a Cruis- 
ing VesseL Th^ both hove about and hanl'd their 
Wind, I immediately hove about after them, they 
crowded all the Sail they ooold and Bowed at the 
same time. At sundown the Wiod breezed up a 
little and as Night came on, I kept Sight of them 
with my Night Glass i at 8 VM. they parted, one 
stood to the Northward & the other to the South- 
ward. I kept in chace of the lai^est and at 9 p.h. 
She Hove about, being to the Windward ; as she 
past me I haii'd her, but had no answer. Then I 

1 B<Mm Qwmu, Feltcurj IS, OotolMr 26, ITK; BmCm Pom, 
Fetwnary 80, 1779. 
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gave her a Broadside, but vithont any effect that I 
coald perceive ; then I Tackt Ship and gave her an^ 
other Broadside and hail'd her. She answered from 
K. York. I Order'd her to haul down tfae Colours, 
which they Obey'd instantly ; very peaoeaUe people, 
like the Hc^, though they Had 14 6 & 4 pounders 
and 88 Men. She proves to be the Boyal George 
Cutter, a Letter of Marque oat of Kew York last 
Tuesday Morning bound to the West Indies and 
was in Company with a Sloop of 8 Carriage Guns 
from the tame plaee, she being Clean & a East Sulor 
got off dear, while I was in Chase of the Cutter." ^ 
In October, off Sandy Hook, the Pickering engaged 
three letters of marque at once — a f ourteen-gnn 
ship, a ten-^nn brig, and an eight-gun sloop. After 
an action of an hour and a half she oaptuzed all 
three and took them into port' 

The sloop Eagle of New London with other pri- 
vateers captured three veeaels early in the year and 
in May she took several more. Having manned 
these prizes, tbe prisoners on board the Eagle out- 
numbered her crew and took possession of her. 
They then murdered all the crew, except two boys, 
and took her into Newport.' 

The Briti^ do(tp of war Thorn, brought into 

> Pidcvittg ass., xzzix, 178. 

* Pom. CkattU, September 20, 1719 ; Xarjfimd Jounal, Deoem- 
liai T, 1T70 ; Baton Pott, Deoembar 18, 1T79 ; BoAm Oaxdu, 
Deeember 20, ITIQ. 

■ BottiM 0<attU, Vtes 17, 31, 1T7B ; Bottim Port, lUj 22, 1770 ; 
Fi^trt Ntv LandiM Sitt. See., IV, i, la 
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Boston as a prize by the frigates Deane and Bos- 
ton in September,' was fitted ont as a privateer ; 
she waa ship rigged and carried eighteen six-ponnd- 
ers. Captain Daniel Waters of the Continental 
navy, who had served in Washington's fleet in 
1776, was pot in oommand of the Thorn; there 
were too few regular ships to give employment to 
all the Continental officers and it was common for 
them to sail in privateers. The Thorn sailed on a 
eniise in Deoembei. The joamal of the first Uea- 
tenant relates that on the 24th at fonr o'clock in 
the afternoon, the wind being light, two armed 
brigantines were seen abont foor miles to wind- 
ward. The Thorn stood off " in order to draw them 
within shot. At 7 p.h. almost calm, our ship in 
order, men at their quarters and in high spirits for 
eng^ing. Calm all night. The next morning, De- 
cember 26, at 6 A.H. the two brigs were on our 
larboard beam abont two miles distant, light breezes 
from the west ; they, to appearanoe, were makiDg 
preparations for engaging. At 9 a.h. the wind 
sprung up from the S. W. ; made sail for them in 
as good order as ciroomstances would admit At 10 
^H. came up witii the stemmost, as she was the 
heaviest, and he bailed: From White Hall, and 
ask'd Capt. Waters what right he had to wear the 
18 stars iu his pendant. Capt. Waters answered : 
1 11 let yon know presently ; then shifted our ensign 
and gave her a broadside within pistol shot, which 
I Sm abore, p. M8. 
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she returned, as did the other brig on our weather 
bow, A warm engagement commenoed on both 
sides for aboat two glasses, when the Isj^st brig 
laid ns on board on out weather goarteT, whilst 
the other amnsed us on our weather bow, who kept 
up a r^nlar fire ; but she upon our quarter was 
soon conTinoed of her error, reoeiving such a wann 
and well directed fixe from our marines and sedng 
his men running about deck with pikes in thnr 
backs instead of their hands, were undoubtedly 
gbd to get oS again. But soon shot alongside again 
and reoew'd his cannonade with surprinng spirit, 
but after two nrthMti himmiiirlnn, was obliged to 
haul down v^^OohulSfla ^^^js colours. There 
must ha.-v(^^Smo gnnMdtnghterfu the blood was 
seen to nm out|a{tliieapunepi. ^A other brig see- 
ing her lonsort mul struA , madV what sail she 
could to ^^e lier escape^bu^mey found us as 
ready to foUmSlljgB^^v^o run, after Capt^ 
Water^ had ordered the captured brig to follow. 
This eng^eraent lasted about four glasses. Capt. 
Waters received a wound in his right knee about 
one glass before the first struck. At S tm. oame 
up with the other, after firing several chace shot 
thro' her quarter, when with reluctance they hauled 
down their colours. Capt. Waters ordered me on 
board to send the offioem on board the Thorn & 
immediately make sail for the other brig, which 
was making from ns. Fresh breezes and cloudy 
weather. At 8 p.m. the Thorn hove to, losing 
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ffight of the chaoe."^ The next moming she was 
nowhere to be seen, bat many oais, Bpars, and 
other wreckage were diaoovered floating and it was 
sapposed that she had annk. Subsequently it was 
learned that under oorer of the night she bad man- 
aged to escape. These two brigs were priTateers 
from New York ; one, the Governor Tryon, which 
escaped, carried sixteen gnna — twelves, sixes, and 
fours — and eighty -six men; the other, the Sir 
WiUiam Erskine, carried eighteen six- and fbur- 
ponnders, and eighty-five men. The Thorn lost 
eighteen killed and wounded, the Ermine twenty. 
Upcm learning of this expUit, John Adams, then in 
Paris, sent to the French " minister a Boston Ga- 
zette of 21st Felffoary, in which is a relation of a 
glorious combat and cruise of my countryman 
Captain Waters, of the Thorn. . . . There has not 
been a more memorable action this war, and the 
feats of our Amerioan frigates and privateers have 
not been sufficiently published in Europe. It would 
answer valuable purposes, both by encouraging 
their honest and brave hearts and by exiting em- 
nlationa elsewhere, to give them a little more ^lan 
they have had of the fame they have deserved. 
Some of the most skillful, determined, persevering 
and successful engagements that have ever happened 
upon the eeaa have been performed by American 
privateers i^;ainst the privateers from Kew York, 
. . . and have seldom been properly described 
1 BottoH GatMe, Febnuiy 21, 1780; 
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and publislied even thete." > January 13, 1780, ihe 
Thorn fell in with the British ship Spailin of 
eighteen guns, bound from Liverpool to Kew York, 
and captured hei after an actioo of forty minutes. 
The American loss was one killed and two wounded, 
the BridBh lost three killed and ten wounded. The 
Thorn brought the Erskine and Sparlin safely into 
Boston, arriving in Nantasket Soads Februaiy 17, 
1780." 

1 Whatim, IE, t»0, Adua to Ganat, Xaj S, 176a 
* Bat(e» Pott, Febrnarj IS, 1180 ; BoHa^ OaatU, Fsbnutry 31, 
1780; Fm fudwi !-»-— — *i— ftbout pri*ata«« and tMr prizw 
in 1179, sea Boiton Gazette, Juuurj 18, Februuy IG, Haroh 8, 
22, Apnl 26, Jiue 14, Angiut 2, Septambn 27, Octobsc 4, IS, No- 
TWnbar 39, Dwwmbsr 13, 2^ 1119 j Beetm Pott, Fabniai; 0, 
April 10, H«7 1, 22, JdIj 3, 10, Ootobw 3, 1779; JwffxWnl 
iMlgtr, tla,7 10, Ootolrai 11, 1779; Penn. Oaxette, Hay 12, Sep- 
tamlwr 29, Ootobar 6, 1779 ; Pout. Padoa, Uaj 20, Aii|:iut 10, 
Oetobti 14, Dwembaz 25, 1719 ; J&rjrlmtd JounuU, Jemarj 12, 
1779 ; Jfea Torit Packet, Ootobar 21, 1719 ; Papen Neu Lmnim 
But. Boc., IT, i, 0-16; Proe. U. 8. Nav. Intl., Jdm, 1011 ; Hb. 
olsy'a Moite Brawn, oba. li, lil. Tin ; Baraej/, 77-SO ; Claric, i, ob. 
Tii ; WUiiatu, 24G ; Pideering MBS., xrii, 287. Fin oniiM of ft 
Naw York ^iratMC, ••• Amer. Hitt, Bev., Janiuy, 1002. 
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CHAPTER Xn 

THE PENOBSCOT EXPEIOTION, 1179 

Fob the tbird time within a oeBtnry a military ex- 
pedition of importance and magnitude, oonaidering 
the nsonroee of the oommimity, was fitted ont at 
Boston for servioe against a foreign enemy. In 
1690 the forces of the colony under Phips attempted 
the conquest of Qaebeo; in 1745, led by Peppeiell, 
they captured Louisburg;! and now in 1779 the 
citizeusof Massaohuaetta assumed, practically alone, 
the burden of a new enterprise, an ^ort to repel 
an inTasion of their territory. About the middle of 
Jane eight hundred or more British troops from 
Halifax, convoyed by three sloops of war nnder the 
command of Captain Mowatt, entered Penobscot 
Bay and took possession of the peninsula of Maja- 
bagaducfl or Bagaduce, now called Casting The 
object of this move was the establishment of a new 
province, fumisluDg a home for many of the num- 
erous loyalists under British protection in Nova 
Scotia and dsewhere and at the some time serving 
as a bulwark for British possessionB farther east 
and as an advanced military post convenient for 
operating against New England.^ 



!■ HH and ITOT might alw ba n 
* Hut. Mm. Ccm^ Amr. MBS. m Bej/ai Intt., i, 234 (Qeimain 
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WliMi the news of the firitiali occiipation reached 
Boston the General Court was in session, and it 
WM soon determined to drive out the «nemy if 
possible, before he had had time to strengthen bis 
position. Freparationa were made with enei^ and 
a militaiy and naval force was soon organized, al- 
though the full number of militia called for could 
not be obtained. Application was made to the Con- 
tinental Congress for the aerrices of three national 
vessels at that time in Boston Harbor and the; 
accompanied the expedition. New Hampshire eon' 
tribnted one vessel. All the rest of the force was 
made up and the expense borne by Massachusetts.^ 

The fleet organized for this enterprise consiBted 
of nineteen armed vessels and twenty or more trans- 
ports. The Continental vessels were the frigate 
Warren, 82, Commodore Saltonstall, the brig Dili- 
gent, 14, Captaiu Brown, and the sloop Providence, 
to Clinton, S^temlMi 2, ITIS), 381 (dinton to General MoLmo, 
Febnuu? 11, 1T79), 393, 415, 436, 440 (oonwpondenoe leUtinKto 
propoaed aeiznie of Fenabsoot), 4S8-402 (letten of HoLean, 
Uovalt, eta., from Fenobwot, Jiuw, 1779). 

' The prinaipBl original anthoritiea for the Panolaoot Expedi- 
tion (fe: Jfiui. ArcAivet Mid Mev. BbIU; Oaierai Lov^t Joumai, 
pnliliihed by Wegmouth Hitt. Soe., 1681 ; JoNnal of tU PrivatMr 
8kg> Hunltr, printed in Silt. Mag., Febnui;, 1864 ; rarioni paperm 
in Wheeler'a BUterg of Caitint ; letten paUiahed by tike State of 
Haaaaehnutta In Pncetdingi of Ik Otntral AMemily rtlaitng to 
tie Ptaobicot Bxptdiiion, 1780 ; oontempom; nawapa^ta, e.g., 
Sotton OaiOle, Angnat 9, September 27, Deoembat 27, 1770, 
Uaroh 18, 25, April 1, 8, 15, 1 782 ) Boaon Pott, July 10, 1779 ; Com. 
tinaitai Jamid, Jum^ 6, 1760 ; London Ckronide, Sapt«mber 25, 
28, 1779; Brit. A</n. Bocordi, Cqptaiiu' Letttri and Ct^Mtinf 
Lagi; Aivum, nii, 862-369. Sm ako Taen, 102-llGi. 
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12, Captain Haoter. The state navy famialied the 
briga Hazard, Aotire and Tyraimicide of fourteen 
gnns each, commanded by Captaina Williams, Hallet, 
and Cathcart. The Diligent and the Aotive had re- 
cently been taken from the British. In addition to 
these BIX vessels, twelve privateers were taken into 
the servioe of the state, the owners being goaian- 
teed against Lmb. Fonr of these privateers carried 
twenty guns each and four others eighteen gons, 
while of the remaining four there was one sixteen, 
two fonrteens, and one eight. Eight of the priva- 
teers were ship-rigged. One vessel was famished 
by New Hampshire, the twonl^-gnn ship Hampd^i, 
a privateer temporarily taken into the servioe of 
that state. The fleet carried over two hundred gons, 
a large proportion of them probably light ones, and 
more than two thousand men ; Saltonstall was in 
command. The military force on board the trans- 
ports it had been intended to teomit to tibe nnmber 
of fifteen hondred men, but owing to hurried pre- 
parations, lees than a thousand apparently embarked 
on the fleet ; and they, according to the testimony 
of the officers, were a very inferior set of men, even 
for militia. These troops were under the orders of 
General Solomon Lovell, with General Feleg Wads- 
worth second in command and Lientenant-Colonel 
Paul Revere in diai^ of the artiUery.' 

On June 26, the General Court made provision 

for " Nine tons of flour or Bread, Nine Tons of 

1 Cowl Becord$, Jdm 24, ITTO. 
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Bice, Eighteen Tons of Salt Beef, aiz hundred Gal. 
lona of Rum, six hundred GaUons of MoIasBes, five 
hundred stand of Fire Arms." ^ July 18, Conuno- 
doie Saltonstall was instructed by the Board <^ 
TPar ** to take every meanm ft use your utmost 
Endeavours to Captivate, Kill or destn^ the Enemies 
vhole Foroe both by Sea ft Land, ft the more effect- 
ually to answer that purpose, you are to Consult 
measures ft preserve the greatest humouy with the 
Commander of the Land Forces, that the navy ft 
army may Cooperate ft assist each other."' It 
would have been well if this injunction had been 
strictly heeded. Laoh of cooperation between army 
and navy, a cause that has brought disaster upon 
many a joint expedition, was to have its baleful 
effect on this. Another source of weakness was 
Saltonstall's incompetency. It was also unfortunate 
that the neoessity for prompt action, with a view 
to forestalling reinforcements of the enemy, made 
it impracticable to enlist the number trf men that had 
been considered essential for the success of the en* 
terprise. Moreover, for the important and difficult 
work in prospect, that of assaulting fortifications^ 
a fair proportion at least of r^ular troops should 
have been incorporated with the force. The fleet 
sailed from Boston July 19. They proceeded first 
to Townsend (Boothbay Haxhor), the appointed 
rendezTOus, where it had been expected that the 
full complement of men would be made up, but the 
* Court BteonU, * Matt. ArtMett, cnlv, 89. 
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general ma disappointed. Unwilling to delay, he 
Bet 8ul again on the 24tli.^ 

Lifarmation of the departnre of this expedition 
reached English ears no earlier perhaps than might 
have heen expected. Commodore Collier wrote from 
New York Joly 28 : "I reoeived this morning oer- 
ttun intelligenoe that an armament sailed from Bos- 
ton on the 21st instant to attaok his Majesty's new 
settlement in Fenobaoot BiYor. ... I intend put- 
ting to sea at daylight tomorrow," ' in pnzBoit. While 
the sloop Providence waa fitting out at Boston, 
Lieutenant Trerett, who had long served on board 
that vessel, decided to remain at home and attend 
to his private bntdness, saying that he had " no pai^ 
ticular inclination to go to Penobeoot, for I think 
the British will get infotmaticni dther at New York 
or Newport bef(»e onr fleet can get ready to sail 
and if they do, I know that three or four large 
British ships can Uook them in and that will be the 
last of all OUT shippng." ' 

The fleet arrived in Penobsoot Bay July 25, in 
the afternoon. There were three British sloops of 
war in the harbor, the North, of twen^, and the Al- 
bany and Nantilns of eighteen guns each. Mine of 
the American ships, in three divisions, stood towards 
these vessels, hove^to and engaged them. There was 
a brisk fire for two hoars without mnch ^ect. In 
a report to the President of the MassaohnBettH Conn- 

> WetmoMk Hilt. Boc^ 1881, SktttA of Lavtll, ah. tU. 

' Aimat, Tiii, 3f>6. * B. I. BU. Mag^ Ootobw, 188& 
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oil, dated tliree days later, GrenemI Lovell says: 
" I the same evening attempted to make a lodgment 
on Majorbagaduce, but the wind springing up very 
strong, I was obliged to deBiet, lest the first division 
might BofFer before they could be supported by the 
second. On the 26th I took posseesion with the 
marines, supported by General Wadswortli's din- 
sion, ol an island in the harbour, beat them off, took 
4 pieces of artilleiy and some ammnoition." ^ The 
landing was made on Nautilus Island, also known 
as Banks Island. Captain Cathoart of the TyrannU 
cide says of this affair that "on the 26th July a 
Council was held on board ihe Warren, where it was 
agreed that each Ship or Armed Vessel should fur- 
nish such a Number of Marines to take possessioQ 
of Banks's Island on the South side of the Entrance 
of Bagadnce River under cover of the Sloop Frov> 
idenoe, Brig Pallas& Defence." ' An officer on board 
the ordnance brig, presumably Severe, gives an- 
other account of this episode, dated July 29, say- 
ing that " the marines attacked an island where the 
enemy had a battery of 2 guns ; they were com- 
manded by Captain Welsh of the Warren. I sent 
one field piece to support them ; they landed under 
cover of three vessels. The enemy quitted it with 
precipitation, left their coloors flying and four pieces 
of cannon, two of them not mounted. We immedi- 
ately built a battery there and mounted two 18 and 
one 12 pounder. Tim island is directly opposite to 
> Boftoa OueUt, Anoint 9, 1TI9. > Ben. RelU, wxax. Hi. 
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the enemy and commands Hie month of the har- 
bour."^ This battery forced the British ehipB to 
shift their anchorage farther np the harbor.' 

On the 27th there aeems to have been kck of 
harmony between the military and naval command- 
ed and a misonderBtanding about the Lmding of 
the marines is an attack on the peninsula of Baga- 
duoe. The importance of prompt and enei^ic ac- 
tion was appreciated by some of the subordinate 
naval oC&cers, who presented to the commodore on 
that day a petition in which they " Would Bepre- 
sent to your Honour that the most spedy Exertions 
should be used to accomplish the design we came 
upon. We think Delays in the present Caae are 
extremely dangerous, as our Enemies are daily For- 
tifying and Strengthening themselves & are stimu- 
lated BO to do, being in daily Expectation <A Rein- 
forcement " ; they did not wish to advise or censure, 
but only " to express our desire of improving the 
present Opportnnity to go Immediately into the 
Harbour & Attack the Enemy's Ships." ^ It was 
the opinion of these ofGoers that the capture of the 
British post at Bagadnce would be greatly facili- 
tated and hastened by removing the ships which sup- 
ported it. By evening arrangements had been made 
for landing the marines on the peninsula. At three 

> BottoH OoxMt, Anynrt 0, ITIB. 

* Hilt. Hag., Febmuj, ISM; Wheder, 293, Jonnud of John 
Calef ; BrU. Adm. Btc, Caplaiiu' Lag; TSot- 23 ud 630, %■ of 
the Albaiiy uid Naotiliu. 

* Man. JrciivM, edv, G(X 
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the next momiog the oommodore ordered Cathcart 
** to begin to fire into the Woods with an Intent 
to Bcower them of the Enemy, vhich was Immedi- 
ately obey'd." * 

Early on July 28 the attack was made on Baga- 
duoe. The Warren engaged the British ships at 
long range and they moved still farther up the har^ 
bor, to escape the fire of the battery on Nantihis 
Island. Lovell says : "This morning I have made 
my landing good on the S. W. head of a Peninsnla 
which is 100 feet high and almost perpendicular, 
very thickly covered with bash and trees. The men 
ascended the precipice with alacrity and after a very 
mtart conflict we pat them to the rout. They left 
in the woods a number killed and wonnded and wa 
took a few prisoners ; onr loss is about 80 killed 
and woonded. We are within 100 rods of the en&- 
nues main fort, on a commanding piece of ground. 
I hope soon to have the satisfaction of inf onning yoa 
of the capture of the whole army." ■ " We landed 
in three divisionB," says Colonel Berere, *'the 
marines on the right, CoL Mitchell on the left, and 
Col. Mc. Cobb, the volunteers and my corps in the 
oentre. The land being so monntatnous and full of 
wood that oar cannon could not play, I landed with 
my small arms, the whole force under oover of two 
. ahipa and three brigs, who drew near the shore and 
kept up a constant fire into the woods till we began 
to land. The enemy's greatest streogth lay upon 
> Sm Bdlt, zzxix, 113. ■ Botton Oowtte, Angnjrt 9, ITTQ; 
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onr right, wlieie the nutrineB landed ; they had three 
hundred in the woods. As aoon as the right hinded 
they were briakly attached. The enemy had the 
moBt advantageous place I ever saw ; it is a bank 
above three hundred feet high and so steep that no 
person can get up it but by pushing himself up by 
bashes and tiees, with which it is covered. In less 
than 20 minutes the enemy gave way and we pnr- 
med them. They left twelve dead on the apot, 8 
wounded and about 10 prisoners. We lost about 85 
hilled and wounded. We took posseeflion of a height 
near their fort and are now building a battery to 
play upon them. I expect to put two 18 pounders, 
one 12, two 4, and a howits on shore this day. 
I am in hopes that if the ships go into the harbour 
today [July 20] , as it is said they will, and take 
their ships, we shall have an easy conquest. In the 
afternoon we took another battery of three 6 pound- 
era, upon which they abandiuied it and went into 
their fortress." ^ Another officer puts the Amerioan 
loss at ten killed and twenty wounded.^ 

On the 29th, according to Cathoart, it was agreed 
that the ships should go in and attack the enemy's 
aqnadron, but the next day, at a council of war on 
board the Warren, Saltonatall said there was no 
soffioientreasonforthe ships' goingiu. Atthistime, 
July 80, a galley arrived from Boston and three 
days later was sent back with Lovell's dispatches. 

> Bojtra Qaittt*, Augitrt 9, 1779. 

* aUL. ; muOtr, a» ; Bi*. Mag., Fabmaiy, 1804 
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Frequent oouncila were held on the Warren^ but 
vith little result. The marines gave some asaiatance 
to the army, but with this exoeptiou the navy was 
of little serrioe. The commodore, upheld by the 
privateer capt^ns, remained inactiTe day after day, 
apparently incapable of coming to a decision. He 
seema to have feared the exposure of hia ships to 
the fire of the fort while attacking the enemy's ships 
and to have inaisted that the fort should be cap- 
tured first ; whereas Lovell's force was insufficient 
to justify an assault on the stronghold supprated as 
it was by the British ships. Meanwhile tite army 
erected batteries at different points for the redno- 
tton of the fort, if posnble, and for the annoyance 
of the little eqoadron, which it would seem might 
easily have been captured, destroyed, or driven 
away at the outset of operationa by the vastly su- 
perior American fleet. August 6, Lovell notes in 
his journal : " I wrote a Letter to the Commodore 
desiring an answer whether he won'd or whether he 
wou'd not go in with his Ships & destroy the Ship- 
ping of tlie Enemy, which conaiat only of three 
Sloops of war, when he returned for answer, if I 
won'd storm the fort he wou'd go in with his Ships, 
upon whioh I called a Conncil, the reault of which 
waa that in our present situation it was impractica- 
ble, with any prospect of Success." A simultaneous 
attack by army and navy might have snooeeded. 
Lovell himself, perhaps, was moved by exceaa of 
prudence ; but he lacked drnfideoce in his men. 
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Notwithstanding the steadiness with wUcb the mili- 
tia with the help of the marines, carried the preen- 
pitooB heights <^ Bagaduce on July 28, part of tbetr 
subsequent behavior convinced the general of their 
unreliable oharaetw. He oontinaed to nige more 
naval activity and wrote to the oommodtow Angost 
11 : " The destmction of the Enemy's ships must 
be effected at any rate, although it might cost na 
half onr own." • 

Meanwhile the commodore had had a somewhat 
ridicoloua adventure Aagost T, described in Lovell's 
journal: "A Boat from the Hazard with Comr 
Saltonstall, Capts Waters, Williams, Salter, Holmes 
& Burke were a reoonnoitering up a Cove nigh the 
Enemy's Ships ; on their discovering them they im- 
mediately sent 8 Boats armed, to hem them in. 
They so for succeeded that they made a prize of 
the Boat, bnt the Gentlemen took to the Bush and 
escaped being made prisonera.*' After a circuitous 
tramp through the woods the naval ofKcers rejoined 
their friends. 

Inmiediately .after the council of war on August 
6 another express had been sent to Boston with 
dlBpatehes from the general, but with no report 
from the commodore. The Navy Board of the East- 
ern District noticed this omission in a letter to 
Saltonstall dated Angast 12, in which they went 
on to say: " We have for sometime been at a loss 

I FAssIer, 8I0| Xraeirt JmRnoI ; Bnr. £elli, zzzix, 113; Out. 
Mt^., Febnur;, 1801. 
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to know wLy the enemy's sHps have not been at- 
tacked, nor does the result of this Conndl g^ve ns 
any satisfaction on that head ; it is agreed on all 
hands that they are at all times in your power. If, 
therefore, your own settnrity or the more adraota- 
geouB operations of Uie army did not require it, 
■Why should any business be delayed to another day, 
that may as well be done this? Onr apprehensions 
of your danger have ever been from a reinforce- 
ment to the enemy; yon can't expect to remun 
much kmger without one. Whatever, therefore, is 
to be done, should be done immediately, both to 
prevent advantages to the enemy and delays if you 
are obliged to retreat. As we presume yon would 
avoid having these ships in your rear while a reon- 
f oroement appears in front, or the neoessity of leav- 
ing them behind when yon retire yourself; with 
these sentiments we think it onr duty to direct yon 
to attack and take or destroy them without delay, 
in doing whidi no time is to be lost, as a reinforce- 
ment are probably on their passage at this tame. It 
is therefore onr orders that as sooq as you receive 
this yon take the most effectoal measures for the 
capture or destruction of the enemy's ships, and 
with the greatest dispatch the nature and utnation 
of things will admit of."^ These urgent instmo- 
taons, sigued by WilUam Temon and James War- 
ren, might possibly have produced some effect, had 
they been issued and forwarded several days earlier ; 
I Prwc D/'Offl. jlutmify, 26. 
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bnt it was too late, as vu itlso aa application to Gen- 
eral CrateB for aid, which had recently been made 
by the Massachosetts CounciL 

By the time the American forces had been in 
Penobscot Bay between two and three weeks the 
fort on B^adnce peniuBola, which at first had been 
a mere breastwork, was beooming stronger every 
day and was already a formidable strocture. At last, 
August 18, when General Lovell, hoping for sncoor 
from Boston, was still besi^ing this work and pre- 
paring for a possible assanlt, the enemy's reinforce- 
ments appeared. The Active and Diligent educe 
July 80 had been t^nising i^ **the Month of Ute 
Bay in order to make the earliest DisooTeries of an 
Enemy's Approach," when "on the 13th Inst. 2 
P.M. Discovered five Sail Standing into the Bay."^ 
Two others came in sight, making a force of 
one ship <^ the line, five frigates and a sloop of war. 
The Diligent ran in at once to notify the commo- 
dore and the Active joined the fleet the next day. 
There was a disposition at first, no donbt enoont^ 
aged by the more resolnte commanders, to make a 
stand with the fleet, and the ships were drawn up 
in the form of a crescent, bnt at another connoil it 
was decided that the British fleet was too strong to 
engt^ and that the only alternative must be 
adopted, which was to mn up the river. ' The cap- 
tains evidently had no confidence in their leader and 
litUe hope of his making a determined resistance. 
.* XoMM. Archives, oxlv, 207. 
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Meanwhile, upon first receiving iofonnation of 
tiw approach of British reinforcements, the army 
had hastily em barked on thetransporta and the whole 
fleet made every effort to get as far up the river as 
possible. All but two ot the vesselB escaped capture, 
yet only to be destroyed by their crews after landing, 
to prevent their falling iuto the enemy's hands. The 
New Hampshire privateer Hampden and the ship 
Hunter, one of the largest and best of the Massa- 
ohosetts privateers, were taken by the firitbh. The 
Honter was run ashore and her crew escaped before 
capture. Captain Salter of the Hampden says that 
when the fleet got under way the enemy was a league 
and a half astern and that he set all sail, but "my 
Ship Sailing heavey the enemy Soon came up With 
me, three frigetea, and fiered upon [me] one after ye 
outher, & cutt away my rigen & Stages &e, and 
huld me Suadrey times & wounded Soin of my 
men. I found it Emposable to Joyaae our fleet 
^ain; was obliged to Strik, all thou Contray to my 
welL"* 

The British squadron, that caased this reverse 
of ftniune for the American arms, consisted of the 
sixty-foniN-gnn ship Baisonable, two thirty-two-gun 
frigates, the Blonde and Virginia, the Greyhound 
of twenty-eight gems, and the Camilla and Galatea 
of twenty gems each, and the foorteen-gon sloop 
Otter, and was under the oommaud of Commodore 
Collier. He received infonoatioQ of the expedition, 

1 iron. ArMeit, eslr, 44; Wi*iUr, 302 (Calef ■ JDuiul). 
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July 28, and sailed from Sandy Hook, Angnst 8. 
Aoooiding to the log of the Blonde, at half-past 
twelve in the afternoon of Angost 16, " the Bebd 
fleet got under weigh & formed a Line of Battle, 
we, the Galatea & Virginia being the Headmost 
ships, &e Beiaonable, C^reyhound & Camilla about 
6 or 7 miles a stam." At half-past one " saw the 
Bebds forming a Line of Battle ; ns together with 
the Virginia & Galatea pursued tbe 21 sail of Beb- 
els & Drove them before ns without the Betnm of 
a idngle shot. At 8 two Ships & a Brigg Hanld 
round to the S. W^ trying to get Sown the western 
passage of Long Island ; ua & the Gialatea hauld 
close to the North End & out off their Betrait. 
They then wore & stood after the Body of tbe fleet; 
the Galatea Pursued the Bri^ & Drove her on shore, 
we then standing after the Ships & fired several 
shot at them. At 4 one of the Ships mn on shore, 
ye Galatea sent her 2 Boats to Board her, bnt find- 
ing the Rebels to be armed on the Beach, returned 
on bd & made sail after as, leavmng them to the 
Command of our Bere, the Albany, Nautilus & 
North Just Coming out of Mi^bacduce Biver. At 
^ past 4 fired several shot at the other ship & Hold 
Her, as did the Vi^inia. At 5 ^ struck to as ; 
sent a Boat with an Officer to board Her, which 
diB did, & made sail after ns. At 6 upewards of 20 
sail of small Vessels run on shore, the most of them 
th^ set fire to, which Oblig'd ns to anohor." At 
seven o'clock tbe Greyboond got into shoal water 
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and aadiored. Aboat the same time the Amerioans 
Bet fire to a sloop and sent her down tlie river. 
" Sent 2 Boats man & armed. Cut her Loose & twod 
Her OS shore ; sent 8 Boats to Board a schooner & 
bring her to Anebor, sbe proved to be lAden with 
provisions. At 10 saw the SliTTOoket <hi fire, at ^ 
pst saw the Greyboimd afloat again ; Virginia an- 
chord with the Greybd ^ a mile below as. At 8 
Discovered Nnmbr of small boats pasung to & fro 
from the small Craft to the shore Forts ; a Broad- 
side of Bound & Grape shot at them. At 9 the 
Boats returned from ye prize Hamdon of 22 Gnns. 
At 5 A.M. made sigl for all Lieuts that the Boats 
mand & armed to attack the small Vessels. At 11 
made the Signal & weighd, But tlie wind falling 
cam, . . . sent the {»nnaoe to Beconnitte the En- 
emys Vessels." The next daj the Blonde with oUier 
British vessels continned the pursuit np the river ; 
they saw the Warren on fire two miles above, 
** heard the Ezplosation & saw the smoke of sev- 
eral Vessels on fire above her." The loss on board 
the Albany, North, and Nantilus during the siege 
was trifling: four killed, nine wounded, and eight 
missing.* 

The British fleet, although carrying fewer men 
and fewer but doubtless much heavier guns than the 
American, was far too powerful for an irregulsr, 
^ BTii.Adm,B*c.,C<^aitu'Ltatri,yto.iaU, 2 (Ccmai,Aj>gvgt 
20, I7T0), No. 2121, IS (Howatt, S«pt«mb«r Ifi, 1779), Ogitaiiuf 
Logt, N<M. 23, Its, 167, 420, 630 (logi of tli« Albuy, Blond^ 
Camill*, OTsylunuid and Naatiliu). 
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beten^eneoiiB aimament, made up mostly of nndis- 
ciplined privateers to engage, wttli any hope of boo- 
oeas. Unity of action and mntnal Bapport in an 
emetgency oonld not be expected of such a force. 
The oommittee of the MassachosettB General Court, 
irhioh inqoired into the aStdt, reported, October 7, 
that the total deetniotion of the fleet was occasioned 
principally by "the CcMamodore's not exerting him- 
self at all at the time of the retreat in opposing 
die enMny's forem<»t ships in pnnoit" With the 
parsning British extended over a long line, a reso- 
lute and skillful commander, backed by disciplined 
and snbordinate captains, might have struck a blow 
of some effect at the enemy ; but probably under 
the oircumstanoes the best oonrse was followed in 
depriving them of a nomber of valuable prizes. The 
foult lay in the earlier, inexcusable inaction. Col- 
lier sailed from Sandy Hook August 8. Before that 
date, if the small British squadron in the bay had 
been disposed of at the outset and if proper support 
had been ^ven to the army. General Lovell should 
have been able to carry the half-finished fort and 
would probably have been in possession of the whole 
r^on, eren with his inadequate force. The legis- 
lative committee of inquiry expressed the opinion 
that if liovell had "been furnished with all the 
men ordered for the service or been properly sup- 
ported by the Commodore, he would probably have 
reduced the enemy"; and added that the naval 
oommanders in the sernce of the state " behaved 
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Eke brave, ezperienoed, good <^^ra tliroaglioDt 
I3ie whole ^cpedition." ^ 

Tlie need of teinforcing LoreU had heen appre- 
ciated and vben the Massachusetts Council applied 
to G«Deial Gates, August 8, a regiment of the 
Continental ann7,o£ fonr hundred men, was detailed 
for this serrioe. They did not get away from Boston, 
however, until after the disaster at FenobscoL Upon 
receiving iufonnation of this, August 19, they at 
once put into Portamonth in the fear of fallit^ in 
with some of Collier's ships.* If the inadequacy of 
Lovell's force had been realized in the beginning 
and the reinforcement had been asked for at once, 
it would have reached the Penobscot in time. The 
whole afEair is a record oS blunders and lack of 
foresight. 

Leaving the wrecks of their fleet strewn along 
the hanks of the river, the unhappy Boldiers and 
sailors of the Fenohsoot expedition found their way 
back to Boston through the wUdemess. The disaster 
had a depressing effect in Massachoeetts. A heavy 
debt, estimated at seven nulli<m dollars, was imposed 
upon the state, but the humiliation of the affur was 
felt even more keenly. As Gieneral Sullivan said 
of it, the expense was " not so distressing as the 
disgrace."' It has been held that this enterprise 
was not only mismanaged and doomed to failure, 

1 Bottort GaxtlU, DeoMnber 27, ITTQ; Proc of 6«n. AiMiMy, 
27-29. 

" Ibid., 21 ; Thaoher'i Jfiliiory Jatnal, iae-166. 

■ Sparks MS8., o, 2. 
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bat was ill-oonoeived and would have been oompaza- 
ttvely naeleas, at least not josti^ring the oost, even 
if snooeaaf nl ; but another riew may perhaps with 
some reason be entertained. In the first phtoe the 
establishmoit oi a hostile post within striking dis- 
tance of BostfHi nattindlj caused i^rehension and 
its removal was an object worth considering. More- 
over, success justifies much, and more than material 
advantage is to be considered. In this case victory 
would have brought prestige to the American arms 
and would in some d^ree have inspired confidence 
in the ultimate happy conclusion of the war, with 
animating effect on the supporters of the patriotio 
cause, who had met with much diBcouragement. 

The end of Saltonstall's career in the Continental 
serrioe was near. The committee of inquiry reported 
that the principal reason for the disaster was " want 
of proper spirit and energy on the part of the Com- 
modore." ^ It is an interesting question for specu- 
lation whether a more " proper spirit and ene^y " 
would have been displayed by Captwn Hopkins, 
who had recently been displaced by Saltonstall in 
command of the frigate Warren,^ and who otheiv 
wise would doubtless have led the American fleet 
into Penobscot Bay. A few weeks after the report 
of the committee, Saltonstall was tried by court 
martial on board the frigate Deane in Boston Har- 
bor and was dismissed from the navy. 

The British held Bagaduoe until the end of the 
I £M(on Oaxtitt, Decembw 27, 1779. * Sm abor*, p. 376. 
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war, but they were not eatirely unmolested. Joat 
within a year the sting of defeat was in a slight 
measure aUeviated, according to the following 
account of a small hat snccessfnl expedition : " A 
few days ago a detachment fiom the troops nnder 
General Wadsworth went np Penohscot-river, hav- 
ing pass'd the fort in whale-boata in the night, and 
took two sloops which had been weighing up some 
of the canntm lately belonging to onr privateers 
which were bomt there. They had got 8 camion 
on board and were coming down the river, little 
expecting to be oondocted by our people ; but Capt. 
Mowat had the mortifioation to see them passing 
down by the fort, out of his reach however, in 
triumph. They QieA at the fort to vex the enemy 
and got safe away. Mowat followed them to Camp- 
den, but General Wadsworth having drawn up his 
men and made a breastwork to frighten the enemy, 
he and his ship were obUged to meach bach again, 
and we are in fall possession of the vobbbIb which 
were intended to invest our coasts. Creneral Wadft- 
worth has taken 40 prisoners, including the mm 
who were on board these vessels." ^ 

< SMtmOoitfti, July 10, 1780; ^aiM^s, 227. 
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A CKUI8B ABOUND THE BBTTIBH WLBB, 1779 

The frigate AJliance, Ct^tam TawiImb, «ith Lsfay- 
ette on btard, arrived at Brest Febniaiy 6, 1779, 
after a passage of twenty-three days from Boston. 
The voyage had not been without incident Two 
veaseU were captured and the frigate lost her main 
topmast in a storm, febmary 2 a mutiny was dis- 
oovered among the English and Irish sailors on board. 
The difficulty of recruiting ships' crews for the r^- 
olar naval service, chiefly due to the superior at- 
tractions of privateering, had led to the practice in 
some easea of atltsting British prisoners, who were 
willing in this manner to escape confinement. In 
the ease of the AUiance the disinclination of Amer- 
icans to sail under a French captain had increased 
the difCcolty and aooordingly many British subjects 
were taken. The unreliable character of such crews 
is illustrated in this instance. Among the ringlead- 
ers of the conspiracy were John Savage, mssterAt- 
arms, and William Murray, sergeant of marines. 
Morray confessed, saying "that Sa'rage and he, 
witii 70 more, had agreed to take tiie ship and 
cany hen into some part of England or Irdand, and 
force one of the laeutenants to take command of 
her. He said the plan they had laid to take her was. 
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th&t the; were to divide UiemselTeB into fonr di- 
TifiioDB, the first to take the mngnmne, the other 
three at the same time to force the oahhin, vaid- 
room, and quarter deck, then to take command of 
the arm-cheete, and in caae of opposition, they were 
to pcnnt the fore-castle gmis aft and fire them, the 
guns being 9 ponnders and all loaded. The party 
that was to go to the magazine were to kill the 
Gimner, Carpenter and Boat-swun ; the other pun- 
iahmenta for the other officers and French gentle- 
men were thus : Captain Landais was to he put in 
irons and sent iu the cntter, without victuals or 
drink ; the Lieutenants were to walk overboard <ai 
a plank from the ship side, unless they would take 
charge of her and navigate the ship into England ; 
the marine officers and the Doctor were to be 
hanged, quartered, and hove overboard ; the sailing 
Master was to be tied np to the mizzen-mast, scar^ 
rified all over, cut to pieoes, and hove overboard." ^ 
Lafayette was to be put in irons and sent to Eng- 
land. Tbir^-^ight of the mutineers were confined 
in irons on shore to await trial. The disposition of 
these prisoners caused embarrassment, for there 
were not enough American naval captains in France 
to organize a court martial for their trial and it 
would be inconvenient and expensive to send them 
back to America. Franklin suggested exchanging 
them for Americans as prisoners of war. The Mar- 

^ Lid^tendent ChoMtie, April 29, 1779, Hiim;'i tMtimonj 
under oaUi, Tooobcd toi bj an officer of ths ship. 



:.bv Google 



CRUISE ABOUND IHE BRITISH ISLKS, 1770 441 
me Ccmunittee, however, oonld *'tliink of no better 
method of disposmg of them than Sending them 
oat to this Continent by difteient Veeaels, proportion- 
ing the nnmber to each Yessel, so as not to render 
it dangerous or inconvenient : and upon their Arri- 
val, if Sufficient evidence can be had, it is oar 
intention to bring them to trial by Court Mar- 
tiaL"" 

After bis return to Brest in May, 1778, vitb 
his prize the Drake, Captain Jones spent more than 
a year on shore, perhaps the most trying year of 
his life, beset witb every sort (^ vexation and dis- 
appointment. To begin with, his drafts on the Am- 
erican Commissioners, for the support of his crew 
and prisoners and the refitting of his ship, were 
dishonored for lack of funds. Joues had never re- 
ceived any pay for his own services and he now 
made himself personally responsible for these nec- 
essary expenses. There was great and apparently 
unnecessary delay in disposing of the Banger's prizes, 
so that the of&cers and men were kept waiting in- 
definitely for their prize money. At this time, too, 
began the long and weary wait for another and 
la^er ship. There still seemed a chance tliat 
through the French Minister of Marine, de Sartine, 
Jones would get the Indien after all, and it was . 
proposed by Franklin that he should man her partly 
1 Mar. Com. LOUr Book, 286 (S«pt«mb«r 17, 1779, letter to 
FnukUn) ; WTiaTUin, m, 188] Batton OonM, Apiil IB, 2fi, 1779 ; 
InfgioKfflK Ckronidt, April 22, 2B, 1779 ; Aiddva dt la Marim, 
& U (Furrier, 1719.] 
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with flench and partlj vitti Americaa priBonen 
teoraved in ezchaoge for Uuwe he had taken on his 
omise. But oa aooonnt of the outbreak of hoatil- 
itaen between Ftanoe and England, wbioh soon ftd- 
lowed, the Doteh gorenunent, anxious to niMnfaiin 
nentralitjr, would not allow the Indien to leave 
Holland. Other sohemes were proposed, among them 
the command of a sqaadron of French ships under 
the American flag to cruise in the Baltic, but ow- 
ing to the natmal jealousy of French t^Bcets, and 
other causes, every {dan fdl through. After neariy 
endless oorreBpondmce without result, J<mes d^er- 
mined to go himself to Vetsailles and persoDally 
urge his daims, taking the adrice, it is said, giren 
m " Poor Richard's Almanac," and hojnng that by 
direct solicitation something might be acoomplished. 
This hope was realized, for Sartine took more in- 
terest in his afEsirs and the result was the purchase, 
in January, 1779, of an £ast TTifUnma.*! ctdled the 
I>uc de Dnras.^ 

This Tessel was fourteui years old, nnsoond, and 
s dull s^er, but though Jones had insisted on the 
necessity for his purpose of a fost-siuling ship, he 
accepted the Duras and at onoe entered upon the 
work ofconverting her into a man-of-war. Witht^ 
consent of Sartine and in honor of Poor Biohard 
and of his faithful friend and benefactor, Franklin^ 
Jones called his ship the Bouhomme Biohard. She 

> 3m<U, 98-149; akrtvac, 6fr-86i Jrdatu dt la Mariat, B> 
89, 179, 1S3, ISG, 20S, 20T. 
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mw at L'Orient and Berenl American seamen were 
enlisted there. Months were ^)ent in preparation 
for a cmise against the enemy. The Alliance, whieh 
was to have returned diieotly to America, was de- 
tuned hj Franklin and put nnder Jones's orders; 
and three French vessels also, making in all arespect- 
able squadron. The agent of the French goremment 
in the arrangements was M. de Chaumont, a zeal- 
ous adherent of the American cause who had ^ven 
his house at Fassy free of rent to the American 
ComniissioneTfl. It was intended that Lafayette 
should accompany the expedition with a oonsidera- 
ble military force and an attack on Liverpool, Lan- 
caster, Bristol, Bath, and Whitehaven was contem- 
plated ; it was proposed to take nearly fifteen hun- 
dred infantry besides a small body oi cavalry and 
six pieces of light artiUeiy. This project, however, 
was abandoned and Lafayette did not go. Later, 
an invaEoon of England was planned, for which a 
large IVench and Spanish fleet was collected, and 
Jones was to make a diveruon in the north, but the 
main part of this scbeme also was given ap. It re- 
mained now for the American squadron to cruise 
independently. The ships were finally ready for sea 
about the middle of June, 1779. There was trouble 
on board the Alliance which caused Jones annoyance 
and perplexity, not knowing at first where to place 
the blame. It was owing to lack of harmony between 
the captain of the frigate and his officers and crew. 
Landais had a temperament which made impossible 
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anytlung like efficient cooperation between Hmself 
and eitlier superiors or inferiors.^ 

The Bonhomme Bichard was not well adapted 
for purposes of war, being olmnsily built, slow-sail- 
ing, and structurally weak. There was discossion 
as to the number and weight of guns she shonld 
carry. Jones wished a main battery of twenty-eight 
eighteen-pounders and they were ordered to be 
oast, but the ship was not strong enough to bear 
the strain and lighter gnns were deemed necessary. 
The only ones that conld be obtuned in time for 
the cruise were old French guns, many of which 
had been condenmed. On the gun-deck were mounted 
twenty-eight twelve-pounders, and on the forecastle 
and quarter deck six or eight nines, while in the 
gnn-room on the after part of the deck under the 
mun battery sin dghteen-pounders were placed, 
ports having been cut for them, too close to the sur- 
face of the water to be of use in a moderately rough 
sea. Jones had as first lieutenant, at ihe outset, 
Bobert Bobinson, who was soon succeeded, however, 
by Bichard Dale, an ezoeUent officer who had served 
in the Virg^ia navy and the Continental navy and 
had twice escaped from Mill Prison. The crew of 
the ship was heten^neous. Out of two hundred 
and twenty-seven officers and men' there were 

1 Sand*, 149-168 ; Sherinimt, 86-94 ; ArcUva dt la Marine, B* 
1TB, 99-102, 128. 

* This list of 227 in SheriunK U of b later date and eridentl; 
iiMMnnplete, tome of till Pnnoh ofBoen and all the marines being 
mnitted. A reprint of the original mnstar-ioll, dated Jnly 26, 
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BeTeD^-Qine Amerioans, mostly exohuiged prison- 
ers, eigh^-three English, Irish, and Scotch, isclad- 
ing Jones himself, a few Soandinavians, and nearly 
thirty Portngaese; the oatiooality of most of the 
aUben is not stated. Besides these there were a hun- 
dred and thirty-seven fVench soldiers acting aa 
marines. The Alliance, hy far the best ship in the 
squadron, carried twenty-eight twelre-ponnders and 
eight nines, and rather more than two hundred 
men. The Pallas, Captain Cottineau, was a mer- 
chantman or prirateer fitted out aa a thirty-two-gnn 
frigate ; her battery consisted of twenty-six nines 
and six fours, and her crew of about two hundred 
and fifty men. The Cerf, Captain Varage, was an 
eighteen-gun cutter and a fine reasel of her class. 
The Vengeance, Captain Bicot, was a twelve-gun 
brigantine. ^ 

Jones's ideas about the kind of service be was 
now to enter upon are expressed in a memorandum 
he had drawn up January 21, 17T9, while waiting 
for the orders of the minister to take oonunauif of 
the Boubomme Richard. " I am but a young Student 
in the Science of Arms and therefore wish to receive 
instruction from Men of riper Judgement and greater 
lT19,iMeoai^ii»dJii Tke Lagiof lie 8erig>u,AaiaiKt,Aritl,tiliti 
by Captun John 8. Bmmes, New York, leil ; thk lilt, oomptidDE; 
2f>4 nimm, diffan «iMimdenbly fnmi SbBTbnrae'a, whioh u Ko- 
eonnted for bj muij oluuig^ei 1000 aflarwmrdi made in the p«i- 

1 Sheriurm, OS, 100, 183-144, 221 ; Saudi, ISO, 167 ; Jrchiva d» 
la Marxnt, B^ >8, Sib, 225-289, B^ Bl, Bl, B* IBS, 143, 184, B* 
178,128. 
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experience, bat to me the grand Object of Partizan 
War ia, when a fair opening presents itself, to 
strike an onexpeoted Blow, whiab being well directed 
must in the nature of things be severly felt. The 
Man who is to be entmsted with the Chief Command 
of such enterprizes, onght to be worthy of confid- 
ence, and if he is, too much cannot be shown him. 
It seems to be his province to adopt Emch enterprises 
as ciroomstances may throw him in the way of, 
with a prospect of sucoeBs, and which being effected 
win tend the most to distress and distract the 
Enemy. A principal object or Enterprise may with 
propriety be thooght of long before it ts executed, 
bat ought not to be oommitted to writing nor com- 
munioi^ed to any person other than the commander 
in chief, and by him only to hla Officers and Men 
at a proper time and Place. To effect anything 
of consequence, it may be neeessaiy to embark 
a Body of 400 heigb Spirited and well disciplined 
Troops exclusive of the oompUmoit of Seam^i 
and Marines. Five Ships may be of infinite 
Service. I would recommend two small ones rather 
than one larger size, as more objects than one may 
present themselves. But Tho' in some cases laige 
Vessels may not be necessary for Five Ships, yet 
the small ones ought to sul very fast, that they 
may hold way with the Principal Ship or Ships on 
which they are to attend. The passage will thus be per^ 
formed in the shortest space of time that is possible 
' and these five Ships may be made useful as light 
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Cmiaere, Bhonld a Variety of the EDemiea Sbips 
be met with at any one time on tlie Paas^e. One 
fast sailiDg Cutter or other Vessel of Eight or Ten 
Guns might be of moch UtUity, as well in a Farti- 
san War to cover the Troops in landing and in re- 
treat as in Cruizing against the Enemiea Commerce 
on the Ocean. No Cruizing Frigate with onlimited 
orders ought to be sent to Sea without being at- 
tended by one of these Vessels, and the Bottoms 
shonhl be sheathed with Copper. If I have the 
Ministers Authority, I will send a tmsty person or 
two to enquire into on the spot and view the 
exact strength & Situation of a place or two of 
great Importanoe. It will be proper to be provided 
with Two light Field pieces and a atunber of Scal- 
ing Ladders, &ca. . . . But the Commanding 
Officer of the Troops will be better able to Judge 
of the Articles necessary for anj land Operation, 
and his Opinion may easily be obtained without tell- 
ing him why it is Adced. It will be a necessary 
caution to Suffer no person concerned in the pre- 
paration of the Five Ships to know for what ser- 
vices they are prepared and with which Ships they 
are to aot. Some false Idea may be whispered to 
them as a Sooret." ^ 

Jones had general instructions from Franklin, 

wbo was always moved by humane ooDBiderations. 

The concluding passages are : " As many of your 

officets and people have lately escaped from English 

> JoMs USS. 
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prisons, either in Europe or America, yon are to be 
particularly attentive to their conduct towards the 
prisoners which the fortune of war may throw into 
your hands, lest the resentment of the more than 
barbarous usage by the English in many places 
towards the Americans dionld occasion a retaliation 
imd imitation of what ought rather to be detested 
and avoided for the sake of humanity and far the 
honour of our country. In the same view, although 
the English have wantonly burnt many defenceless 
towns in America, you are not to follow this example, 
unless when a reasonable ransom is refused, in which 
case your own genetons feelinga as well as this in- 
struction will induce yon to give timely notice of 
your intention, that sick and ancient persons, women 
and children may be first removed." ^ Shortly before 
Bailing, de Chanmont, who seems not always to have 
been discreet, required Jones and the other captains 
to sign an agreement or concordat, which gave the 
subordinate commanders a degree of independence 
and freedom of action incompatible with strict dii^ 
cipline and efficient cooperation.* 

The squadron sailed, June 19, from Groiz Boads, 
near L'Orient, with a convoy, which was escorted 
to Bordeaux and other ports. On the night of the 
20th the Bonhomme Bichard and Alliance fouled 
each o&st, carrying away the Richard's jib-boom 

" 8a«d$, 152-164 (April 27, 1T79). 

'ituf.,165; Biaiitne, 9i;Vaekaime,'a Life qfPaidJaneM, i, 
lt>3. For A* CoDomdat, ■«« JrMv» dt la Uarine, B* IH, 144, 
Oio-htDM, 20U, and Appendix vni. 
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and tlie AUianoe's mimen-inaat. Jones ooniddered 
Landaia responsible for this accident, bat Lieuten- 
ant Bobinson of the Biohard was oourt-marti^ed 
and dismissed.^ Tlie next evening the Cerf oaptored 
a foorteen^oB sloop, bat ires obliged to abandon 
the prize on the approaob of a aaperior force. June 
29, the Bonbomme Bioliard fell in witb two frig- 
ates. Jones says: "They appeared at first earnest 
to engage, bat their courage failed and they fled 
with precipitation, and to my mortifloation oatsailed 
tiie Bon homme Biohard and got clear. I had, how- 
ever, a flattering proof of the martial spirit of my 
orew and am confident that had I been able to get 
between the two, which was my intention, we shoold 
have beaten them both together."' In spite of 
Jones's good opinion of his crew, serioos mischief 
on board his ship was brewing at this time. An 
incipient mutiny among the British tuulors was dis- 
covered, the design being to take posaessibn of the 
ship and send Jones a prisoner to England. Many 
of these nndemrable persons were discharged early 
in Aognst and forty-three Americans, who had re- 
cently arrived in a cartel from E^lish prisons, 
were reomited. The Portogoese contingent in the 
crew was also enlisted at this period. Most of the 
month of July seems to have been spent in prepar- 
ing for an extended omise. According to the in- 
Btmctions of Franhlin, dated June 30, 1779, which 
had been virtually dictated by Sartine, the squad- 
1 Janu JtrSS., AnpHrt 8, 177a * SlitrbwM,9a. 
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ton wu to cnuse to the north of the Britifih lales 
and at the end of about six weeks pat into the 
Tezel, whence it was to oonToy- Tesaels from Holland 
to France.^ 

A few da^ beCaie sailing, Commodore Jones is- 
soed instmctionB to his captains requiring careful 
attention to his signals and ohedienoe to hia orders. 
They were to keep their Btations and ''never to 
chase so as to lose company with the squadron." 
Sealed orders were given them appointing rendez- 
TOiu at different places in case of separation. The 
squadron sailed from Grcnx Boads August 14, 1779, 
on a omise which became famoos. Two French 
privateers, Le Monsienr, 88, and La Grandville, 12, 
had joined the expedition, but they soon dropped 
ont. On the 2Sd, the squadron was off Cape Clear, 
Two prizes had been taken since leaving port and 
sent back to L'Orient. A third was now taken l^ 
boats, there bdng no wind. In the evening, as it 
was stall calm, Jiwee sent bis barge ahead to tow 
the Bonhomme Richard, fearing she might be swept 
by the tide into a duigerons position. " Soon after 
stmset," says the commodore, "the villuns who 
towed the ship, cat the tow rope and decamped with 
my barge. Sundry dtota were fired to bring them 
to without effect ; in the meantime the master of 
the Bon homme Richard, without orders, manned 
> SandM, 1&8-168 ; Sktrbunt, 01-102 ; Jona US8., July 28, 20, 
1170, Johm to Qonriads A MojUn and to liantonaut Ltnit, and 
oonrla nurtul of Robert Towen and othen ; Ardavtt de la Ma- 
Hm, B1 89, 270, B* 91, 178, B< IH, 1S2, 184. 
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one of the ships boots aad with four soldiers pur- 
sned the bai^, in order to stop the deserters. The 
evening was cleur aod serene, bnt the seal of that 
officer, Mr. Cattiag Lont, indnoed him to porsoe 
too far, and a fog which eame on soon afterwards 
prevented the boats from rejoining the ship, al- 
though I oaosed edgnal gnns to be frequently fired. 
The tog and oabn oontinaed the next day till 
towards evening. In the afternoon Capt T^nJais 
came on board the Bon homme Kiohard and be- 
haved towards me with great disrespect, afKrming 
in the most indelicate manner and language that I 
bad lost my boats and people throogh my imprud- 
ence in sending boats to take a prise. He persisted 
in bis reproaches, though he was assured . . . that 
the barge was towing the ship at the time of elope, 
ment and that she had not been sent in pursuit of 
the prize. He was affronted because I would not 
the day before suffer him to chase without my or- 
ders and to approach the dangerous shore I have 
already mentioned, where he was an entire stranger 
and when there was not sufficient wind to govern 
a ship. He told me he was the aoiy American in 
the squadron and was determined to follow his own 
opinion in chasing when and where he thought 
proper, and in every other matter that otmoemed 
the service, and that if I continued in that situa- 
tion three days longer, the squadron would be 
taken,"! 

1 Bi»bvr%e, 100, 110; Bandi, lee-16& 
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The Cerf wiu sent in to look for the lost boats, 
but Bhe too disappeared. Sbe was unable to over- 
take the boats, lost sight of the squadron, sprni^ 
her mainmast in a gale a few days later, was chased 
by a vessel of superior foroe, and finally returned 
to France, arriving at Faimbceuf September 4. 
Meanwhile the Bonhomme Richard remained a short 
time near the place where these occurrences had 
taken place. It was afterwards learned that Lunt 
was taken prisoner. Besides bim the Richard lost 
hy this mishap another of&cer and twenty of her 
best seamen. A gale on the nig^t of the 26tfa com- 
pelled the flagship to stand off and the next morn- 
ing only the Vengeance was in sight. Joues thought 
that lAndais purposely kept oat of the way. The 
Bouhomme Richard and Vengeance kept to the 
nordiward and on September 1 were off Gape Wrath, 
where they fell in with the Alliance and a prize she 
had taken. The same day a British letter of marque 
was captured. Contrary to Jones's orders these two 
prizes were sent by Landais to Beigen in Norway, 
where they were given up to tiie British consul by 
the Danish authorities ; they became a loss to the 
captors for which Denmark refused to make resti- 
tution. Landius continued to behave in an insubor- 
dinate manner. September 2, the Pallas appeared. 
The squadron cmised a few days between the Ork 
ney and Shetland Islands and some unimportant 
prizes were taken. September 6, a gale came (m 
which blew four days and was followed by contraiy 
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wiuds, BO that land was not again Been nntU the 
13th, when the Cheviot Hills were sighted. Jones 
had with him the Pallas and Vengeance, the Alli- 
ance having again disappeaied. Two oollieis were 
taken on the 14th.^ 

Jones now planned an important enterprise. In 
his report to Franklin, dated October 3, 1779, he 
says : ^ Knowing that there lay at anchor in Leith 
load an armed ahipof 20 gnns, with two or three fine 
ontters, I formed an expedition against lieith, which 
I pnrposed to lay onder a large contribution, or 
otherwise to lednce it to ashes." ' He prepared a 
anmmons addressed to the magistrates of Leith, in 
which he tells them : " I do not wish to distress the 
poor inhabitants ; my intention is only to demand 
your contribntion towards the reimbursement which 
Bribun owes to the much injured citizens of Amer- 
ica." ' This is an aUusion to the depredations com- 
mitted by the British in Chesapeake Bay, Long 
Island Sound, and elsewhere. 

His re^rt continues : " Had I been alone, the 
wind being favorable, I would have proceeded 
directly np the Firth and must have succeeded, as 
they lay there in a state of perfect iudolenoe and 
security, which would have proved their ruin. Un- 
fortunately for me, the Pallas and Vengeance were 

1 Sa«d$, left-ni, 345-247 ; Bhtrtmmt, 110-113 ; Ankivtt de la 
Uarim, B> BO, 274, & IM, 160, 166, B* U (AofU, Saptaiiibn, 
1770). 
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both 8t a oonaiderable dutance in die oCBng, they 
having ehased to the sonthward ; this obliged as to 
steer out of the Firdi again to meet them. The 
captains of the Pallas and Vengeance being oome 
on board the Bon homme Bichard, I oonunnnioated 
to them my project, to which many difBoultieB and 
objections were made by them ; at last, however, 
they appeared to think better of the dedgn, after I 
had assured them that I hoped to raise a contribo- 
tion of 200000 pounds sterling on Letth, and that 
there was no battery <rf cannon there to oppose onr 
landing. So mnch time, however, was onavoidably 
spent in pointed remarks and sage deliberation that 
night, that the wind became oontraiy in the morn- 
ing. We oonttnned working to windward op die 
Jirth withoat being able to reach the road of Lfflth, 
till on the morning of the 17th, when bring almost 
within cannon shot of the town, having everything 
in readiness for a descent, a very severe gale of 
wind came on, and being direcdy contrary, obliged 
UB to bear away, after havii^ in vain endeavored 
for some time to withstand its violence. The gale 
was so severe that one of the prizes that had been 
taken on the 14di sunk to the bottom, the crew 
being with difficulty saved. As the alarm by this 
time had reached Leith by means of a cutter that 
bad watched our motions that moi^iing, and as the 
wind continued contrary (though more moderate 
in the evening), I thought it impossible to pursue 
the oiterprise with a good prospect of success, es- 
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peoiall; m Edinbni^h, where ibere is always a nnm- 
ber of troops, is only a mile distant from Leith; 
theoiefore I gave up the pn^eot." ^ 

The oatter spoken of by Jones, as having watohed 
his motions, was one of several rerenne Gutters 
specially fitted out and armed for servioe against 
the American squadron, some of them having been 
placed under the orders of the admirals command- 
ing T&rions naval stations. As early as Angnst 19 
the alarm excited by the approach of Jones had 
caused oiden for hasty preparations to watch his 
movements and to check them as far as possible. 
This particnlar cutter, having been sent out to re- 
connoitre, sailed at daybreak, September 17. The 
captain reported that he " f omid himself within Pis- 
tol Shot of the fif^ Ghm French Ship, upon which 
he taoked about and afterwards retook a prize they 
had taken in the Month of the !Firth, but a French 
twoi^ fonr Gun Frigate immediately made up and 
obliged him to abandon the Prize. . . . The French 
Squadron consists of a Qity Gun Ship, a twenty 
four Gnn Frigate and a Brig mounting ten Ghms. 
The Ships sail ill and they say they are determined 
to come up to Lath Boad. The Commander of the 
fifty Gun Ship is said to be acquainted with the 
Coast Both the fifty Gun Ship and Frigate are 
painted Black. The fifty Gun Ship has a White 
Bottom and very clumsy mast head." ' This infor- 

1 Sitrbtmt, 112 i &«(., 171-178. 

■ Vi'mtfM 0/ tit ScattiA Board ijf Culom*, 107. 
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m&tioa vas immediately Bent to the CommisBioners 
of the Treaanry.^ 

Jones could not excite the inteiest of his French 
oaptainB in other plans. They were getting uneasy 
at his remaining bo long on the coast and threatened 
to desert him. Therefore the squadron sailed south 
and in the eonrse of a few days serera) prizes were 
taken. September 21, they were oS Flamborongh 
]^ad. Two brigs were captured and a fleet of ves- 
■els was chased, one of which ran ashore, but night 
pnt an end to operations. The next day a fleet ap- 
peared coming ap from the south, but put back ■ 
upon seeing the Bonhcmime Bichard. On signal two 
pilots came aboard the Bichard and informed Jones 
that " a king's frigate lay there in sight, at anchor 
within the Humber, waiting to take under convey 
a number of merdmnt ships bound to the northward. 
The pilots imagined the Bon homme Bichard to be 
an English ship c^ war and consequently communi- 
cated to me the private signal which they bad been 
required to make. I endeavored by this means to 
decoy the sh^ out of the port, but the wind then 
changing and with the tide becoming onfarorable for 
them, the deception had not the desired effect and 
they wisely pnt back. The entrance of the Hnmber 
is exceedingly dif&cnlt and dangerous and, as the 

> JtfintdM of Oe SeottM Board of Cattomt, lQl-108, 20G, 206; 
ilimiUt eflhe £uA Board of Cvtlom*, 23, 24, 38, SO. See a]w> 8a»dM, 
173, 174, jiotet ; London Ckronid*, September 14, 18, 1779 ; Brii^ 
Adainltg Eeeerdi, Coplaiiu' LeOen, No. 2300, 1 (September 20, 
2S,lT7fl). 
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Pallas was not in sight, I tliought it not pmdent 
to remain off the entrance ; I therefore steered oat 
again to join the Pallas off Flamborough Head. 
In the night we saw and chased two ships nntil three 
o'dook in the moroing, wfa^i being at a very small 
distance from them, I made the private signal of 
recognizance which I had ^ven to eaoh captain 
before I sailed from Groaiz ; one half of the an- 
swer only was returned. In this position both sides 
lay to toll daylight, when the ships proved to be the 
Alliance and the Pallas." ^ 

The events of the memorable day that followed 
are best told in the words of Jones himself : " On 
the morning of that day, the 23d, ... we chased 
a brigantine that appeared laying to to windward. 
About noon we saw and chased a large ship that 
appeared coming round Flamboroagh Head from 
the northward, and at the same time I manned and 
armed one of the jnlot boats to send in parsnit of 
the brigantine, which now appeared to be the ves- 
sel that I bad forced ashore. Soon after this a fleet 
of forty-one sail appeared off Flamborongh Head, 
bearing N. N. E. Thie induced me to abandon the 
single ship, which had then anchored in [Bridling- 
ton] Bay ; Z also called back the pilot boat and 
hoisted a signal for a general chase. When the fleet 
discoTered us bearing down, all the merchant ships 
crowded sail towards the shore. The two ships of 

118, 114; SaniU, IT6~18a For anath«r MWaont of 
■a this tima, us Lift o/Natiam^ FaiMing, SS-48. 
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war that protected the fleet, at the aame time 
steered from the haiA and made the dlspositim for 
the battle. In appioachmg the oiemy I crowded 
eveiy poeailde 8^ and made the ugoal for the line 
of battle, to which the Alliance showed no attention. 
Earnest as I was for lite action, I conld not reach 
the commodore's ship nntil seven in the evening, 
being then within pistol shot, when he hailed the 
Bon homme Bichard ; we answered him hj firing 
a whole broadBide." The English ships were the 
Serapis and Connteas of Scarborough. Jones says 
that atdosk they had taoked with a view to running 
under Soarborongh Castle, bat that he had headed 
them oS. The pilot boat, which had bees sent away 
and then recalled, oontained sixteen of thelUchard's 
best men under the second lieutenant, Henry Lnnt, 
The boat was onable to get back before dark and 
liunt then deemed it imprudent to go alongside. 
So the ship lost the services of these men when they 
were most needed.^ 

Jones took his station on the quarterdeck, while 
on the poop was a French volnnteer officer with 
twenty marines. Richard Dale, first lieutenant, was 
in charge of the gun-deck. The tops, commanded 
by midshipmen, were manned l^ marines and sail- 
ors, twenty in the main, fourteen in the fore, and 
nine in the mizzen-top. They were armed with 
^ SherbttTM, 114; Bands, 180, IBl. Jonac'i raport to FtanUin, 
daUd October 3, 1T7S, is nipplementod "bj th« jannul ot hit eain* 
psigv preuDtod to Louia XVI, JoMi MSS., Jimurj 1, 1186 
(qnatod in Sandi), 
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swivels, coehoms, and muskets and were ordered to 
dear the en^ny's tope before taming their fire 
upon his decks.1 

The report goes on : " The battle being thna be- 
gun was continaed with unremitting fury. Every 
method was practised on both sides to gain an ad- 




yaatage and rake each other, and I must confess 
that the enemy's ship, being much more manageable 
than the Bon homme Richard, guned thereby sev- 
eral times an advantageous situation, in spite of my 
best endeavors to prevent it. As I had to deal with 
an enemy of greatly superior force, I was under 
the necessity of cloung with him, to f revent the 
advantage wliich he had over me in point of man- 
1 Faiaang, 43, 45. 
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(BnTTe. It was my intention to lay the Bon honund 
Bichard athwart the enemy's bow, bat as that oper- 
ation required great dezteri^ in the management 
of both sails and helm and some of our braces being 
shot away, it did not exactly sucoeed to my wishes. 
The enemy's bowsprit, however, oame over the Bon 
bomme Kichard's poop by the mizen must and I 
made both ships fast together in that eitnatioti, 
which by the action of the wind on the enemy's sails, 
forced her stem close to the Bon homme Sichard's 
bow, so that the ships lay square alongside of each 
other, the yards being all entangled and the can- 
nou of each ship tonohing the opponent's side. 

**When this position took place it was eight 
o'clock, previous to which the Bon honmie Bichard 
had received sundry eighteen pounds shot below the 
water and le&ked very mnch. My battery of 12- 
ponnders, on which I had plaoed my chief depen- 
dance, being commanded by Lieut. Dale and Col, 
Weibert and manned principally with American 
seamen and French volunteers, were entirely silenced 
and abandoned. As to the six old 18-pounders that 
formed the battery of the lower gun-deck, they did 
no service whatever ; two out of three of tbem burst 
at the first fire and killed almost all the men who 
were stationed to manage them. Before this time 
too, Col. De Chamillard, who commanded a party 
<^ twenty soldiers on the poop, had abandoned that 
station after having lost some of his men; these 
men deserted their quarters. I had now only two 
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pieces of cannoti, 9-poander8 on the qiuuter deck, 
that were not silenced, and not one of the heaner 
cannon was fited during the rest of the action. 
The parser, Mr. Mease, who commanded the gnns 
on the quarter deck, being dangeronsly wounded in 
the head, I was obliged to fill his place and with 
great difficulty rallied a few men and shifted over 
one of the lee quarter-deck guns, so that we after- 
wards played three pieoes of 9-pounder8 vpoa the 
^lerny. The tope alone seconded the fire of this lit- 
tle battery and held out brarely dorii^ the whcde 
of the action, especially the main top where Ueat. 
Stack commanded. I directed the fire of one of the 
three- oannoQ against the maiU'^nast with donble- 
headed shot, while the other two were exceedingly 
well served with grape and canister-shot to silence 
the enemy's musketry and clear her decks, which 
was at last effected. 

*'The enemy were, as I bare since understood, 
on the instant of calling for quarters, when the cow- 
ardice or treachery of three of my under officers 
induced them to call to the enemy. The English 
commodore asked me if I demanded quarters and, I 
having answered him in the most determined nega- 
' tive,tbey renewed the battle with double fury. They 
were unable to stand the deck, but the fire of their 
cannon, especially the lower battery, which was en- 
tirely formed of IS-pounders, was incessant. Both 
ships were set on fire in various places and the 
scene was dreadful beyond the reach of language. 
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To acoount far the timidify of my three under of- 
ficers, I mean the gnnner, the carpenter, and the 
master-at-arms, I mnst ohserve that the two firat 
vere slightly wounded, and as tibe ship had received 
Tarions shots mider water, and one of the pumps 
being shot away, the carpenter expressed his fear 
that she wonid sink and the other two ooncladed 
that she was sinking, which occasioned the gunner 
to nm aft on the poop, without my knowledge, to 
strike the cx^rs. Fortunately for me, a cannon ball 
had done that before l^ carrying away the ensign- 
staff ; he was therefore reduoed to the necessity of 
unking, as he supposed, or of calling for quarter 
and he preferred the latter. 

" A ll this time the Bon homme Bidiard bad 
sustained the action alone and the enemy, though 
mndi superior in foroe, would have been very ^ad 
to hare got dear, as appears by their own acknow- 
ledgments and their having let go an anchor the 
instant that I laid them on board, by which means 
they wonld have escaped, had I not made them well 
fast to the Bon htmime Kichard. At last, at half 
past nine o'clook, the Alliance appeared and I now 
thought the battle at an end, but to my utter 
astonishment he discharged a broadside full into 
the stem of the Bon homme Bichard. We called 
to him for God's sake to forbear firing into the Bon 
homme Bichard, yet he passed along the off aide 
of the ship and continued firing. There was no 
possilnlity of his mistaking the en^ny's ship for 
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tiie Bon homme Sichard, there being the most essen- 
tia difference in their appearuioe and oonstmction ; 
besides, it was then fall moonlight and the aides of 
the Bod homme Bichaid vere all black, while the 
ndea of the prises were yellow. Yet, for the greater 
Beonri^, I showed the signal of oar reoonnoissance 
hy patting oat three lanthoms, one at the head 
(bow), another at the stem (quarter), and the 
third in the middle, in a horizontal line. Every 
tongne cried that he was firing into the wrong ship, 
bat nothing avuled ; he passed roond firing into 
the Bon hopmie fiichard's head, stem, and broad- 
side, and by one of his ToUies hilled several of my 
best men and mortally woanded a good ofBoer <m 
the forecastle. 

" My sitoation was really deplorable. The Bon 
hmnme Biohard recidved varioas shots nnder water 
from the Alliance, the leak gained on the pomps, 
and the fire increased much on board both shijM. 
Some officers persnaded me to strike, of whose 
courage and good sense I entertain a high opinion. 
My treacherons master-atarma let loose all my 
prisoners without my knowledge and my prospect 
became gloomy indeed." The prisoners were mach 
frightened, believing that the ship was sinking, and 
were at onoe put to work at the pomps ; otherwise, 
1^ reioforoing the enemy, they would surely have 
tamed tiie scale in his favor. " I would not, how- 
ever, give up the point. The enemy's main-ma«t 
began to shake, their firing decreased, ours rather 
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incieased, and the Britisli colon were Btmck at luH 
an hour past ten o'clock." ^ 

Itientenant Dale, who was in ocHomand of the 
gon-deck, gives further details. J^ says that the 
Bonhomme Bichard's first broadside was instantly 
returned by the Serapis. " Oar position being to 
windward of the Serapis, we passed ahead of her 
and the Serapis coming np on oar larboard [star^ 
board ?] quarter, the action commenced abreast of 
each other. The Serapis soon passed ahead of the 
Bon bomme Biohard and when he thonght he bad 
gained a distance snf&nent to go down athwart tha 
fore foot to rake us, found he had not enoi^h dis- 
tance and that the Bon bonune Bichard would be 
aboard him, put his helm a-lee, which brought the 
two ships on a line, and the Bon homme Bichard 
baring headway, ran her bows into tihe stem of the 
Serapis. ... As we were unable to bring a single 
gun to bear upon the Serapis, oar topsails were 
backed, while those of the Serapis being filled, the 
ships separated. The Serapis wore short ronnd apon 
her beel and her jibboom ran into the mizen rig- 
ging of the Bon homme Bichard ; in this situation 
the ships were made fast together with a hawser, 
the bowsprit of the Serapis to the mizenmast of the 
Bon homme Bichard, and the action recommenced 

1 Sktrlmnu,Ua-in;Sandt,181~lS6;MiiHoiradaPmdJ<)nMt, 
76-104, whioh diifen in details from tha report of Ootober 3 ; Mae- 
iDnuu, t, ob. Tiii ; Bcribner'M Magadm, Anguat, 1898, aitiale bf 
Gftptain Mahaa ; Jonet MSB., Saptember 24, ITTQ ; Log of Bon- 
toMot Biehardj lad^endeM ChronicU, Febnuiy 17, 1780> 
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from the starboard sides of the two ships. With a 
view of aeparatmg the ships, the Serapis let go her 
anchor, which nuuioeuvre brought her head and the 
stem of the Bon homme Itichard to the wind, while 
the ships lay cloael; pressed against each other. A 
novelty i° naval combats was now presented to 
many witnesses, but to few admirers. The rammers 
were mn into the respective ships to enable the 
men to load, after the lower ports of the Serapis 
had been blown away to make room for nmning 
ont their guns. . . . Neither the repeated broad- 
sides of the AUianoB, given with the view of sink- 
ing or disabling the Bon homme Bichaid, the fre- 
qnent necessily of suspending the combat to extin- 
goish the fiames which several times were within a 
few inches of the m^azine, nor the liberation by 
the maater-atArms of nearly 500 prisoners,^ ooold 
change or weaken the purpose of the American 
commander. At the moment of the liberation of the 
prisoners, me of them, a commander of a 20 gan 
ship taken a few days before, passed through the 
ports on board the Serapis and informed Captoin 
Pearson that if he would hold ont only a little while 
longer, the ship alongside would either strike or 
sink, and tiiat all the prisoners had been released 
to save tbeir lives."* 

1 Am then trere lint four hundred and serenty-two priaonan 
■Itoggtlier, after the oniiia (Pop. Cont, Congr., 198, 211, Deoem- 
bec 16, 1T70), ttiara vara pnibftblj les than two haudred on board 
ths Bonhomme lUchud at the time of the batde. 

* Shtrbunu, 121, 122 ; Sandt, lOO-lM. See alao Fanning, 46-56. 
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Kathaoiel Fanning, a midshipnuui on the !Boii- 
homme Biohard gtationed in the maintop, says that 
the enemy's tops had been silenoed within an hoar, 
and it was not long after that before "the topmen 
in onr tops had taken posseshiiHi of the enemy's 
tops, whioh was done by reason of the Serapis's 
yards being looked together with ours, tliat we could 
with ease go from onr mun top into the enemas 
fore top ; and so on, from onr ton top into the 
Serapis's mun top. Having knowledge of tliis, we 
transported from oar own into the en«ny's tops, 
. . . hand granadoes, &a, vluoh we threw in unong 
tiie enemy whenever they made their appearanoe." ^ 
In the course <^ time the quarter-deck of the Sera- 
pis was entirely cleared, lai^y by this fire from 
the tops ; and th^ ezeontion extended below decks. 
In serving the nuun battery of the Serapia, many 
eig^teen-ponnder cartridges had acoomnlated on the 
gun-deck, which led to a catastrophe. Fanning says : 
" A mngle hand granado having been thrown by 
one of our men out of the main top of the enemy, 
designing it to go among the enemy who were hud- 
dled together between her gun decks, it on its way 
atmck on one side of the combings of her upper 
hatch-way and rebonnding from that, it took a di- 
rection and fell between their decks, where it com- 
municated to a quantity of loose powder scattered 
about the enemy's cannon." The hand grenade, 
upon bursting, ignited the powder and the Gai> 
1 Framing, SO. 
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tridges, the fire running fiom one to another, and 
"made a dreadful ezploritm."^ '*The effect," says 
Dale, " was tranendous; mote than twenty of the 
enemy were blown to pieces, and many stood with 
only the oollats of their shirts upon their bodies." > 
This disaster doubtless hastened the end of the 
battle. 

In his report of Ootober 6, 1779, to the British 
Admiralty, Captain Pearson of the Serapis says, 
** that on the 28d. ult. being close in with Scarbor- 
ough, about eleven o'clock, a boat came on board 
with a letter from the Bailiffs of that corporation, 
^ving information of a flying squadron oi the ene- 
my's ships being on the coast luid of a part of the 
stud squadron having been seen from thence the 
day before, standing to the southward. As soon as 
I received this intelligence I made the signal for 
the convoy to bear down under my lee and repeated 
it with two guns ; notwithstanding which, the van 
of the convoy kept their wind, with all sail stretch- 
ing out to the southward from under Flamborough 
head, till between twelve and one, when the headmost 
of them got sight of the enemy's ships, which were 
then in chaoe of them. They then tacked and made 
the best of their way under shore for Scarborough 
&C., letting fly their top-gallant sheets and firing 
guus^ upon which I made all the sail I conid to 
windward, to get between the enemy's ships and 
the convoy, whieh I soon effected. At one o'clock 

> Faming, S3. * SIttrlnirna, 132, 
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ve got eight of tlie enemy's ships from the mast- 
head and about four we made them plain from the 
deck to be three hago ships and a brig; upon which 
I made the Countess of Soarboiongh's sigual to join 
me, she being in ahare with the convoy. At the 
same time I made the signal for the convoy to make 
the best of their way. . . . 

" At half past five, the Countess of Scarborou^ 
joined me, the enemy's ships then bearing down 
upon us widi a light breeze at S. S. W. At six, 
tacked and laid onr head in shore, in oider to keep 
oar gtotmd the better betwe^i the enemy's ships 
and the convoy, soon after which we perceived the 
sliips bearing down upon us to be a two-decked ship 
and two frigates, but from their keeping end on 
upon ns, on bearing down, we could not discern what 
oolours they were nnder. At about 20 minutes past 
seven, the largest ship of the three brought to on 
onr larboard bow, within musket shot. I hailed him 
and asked what ship it was; they answered in 
English, the Princess Royal. I then asked where 
they belonged to ; they answered evasively, on which 
I told them, if they did not answer directly I would 
fire into them. They then answered with a shot 
which was instantly returned with a broadside, and 
after exchanging two or three broadsides, he 
backed his topsails and dropped upon our quarter 
within pistol shot, then filled again, put his helm 
a-weather, and run us on board upon onr weather 
quarter and (d;tempted to board us, but being re- 
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poised be sheered off; apon which I haoked onr 
topsails in order to get square with him again, which 
as soon as he observed, he then filled, pat his helm 
s-weather and lud ns athwart hawse. His mizen 
sbtouds took our jib boom, which bang him for 
some time, till at last gave way and we dropt along 
side of each other head and stem, when the fluke 
of onr spare anchor hooking his quarter, we became 
so dose fore and aft, tiiat the mnzzles of onr guns 
toached each others sides. In this position we en- 
gaged &om half past e^ht till half past ten, doriog 
which time, from the quantity and variety of com- 
bustible matters which they threw in npcm onr decks, 
ch^ns, and in short into every part of the ship, wa 
were on fire not less than ten or twelve times in 
different' parts of the ship and it was with the 
greatest difficulty and exertion imaginable at times 
that we were able to get it exdngoished. At the 
same time the largest of the two frigates kept sail- 
ing round us the whole action and [raking] us fore 
and aft, by which means she killed or wounded al- 
most every man on the quarter and main detsks. 

** About half past nine, either from a hand gren- 
ade being thrown in at one of our lower deck ports, 
or from some other accident, a cartridge of powder 
was set on fire, the fiames of which ronning from 
cartridge to c^iridge all the way aft, blew up the 
whole of the people and ofBcerg that were quartered 
abaft the main-mast, from which unfortunate tir- 
oumstance all those guns were rendered useless for 
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the remainder <^ the sctioD, and I fear the greatest 
part of the people vill lose their lives. At ten 
o'cdock, tiiey called for qnarters from the ship 
alongside and said they had striH^ Hiring this, 
I called apon the Captain to know if they had 
stmok, or if he asked for quarters, bnt no answer 
being made, after repeating my words two or three 
times, I called tot the boarders and ordered them 
to board, which they did ; but the moment they were 
on board her, they discorered a superior nomber 
laying onder corer with pikes in theb hands, ready 
to receive them ; on which oor people instantly re- 
treated into onr own ship and returned to their gnns 
again until half past ten, when the frigate ocmiing 
scrOBB oor stem and poniing her broadside into ns 
again, without our being able to bring a gun to bear 
on her, I found it in vain and in short impraotic^ 
Ue, from the situation we were in, to stand oat any 
longer with the least prospect of success. I there- 
fore struck." ^ 

The Bonhomme Bicbard carried eight nine-pound- 
ers on her qnarter-deck and forecastle, twenty-eight 
twelve-ponnders on the gun-deok and six eigbteens 
on the lower deck. Her broadside weight of metal, 
therefore, was two hundred and fifty-eight pounds. 
The loss of her eigbteens at the very outset at once 
reduced this to two hundred and four pounds. The 
Serapis was a fine, new, double decked ship, rated 

> Mmon, ix, 46; Sherburae, 124; Britiih Admiralty Secardt, 
Ciiptaiiu' Letten, No. 2305.1 (Ootobor 6, ITIfl). 
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a forty-four, but oarrTiDg fifty gunB : twenty flight 
teens oa the lower gun-deok, twenty nines above, 
and ten sizes on the qoarter-dech and forecastle, 
giving her a broadside of three hundred pounda to 
the Biohard's two hundred and four. This state- 
ment, however, does not fully express her superior- 
ity, as heavy guns are far more effeative in propor- 
tion than light ones ; that ia to say, two eighteens 
can do muoh mote execution than three twelves, 
"nie number of men on board the Bonhomme 
Biohard at the time d the battle, allowing for de- 
sertions and those absent in prises and in the two 
boats of Henry and Cutting Liuit, was probably 
not much over three hundred ; Jones makes it three 
hundred and twenty-two and thinks that a further 
deduction should be made on account of the men 
blown up by the bursting of the eighteen-pounders 
at the firat fire.^ The crew of the Sarapis appears 
to have been of very nearly the same size, but more 
homogeneona and reliable in oharaoter. The num- 
ber of casualties was very large in both ^ps. 
Jones estimates his loss at a hondred and Bity 
killed and wounded, without Bpeoiffing the propor- 
tion of each.' Pearson states that the Serapis had 
forty-nine killed and sixty-eight wounded, bat Uiat 
the list is incomplete.* Both ships snfFered severely. 
" With respect to the aitaatioa of the Bon homme 
lUchard," says her commander, "the rudder waa 

1 Mtm. dt Pmd Jena, 91. * SlurbwM, 114. 

1 Alnen, iz, 48. 
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out entirely off the stem frame and the tranBnins 
were almoBt ectirely out away; the timbers, by the 
lower deck espeeially, from the mammast to the 
stern, being greatly decayed vitk age, were man- 
gled beyond my power of description." Both aidra 
of the ship for a great distance were wholly shot 
away, leaving little support for the upper deck, aad 
projectiles passed through without hitting anythii^. 
Dead and wounded were lying in heaps. " A perw 
son moat have been an eyewitness to form a just 
idea c^ the tremendous scene of carnage, wreck and 
ruin that everywhere appeared. Humanity cannot 
but recoil from the prospect of such finished horror 
and lammt that war shoold produce sudi fatal con- 
sequences." ^ The miunmast and mizzen-topmast of 
the Serapts fell overboard immediately after her 
surrender and she was otherwise much injured. 

It was Jones's indomitable determination not to 
yield that won this battie. Pearson, in surrendering 
to what he considered a superior force, did so before 
that force, through the added weight of the Alliance, 
had become more than a merely potattial one. That 
tiie Serapis, moreover, so greatly superior in sailing 
qualities, so much more manageable, even with the 
disadvantage of her leeward position, should have 
allowed the clumsy Bonhomme Richard to get 
alongside and grapple her, does not indicate the 
beet seamanship. 

There seems to have been a prevalent belief in 
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England jnst after the battle, expressed in a letter 
of Lord Nortb, that the Serapis suooeeded in beat- 
ing off the Bonhomme lUdiard and was then obliged 
to strike to the Alliance.^ It ia certain that Pear- 
s(Hi greatly eza^erated the part taken by Landais 
in the engagement. It ia established by the over- 
whelming weight of testimony that the Alliance 
fired just three broadsides, all of them after the two 
chief contestants were lashed together; and that 
these broadsides damaged the Bonhonune Biohard 
more than they did the Serapis. Many shot-holes 
foand on the port side of the Bichard must have 
been made by the fire of the Alliance, for that ude 
was never turned towards the Serapis. Many of&cers 
of the aquadron, both American and French, sus- 
pected Landais of treachery, and according to their 
testimony he admitted that he would hare been 
well pleased at the surrender of the Bichard, nUoh 
would hare given him an opportanity to enter the 
contest, capture both ships and reap the glory .^ 

Meanwhile the Pallas and the Countess of Scar^ 
borough had fought an engagement. It was aup- 
posed on board the Bonhomme Richard at the time 
that it waa the Alliance that engaged the Scar- 
borough.' Of this action Jones says in his report 
of October 8 : " Captain Cottineau engaged the 
Countess of Scarborough and took her after an 
hour's action, while the Bon homme Kiohard en- 

1 Btop/ord-SaekmUt USS., 140. < Bherbunt, 166-171. 

■ Log efih* Bonhonme Ridnrd. 
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gaged the SerapU. The ConnteBS of ScarboTongh 
ia an armed ship of 20 sk-poandera and was oom- 
nianded by a King's officer. In the action the Coun- 
tess of Scarbotongh aad the Serapis were at a con- 
sidetahle distanoe asunder, and the Alliance, as I 
am informed, fired into the PalLu and killed some 
men. If it should he asked why the convoy was anf- 
feted to esci^, I mnst answer that I was myself 
in no condition to pursue and that none of the rest 
showed any inclination, not even Mr. Bioot [in the 
Vengeance] , who had held off at a distance to wind- 
ward during the whole action. . . . The Alliance 
too was in a state to pursue the fleet, not having 
had a single man wounded or a angle shot fired at 
her from the Serapis, and only three that did exe- 
cution from the Countess of Scarborough at such 
a distance that one stuck in the side and the other 
two just touched and then dropped into the water. 
The AUiimce killed one man only on board the 
Serapis. As Captain de Cottineau charged himself 
with manning and secnring the {oisoners of the 
Coontess of Scarborough, I think the escape of 
the Baltic fleet cannot so well be charged to his 
aoconnt."* 

Captain Pierey of the Countess of Scarborough, 
in his report to Captain Pearson, has left the only 
detailed account of the %ht between his ship and 
the Pallas. " About two minutes," he says, *' after 
you began to engage with the largest ships of the 
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enemy's sqaadton, I recraved a broadBidie from one 
of the frigates, which I inetantlj returned and con- 
tinned eng^ng her for ahoat twentjr minates, 
when she dropt astern. I then made sail np to the 
Serapis, to see if I could give yoa aayasBlgtance, 
but npon ooming near yoa I found you and the 
enemy so ckse together and oorered with smoke 
that I oonld not distingoiah one ship from the 
other; and for fear I might fire into the Serapis 
instead of the enemy, I backed the main-top-sail in 
order to engage the attention of one of the frigates 
that was that ooming np. Whenshegotonmystai^ 
board quarter she gave me her broadade, which, as 
soon as I coold get my guns to bear (which was very 
soon done), I returned and otmtinned engaging her 
for near two hours, when I was so unfortonate as 
to have all my braces, great part of the mnning 
rigging, mun and mizen top-eail sheets shot away, 
seven of the guns dismounted, four men killed and 
twenty wounded, and another frigate coming np on 
my larboard quarter." Pieicy then surrendered.^ 

Captains Pearson and Fiercy were subsequently 
tried by a oourt martial, the verdict of which was 
that they and their offioers and men "have not 
only acquitted themselves of their itxkf to their 
oountry, but have in the execution of such duty 
done infinite credit to themselves by a veaey obstinate 
defence against a superior force." * 

1 ^Mon, iz, 48. 

* Brit. Adm. Btc, CenrU Martial, No. KIS (Uuek 10, ITOO). 
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These contests attracted much attention on dian 
and many spectators viewed the scene from Elam- 
borongh Head and Scarborough. Bright moonlight 
made objects viuble at a distance and the spectacle 
must have been impressiTe. A letter from Scar- 
borOQgh says : " Soon after onr arrival on Thursday 
evening we were told there was an engagement at sea ; 
I immediately threw np the sash of the room I was 
in and we had a fair view of the engagement, which 
appeared very severe, for the firing was frequently 
so quick that we oonld scarce count the shots." ^ 

After the battle the Bonhomme Bichard was on 
fire in several places and was leaking rapidly. There 
was five feet of water in the hold, one pump had 
been shot away, and the three others were barely 
able to keep the water from guning, in a smooth 
sea. " The fire broke out in various puts of the 
ship," says Jones, "in spite of all the water that 
oould be thrown to quench it and at length broke 
out aa low as the powder magazine and within a few 
inches of the powder. In that dilemma I took oat 
the powder upon deck, ready to be thrown ovn- 
board at the last extremity, and it was 10 o'clock 
the next day, Uie 24th, before the fire was entirety 
extingoiBhed. . . . After the carpenters, as well as 
Capt. de Cottineaa and other men of sense, had 
well examined and surveyed the ship (which was 
not finished b^ore five in the evenii^), I found 

* Zumdon Ohromiit, Stptoniber 30, 1T7Q. Sw >bo Siit. Uan. 
Cvm., Beport xIt, App. i, 21. 
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erery person to be oonvmced that it was impoBuUe 
to keep the Bon homme Siohard afloat so as to 
reach a pent if the 'wind should inwease, it being 
then only a moderate breeze. I had but little time 
to remove my votmded, which now became onaToid- 
able and which was effected in the oonise of the night 
and next morning. I was determined to keep the 
Bon homme Richard afloat and if possible to bring 
hffl into port. For that pnrpoae the first lientenant 
of the Pallas continned on board with a party of 
men to attend the pnmps, with boats in waiting 
ready to take them on board in case the water 
should gain on them too fast. The wind angmented 
in the ni^t and the next day, on the 25th, so that 
it waa impossible to prevent the good <dd ship from 
unking. They did not abandon her till after 9 
o'clock ; the water was then np to the lower deck 
and a little after ten I saw with inexpreasible grief 
the last glimpse of the Bon homme Kichard. No 
lives were lost with the ship, but it was impossible 
to save the stores of any sort whatever. I lost even 
the best part of my clothes, books and papers ; and 
seroral of my officers lost all their clothes and 
rffeots."^ 

Jost after the action seven Englishmen of the 
Kchard's crew stole a boat from the Serapis and 
escaped ashore, where they gave an aocoant of the 
cmise and battie and of Jones's intentions as they 

1 Sivbunu, 117, 118 ; Sandi, ISO-leS. Sm Famdng, 61, for m 
dewsription of tha rinkiiy of Um BooItoiDma Bioluvd. 
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nnderatood tliem.* The ey&^bwn wt Soaiw 
boroogh Bays that the day after the engagement 
M BIZ Bail were seen about two leagues oS at aea, 
much shattered, one of which, a large ship, had lost 
her nuujunast ; they kept their itation all ibxt daj. 
Yesterday morning [September 26] ibej were gone 
to the northward, as is supposed, for the wind would 
not suit for any other quarter."* They had ap- 
parently drifted off before Hie wind, as th^ ware 
not yet in a oonditian to make saiL 

The situation of the squadron on the British 
ooast was becoming dangerous, and yet before flight 
was possible a vast amount of work was to be done 
in repairing the injaries to the Serapis sofKoiently 
to make her seawortl^. Jones took command <^ 
her when t^e Bonhomme Bidiard sank and aftOT 
fltrennouB ezertiona, at 1 a-m. September 28, ao- 
oording to her journal, *< Gott up a Jury Main 
Mast" By evening the sqoadxon was ready to sail 
and the oommodore signalled to stand to the west- 
ward, and a few honrs later, to the eastward. 
Meanwhile on the very day of iba battle Admiral 
Hardy, commanding the Channel fleet, who had re- 
OffiTcd orders to send a strong force in sewdi d 
the Amerioan squadron, di^ntched five ships on 
that duty.' A letter from Bridlington, September 
24, says that in the opiuiou of the sailors who had 

1 Landau Chromd*, Septambsr, 38, SO, 1779; B<Mm OoMttU, 
Jurau7 8, 1780. 

* Xanrfsn Ckmid*, Saptanbw 30, 1770. 

* BrU. Adm. Btc^ A. D. Sf, S«ptomlNr 23, 177ft 



:.bv Google 



CKUISE ABOmTD THE BRITISH ISLB8, 1779 479 
escaped ashore " Jones's plan was to destroy Soar- 
boioogh, Bridlington and Hull, with some other 
jdaoes; and that he intended landing at FUm- 
boroagh yesterday morning, but the sea ran too 
higK" ^ It was reported from Hull, September 26, 
tlkat the squadron was still visible from Elam- 
boroogh Head that morning steering north, and 
that it was scarcely out of sight when four British 
vessels appeared in pursuit^ The correspondent 
who had been watching events from Soarboroogh 
says that on the same morning " eight of our ships 
of war appeared in sight, and which are gone in 
search of Jones." 

The state of mind along the east ooast of Eng- 
land at the time is reflected in a letter of the Mar- 
quis oi Bockingham, written to Lord Weymont^ 
September 28. Speaking of the defenses of Hnll 
he says : " I shall not hesitate to say that from an 
Attack l^ Fr^tes or Ships of "War it was entirely 
without defence ; the Artillery in the Fort — its 
only defence — were nnservioeable both &om the 
Carriages being entirely rotten and also from most 
of the Guns which carried any Weight of Metal 
being honeycombed and dangerous to Use. ... A 
ship of 60 Gmis can lay, even at low Water, wiUun 
less than 400 Yards of the Town. In Paul Jones's 
Squadron Qie largest Vrasel was a 40 Gun Ship, so 
that whatever Force he had could have come up. It 
appeared to me that not only from the Information 
1 Limdai Chnmidt, SaptaralMr 80, 1719. * Ibid. * Ibid. 
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of a Man vlio had been put by Paul Jones into a 
prize uid who had assisted ywj principally in se- 
curing the men and bringing her in with the As- 
sistance of a HoU Pilot, but also from the Size and 
Number of Ships in Paul Jones's Squadron, that 
there oonld not be any Number of Soldiers or Ma- 
rines on Board," or that any force oonld be landed 
which oonld not be repelled by the militia of the 
neighborhood, insuring the safety of Hull and its 
shipping. "I oonoeiTed very differently in r^;ard 
to an attempt being made by the Sqaadxon coming 
np Humber. I therefore pressed as much as I pos- 
sibly could that erery Effort should be made to 
prepare Batteries and get what Artillery could be 
had. ... At the Meeting on Friday Morning In- 
tellig^ice came that the Serapis and Countess of 
Scarboroagh had been seen shortening sail, cover- 
ing the Baltic Fleet and waiting for Paul Jones " ; 
and later " that the Engagement was b^^an, but it 
growing dark, the Event of a very Warm Action 
was not known. . . . The Unfortunate Event of 
th«r being Captured after a most Severe Engage- 
ment came to our Knowledge at Hull on Friday 
Evening, when the Mayor immediately called a 
Meeting, and at which the Proposition of preparing 
Batteries was unanimoualy adopted." ^ 

The British ships in search of Jones did not find 

him, althoi^h he was " tossing about to and fro in 

the North Sea for ten days in oonb?ary winds and 

> Am«r. Hit. Btvine, April, lOUL 
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bad weather, in order to gun the port of Dunkirk, 
on aocoont of the jmsonerB." NotwithBtanding tiw 
inatmotiona governing the omise named the Tezel 
as the port of destination, Jones wished to put into 
Dunkirk, so as to place his prizes and prinoners at 
once nnder Freooh jorisdiotion, and it would have 
saved him mocb annoyance had this been possible. 
The other oaptaine, however, iosisted upon oanying 
out the letter of the instmctums and bore away 
for the TexeL Jones was forced to follow or to 
proceed alone to Dunkirk and he chose the former 
alternative. The squadron anchored off the Tezel 
Octobers, 1779.1 

The commodore spent nearly three months at the 
Texel refitting his ships and then waiting for an 
opportnni^ to get away, being blockaded by a 
Biitish squadron cruising outside. The purpose <rf 
the French Minister of Marine in making the 
Tezel the objective point of the oroise was Uiat a 
convoy might be furnished for a number of vessela 
loaded with naval and military stores which it waa 
derired to bring to France. Also it was hoped that 
Uta Indien might be taken into a fVenoh port, and 
the French ambassador to Holland, to whom Jones 
reported on his arrival, wished to obtain from the 
Dutch government authority for the sale of the 
diip to some merchant who oould place her under a 

1 BandM, 200; SHerhnw, laa Fanniag, 61-08, Hiyi tli«7 wen 
aluwd into tha Taxal by* Britith •qudioii.wliioli Mnwiiwd out- 
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neutral flag. Nothing of this sort, howeTer, tras 
aooomplished, and the only naeful purpose served 
by the presence of the squadron in neutral waters 
iraa inorea«ng the estoang^nent between England 
and Holland which ultimately led to war, mani- 
festly to G» aclTantsge of the United States. If 
Joues oonld have gone directly to the French port of 
Dunkirk, maoh vexation and embarrassment would 
have been saved and he could readily have dis- 
posed of his prizes and prisoners. The British ant 
bassador at the Hagae, upon the arrival of the 
squadron, made a vehement protest to the Dntch 
govmiment, and demanded " that these ships and 
their crews may be stopped and delivered up, 
which the pirate Paul Jones of Scotland, who is a 
rebel subject and criminal of the state, has taken." ^ 
The Dntch, however, moved slowly in the matter 
and refused to commit tliemselves as to the legality 
of the captures. Jones was allowed time to refit his 
ships and was permitted to land his wounded, so 
that they might be cared for in a fort which waa 
placed at his disposal. He entered into an agree- 
ment with Captain Pearson, aooording to which the 
wounded prisoners were to be guarded and cared 
for at the e^wnse of the United States, and later 
exchanged for Americans.' 

In consequence of the charges ag^st him Cap- 

1 BhrrbuTM, 120. 

* Ibid., 128-133, 174; Sonrf*. 200-218; Wluaton, iil, 356, 897; 
Ardai^ dt la MoHm, B^ 91, 186, B* IH, 175. 
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tain LanduBwas ordered baok to Paris l^Frauklui, 
October 16. With respect to these chaises, twenty- 
five in ntimber, and formally drawn np October SO, 
there was a practical nnanimily of opinion among 
the officers of the squadron an to the reprehensible 
conduct of Landus during the cnuBC. Four officers 
of the Alliance, including the first lieutenant, at- 
tested that several people on board that ship " told 
Captain Tiaudaig at different times that he fired 
upon the wrong ahip; others refused to fize."* 
Sometime after the departure <^ Landaia, Jones 
took command of the Alliance, all the other vessels 
having been put under the French flag to avoid 
complications with Holland. Arrangements vrere 
made for the exchange of prisoners and the dis- 
posal of prizes. The squadron bad taken more than 
enough prisoners to procure the release by ezchange 
of all the Americans confined in £ugland. The 
plan adopted was to exchange Jones's prisoners for 
French at the Texel, France agreeing to give tiie 
same number of English in France for the Ameri- 
cans in England. Jones was offered a French com- 
mission, which would further have facilitatednuttters, 
but he resolutely refused it and saved the Alliance 
from beii^ also placed under the French flag. His 
situation was daily growing more uncomfortable, 
as the Dnteh were unwillii^ longer to disregard 
the importunity of the British ambassador. He 
was at last peremptorily ordered by the Dutch ad- 
s, 166-171. 
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miral to depart with the fitst favonble wind. He 
waa ready to sail Deoember 1, and then waited 
nearly four weeks for aa opportooity. On the ISth, 
he wrote to Franklin : " We hear that the enemy 
ttaXi keeps s squadron craiaitig off here, hnt this 
shall not prevent my attempts to depart whenever 
the wind will permit. I hope we have recovered 
the trim of this ship, which was entirely lost daring 
the last omise, and I do not mnoh fear the enemy 
in the long and dark nights of this season. The 
ship is veH manned and shall not be given away, 
I need not tell yon I will do my atmost to take 
prisoners and prizes in my way from hence."* 
Aboat this time Captain Conyngham, who had es- 
caped from prison in England and had crossed over 
to Holland,' came aboard the Alliance. At last, 
with a favoring east wind, the ship got away from 
the Texel December 2T, 1TT9, aiid snooeeded in 
running the blockade of the British squadron ont- 
side.' 

With her best Amerioaa colors flying, the ASi- 
anoe " passed along the Flemish banks and getting 
to windward oE the enemy's fleets of observation in 
the North Sea," ran through the Straits of Dover 
in foil view of the British fleet in the Downs. 
During the night of December 28 several vessels 

1 &»d(, 239; IFlortmi, Hi, 425. 

* Sm abon, p. STI. 

■ &»rf>, 21S-248 ; Bitrbwm, 14S-16!, 174-164, 219 ; Whartim, 
iU, 876, 819, 424, 425, 460, 431, 635; Ardava dt la Jfon'M, B« 
172,140. 
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were seen and the next morning the frigate passed 
" the Me of Wight, in view of the enemy's fleet 
at Spithead, and in two days more got safe through 
the ohatmel, having passed by windward in sight 
of seTenil of the eaemy's hxge two-decked oroisitig 
ships."' Jones then omiaed a week or more to the 
southward and off Cape Finisterre. Jann&ry8,178Q, 
he oaptored a br^ which he sent to America. He 
went into Corima January 16, where he was well 
received by the Spanish. Conyngham left the Alli- 
ance here and joined a ship bonnd to America. 
Jones sailed again, January 28, for another cruise 
off Cape Finisterre, but meeting with no success, 
put into Groix Boads February 10. At L'Orient, 
Jones fonnd the Senilis awaiting condenmation. 
She and the Countess of Scarborough and Pallas 
had gone from the Texel to Dunkirk, whence the 
Serapis had proceeded to L'Orient. She was even- 
tually sold there, and the Countess of Scarborough 
at Dunkirk.' 

The sitnaticm of the United States respeoting 
naval conditions at the end of 1779 was relatively 
better than in the two previous years ; the falling- 
off was proportionately less. The heavy annual loss 

1 Sonifi, 243, 244. 

' Bierbunte, 184-190, 319 ; Faiming, 76-79 ;I/>gt>ftla Mianet ; 
Pvim.itag.Bia.andBiogr.,3iaairj, 1899 ; JonttMSS., Fgbnuty 
10, 12, 1780, JoDM to Gonriads A UojUu ud to Fruklin; 
AtAxvu da ia Marine, B' 88, 38, SO, 97, 99, B* 17S, 145, 102, B* 
16 (Jaarier, 1730). 
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in frigates was less heavy ; tbere were fewer fri- 
gates to lose, and the Warren was the only one 
dropped from the list The loss of the sloop Provi- 
denoe was keenly felt heoaiue of her very nsefol 
and Boooeasfnl oareer. Other small vessels that 
passed away were the sloop of war Greneral Gates, 
the brig Diligent, the cotter Eevenge and the sloop 
Aigo, Of the original thirteen frigates there still 
nanuned the Providenoe, Tmmboll, and Bosttm ; 
the Tmmbnll had at last made her eseape from Hie 
Connecticnt Rirer, but was not yet ready for sea. 
The Deane, Queen of France, and Ranger also re- 
mained ; and two prime thirfy-two-gon frigates, the 
Afliance and Confederacy, first went into active 
service in 1779. Vessels still under construction 
were slowly progressing towards completion. The 
four vessels fitted out in France to cruise under the 
American fiag were for temporary service only. Un- 
fortonatdy the prize ship Serapis was not procured 
for the Continental navy ; no money was available 
for her porofaase. The achievements of the navy 
daring the year were gratifying. The several sno- 
oessful eroises in American waters and the brilliant 
exploits of Jonea added reputation to the service. 
The Penobscot expedition was chiefly a local aC^r 
and the gloom produced by the disaster did not, 
in its full intensity at least, overspread the whole 
ooontry. 

In 1779, privateering played a BtiU more import 
tant part In naval warfare than before. Two hnn- 
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dred and sine oommhmoaB were granted by the 
Contmental Congress to private anned vessd^, 
eighty mora than the nomber c^ the preriooa year. 
The enterprise of the separate states also in this 
mode of Bearserrioe continued to develop and in- 
creaae. Greater activity was likewise displayed by 
the English. From Augost, 1778, to April, 1779, 
one hundred privateers were fitted out in Liverpool, 
aggregating more than twenty-four thousand tons, 
moonting sixteen hundred and fifty guns and with 
crews numbering more than Beventy-foor hundred 
men. A liat of British privateers fitted out at New 
York, published in April, comprised one hundred 
and twenty-one vessels, indudiug two of thirty-six 
guns each, one thirty, one twenty-eight, and thirty 
others of twenty or more guns, the whole mtmned 
by about ninety-six hundred men. Another list, 
compiled for Admiral Gambier, February 27, **of 
Private Ships and YesaelB of War belonging to the 
Fort of New York, now at Sea," oonttuns sixty-nine 
names. Many American vessels were taken by tbese 
privateers, of which, however, many in turn were 
captured.^ 

Duringtheyear 1779, the British navy increased, 
in the total number of ships, from four hundred 
and tlur^-two to four hundred and eighty-one ; ships 

^ JTaml Btcardt (oalandu), 217-496, lid ot Condiuntil l«tte» 
of marque ; i^iuf on CAriMKit, Apcil 1, 2d, 1779 ; JCuhicAiimKi £lpy, 
April 29, Jane 3, 1779 ; Botton FtM, Harah 13, 27, 1779 ; Bril, 
AdM. Bee., A. D. 4^9, Fabmar; 27, 1779. The fint New York lirt 
it premmaM; tlie aame as that cited on p. 364. 
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in oolamissioii, from three biindred and seventeen 
to three hundred and sixty^foor. Seventy thonsand 
men manned ibe navy. On the North Amerioao 
station a smaller fleet was maintained than daring 
the two preceding years. With enemies on the con- 
tinent of Europe to provide agunst, a lai^er part 
of the naval force was kept at home or employed 
in other seas. Only about sixty vessels were sta- 
tioned in Xorth America and less than half of these 
were frigates or larger ships. A powerful fleet was 
held in the West Indies.^ 

It is stated that in 1779, five hundred and six- 
teen vessels, of which twenty-nine were privateers 
and the others merchantmen, were captured from 
Hie British by their enemies ; how many of them 
by Amerioans does not appear. One hundred and 
eleven of these were retaken or ransomed. Daring 
the same time the British took two hundred and 
rix^-nine vessels from their enemies, of which 
thirty-one were privateers, and five were recaptnred.' 
Other lists cover too short a period of time to be of 
value and presumably have been incladed in tfae 
above compilation.* The Continental navy captured 
forty-four vessels, including three regular men-of- 
war and several privateers, letters of marque, and 
armed transports.* 

1 Hmmag, 211 ; SdumUrg, i, 46S ; Almon, vili, 314, 816, BrU. 
jUm. Bee, A. D. 4S9, April 3, A. D. m, Angort 30, 1770, lirti U 
■hipa emplojad tuxlei Adnunda QMnbier M>d Aibntliiiat. 

>CJowu, iii,S96. * Afaon, ix, 348, 350, 8S1, 864, S6S. 

* SftttT, U, 28, 30, 288. 
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NATAL OPE&A1TONS IN 1780 

South Cabolina and Georgia, far from the seat 
of the Continental government and from the head- 
quarters of the army, were peculiarly exposed to 
attack, yet for more than two yean after the nn- 
suocesBful attempt of the British to take Charles- 
ton in 1776, th^ were not serioasly menaoed. la 
December, 1778, however, the Eogliah got posses- 
sion of Savannah, and daring the next year they 
determined upon another effort to capture the 
whole lower South. Admiral D'Estaing spent more 
than half of 1779 in the West Indies, where, with 
the exception of the conqneet of Grenada, he reaped 
little glory in his encounters with the British. Up 
to this time the actual assistance he had rendered 
to the American cause was slight and there was 
general dissatisfaction with the meagre results thua 
fta derived from the French alliaiice. D'Estaing's 
aid being now requested in frustrating the British 
designs on the South, he appeared off the coast of 
Georgia, September 1, 1779, with a powerful fleet, 
although he had been ordered back to France, and 
joined General Lincoln in an attempt to recapture 
Savannah. Through delay, however, tiie opportunity 
was lost and their assault when made was nnsno- 
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cessful. D*Eatung thea sailed for Fiance and 
Lincoln fell back on Charleston. General Clinton 
sailed from Nev York for Sonth Carolina late in 
December, 17T9.1 

The foil extent of the benefit derived from the 
^French alliance was not appreciated at that early 
day in America. Its effect on the British imagina- 
tion and the potential weight of the French fleet, 
its mere presence on the ocean, were not inconsid- 
erable. An intercepted letter from General Clinton 
to Lord George Germ^, dated Savannah, Janaary 
80, 1780, captored on a British packet by an 
American privateer, gives a view of the military 
situation as seen by English eyes and discloses a 
state of mind not free from apprehension. Clinton 
seema to have been impressed by the strength of 
Washington's army and of its position and devoted 
hb ene^es befcnre going Sonth to strengthening 
the defenses of New York. " The violent demon- 
strations of the rebels,*' he wrote, '* which threatened 
a determined attack on the post at New York in 
conjunction with a large navi^ and land armamient 
nnder Connt d'Estaing, then directing itself against 
the garrison at Savannah, necessarily turned our 
whole endeavours to defeat so alarming a combine 
tion. . . . Not a moment was to be lost in such a 
critical conjancture, for every moment was import- 

1 Mohan, S6S-8Te ; Jfarr. and Cril. Bitl., fi, 01&-S24 ; Sttvtat, 
1203, 123S, 1248, 1247, 2010, 2011, 2023; ^luii, Tii, 244-248, 
viti, 1S2, 298, ix, ee ; atap/ord-BachnlU M8S.. 148-149 ; Ckaiming, 
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ant and expected to oome with the acoonnt of 
d'ELstaing'B appearance before our harbour." Wash- 
ing^toQ not only bad a eaperior position in the 
Highlands, bat likewise along tbe shore to the east, 
where " every advantage of water was also in his 
power by the Sound and, under protection of the 
French fleet, exposed us to the most perplexing 
embarrassmenta. Assailable in so many points and 
every instant expecting d'Estaing, we had bat time 
to look towards and take measures for our own de- 
fence and the ocoanon required us to put forward 
our best exertions. I do not reckon among &e lessw 
misfortunes of the last year the operations of 
d'Estaing on the American coast, the vast relief 
Uiereby given to the Bebel trade and the inj'niy 
which it brought upon cur's, the impression it caiv 
ried home to the minds of the people, of our lost 
dominion of the sea, and the disposition of the 
French to give them every assistanoe reooncileable 
with the genend objects of the war, to compleat 
OUT ruin on the Continent." ^ 

Commodore Whipple's squadron, consisting of 
the frigates Providence, Boston, and Queen of 
France, and the Hanger, arrived at Charleston 
December 28, 1TT9. An officer of the Providence 
wrote home: " On our arrival here we found our de- 
signs against the enemy frustrated, as they had not 
attempted nor is it probable they will attempt any- 

' Almon, X, 86, S7, reprinted fiom Pnnuylnaiiia Joumal, April 
8, 178a See Oiaiining, iii, 300, 30L 
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toting agunst this town thia Baason." This wu vrib 
ten Jannaiy 8, 1780. Three days later lie added: 
" Since writing the above, we hare received an ao- 
ooont that the enemy are building flat boatg and 
making preparationB for another expedition agunat 
this town, which they say is to oommenoe as soon 
as their reinforcement arrives from Ifew-York. If 
they should attempt it, I believe it will terminate 
as much to their dishononr as their cause and ac- 
tions deserve, as the town and river are well forti- 
fied."' January 24, the Providence and Sanger 
went to sea for a short cruise. The same officer 
says : " On our way to T^bee in Georgia we cap- 
tured 3 transports, a brig of 14 guns and two armed 
aloops, which were loaded with cloathing, some mil- 
itary stores, a few infantry, about forty light drag- 
ooiu of Lord Cathoart's legion, 7 or 8 officers, as 
many passengers, two horses, and military furni- 
ture for forty others, which they were obliged to 
throw overboard in some heavy gales on their pas- 
sage. By these vessels we learn that 140 sul left 
Nev-Tork about 4 weeks before, under convey of 
6 <» 7 ships of the line and several frigates, with 
troops destined for Savannah. Then we proceeded 
to Tybee, at the bar of vhich we saw a veiy con< 
siderable number of ships at anchor (five of them 
appeared to be above 36 guns) and a variety of 
smaller vessels, &e. The object of oar voyage was 
to take some of their transports, that we might 
1 lad^tndtKt Cknmuk, Febmary 21, 1780. 
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gtun iotelligeiioe of their Btnngtb and make what 
disooveries we oould with respect to their sitnatioa 
at Tfbee; this being done we returned on Thursday 
[Jasnary 27]. The force of the enemy must be 
great, otmsidatog tfae nnmber at Tessek employed 
to branaport tiiem. Some aay that Sir Ibiiry Clin- 
ton ixMnmandB in perstm, others Lord Comwallis. 
Let it be who it may, I beliere we shall hare a 
]Mretty seriona afbir of it. There oas be no doabt 
bnt their intention is to cany this town." ^ 

G^ieral Lincoln had abont fonr thonsand men 
at Charleston and the defenses of the city were 
strengthened as far as possible. General Clinton 
landed, Febmuy 11, sonth of the town and ad- 
vanced npon it and invested it on the land side with 
ten thonsand troops, while a British fleet under Ad- 
miral Arbuthnot, consisting of one fifty-gon ship, 
two forty-fours, and four thirty-twoa, with smaller 
Teasels, lay outside. On aooount of shallow water 
inside the bar, there was no practicable anchorage 
from which the American Teasels could operate to 
advantage in defense of the channel and dispute 
the passage of the bar by the British. To inquiries 
of General Lincoln on this point a board of three 
naTal captains and five pilots replied, February 27, 
that there was no anchorage within three miles of 
the bar. " In the place where the ships can be an- 
chored, the bar cannot be coTered or annoyed. . . . 
Onr opinitm is that the ships can do most effectual 
I, Afril ft, 1780. 
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service for the defence aod Becnrity of the town, to 
act in oonjunotioQ with Fort Moultrie, which we 
think will best answer the pnrpose of the ships be- 
ing sent here. . . . Onr reasons are that the ohan- 
nei is so narrow between Hie fort and the middle 
ground, that they may be moored so aa to rake the 
channel and prevent the enemy's troops being 
landed to annoy the fort."^ The sinking of hnlks 
or other obstmctioDS in this narrow part of the 
channel was apparently not attempted. The Ameri- 
cans destrt^ed the l^htbonse and ranges ; also Fort 
Johnstm, on the south side td the harbor, to pre- 
Tent its falling into the hands of Uie enemy. This 
work was done by Captain Tucker of Hie Boston. 
Ia~^addition to the Continental ships the South Car> 
olina navy furnished four vessels for the defense 
of Charleston, two of which, the Bricole, 44, and 
the Troite, 26, had been purchased from France; 
the other two were the General Moultrie, 20, and 
the Notre Dame, 16. Two Frem^ ships in the luuv 
bor, L'Aventure, 26, and Folacre, 16, also took part. 
In hia report of May 14 to the British Admir- 
al^, after telling of landing the army, Admiral 
Arbathnot says: " Preparations were next made for 
passing the squadron over Cbarles-town bar, where 
[at] high water spring tides there is only nineteen 
feet water. The guns, provision and water were 
taken out of the Renown, Roebuck, and Romulus, 
to lighten them, and we lay in that situation on the 

1 Tiidcer, 1S2-134. 
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open coast in tbe winter season of the Tear, exposed 
to the insults of the enemy for sixteen days, before 
an opportunity offered of going into the harbour, 
which was effected -nithont any aecident on the 20th 
of March, notwithstanding the enemy's galleys conr 
tiaaally attempted to prevent onr boats from sound- 
ing the chanueL . . . The rebel naval force , . . 
made an appearance of disputing the passage up 
the river at the narrow pass between Snllivan'g 
island and the middle ground, having moored their 
ships and galleys in a position to make a raking 
fire as we approached Fort Moultrie, but on the 
squadron arriving near the bar and anchoring on 
the inside, they abandoned that idea, retired to the 
town, and changed their plan of defence. The Bri- 
cole, Notre Dame, Qaeen of France, Truite and 
General Moultrie frigates, with several merchant 
ships, fitted with chevanx de frize on their decks, 
were sank in the idiannel [of the Cooper Kiver] 
between the town and Shnte's Folly; a boom was 
extended across, composed of cables, chains and 
spars, secured by the ship's masts, and defended 
from tbe town by strong batteries of pimento logs, 
in which were mounted upwards of forty pieces of 
heavy cannon. . . . As soon as the army began to 
erect their batteries against the town I took the first 
favourable opportunity to pass Sullivan's Island, 
upon which there is a strong fort and batteries, the 
chief defence oi the harbour ; accordingly I weighed 
at one o'clock on the 9th [of April] with the Boo- 
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boek, Bichmond, Bomnliu, Blonde, ViT^nia, Ba- 
leigh, and Sandwich armed ship, the Benown hring- 
ing up the roar, and pasaing through a severe fire, 
anchored in about two honn under Jame« Island, 
with the loss of twenty-seveu seamen killed and 
wounded." The total loss of the British fleet dor* 
ing the operations about Charleston was twenty- 
three killed and tweuly-eight wounded. *' The Bich- 
mond's foretop-mast was shot away and the ships 
in general sustained damage in their masts and ri^ 
ging; however, not materially in thmr hulls. But 
the Aoetns transport, having on board a few naval 
stores, grounded within gun-shot of Sullivan's Iih 
land and received so much damage that she was 
obliged to be aband<med and bumt."^ 

To prevent the British passing up the Cooper 
Biver the Americans sunk eleven vessels, including 
those mentioned in Arbnthnot's report. Possibly 
these vessels, or others less valnaUe than some of 
them, might have been sunk to better advantage in 
the channel below Fort Moultrie, before the British 
crossed the bar. It might also with some reason 
be maintained that the squadron should have made 
a more vigorous defense of the channel at that 
point in oonjtmction with the fort ; when by a luoky 
ohance a few broadsides might have been able to 
cripple one or more of the British ships while they 
were passing through the narrowest places under 
a taking fire and in a disadvantageous podtion. 
1 Mmm, X, 4&, 4<L 
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Instead of that, the AmeiioanB letired np the river, 
vHoh they attempted to block. The Ranger and 
two galleys were stationed above the obstruetiocs 
while the gcma and orawa of the other naval vesselB 
were sent ashore to reinforce the batteries. The 
British lines gradoally drew closer to the town and 
American batteries on the north side of the Cooper 
River were taken. A bombardment began April 12. 
Afew entries in the log of the Banger teQ the story 
of the oloaittg days of the siege. April 16 : *' Enemy 
Kept ap A Constant Cannonading." May T : "At 
6 A.H. we oould plainly disoover that Oar people 
had Evacuated Fort Monltrie & that the enemy 
had taken Fossession of it ; at 7 they hoisted their 
flag on it." May 8 : " This morning the Enemy 
sent in a Flag of truce. Which Caused a Total ces- 
sation of arms." May 9 : "At 9 P.M. the enemy 
began A most Desperate Cannonading, Throwing 
Shells, and firing of small arms, [which] Contin^ 
ned all night, with very little loss on our side." 
Ifay 10: "The enemy s^ Keeping A constant 
firing of Cannon, Throwing of Shells, Carcases, 
Ao." Here the record abruptly ends. Lincoln capit- 
ulated May 11 and Whipple's squadron fell into 
the hands of the enemy. The Providence, Boston, 
and Banger were taken into the British service, 
the two latter under the names Cfaarleetown and 
Halifax. The officers were paroled and sent to 
Philadelphia.! 

1 IWixr, eh. Tu;JI>«>M,z,38-C3;4liKff«K>5t«ri«r)K, 26-29 ;£(V 
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The frigate Trombnll, whioli was launched in 
1776, remused in tlie Comtectioat ^ver where she 
was built until 1779, unable to pass over the bar 
at the mout^ of the river. It is said that at the 
suggestion of Captain Hinman she was finally 
floated over by means of a number of casks full of 
water placed along her sides, held tog^er by ropea 
passing under the keel and then pumped out, which 
lifted the ship sufficiently to carry her over the 
bar. She was taken to Xew London and fitted for 
sea. Meanwhile another frigate, the Bourbon, was 
being boilt on the Connecticut Siver. It was hoped 
that she would soon be at sea and CaptMn Thomas 
Bead was ordered to command her, but for lack of 
money it was necessary b> sospoid work on her 
and she was not finished in time to take part in the 
war. Captain James Nicholson was appointed to 
command the Trombull, September 20, 1779, but 
it was not until April 17,1780, that eruiung orders 
were sent to htm. The Board of Admiralty, whi<^ 
had snooeeded the Marine Committee in the admin- 
istraticm of naval afhirg, intended that the Tran^ 
boll should cruise in company with other Contin- 
ental ships, bnt not with privateers ; of such joint 
expeditions the board disapproved. Meanwhile, 

o/Uie Bmger ; Stopford-SaetvOlt M88.,162 (Aibatfanot ta Qar- 
maio, iSxj 16, 1780) ; Pmn. Mag. Hitt. and Biogr., April, 1691, 
Journal of LisDtenuit JenuisoD ; Mar. Cam. Letter Sooit, 263, S64 
(FebniuT 22, ItSO) ; BoiUm Oautte, April 17, Jnl; 10, 1780 ; 
Jnd^mdaa Ck'onide,tSa,j 11, VJSO; Doimor, oh. lizj Ntrr.aad 
Grit. Hin., Ti, S24-527 ; OAoiuun^, iii, 317, 318. 
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apparentlj avaitiiig aa opportnni^ to get a num- 
ber of vesBcds togetlier, the orders ot April 17 were 
repeated May 22 ; they piesoribed a oroise for the 
Trambtdl alone until th« end of June.* 

The TnunbuU Bailed from New liondon late in 
May and had not been bng at sea when she fell in 
with the British letter of marque Watt and was 
soon engaged in one of the hardest-fought naval 
actions of the war. In Niohcdson's account of the 
battle he says : " At half past ten in the morning 
of June [lBt],Iat. S6. N. long. 64 W. we disoovered 
a stui from the mastJMad and immediately handed 
all our Buls, in order to keep ouraelres ondiseovered 
until she oame nearer to ns, she being to windward. 
At eleven we made her to be a lai^ ship from 
the deck, coming down about three points upon our 
quarter ; at half past eleven we thought she hauled 
a point more astern of us. We therefore made sail 
and hauled upon a wind towards her, npon which 
she came right down upon oar beams ; we then 
took in oar small sails, hauled the coorses up, hove 
the maintop-sail to the mast, got all clear for ac- 
tion, and waited for her. 

" At half past eleven we filled the main-tt^ (the 
ship being then about gun-shot to windward of as) 
in Older to tiy her sailing, also that by ber hauling 
up after us we might have an opportunity of dis- 
> Pi^wn New London Biit. Soc., IT, i. 47 ; Mar. Com. LttUr 
Book, 238, 240, 241, 243, 2S2, 274, 276, 280, 2S6, 28S (Ssptember 
20, Ostobo 6, 12, 21, December 18, 1779, April 7, 11, 17, Hmj, 
12,22,23,1780). 
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ooTering hw bToadaide. Site immediately got her 
miuu tack out and stood after m ; we then obseired 
she had thirteen ports of a side, ezolusive of her 
briddle ports, and eight or ten on her quarter deck 
and forecssde. After a very short ezhortatioD to 
my people they most dieatfnlly agreed to fi^t her ; 
at twelve we found we greatly outsailed her and 
got to windward of her ; we therefore determined 
to take that advant^e. Upon her obserring onr 
intention she edged away, fired tluee shot at ob 
and hoisted British ooloars as a challenge ; we im^ 
mediately wore after her and hoisted British col- 
oora also. This we did in order to get peaceably 
alongside of her, npon which she made ns a private 
signal and upon our not answering it she gave ns 
the first broadside, we then being onder British 
colours and about one hundred yards distant. We 
immediately hoisted the Continental ooloors and 
returned her a broadside, then aboat eighty yards 
distance, when a furious and dose action commenced 
and continued for five glasses, no time of which we 
were more than eighty yards asunder and the greater 
part of the time not above fifty ; at one time onr 
yard-arms were almost enlocked. She setus twice on 
fire with her wads, as we did her once ; she had 
difficulty in extinguishing her's, being obliged to 
out all her larboard quarter nettings away. 

" At the expiration of the above time my first 
Lieutenant, after consulting and agreeing with the 
second, came aft to me and desired I would obserre 
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the eitnation of oar ntasta and rigging, wUoh were 
going over the side ; therefore begged I would quit 
her before that happened, otherwise we should oer^ 
tainly be taken. I therefore most unwillingly left 
her, by standing on the same oonise we engaged 
on ; I say onwillingly, as I am confident if our masts 
would have admitted of our laying half an hour 
longer alongside of her, she would have struck to 
ns, her fire having almost ceased and her pumps 
both going. Upon our going ahead of her she steered 
about four points away from ns. When about mns- 
quet shot asunder, we lost our main and mizen top- 
mast and in spite of all our efforts we oontinned 
losing our masts until we had not one left but the 
foremast and that very badly wounded and sprung. 
Before night shut in we saw her lose her maintop- 
mast I was in hopes when I left her of being able 
to renew the action after securing my mast, but 
upon inquiry found so many of my peojde killed 
and wonnded and my ship so much of a wreck in 
her masts and ripping, that it was impMsible. We 
lost eight killed and thirty one wounded ; amongst 
the former was one lieutenant, one midshipman, one 
Serjeant of marines, and one quarter gunner; 
amcmgst the latter was one lieutenant, since dead, 
the captun of marines, the purser, the boatswain, 
two midshipmen, the cockswain, and my derk, the 
rest were common nien, nine of which in the whole 
are ranoe dead. No people shewed more true spirit 
and gallantry than mine did ; I had but one hun- 
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died and ninety'^iiie men vhen tbe aotdon oom- 
menoed, almoat the whole of wliiob, exolnsive of the 
ofSoers, were green oonntry lads, many of them not 
dear of their sea-eiokness, and I am well pennaded 
Ihey anffered more in seeing the masts carried away 
thuTi they did in the engagement. 

" We plainly peiceiTed the enemy throw many 
id his men oTerboard in the action, two in partioii- 
lar which were not quite dead ; from the freqneat 
cries of his wounded and the appearanoe of his hnll, 
I am oonvinoed he mast have lost many m<«e men 
than we did and suffered more in hts fanlL Oor 
damage was most remarkable and nnfortttnate in 
our maata and lig^ng, which I must agtun say alone 
saved him ; for the last half honr of the action I 
momently expected to see his oolonrs down, but am 
fjt opinion he persevered from the appearance of 
our masts. Yon will perhaps conclude from the 
above that she was a British man of war, bat I beg 
leave to asanre yon that it was not then, nor is it 
now my opini<Hi ; she appeared to me like a French 
East-Indiaman cnt down. She foogbt a greater 
number of marines and more men in her tope than 
we did, the whole of which we either killed or drove 
below. She dtsmonnted two of oar gmis and silenced 
two more ; she f ought four or six and tliirty twelve 
pounders, we fought twenty-foar twelve and six 
sizes. I beg leave to assure yon that let her be what 
she would, either letter of marque or privateer, I 
give yoa my honour that was I to have my choice 
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tomorrow, I would sooner fight any twoAnd-thirl^ 
gun frigate tfaey haTe on tlie coast of America, than 
to fight that ship over again ; not tliat I mean to 
degrade the British men of war, far be it from me, 
bat I think she was more formidalide and was better 
manned than they are in generaL"^ 

Some farther detuls are given in a letter of Oil- 
bert Sahonstall, captain of marines on the Trnm- 
balL *tAs soon as she discovered ns she bore down 
for OS. We got ready for action, at one o'clock be- 
gan to engage, and continaed without the least in- 
termission for five glasses, within pistol shot It u 
beyond my power to give an adequate idea of the 
carnage, slaughter, havook and destruction that tst- 
sned. Let your ima^nation do its best, it will fall 
shint. We were literally cut all to pieces ; not a 
shroud, stay, brace, bowling or any other of oar 
rigging standing. Our main top-mast shot away, our 
fore, main, mizen, and jigger masts gone by the 
board, two of our quarterdeck guns disabled, thro* 
our ensign 62 abot, our mizen 157, main-sail 660, 
foresail 180, our other sails in proportion. Kot a 
yard in the ship but received one or more shot, six 
shot through her quarter above the quarter deck, 
four in the waste, our quarter, stem, and nettings 
full of langrage, grape and musket ball We suf- 
fered more than we otherwise should on aooount of 
the ship that engaged ns being a very dull sailer. 
Our ship being oat of command, she kept on oar 
> Almon, z, 226-227. 
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starboard quarter the latter part of the engagement. 
Alter two and a half honra action she hauld her 
wind, her pumps going; we edged away, so that it 
fairly may he called a drawn hattle."' 

In another letter, of Jnne 19, Saltonstall says: 
" Our troubles ceased not with the engagement. 
The next day, the Sod, it blew a heavy gale of wind, 
which soon carried away oar main and mizen masts 
by the board, the fore topmast followed them and 
had it not been for the greatest exotions, our fore- 
mast most have gone also, it being wonnded in 
many places, bat by fishing and propping it was 
saved. . . . We remained in this situation till the 
next day, the 3rd, oar men having got a little over 
the fatigue tA the engagement and the dnty of the 
ship ; the gale abating we got up jury masts and 
made the best shift. In the night the gale increased 
again and coptinned from that time till we got 
soundings on Creorge's Banks in 45 fathoms of 
water the 11th instant. We got into Nantasket 
the 14th, the day following into the harbor." ' 

The Watt, greatly shattered, got into New York 
Jane 11. The accounts of her force vary somewhat 
She seems to have mounted twenty-six twelve- 
ponnders and from six to ten sixes. Her crew was 
reported to number two hundred and fifty, bnt one 
New Tork paper made it one hundred and sixty- 
four. Her commander, Captain Coalthard, describ- 

I Indtptndeia ChromeU, July 6, 1760. 

• Paptn Ntie iMidon SiA 8«c^ IT, i, 66. 
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ing the action, says : " Saw a large ship under the 
lee bow, bearing K. W. by W., diatant abont three 
or four miles ; supposed her to be a rebel Tessel 
bound to France and immediately bore down upon 
her. When she perceived we were standing for ber 
she hauled np her oourses and hove too. We then 
{bund her to be a frigate of 34 or 86 guns and full 
of men and immediately hoisted our colours and 
fired a gun ; she at the same time hoisted Sunt 
George's ooloors and fired a gun to leeward. We 
then took her for one of his Majesty's cruizing frig- 
ates and intended speaking to her, bnt as soon as 
she saw we were getting on her weather quarter, 
they filled their topsails and stood to the east- 
ward. We then fired five guns to bring her to, 
but she having a dean bottom and we foul and a 
oaigo in, could not come np with her. Therefore, 
finding it a folly to ohaoe, fired two guns into her 
and wore ship to the westward ; at the same time 
she fired one gun at ns, loaded with grape shot 
and round, and wore after us. Perceiving this, we 
immediately hauled up our courses and hove too 
for her. 

"She still kept English ooloors flying till she 
came within pistol shot on our weather quarter ; she 
then hauled down English colours and hoisted rebel 
colours, upon which we instantly gave her three 
cheers and a broadside. She returned it and we 
came alongside one another and for above seven 
glasses eng^ed yard arm and yard arm ; my offi- 
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cera and m6D behaTed like true sons of Old Eng- 
land. Wliile OUT braces were not shot avay, we 
box-baoled oar ship four different timea and raked 
ber tkroag;b the stem, shot away her main topmast 
and maia yard and shattered ber hoU, rising and 
aula Tflry mnoh. At last all our braces and rigging 
were shot away and the two ships lay along-side of 
one another, right before the wind ; she then shot 
a little ahead of ns, got her foresail set and run. 
We gave her t'other broadside and stood aftw her ; 
she could only return us two guns. Not haviiig a 
landing shroud, stay or back-6tay, our masts 
wounded through and through, oar hoU, rigging 
and sails cut to pieces, and being very lea^ from 
a number of shot under water, only one pump fit 
to work, the other having been torn to pieoes by a 
twelve pound shot, after chasing her for eight hours, 
lost sight and made the best of onr way to this port. 
We had eleven men killed, two more died the n^ct 
day, and serenty^iine wounded." ' 

The Board of Admiralty continued to develop 
plans for a cruise by a squadron under Nicholson, 
who was the senior captain of the navy. The Con- 
federacy, Captain Harding, which bad been tem- 
porarily repfdred at Martinique after ber diconast- 
ing and had returned to Fhiladelphia about May 1, 
the Beane, Captain Samuel Nicholson, brother of 
> Alnvm, z, 142, 143 ; tfanaehuwtU 8pg, Angmt IT, 1190 ; 
Bodon GiuetU, Jnna 6, 19, Jnl; 24, kaguMt 28, 1180 ; iMf«fMw/«iit 
Ctronic^ July 6, S«ptemb«c 1, 1780; Pt^trt JTtm Xoiufaii Hut. 
aoe., IV, I, Cl-Ce; Wmi«mt, 27S. 
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the oommodore, and the Saratoga, a new eighteen- 
gnn sloop of war commanded by Captain Yotmg, 
vere, with the Trumbull, to make np the Bqaadros. 
These ahipB were all that remained of the Con- 
tinental navy, in commiBsion at this time, except 
the Alliance. The Deane had made a suocesBful 
omiae early in the year, taking a number of prizes. 
She and the Saratoga were ready for aea in Jane, 
but the Confederacy and Trumbull were in need of 
extensive repairs. Nicholson received a letter from 
the Board of Admiralty, dated June 80, congratu- 
lating him opon " the gallantry displayed in the 
Defence ** of his ship in bis recent action with the 
Watt and urging " exertions in Speedily refitting" 
her. Thelong-looked-forreinforoementfromFrance, 
consisting of five thousand troops under General 
Boohambeau, sailed from Brest May 1, convoyed 
by seven ships of the line commanded by Admiral 
de Temay, and arrived at Newport July 12 ; this 
place had been evacuated -by the British in Ooto- 
ber, 1T79. It was intended by Congress that the 
Conti&ental squadron ediould keep a lookout for 
an expected second division of the French fleet 
from Brest and warn them of the situation of the 
British fleet, and should also cooperate with De 
Temay ; this was in accordance with the wish of 
Qeneral Washington, but no union of these forces 
took place. All the French ships were blockaded 
}/y the British — the second division in Brest, 
and De Temay in Newport by a superior force 
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under Arbntlmot, who had returned from Charle»- 
ton.» 

Tb6 MercniT', & pac^ in the employ of Con- 
gi«8s whiob had been Btationed in Delaware Bay, 
set Bail in Aagiut for Holland nnder the eommand 
of Captun Pickles, having on board as passenger 
Henry Lanrena, who was sent on an important 
mission to the Dutch govemment. The Mercury 
was convoyed for a short distance by the Saratt^ 
and early in September was captured by a British 
frigate off the Banks of Newfoundland. The dis- 
patches, indnding a draft of a trea^ with Holland, 
were thrown overboard, bat unfortunately did not 
wnh and were reooverod by the British. Laurens 
was confined abouta year in the Tower of London.* 
Many instructions were issued for the move- 
ments of the Continental sqaadron. August 11, 
the Trumbull was ordered on a two weeks' cruise 
1^ the ooast, in a letter whii^ required of Com- 
modore Nicholson that " all such prizes as you may 
take and send into this port are to be directed to 
the care of the Board d Admiralty, the prizes 
which you may be Obl%ed through necessity to 
send into Other Forts yoo are to direct to the care 

1 Mar. Com. Letttr Bott, SSQ, 209, 266, S81, 284, SS5, £96,312, 
Sie, 822 (JuBUT 81, Fsbrnmrr IS, 28, Ha; 2, IS, June 80, An- 
rwt 11, 14, 28, 1780} ; P,^ CoM. Cortgt., 78, 12, G (Februry 4, 
lleO), 87, 223, 2S7, 811 (April 11, Au^iut 1, 6, 1780) ; Bmou FoA, 
April 20, 1780; Bo^m OatMe, Haj 1, 1180; Mahm, 882, 883. 

■ Mar. Com. LttUr Book, 296, 811, SIS (Juds 19, Aogiut 11, 
14, 1780); P^. Com. Omgr., tl, 4S1 (Jnl; 18, 1780; ; SUeau, 
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of the Continental Agent of die district. Yoa are 
always to Observe that yon are to give the prefer^ 
enoe to this port as a place to which yon are to 
direct your prizes when winds, weather and Other 
circamBtanoes will admit of it without being more 
hazardous than elsewhere. The Deane and Satatoga 
will Sail in Company with yon and nnder your 
Orders ; yon will therefore prepare and give to the 
Captains or commanding Officer of each of those 
Ships snoh instmctions as may be necessary for 
regulating the Cruize. . . . You will also when at 
the Capes employ some of your Crew in catohing 
Elsh, which will AfFord a healthful variety of food 
to them and save yonr flesh Provisions. Ton are to 
see tiiat the Ships company of the little fleet under 
yonr command frequently are disciplined in the 
exercise of the great Guns and Small Arms, to ren- 
der them more expert in time of Battle, and that 
CEconomy, frugality, neatness and good Order are 
punctually Observed." ^ Aognst 19, the Saratoga 
was ordered to sea with sealed instructions " of a 
Secret Committee of Conferrenoe with the Minister 
of France," which the Board of Admiralty anr- 
mised might take her to the West Indies. On the 
29th the Trumbull was ordered on a three weeks' 
cruise on the Atlantic coast with the Deane, and 
two weeks later this cruise was extended and the 
Satatoga was to endeavor to join them. Benewed 
iostmctionB as to cooperation with the French 

1 Mar. Com. Lttttr Botk, S12. 
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were included in nearly all the board's letters. Aa 
late as Aagust 81, the Confederacy was stdl unfit 
for active service, being "the only Continental 
frigate now within Harbour, but neither manned 
Or Tictaaled for the Sea." The Deane made a 
three weeks' cmise off the coast of South Carolina 
in September, but " without taking anything worth 
naming," aooording to Biohard Langdon, sou of 
the president of Harvard Collie, who was on 
board. This caused disappointment, for snoceas 
had been depended upon " to equip three quarters 
of our navy, which is now in thiB river, viz : the 
Confederacy, Trumbull and Deane frigates." * The 
Saratoga took four valuable prizes, at least one of 
which was more heavily mned than herself ; they 
were all recaptured, however. The ships were in 
port a large part of the time preparing for sea un- 
der difficulties which caused endless delay. These 
difBculties as might be expected were mostly finan- 
cial and not only hindered repairs on the vessels in 
otnnmission, but prevented the completion of those 
nnder construction, the frigate Bourbon in the 
Connecticut River and the seventy-four-gun ship 
America still on the stocks at Portsmouth. The 
Board of Admiralty appealed to the governors of 
the New England States and to other persons of 
influence for help, but at this period of the war 
money had become the scarcest of all commodities. 
William Vernon, of the Eastern Navy Board, writ- 
> Ind^mdtnt Chnmide, Jsdiibit 2S, 1181. 
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ing, Kovember 10, about naval ntattere to William 
EUery, tlien a member of the Board of Admiralty, 
says tliat Captain Samnel Nicholson had reoentlj 
" arrived from Phila. having leave of absence . . . 
to oome to Boston, his ynnnger Brother John Nicb- 
olaon being appointed to the Command of his ship 
the Deaoe Frigate, which he is to resume the Com- 
mand of at the end of her present Cruise ; he far- 
ther informs that all the Continental Ships were 
to sail from the Delaware in oonseqnence. That it 
was reported, when their Cmise was np, they were 
to go into the Chesapea^ to reomit their Stores 
and Men ; this meas^e he verily believes was 
E^reed upon. Which if true we are extreem sorry 
to hear, not that we as a Board can reoeive any 
injary, on the contrary shall get clear of a great 
deal of Trouble and Fatigue, bnt are fearful the 
Public are in much danger of Looseing the small 
ranains of their Navy, at least of their being ien< 
dered useless for a Time, as it certainly eannot be 
difBeult for British ships of superior Force to block 
np if not Capture them ; moreover if this should 
not be the case, can stores of every kind be sup- 
plied in Virginia or Maryland, can Men be obtained 
to Mann the Deane and Xrnmbul, whose Time 
must be expred at their Arrival in the Chesa- 
peake ? Indeed we think they were entitled to their 
disduuge upon their Arrival in the Delaware from 
their last Cruise ; they certainly were shiped for a 
Cruise only, upon no other Terms have we at any 
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Time been able to Mann oar ships. If ve do not 
keep faith with the Seamen, oar erpectatbns are 
at an end of even Manning the Ships. I speak in 
regard to the Tnimbul and Deane ; perhaps it may 
be otherwise with the Confederacy and Saratoga, 
they may be shiped upon the New invitation of 
Entering for 12 Months. I have ^ven yon these 
hints not (^eially, meerly as my private opinion and 
that of my CoUeage and make no doubt they will 
have their proper weight with yon sni that npon 
your joining the board of Admiral^ at Phila., will 
suggest to them what shall in yonr jadgment hp- 
pear consonant to the benefit and Interest of the 
Public."^ Another matter taken op by the Board 
of Admiraliy in 1780 was the systematic attempt 
to obtain, through navy boards and other agents, 
all the information possible as to the numbers, char- 
aeter, and movements of the British naval forces 
at all points between Newfoundland and the West 
bidies.' 

The Massachusetts navy, which had lost all of its 
vessels in commission in the ill-fated Pratobsoot ex- 
pedition, was abont this time reinforced by the 
largest and most powerful ship in the state service 

1 PM. B. I. HUt. Soe., viH, 268. 

* Mar. Com. LuUr Book, 26fi, 289, 290, 291, 2M, 800, SOS, 804, 
808, 810, S12, SIS, S14, SIS, 317, 316, S19, S21, S2S, 881 (Felmi- 
w; 22, lU; 30, Jane IS, July 7, 21, AoiTQit 4, 11, 14, 19, 22, 29, 
81, Sepiamber 14, 1780) ; P(g). Coat. Congr., 87, 265,209,273, B17 
(Jul; 21, NoYembra 6, 1760) ; Pmn. Podbd, OotolHi 24, 1780; 
FM. R. L But. Bee., Tiii, 304-MD; Banug, 84-«6. 
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during the Bevalutioti. This was the twenty-siz-^n 
frigate Pioteotor, which was built oa the Memmao 
Sirer and lanoched in 1TT9, bat not ready for sea 
until the spring of 1780. In December, 1779, she 
narrowly escE^ted destmotion by a fire at the wharf 
where she waa moored. March 21, 1780, the fol- 
lowing action was taken by the Massachosetta Gren- 
eral Court : " Whereas it is absolutely necessary to 
increase the Naval Force of this State to defend 
the Trade and Sea Coasts thereof. Therefore Be- 
Bolred, that the Board of War be and they are 
hereby directed to procure and fit for the Sea wiUi 
all possible dispatch Two Armed Yesaels to carry 
from Twelve to Sixteen Guns each." Under this 
and supplementary acts a ship called the Mars was 
pnrohaeed in April and another was built and 
named the Tartar ; the latter, however, was not 
finished nntil 1782. Captain Williams was pat in 
oommaiid of the Protector ; among her midshipmen 
was Edward Preble, who afterwards became fam- 
ous. In January it had bera intended to send her 
to Europe, but in May, after having made a short 
cruise, Williams was ordered by the Board of War 
on another, as farea^t as the Banks of Newfound- 
land and south to the thirty-eighth parallel and to 
the track of vessels from the West Indies, mean- 
while making occasional visits to the coast of Maine. 
Captain Sampson was appointed to command the 
Mars, and in June was ordered to Nantes for goods 
needed by the army ; he sailed early in August. On 
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Jane 22, the General Court ezpreeaed diBappioral 
of lobberiflB §ud to bare been oonunitted along tbe 
Kora Sootia shore by Mafls&cbiuettB prirateen and 
lescdved tbat in the fntnre pnTateers muat give 
bonds for the abolition of snoh evila.! 

On her omiae to the eaatward the Protector 
fon^t a hard battle on the Banka of Kewfonnd- 
laod ci which the o^itain givea an acoonnt in his 
joDznaL "Friday, June 9, 1780, wind W. S. W. 
At T AJf. saw a huge ship to windward bearing 
down for us nnder English colours ; sbe hanled up 
her courses in order f(» action. At 11 a.m. we 
came along-aide of her under Dngliah oolonn, bail'd 
her; she anawered from Jamaica. I shifted my 
ooloora & gave her a broadaide. She soon returned 
tiB another. The action waa heavy for near 8 glaases, 
when unfortunately she took fire and soon after 
blew up ; got out our boats to save the men, took 
up 65 of them. Among them was the 3d mate and 
the only ofBcw sav'd ; the greatest part of than 
very mttoh wounded and burnt. She was called the 
Admiral Doff, a la^e ship of 82 guns, commanded 
by Richard Stranger, from St. Kitta and St. Eu- 
statia Udeu with sugar and tobadoo, bound to JjOU- 
don." > The Protector lost one hdUed and five 
wounded out of her complement of two hundred. 

t Jfau. Coin Bee., Manli 16, 81, April 20, May fi, June 22 ; 
X<ut- Arduvtt, all, fiOe, oliii, 8S0, 315 ; MauadaaelU Mag., Jul;, 
Oatobw, 1910; Aaur. Hitt. Btv., x, G9; Battm Pm(, April 30, 
1780. 

* Bo1«» QatetU, July 24, 176a 
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Thia event wbs narrated in greater detail man; 
years later by Lutber Little, a midBbipman on the 
Protector and brother of the first lieutenant, George 
Little. The midshipman says that on the morning 
of the battle there was a tog and when it " lifted, 
saw large ship to windward under English colors, 
staading down before the wind tot us, we being to 
leawaxd. Looked as large as a 74. Condoded she 
was not a frigate. All hands piped to quarters. 
Hammocks bronght np and stuffed in the nettings, 
decks wet and sanded &o. . . . We stood oa imder 
cruifiing sail. She tried to go ahead of ns and then 
hove to onder fighting sail. We showed English 
flag. She was preparing for action. We steered 
down across her stem & hauled up under her lee 
quarter, breechii^ onr guns aft to bring them to 
bear. Onr first It. hailed from the gangboard. . , . 
Onr oapt. ordered broadside and colors ahaoged. 
She replied with S cheers and a broadside. Being 
higher, th^ overshot us, cutting our rig^ng. A 
regular fight within pistol range. In a hf hoar a 
eannon shot came thro' onr side, killing Mr. Sool- 
lay, a midshipman iriio oommanded the 4th 12- 
pounder from the stem. His brains flew over my 
face and my gun, which was the third from the 
stem. In an hour all their topmen were kid by our 
marines, 60 in no. and all Americans. Oar marines 
kid the man at their wheel & the ship oame down 
on OB, her oat-head staving in oar quarter galley. 
We lashed thmr jib-boom to oar mun shrouds. 
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Our nutriueB firing into their port holes kept them 
from charging. We were ordered to hoard, bnt the 
lashing broke & we were ordered hack. Their ship 
shooting alongside nearly locked oar gnns & we 
gave a broadside, wh. out away her mizen mast and 
made gt havoc Saw her sinking and her maintop- 
gallantsail on fire, wh nm down her rising and 
oanght a hogshead of cartridges under her quarter 
deck and blew it oS. A chai^ of grape entered 
my port hole. One passed between my backbone 
and windpipe and one thro' my jaw, lodging in the 
roof of my month & taking off a piece of my tongoe, 
the other thro' my upper lip, taking away part, 
and all my upper teet^ Was carried to cockpit ; 
my gun was fired only once after. I had fired it 19 
iimes. Thinking I was mortally wounded they 
dressed first those likelier to lire. Heard the surgeon 
say * he will die.' The Duff sunk, on fire, colors fly- 
ing. Onr boats had been injured, but were re- 
paired as well as poaBit^ & sent to pick ap the 
swimmen; saved 55, one half wounded. Then first 
It confided to me that many ^ were drowned rather 
than be made captives. Some tried to jump from the 
boats. Oar surgeons amputated limbs of 6 of them. 
One was sick with W. India fever and had floated 
oat of his hammock between decks. The weather 
was warm imd in less than 10 days 60 of onr men 
had it. Among those saved were 2 American cap- 
tains & their crews, prisoners on board the Duff. 
One of the Am. captains told us that Capt. Strang 



:.bv Google 



NAVAL OPERATIONS IN 1780 fil7 

Lad hoped we were a Contineiital frigate, when he 
first B»w us." * • While oruising off Nova Sootia with 
a great deal of sichneaa on board, the Protector 
fell in with the Thames, a British frigate of thirty- 
two giuu. After a miming fight (d several hoars 
the Protector escaped. She returned to Boston, 
Angiut 15. In the fall she made another craise, 
first nmning to the eastward and then to the West 
Indies.* 

Captain Elisha Hart, of the private armed sloop 
Betaliatton, ten gons and fifty men, wrote from 
Kew London, September 29, 1780, to Ghiremor 
Trumbnll of Connecticut, that he bad sailed on 
the 22d along the south side of Ixmg Island to 
Sandy Hook and towards the Narrows, in New 
York Harbor. Several sloops were seen coming down 
from New York. The Retaliation chased them and 
overhauled one that was standing for Staten Island. 
" I disooTered She Had no Gnns," says Hart, ** but 
appeared full of Men Elligantly Dressed. I then 
Supposed her to be a Pleasure Boat from the Fleet, 
which I then Saw Lying In the Narrows and was 
within One League of them and in full View of the 
City and More than a League within the Guard 
Ships." Captain Hart got out sweeps, came ap fast 
on the chase and huled her, but her commander 
was reTy suspicious and refused to come on board 

' Xaiaaeripi in Harrud College Librmrj. 

* MatM. Arddve*, aliii, 385 ; BoiUm GaxeOe, July 17, 24, Angiut 
21, 1760 i Advnntura, of Ebentter Fox, ch. It, t ; Clark, i, 102, 103 ; 
Skbine'i Life of Prdile, oh. i. 
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the Betaliation. ** I Hbea ordered Down my Englisli 
Colonrs, Ban oat my Bow Gnns and Told liim if 
He did not Come on Board I would Sink Him 
Immediately. He then Hove out hi« Boat and 
Come oa Board. I Immediately Man'd the Prize 
and Took out the Prisoners." They were forty-eeren 
in number, including a captun, a lientenant, and 
two aeigeauts ; they were a oaptain'B guard, sent to 
leUere guard at the lighUioase. An armed nioop 
from near the guaidship approached, but bore away 
npon the Betaliati<m'B heaving to for her. Tbe 
prize was brought safely into New London.^ 

Alexander Murray, who was afterwards a lien- 
toiaot in the Continental navy, commanded the 
letter of marque Berenge in 1780 ; she carried 
eighteen six-pounders and fifty men and was fitted 
oat at Baltimore for a voyage to Holland. Having 
collected a oonvoy of fif^ sail in Chesapeake Bay, 
some of them armed, Murray attempted to get to 
■ea, but npon the appearance of a squadron of Brit- 
ish privateers, consisting of an eighteen-gnn ship, 
a sixteen-gan brig, and three sohooners, bis convoy, 
with the exception of two vessels, deserted him and 
fled. The Bevenge alone engaged the ship and brig 
with both broadsides, lying between them, and beat 
tbem both off after a hard-fought action of more 
than an hour. The two vessels with him kept the 
three schooners occnpied until the oonvoy had time 

I 2VamMIJfS$.,xiu,41;Cont>(wnt<iJJo«nu;,Oatoba 6,1780; 
Papen Nm Londm But. 8oe., TV, i, 18. 
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to escape into Hampton Boads. Murray retnmecl 
to port to repair damages and then onoe more set 
saiL On the Banks of Newfoundland he oaptared a 
lettee oi marque brig. He pursued his voyage, but 
unluckily fell in with a large British fleet of men- 
of-war and transports, waa chased by a frigate and 
oaptuied. Not long afterwards Murray was ex- 
oluDged.^ 

A source of embarrassment to British naval ad- 
ministration during the war was jealousy and ill- 
feeling among the officers of the navy. One in- 
stance was a bitter quarrel between Admirals E^p- 
pel and Palliser in 1T78. Admiral Bodney came 
out to the West Indies early in 1780 and remained 
there most of the time until 1782. His relations 
with otiier officers seem seldom to have been pleas- 
ant, and lust of prize money interfered at times 
with the disobarge of duty. His Srst exploit was an 
encounter with a French fleet under the Comte de 
Gnichen, which led to contentions with his captains 
due to misunderstanding about signals. In Septem- 
ber, Rodney went to New York for a short stay, 

1 Oarh, i. 111 ; Port Folio, Hkj, 1S14. For fnttlkBr aoconnts of 
piiT>t«eniig and prizei in 1780, na Bottim GtuttU, Hmioh S, 20, 
Usj 1, July 3, 24, 31, Septsmb«r 4, NavtmbuT 0, 11S0; Maua- 
ohueUf Spf,Avgtat 17, ITSO; Contineital Joirnal, Ontobcr 19, 
1780; P«WL GazetK, JnlylS, I780;Xi»u:fonPD«C, Hayl, AngTut 
4, 1780 ; FiotaiBy JfSS., miii, 280 i .^IiBOB, «, 55, 60, 266-267 ; 
Clark, i, 116, 119 ; Virginia Hiit. BefiKer, Jnlf, 1853 ; TtidCer, oh. 
Tiii; Pi^en 2ftv Lmdm Hiu. Siie.,TV,i, W; B, L Hi^.Mag., 
JbIj, 1881. 
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arriving jast in time to fall into a large amonnt of 
priae money, which came to bim as senior officer on 
the station and would otherwise have gone to Ad- 
mital Arbnthnot. This ocoasioned a disagreeable 
quarrel between them. In a letter dated October 
19, 1780, Bodney says to Arbuthnot: " I am hon- 
oured with your letter of the 16th Instant and am 
Bony that my Conduct has given you <^ence ; none 
was intended on my part. ... It was not indinalioa 
or ChcHce that brought me to America ; it was the 
Duly I owed my "King and Country. I bad flattered 
myself it would have met with your approbation. I 
am sorry it has not, but I own I have the vanity to 
think it will meet with His approbation whose it is 
the greatest Honor a Subject can receive. Your 
Anger at my partial interfering (as you term it) 
with the American War not a little surprises me. 
I came to Interfere in the American War, to Com- 
mand by Sea in it and do my best Endeavours to- 
wards the putting an end thereto. I knew the Dig- 
ni^ of my own Sank and the power invested in 
me by the Commission I bear entitled me to take 
the supreme Command, which I ever shall do on 
every Station, . . . unless I meet a Superior Of- 
ficer. . . . Your having detadied the Baisonable 
to England without my knowledge, after you had 
received my orders to pat your self under my com- 
mand, is I believe nnprecidented in the Annals of 
the British Navy." ^ 

* Bnt. Adm. Btc, A. D. Leemird Idmdt, vii. 
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On October 80, Ttodnej vrote to the Admiralty : 
"Vice Admiral Arbnttmot having taken it into 
bis head to be highly Offended at me for doing 
what I thought my duty to His Majesty and the 
Pablio and acqnainting me by letter dated tbe 16th 
Instant that he would remonstrate to their Lord- 
sbips agunst my Conduct, I think it a dut^ I owe 
myself to transmit to the Admiralty Board Copies 
of My Orders and Letters to Mr. Arbnthnot with 
his answers to Me (His Superior officer), that their 
Lordships may Judge which of us has most cause 
to trouble them with Complaints. . . . IltatlbaTe 
been extremely tender in tssoing Orders to Vice 
Admiral Arbnthnot and been attentive towards pay- 
ing him every respect due to bis Bank, die inclos'd 
letters I am sure will convince their Lordships. 
If in his Answers to me his letters have not been 
penn'd with that Cordiality which ought to pass 
between Officers acting in the Public Service, I am 
sorry for him, they effect not Me. I am ashamed 
to mention what appears to Me the real cause and 
from whence Mr. Arbuthnot's chagrcne proceeds, 
but the proofs are so plmn that Prize Money is the 
Occasion that I am under the necessity of trans- 
mitting them. ... On my arri^ at New York 
... I fonnd it necessary. . . to ^ve Mr. Arbuth- 
not Orders to put himself under My Command, 
not only for the better carrying on the Public Ser- 
vice, but likewise to prevent any Litigioua Suits 
relative to Prize Money, which Mr. Arbuthnot had 
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grren me Imt too much reason to expect. ... I can 
solemnly assure their Lordsliips that I had not the 
least conception of any other Prize Money on the 
Coast of America bnt that which would be most 
honourably obtain'd by the destmction of the 
Enemy's Ships of War and FnTateeis, hot when 
Prize Money appeared predominant in the mind of 
my BiotJier Officer, I was determin'd to have my 
Share of that Botmt^ so gracionsly bestow'd by 
His Majesty and the Fnblic. ... I flatter'd my- 
self I should have had the bonour even of Mr. Ar- 
bntbnot's approbation of my Conduct. I am sorry 
I hare not, but if I am so happy as to meet with 
that of their Lordships, it will more than fully com- 
pensate." ' Kodney returned to the West Indies in 
December. 

1 Brit. Adi^ Bee., A. D. Leeward Id:, tu; MaAaa, 371-882; 
Honnay, li, 228<220, 244-2S1 ; Bddmr, i, 2»3, 301, 302 ; CkaimiMg, 
iii, 324; Nae. Bee. Boe., iii, 1, S. For Arbnthnofi eompbunb 
■puiut Rodney, (m Brit. Adn. Bee, A. D. 4SG, Septembw SO, 
OdtolMra9,11Sa 
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EDItOPBAlI WATERS IS 17S0 

Afteb hia arrival at L'Orient in Febmaiy, 1780, 
C^tain Jones had to endnre another long period 
of wuting on shore, bnt was oocnpied for some time 
in giving the Ailiaiice a thorough overhauling ; 
for lack of money this was less oomplete than he 
had hoped. In the first place the ship had been pat 
out of trim by the arrangement of the ballast, whicfaf 
Jones says, " Captain Landais has extended along 
the ogling from the stem-post to the stem ; an 
idea that I believe he may without vanity call his 
own." Besides ootrecting this, repairs were neoes- 
eary and Jones proposed to have the ship coppered. 
Another object of his demre was the porobase of 
the Serapis, and he says in the same letter, whieb 
was written to Franklin, Feln^nary IS : " I wish 
she could be made the property of America." ' 
He seems to have had an idea that the French 
government would bear the cost of repairs on tiie 
Alliance. Franklin wrote to him, Febmaiy 19: 
** As to refitting your ship at the expense of this 
court, I must acquaint yon that there is not the 
least probability of obtaining it, and therefore I 
cannot aak it. I hear too much already o£ the ei- 
> at«rhr>w, 180. 
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traordinaiy expense yoa made in Holland to think 
of propouog an addition to it, especiallj as yon 
seem to impute tlie damage she has snstained more 
to Capt. Landais's negligence than to aooidenta of 
the oroize. The whole expense will therefore fall 
upon me and I am ill provided to bear it, having 
so many unexpected calls npon me from all quar- 
ters. I therefore beg you would have men^ upcm 
me, pat me to as little chai^ as possible and take 
nothing that you can pcMsibly do without. As to 
sheathing with copper, it is totally out of the ques- 
tion. I am not authorised to do it, if I had money ; 
and I have not money for it, if I had orders. The 
purchase of the Sert^s is in the same predicament 
. . . Let me repeat it, for God's sake be sparing, 
unless you mean to make me a bankrupt or have 
;oar drafts dishonored for want of money in my 
hands to pay them." ^ In spite of difGoulties, how- 
ever, the ship was in fine condition by the middle 
of April. Jones took on board of her twenty-ei^t 
eighteen-pounders and twelve niaes, the guns that 
had been made for the Bonhomme Biohard, but 
were not ready in time ; besides which it had been 
decided that eighteens were too heavy.' Jones ex- 
pected to return to America in the Alliance, bat 
wished before he left France to settle his own 
and his men's affurs. His prizes had not yet been 

> Shtrburm, 189, 190. 

■ Rid., 221 i AnAivM dt la Marint, B* S9, 226. PnibaUy the** 
pm* wsn to be tMoaportad to Anuriea, not maimtcll on tb* 
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sold and his crew were without wages, without prize 
money, and without olodies. In order to expedite 
matters, Jones made another trip to Puis and 
obtained the promiBe of an early sale. Franklin - 
advanced a sum of money to supply the immediate 
needs of officers and men. The French goremment 
loaned the ship Ariel of twenty guns to accompany 
the Alliance to Amerioa and assist in transporting 
a lai^ amount of clothing and military supplies 
for the Continental army. Many exchanged Amer- 
ican prisoners arrived from Fngland who would be 
aviulable for her crew. Jones was received in Paris 
with marked distinction and was presented by the 
King with a gold-hilted sword and the cross of the 
Order of Military Merit ; the latter in the follow- 
ing year, after having obtained the approval of 
Congress.^ 

About this time die project of another cruise to 
the north, under the command of Commodore Jones, 
was formed. It is outlined in the following paper 
drawn up by Jones and dated June 10: "It is 
understood that a considerable Number of the 
King's Frigates are likely to remain unarmed and 
unemployed in the Ports, through the Scannty of 
French Seamen. To Man these ihe Grovemment 
might ask of Congress the Services of Commodore 
Jones and of a sufEcient Nomber of American Of- 
ficers and Sailors, of which there are about 500 

> 8mdi, 247-203 ; Slcrbunw, 186-107 ; AnMva d* la Marim, 
V 91, 46, 288, ass, B« in, 170. 
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DOW Prisoners in England, wbose exchange will 
naturally take place in two or three Months and 
who heing arrived here might easily be engaged 
and retained for that purpose. Commodore Jones 
is now bound for America, from whence with the 
permisaioQ of Congress he might retom in about 
fonr Months with the Alliance and probably with 
one or two otiher American Frigates, on board of 
which and of snch Merchant Ships as would gladly 
pat themselves nnder his Convoy be could embark 
and bring over a oonsiderable number of chosen 
Supemomeraiy officers and Seamen to be jtnned 
with those expected from England end to soch others 
as might be collected in France, and the whole em- 
ployed in manning the French Frigates in Ques- 
tion, which during Commodore Jones's absenee 
might be put in some d^roe of readiness. Should 
Qm Serapis be bought by the King, it would be 
advisable to employ her in this Service. In this 
way a squadron of Frigates from America and of 
fast sailing French Frigates, sloops &o. manned by 
Americans might be easily formed, capable of ren- 
dering very essential services to the Common Cause, 
by destroying the Enemies Commerce, alarming 
their Coasts, taking their Towns &a. &o. It would 
be expedient to embark a few hundred of good 
French Troops on board the different Vesseb of 
"War, to serve as Marines and to assist in making 
descents &c Commodore Jones can and at any time 
will point out to Government many desirable onder* 
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takings for the Armament in Question, bat u the 
utmost secrecy is neoeaaaiy to render them Bucceas- 
ful and as changes of Winds and a Tariety of cir- 
comatanoes may raider it expedient to change the 
<q>enttions of thig Force, he vonld desire and ex- 
pect to be left at full Liber^ to act aooording as 
situations and circiunBtanoes may in his ovn opin- 
ion appear for the best." This proposition was fa- 
vorably reoeiTed by the Frenoh Ministry, but appuv 
ently owing to the inability of Congress to take the 
neoessaiy steps on their part and to other eircum> 
stances, it came to nothing.^ 

During Jones's absenoe from L'Orient, Landais, 
instigated by Arthur Lee, encouraged a spirit of 
discontent almost amounting to matiny among the 
crew of the Alliance. The men were led to beUere 
that Jones was responsible for their not receiving 
the prixe money doe them, and they demanded the 
restoration of TjLnrlniH to the command of the ship. 
Apparently Jones here ^ain, as on the Banger, 
suffered from the lack of a warm personal regard 
for him cm the part of his men, who, repelled hy hie 
demeanor, never nnderstood his devotion to their 
interests. The former officers and men of the Bon- 
homme Bichaid, however, stood by him. Lee ex- 
pressed the opinion that as Landais's commission 
had not been revoked, nor had he been relieved by 
order of Congress, he was still l^ally in command 
of the Alliance. Jones wrote to Kobert Morris: 
I JrdaMM dt la Jfin-in^ B< 1T3, 1S8, 199 ; Sitrlmn*, 906-211. 
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" I am conviiioed that Mr. Lee has acted in this 
matter merely hecause I would not heoome the 
enemy of the venerable, the wise and good Frank- 
lin, whose heart as well as head does and will always 
do honor to hijnian nature."^ In regard to the 
legali^ of Landaii's oonunission, tlie Board of 
Admiralty in a report to Congress a few months 
later obserred that "Captain TjtTifliiia reg^ed 
command of iba Alliance by the advioe of Mr. Lee« 
notwithstanding big suspension by Dr. Franklin, 
who by the direction of the Marine Committee had 
the sole management of onr marine affairs in Eu- 
rope." ' John Adams, however, beliered that Hm 
Marine Conunittee lacked authority to confer upm 
Franklin the power to remove the commander of a 
ship. Commodore Gillon of Sonth Carolina, at that 
time in France, also took the part of Landms. The 
Fr^ioh ministry declined to take sides in the con- 
trovert. Jtme 13, after Jones's return from Paris 
bnt daring his temporary absence from the ship, 
Tjftndftis went on board and took oonmiand. To 
avoid troable which might be serions and lead to 
bloodshed, Jones relinquished his claim to the 
command. ' 

About the lat of July the Alliance sailed for 
America with Arthur Lee on board as passenger, 
but without the clothing so much needed by the 

1 FWfon, ui, 821; Sotu/t, 27S. * SaiidM, S21. 

■ aid., 202-280; SWbtnw, 197-207; Halt, oh. xrii; AnAivtt 
dt ia Marint. B* ITS, 1S6, 197, 198, 201-210, 231, 237-242, 244, 
245, 248,2GG, 261. 
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army. The conduct of Captain Landus became so 
erra^c during the voyage that the safety of the ship, 
mew, and passengers seemed imperiled. After vun 
appeals to him it became necessary to relieve lum 
forcibly of the command^ which devolTed upon the 
first lientenant. This was on August 10, in latitude 
41° SO' north, longitude 59° west. The ship was 
then taken into Boston, where she arrived, August 
16. Captain Barry was appointed to command tbe 
Alliance, September 5. She remained in Boston 
Harbor during the rest of the year and on board of 
her was convened the court martial, of which Barry 
was president, for the trial of Captain Landais and 
his first lieutenant, James D^^e. As a result, Qisj 
were both dismlsBed from the navy.^ 

After the departure of tbe AUianoe from Enmce, 
Jones was ooonpied in getting ready for bis own re- 
turn to America. "He obtained a crew for the 
Ariel, that was ordered by government to be fully 
armed and equipped. He embarked soob a qoantily 
of arms and powder as with provision for only nine 
weeks filled the ship even between decks. He hoped 
to make the passage in a favourable season of 
the year, but was detained by contrary and stormy 
winds in the road of Groix from the 4th of Sep- 

» P<y. Cmt. CoHgr., IM, 461-606, fffl, 699, 681, 689, 666, 670, 
706, 767, 778 (AngiMt 10, September 22, NoTenilMr 10, 29, 1780, 
Junary 6, 6, 26, 1781) ; Mar. Com. LeOer Boot, 32S (Septnaber 
6, 1760) ; Xea MBS., AD^nrt 6, 10, Deeemlm 20, 17B0; Betan 
Oamtu, Aivwt 31, 1780; JnAiEwt de la aTariM.B" IB (Join, 
1780). 
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tember tin tbeStli of October. He then Kuled whh 
a fair wind and pleasant weather, bnt the next night 
tiie Ariel was driTen by a Tiolent tempest olose to the 
rocks of the Femnarqne, a terrible ledge between 
L'Orient and Brest. The ship could show no sail, bat 
was almost buried under the water, not having room 
to run before the wind and having several feet 
water in the hold. Einding the depth of water 
ill mini A ^t, Captain Jones in the last extremity 
cast anchor, bnt could not bring the ship's bead to 
the wind. Sometimes the lower yard-arms touched 
the water. Captain Jones now had no remedy left 
but to out away the foremast. This had the desired 
^eot and the ship immediately oame head to the 
wind. The main^nast had got oat of the step and 
now reeled about lite a drunken man. Foreseeing 
the danger of its either breaking off below the gun- 
deck or going through the ship's bottom, Captain 
Jones ordered it to be cat away. But before this 
could be done, the chain-plates gave way and the 
main-mast breaking ofi by the gun-deck carried with 
it the mizen-mast; and the mizen-mast carried away 
the qnarter-gallery. In that situation the Ariel rode 
in the open ocean to windward of perhaps the most 
daogeions le<^ of rooks in the world for two days 
and near three ni^ts, in a tempest that covered 
the shore with wrecks and dead bodies and that 
drove ships ashore from their anchors even in the 
port of L'Orient. It was perhaps fortunate that 
fbe Ariel lost her masts, since no anohora could 
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bard held her so long had the masts stood. By t^ 
help of jary-masts, erected after the gale, the Ariel 
returned to L'Orieiit."^ It then took several weeks 
to refit the Ariel, and Jones made an tmsuooessfol 
effort to obtain a better ship. Daring this iime he 
made farther arrangements in regard to the prize 
mon^ dae himsdf and officers and men, which had 
not yet been paid. Franklin wrote to him, Decem- 
ber 4 : " I shall strongly solicit the payment of the 
prize money, which I nnderstand is not yet received 
from the king. I hope soon to see an end of that 
affair, which has met with so many unaccoontable 
obstroetions. I enclose despatches for Congress, 
which are to be sank in case of danger. I wish yon 
to make the best of year way to America and that 
yoQ may have a prosperous voy^e."^ The Ariel 
sailed December 18.^ 

The account of this voyage is given in Jones's 
journal. *' After a variety of rencounters he, in the 
latitude 26° north and longitude of Barbadoes, met 
with a remarkably fast sailing frigate belonging to 
the enemy's navy. Captain Jones endeavoured to 
avoid speaking with that ship and as night ap- 
proached, he hoped to succeed, notwithstanding her 
superior sailing. He was, however, mistaken, for 
the next morning the diips were at a less distance 
asunder than they had been the evening b^ore, al- 
' 8aadi, 304, jonnwl prapared for the Kde. 

* Sand; 209. 
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though daring the night the officers of the watch 
had always inionoed Captain Jones the sail oontin' 
n«d oat of aigbt. An action now became onavoid' 
able and the Ariel was prepared for it. Erety thing 
was thrown oTerboard that interfered with the de- 
fence and safety of the ship. Captain Jones took 
patticaLir eare, by the management of Bails and 
lielm, to prevent the enemy from diBOOvering the 
force of the Ariel, and worked her so well aa not 
to disoorer any warlike appearance or preparation. 
In tbe afternoon the Ariel fired now and then a 
light stern-chaser at the enemy from the quarter- 
deck and oontinaed to crowd sul as if very mnoh 
alarmed. This had the desired effect and the enen^ 
puTBued with the greater eagerness. Captain Jones 
did not suffer the enemj to oome close np till the «p- 
proach of night, when having well examined his 
force, he shcnrtened sul to meet his approach. 

" When the two slups came within hul of each 
other they both hoisted English cokmrs. The per- 
son whose dnty it was to hoist the pendant on board 
the Ariel had not taken care to make the other end 
of the halliards &st, to hanl it down again to change 
the colonrs. This prevented Jones from an advan- 
tageous manffiavre he had intended and obliged him 
to let the enemy range np along the lee-side of the 
Ariel, where he saw a battery lighted for action. A 
conversation now took place between the two ships, 
which lasted near an boor, by which Captain Jonee 
learned the situation of the enemy's affairs in Amer- 
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ica. The captain ot the enemy's ship sud his name 
was John Pindar. His ship had been oonstraoted 
hy the fantcHis Mr. Peck of Boston, bntlt at New- 
buiTport, owned by Mr. Tracy of tbat place, com' 
tnanded by Captain Hopkins, the son of the late 
Conmiodore Hopkins, and had been taken and fitted 
out at New York and named the Triumph by Ad- 
miral Bodney. Captain Jones told him he mnst 
put out his boat and come on board and show his 
commisdon, to prove whether or not he really did 
belong to the British navy. To this he made some 
excuses, beoanse Captun Jones had not told him 
who he was, and his boat he said was very leaky. 
Captain Jones told him to consider the danger of 
refusing. Captain Pindar said he wonld answer for 
twenty guns and that he himself and every one of 
his people had shown themselves Englishmen. Cap- 
tun Jones said he wonld allow him five minutes 
only to make his refieotion. That time being elapsed. 
Captain Jones backed a little in the weather-quarter 
of the enemy, ran dose under her stern, hoisted 
American colours, and hwag within short pistd shot 
on the lee-beam of the enemy, began to engage. 

" It was past seven o'clock and as no equal force 
ever exceeded the vigorous and regular fire of the 
Ariel's battery and tops, the action while it lasted 
made a glorious appearance. The enemy made a 
feeble resistance for about ten minutes. He then 
struck his colours. The enemy then begged for 
quarter and said half his men were killed. The 
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Ariel's fire oeued and the crew, u mnal after a 
Tictory, gave orieB of joy. To 'show themgelves Eng- 
lishmen,' the enemy filled tJieir ■atla and got on the 
Ariel's veather-how, before the cries of joy had 
Nided on board the ArieL Captain Jones, stupeat 
ing the base design of the enemy, Uamediately set 
every sail he oonld to prevent her eaeape, hut the 
enemy had so mnch advantage in sailing that tiie 
Ariel ooold not keep up and they soon got ont of 
gnn shot The English oaptun may properly be 
called a knave, because after he Bnrrendered his 
ship, begged for and obtiuned quarter, he basely 
ran away, contrary to the laws of naval war and the 
practice of civilized nations. A conspiracy was dis- 
covered among the English part of the Ariel's crew 
immediately after sailing from Franoe. During the 
voyage every officer and even the passengers had 
been constantly armed and kept a regular watch, 
besides a constant guard with fixed bayonets. After 
tiie action with the Triumph the plot was so far 
discovered that Captain Jones confined twenty of 
the ringleaders in irons till his ^rrivaL Captain 
Jones arrived at I^tiladelphia on the 18th Febm- 
aty, 1781, having been absent from America three 
years, three months and eighteen days." * 

Among the American privateers in Fraaoe com- 
missioned by Franklin was one owned by French- 
men in Dunkirk named the Black Prince, a small 

> Saiui; SOO-802; SitrbiBiu, 218, 214; BotUm Chaettt, Mwah 
19,1181. 
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cntter snned with sixteen three- and fonp-potmdert 
and tliirty-two swiTels, which proved snoh a prize- 
taker that the owners ohtuned froia the Ameri- 
oan minister a commission for another, which th^ 
oalledtheKa'dcFrinoess. The latter at first carried 
eighteen two^ three-, and fonr^poonden and twenty- 
four swivels, bat later a mni^ heavier armament. 
These two vessels, manned chiefly by English and 
Irish smn^lerswitii a few Americans, cruised with 
temarkahle soooess during 1779 and 1780. There 
were disadvantages in giving commissions to ves- 
sels owned by foreignen and likely to be manned 
1^ the refuse of the seafaring population, hut as 
Franklin said, " The prisoners brought in serve to 
enihange our oonntrymen, which makes me more 
willing to enooorage such armameuta, though they 
oocHudon a good deal of trouble." ' The Black 
Frinoe was commanded, for a time, at least, \ij 
Captain Stephen Mertdunt, who after leaving ber 
returned to America, arriving in Boston about 
March 1, 17S0. According to Merchant, " this ship 
was fitted out at Dunkirk under a Continental 
commission and colours. . . . She went round the 
ooaats of Britain and Ireland and in less than three 
months took 87 prizes ; three of them were re- 
taken, 4 burnt after taking out what was valuable, 
all the rest were either ransomed or arrived safe in 
port, by which the lowest men have made a little for- 
tune. By instmctaons from Dr. Franklin the Cap- 
> Wiarlim, Si, Sai- 
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tain was proliibited doing miaobief above bi^ 
water mark. This generous prohibition be puncto- 
ally obserred, though be had it frequently in big 
power to land and distress the inhabitants of Britiun 
on their remotest coasts. He had not heardof th^ 
baraing Fairfield in C<Hiiieotient, of which State lie 
is a native, or he would have been strongly tempted 
to have tnmsgressed his orders by a just retalia- 
tion. Being onoe in want of water and some re- 
freshments OB the coast of Scotland, he sent his 
boat to a small town and demanded a supply, prom- 
ising seonrity to the inhabitants and their property 
in case Ua demand was complied with. It was re- 
fused ; upon which he approached the town with 
his ship and sainted it with a broadside. A white 
flag was immediately displayed 1^ the inhabitants 
and the Hack Prince was not only supplied with 
water, bnt with cattle, sheep, poultry and every re- 
freshment the place could afford and the commander 
chose to receive." ^ 

The Kack Prince was afterwards commanded by 
Captain Dowlin, and in April, 1780, captnred a 
Dutch ship called the Flora wit^ an En^sh cai^. 
Franklin at onoe ordered the removal and con- 
demna^on of the cargo and the release of the ves- 
sel with payment of damages, giving his reasons in 
a letter to Vergennes, dated June 18. It was just 
at this time that Russia and other maritime powers 
were farming the Armed Neutralily for tie proteo- 
1 Indrptndtnl ChraiucU, Uareh 3, 178(X 
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tioD of their oommeroe from the interference of 
belligerentB b; enforcing the doctrine that " free 
ships make free goods," alwaTs most obnoxbos to 
England. This principle had been incorporated in 
a treaty which the United States was trying to ne- 
gotiate with Holland, bat which the Dntoh had 
hitherto failed to accept. Franhlin, therefore, felt 
jnstified in acting nnder the old law of nations, 
althoagh he was well known to be a strong advo- 
cate of the principles of the Armed Ifeutrality. 

In his letter to Vergennes be explains his po- 
sition on the snbjeot of prirate^ng and eapeoially 
of TesBela fitted oat l^ Frenchmen under the Ameri- 
can flag. "I beg leave to observe," be says, "that 
by the express words of the coamtission granted to 
them they are directed to submit the prizes they 
shall carry into any port in the dominions of a 
foreign state to the judgment of the admiral^ 
conrts established in such ports or states, and ac- 
cording to the nsages there in force. Several of 
onr first prizes bronght into France were, if I mis- 
take not, so jadged ; and it was not npon any re- 
quest of mine that such causes were afterwards re- 
ferred to me, nor am I desiroos of continuing to 
exercise that jurisdiction. If thereforethejudgment 
I have given iu the case of th6 Hora is not ap- 
proved and the Connml of Prizes will take the 
trouble of re-examining and trying that cause and 
those of all other prizes to be bronght in hereafter 
by American cruisers, it will be very agreeable to 
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me and, from the very tenns above mentioned of 
the oommiBnon, I flunk it will also be agreesible to 
the C<mgze§B. Nor do I desire to enoonrsge the 
fitting oat of jniTateers in France by the King's 
subjects with American oonunissions. I have had 
many applications of the kind which I have refused, 
advising the owners to apply for the commissions 
of his majesty. The case of the Black Prince was 
portioiilar. She had been an old smuggler on the 
coasts of England and Ireland^ was taken as sndi 
and carried into DabHn, where- her crew found 
means to break prison, out their vessel out of the 
harbor and escaped with her to Dnnkerque. It was 
represented to me that the people, being all English 
and Irish, ware afraid to continue their smu^ling 
buainesB, lest if they should be again taken they 
might be punished as British subjects for thdr 
crime at Dublin, and that they were willing to go a 
privateering against the English ; but speaking no 
other language, they imagined they might, if taken, 
better pass as Americans if they had an American 
oonmisdim than as Frenchmen if under a French 
commission. On'these grounds I was appHed to for 
a oommissioii, which I granted believing tbat sooh 
a swift vessel with a crew that knew so well all 
parts of the enettiy's coasts might greatly molest 
their coasting trade. Her first suooees occasioned 
adding the Black Princess by the same owners, and 
between them they have taken and sent in or lan- 
aomed or destn^ed an amanng nnmber of vessels ; 
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I thinlE near eighty. But I shidl oontiune to zefnse 
gnntiiig any mora oommiasiona except to Amerioan 
Tessels ; and if, under tlie oinnmutanoes above ze- 
presentod, it is thought nevertheless inconvenient 
that the oranmissions of the Black Prince and 
Priaoess should oontinoe, I vill immediately recall 
them." ^ 

fVanklin wrote to the President of CongreBS, 
Aogost 10, that these two vessels had taken in 
eighteen months nearly a hondred and twen^ 
prizes. Li the Bummer of 1780 the Blaok Frinoe . 
was wrecked on the French coast, bnt the Princess, 
under the command of Captain Edward Maoatter, 
continued cruising, and between June 20 and July 
10 made twenty^eight captures. Veigennes advised 
the recall of these privateers' commissions. Frank- 
lin rejdied, August 15, that he had already recalled 
them and added : " I have had no other interest in 
those armaments than the advantage of some pris- 
oners to exchange for my oonntrymen." ' These 
two vessels were the only ones owned and fitted 
oat in France that had been granted commissions 
by Franklin. In August it was ordered by the King 
that the prizes of Amerioan privateers should be 
judged by the French Council of Prizes.^ 

The ship Mars of the Massaohnsetts navy suled 

1 Wharum,m,mi. ' Airf., it, 33. 

• md^ iii, 8dl, 682, 801-803, it, 26, S3; Ointinmtal Joarnal, 
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irom Boston for Nantes about the Ifrt of Aogtut. 
On September 13, Captiun Sampson reported to 
the Board of War : " I have the pleamie of inform- 
ing you of my safe arrival at the Entranoe of die 
Biver Loyer in the Ship Macs the 10th Inst, after 
a Passage of Forty-foor days, and embrace the 
earliest opportunity to acquaint you of the same. 
During my Passage I had favourable Winds antaU 
abt the Twentieth of Augt, when I had got as far 
to the Eastvrd as the Long. 20.0 W., then taOdxig 
the Winds to the Southd & Eastwd & having a verj 
Strong Northwardly Current and my ship veiyfool 
and after trying her trim everyway, found her to sail 
very Indiffer^itly ; was drove to the northward of 
Ushant, woh greatly Retarded my Passage. During 
my pass^e I gave Chase to several Vessels wch I 
had every reason to believe them to be English, 
bnt to my great mortification could not speak with 
any of them. On the 7th Augt I spoke a Dutch 
Ship from Curiso bound to Amsterdam and on the 
11th with a Dean from St. Croix bound to Copen- 
hagen. On the 81st, in Latt 49.40 N., Long. 11. 
W., I gave chase to a Brig, who seeing me in Chase 
of her, hove too. She proved to be . . . from St. 
Jabe bound to Cork loaded with Salt, Commanded 
by a Portngoe. Hie Capt. came on board with Us 
Portngne papers and told me his cargo belonged to 
himself. I sent an OfSoer on board him to search 
for more papers, who found concealed in the Cap- 
tain's State Room a number of Letters directed to 
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Merchants in Cork [contaming] Sufficient Papers 
to prove her Ca^;o was Ccmsigned to [one of these 
merchants] ; upon vhioh I took the Captain & 
Seven Portngae oat and sent [a prize master in 
her] to proceed for Boston. My Beasona for send- 
ing her to America was that her Cargo woald not 
have heen Yahiable in Europe hat would he in 
Great D^nand in America. . . . On the 8th InBt. 
at 26 Leagues to the Westward of Belle Me at 
10 AM. I saw several Sail to the S. W. and a 
Ship and a Sloop under my Lee ; I kept on my 
Cmise to the S. E. The ship & sloop Standing by 
the wind in order to speak to me, I praseved the 
Sloop to come up with me very fast. At 5 P.H. the 
Sloop, which was an English Cutter mounting 
twenty-two Gnus, came along side of me and at 5 
minutes past 5 P.lf. the action b^an wch lasted 
One hour & 5 minutes, bat my Ship being very 
foul and very heavy to work and not more thaa 
half Mand & a very large Swell mnniag, gave the 
Cutter every advantage possible during the action, 
as she oonid sail round me at her pleasure, but after 
her engaging me rather better than an hour she 
thot proper to shear of to the Ship, & I having 
my Crotehet yard shot away and imagining her 
consort the ship 'to be an English I^vateer and 
knowing it Impossible to come up with the Cutter, 
did not think proper to ^ve her chase. During 
the Action my Officers and men behaved with great 
Spirit; my loss during the action was two men 
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killed, viz. Mr. Nathan Haskell, Lt. MarineB, and 
Thorns Bansford." ^ The Man retamed to Bob- 
ton later in the year. 

The Fortngoese amhsssador at Paris having oom- 
jdained of the seizore by the Mara of the Teesel be- 
longing to <Hie of hia ooantrymen and o£ alleged ill- 
treahoent, Franklin advised sending the claim to 
America, and wrote to the President of Congress, 
December 8, saying: **! hope the Congress may 
think fit to take some notioe of this afEair and not 
obIj forward a speedy decision, bnt give ordrav to 
onr omiaers not to meddle with neutral ships for 
the future, it being a practice apt to produce iU 
blood and contrary to the spirit of the new league, 
iriiioh is approved by all Europe ; and the English 
property found in such Teesels will hardly pay the 
damages brought on us by the irregular prooeediogs 
of onr captains in endeavoring to get at socb pro- 
perty."' Congress had already, on Octobw 6, 
** Besatred, That the board o£ admiralty prepare 
and report instmctionB for the oommanders of armed 
Teasels commanded by the United States conform- 
able to the principles contained in the dedaiation 
of the Empress of all the HnsBias on the rights of 
neutral vesselB. That the ministers plenipotentiary 
from the United States, if invited thereto, be and 
hereby are respectively empowered to accede to sodi 

I MoMtaiiuteat Mag., Ootobw, 1910; Jfiui. Ben. Boll*, zzziz, 
ai6 ; Mob. Arduta, olili, 40(X 
■ Wiarto*, W, 180. 
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regolationa oonformable to the apirit of the said 
deoUrstion as may be agreed upon }yy the Congress 
expected to assemble in pnrsuanoe of the invitation 
of her Imperial majesty." * 

The prirateer General Pickering of Salem, a ship 
of a Ktmdred and eighty tons oonmunded by Cap- 
tun Haraden, carrying sixteen six-poonders and 
forty-seven men, on a voyage to Spain fell in with 
a twenty^^nn British cutter, May 29, 1T80, and 
beat her off after an addon of an hoar and three 
qnaiters. Three days later, in the Bay of Biscay, 
the H^ering oaptnred a schooner called the Golden 
Eagle vith fourteen nine-ponnders, eight foors, and 
fifty-seren men. Jane 4, vhile proceeding towards 
Bilbao, she fell in with the British privateer 
Achillea armed with twenty-two nine-ponnda« and 
eighteen other gons and with a crew of a hondred 
and thirty men. She was a very mueh larger ship 
than the Pickering. They foaght nearly three hours 
at close range and the Achilles then sheered off and 
Buled away, the Pickering being nnable to f tJlow. 
This battle was foaght dose to the Spanish ooast 
and waa watched by a moltitude of peojde." 

Dnring the year 1780 the Continental navy saf- 
fered the loss of nearly half its fleet at the fall 
of Charleston : the Providence, Boston, Qneen of 

1 TDknrton, IT, 8L 
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Frftnce, and Riinger. Of the tliirteen frigates pro- 
vided for io 1775, the Tramball alone mnained at 
the end of the year, and this ship with the frigates 
Alliance, Confederacy, and Deane and the sloop 
of war Saratoga comprised the whole navy in 
oommisBion, except the Ariel loaned by France and 
only temporarily on the list. The America and 
Bonrbon were still far from completed and were 
destined never to go to sea in the Continental ser- 
vice. Little had been accomplished by the navy 
dnring the year; few prizes of any conuderable 
Talue or importanoe had been taken. The hotly 
contested action of the Tmmhnll with the Watt 
enhanced somewhat the reputation of a servioe 
that had suffered from the shortoonungs of zealous 
and brave but untrained officers. 

As the navy dwindled, privateering ccmtinned to 
thrive and grow. The number of private armed 
vessels commissioned by the different states doabt- 
less increased considerably, though figures are not 
accessible. The Continental Congress issued three 
hundred and one letters of marqne in 1780, ninety, 
two more than in 1779.' Although it ia evident 
tiiat privateers were increasing in numbers, there 
seem to be fewer accounts of their croises than in 
previous years. 

The increase in the total number of ships of the 

British navy dnring 1780 was from four hundred 

and eighty-one to five hundred and thirt7<«ight ; of 

1 Naval Beardt (MloMhr), 817-496. 
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these, three hundred and ninely-Bix were in oom- 
misaion at the end of the year, aa compared with 
three hundred and sixty-four twelve months earlier. 
The navy employed eighty^ve thoosanct seamen and 
marines, an increase of fifteen thousand. In the fall 
there were fifty-nine vessels of aQ classes on the 
North American station, including two of ninety 
guns each, eleven seventy-fours, five sixty-fours, 
three forty-foors, and fourteen frigates. Earlier in 
the year the nnmher seems to have heen consider- 
ably smaller. There were eleven vessels at New- 
{anndland and a strong fleet in the West Indies.^ 

Acootdiog to the table of losses and captures, 
already cited for previous years, the enemies of 
England in 1T80 took five hundred and ninety-six 
of her vessels, of which fifteen were privateers and 
the rest merdiantmen ; of these, two hnndred and 
sixt^-two were retaken or ransomed. Daring the 
same time the British captured from their enemies 
two hnndred and thirty-seven vessels including 
thirty-fonr privateers ; oi this total only fonr were 
recaptured.* 

1 Hmmig, ii, 211 ; atAomberg, ii, 1, it, 363-804 ; Brit. Adm. Stc, 
A. D. 4S6, Saptomber 80, 1760, Liit erf Ship* uA VenelB £kii- 
ploysd mider the orden of Tioe-Adminl Arbutluiat. 

* OmnM, iii, 896. 
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CHAPTER XVI 

NATAL OFEBATIOira IN 1781 

Thb frigate AUianoe, Captun Bany, ym made 
ready at Boatcm for aootlier vojrage to Fianoe as 
800D aa t^ ooort martial of Captun Landus was 
oTer. There vas the nsoal delay and difficulty in 
reomiting a orew for the ship and application was 
made to the Btate government for anthority to im- 
press seamen and to enlist soldiers. The former re- 
qaest was denied, bnt permission was obtained to 
enroll Tolnnteers from the guard at the oaatle and 
it was agun neoossaiy to take a considerable num- 
ber of British prisoners. A turbolent ship's company 
was the oonseqnence and a sanguinary brawl on 
Long Wharf with the crews of two French frigates 
was an early result. Some distinguished passmgers 
were taken, including Colonel John laorens and 
Thomas Paine. Several others obtained paasage on 
condition that if neoessary they qhould serve agwnst 
the enemy or in quelling mutiny. Laurens was a 
son of Heniy Laurens, still a prisoner in England, 
and was bonnd on an important mission to France. 
He was the bearer of a letter, dated January 15, 
1781, from General Washington, addressed to him- 
self (Laurens), disoonrsing on the objects of his 
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misuon ; it was afterwards anbmitted to YergetmeB. 
In thia letter, first of all, the imperative need at 
money to carry on the approaohittg campaign was 
urged. Washington then says : "Next to a loyi of 
money, a constant naval saperiority on these ooasta 
is the object most interesting. This would instantly 
reduce the enemy to a difficnlt defensive and, I^ 
removing all prospect of extending their acquisitions, 
would take away the motives for proseonting the 
war. Indeed, it is not to he conceived how they 
could sabdflt a large force in this ooonby, if we 
had the command of the seas to intermpt the regular 
transmisnon of snppUee from Europe. This superi- 
ority, with an aid in money, would enable ua to 
oonvert the war into a vigorous offensiTe. I say 
nothing of the advantages to the bvde of both na- 
tions, nor how infinitely it would facilitate our snp- 
I^B. With respect to ns, it seems to be one of two 
deciding points, and it appears too to he the inter- 
est of our allies, abstracted from the immediate 
benefits to this ooontry, to transfer the naval war 
to America. The number of ports friendly to them, 
hostile to the British, the materials for repairing 
their disabled ships, the extensive supplies towards 
the subsistence of their fleet, are circumstances 
which would give them a palpable advantage in the 
contest of these seas." ^ The Alliance sailed from 
Boston, February 11, 1781. On the voyage a small 
Britilh privateer was taken and her prize, a Vene- 
1 W<uhit^um,ix,l(36. 
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tian Bhip, was released. Tlie frigate arrived at 
L'Orient, March9.* 

The two main objects of Washington's desire, 
indispensable at this critical period, were realized. 
Money was obtained and a French fleet soon set 
sail for America. Maxeh 29, the Alliance got un- 
der way for her return voyage in company with a 
Urge IVench letter of marque called the Marquis 
de Lafayette, loaded with military stores. Soon af- 
ter sailing, a mutiny was discovered on the Ailiimoe. 
John Kessler, mate of the frigate, who wrote a nar- 
rative of her vc^ages, says that " on March SOth an 
Indian, one of the forecastle men, gave Captain 
Barry information of a combination among the crew 
for the porpose of taking the ship, and pointing 
out three who had strove to prevail on him to be 
ooneemed therein. The three men were immediate^ 
pat in irons and all the officers, with such of the 
crew as oould be confided in, were armed and re- 
quired to remain all night on deck. On the next 
morning all hands were called and placed on the 
forecastle, booms, and gangways, excepting the of- 
ficers and such part of the crew in whom Captun 
Barry confided, who, armed, strongly guarded the 
quarter deck, the steerage, and the main deck, to 
keep the remunder of the crew together on the fore- 
castle and boom. The three designated men were 

> Barry, oil. zii; Whartm, iv, 24», 2G0, 262, 270, 826; Matt. 
Court See., Jtumuy 20, IT81 ; Matt. Aett and Btttivtl, Ftbroarj 
6, 1781 ; SoOen OiutUe, Juiiurf 1, 1781. 
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brought out of their irons on the qaarter and, being 
stripped and hoisted by the thnmbs to the mizzen 
Btay, underwent a very severe whipping before 
either would make any confession. The names of 
25 of their accomplices were obtained from them 
before the whipping was discontinued. Ab their ac- 
complices were disclosed, they were called to the 
quarter deck, stripped and tied to the ridge-rope of 
the netting and the whipping continued until it was 
thought all were disclosed that could possibly be ob- 
tained, which proved to be. That it was intended to 
take the ship on her passage out by killing all the 
officers in the middle watch of the night, except the 
aeoond Lieutenant, P. Fletcher, who was to navi- 
gate her to some port in Ireland, or on failure, to 
be destroyed. A quartermaster, one of the mutineers, 
was to have command. They had all been bound 
by an oath on the Bible administered by the Cap- 
tain's assistant cabin steward, and had also signed 
their names in a ronnd robin so-called, but that 
they found no good opportunity on the outward 
pass^e and intended to aocomplish the taking of 
the ship as aforesaid immediately on leaving France. 
But on coming out of L'Orient we lost a man over^ 
board who was one of the chief ringleaders and they 
considering that as a bad omen, threw the round 
robin overboard and relinquished thetr designs. 
The three principles were placed securely in irons 
and the remainder, after being admonished by Cap- 
tiun Barty and on their solemn declaration to oon- 
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dnot thflDuelTsa well, were permitted to letam to 
ship's daty." ^ The three prindpalB were afterwarda 
tried and sentenoed to death, bat this penalty was 
not exacted. 

Kessler farther relates that "on April 2nd, 1T81, 
two hrigs gave vm ohaae and were permitted to come 
np. One ran dose on board of tu and withont any 
hail fired the whole broadaide at na and immedi- 
ately every one ran off her deck. We had ooofc' 
menoed firing, bnt on disoorering their retreat the 
firing oeased and we boarded ibem. She proved to 
be a brig with flash deck and 20 twelve pounders, 
two six pounders and 14 [foar-poand ooeboms], 
with 112 men, called the Mars and belonging to 
the Guenuey. The crew were taken aboard the 
Alliance and all pat in irons withoat distinction. 
Captain Barry considering them as not meriting 
other treatment in oonseqaence of their firing on ns 
with no intention of bravely fighting. The other br^ 
was a Jersey called the Minerva, of 10 gnns and 
55 men. She was taken possesidon of and manned 
by the Marqois de Li^yette, oar oonsort. Soon 
after, in a gale of wind, we parted with oar oonsort 
and the prizes." ' A month later two other prizes 
were taken. May 16, the Alliance was struck by 
lightning, which shattered her main topmast and 
burned several men. 

An action was foi^ht. May 29, with tbe British 
ship Atalanta and brig Trepasscy in about nort^ 
1 Barrt, 133. * Byid., 134. 
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latatnde 40" and west longitcde 68", whidi is deo- 
cribed by Kesaler. "Towardsevening^of tlie28th] 
diaooyered two Bail on the weatlLei bow standing 
for ns and which after coming near enoagh to be 
hept in sight, hauled to wind and stood on onioonne. 
Towards day it became quite oalm. After it became 
light it appeared that they were an armed ship and 
biig, abont a league distant At stinriBe they hoisted 
the English colors and beat drama. At the same 
time dte American colors were displayed by the 
Alliance. By little pnfEa of wind we were enabled 
to get within short hailing distance." At eleven 
o'clock the ships hailed each other, "The firing 
then b^an, bnt nnfortonately there was not wind 
«noagh for onr steerage way and they being lighter 
vessels, by nsing sweeps got and kept athwart our 
stem and on oar qufulers, so that we could not 
bring one-half oar gans, nay, oft fame only one gan 
oat astern to bear on them, and thus laying like a 
log the greatest part of the time. Aboat two o'clook 
Captain Barry received a wound by a grape shot 
in the shoulder. He renuuned, however, on the 
quarter deck until by the much loss of blood he was 
obl^ed to be helped to the cook-pit Some time 
after, oar colors were shot away and it so happened 
that at the same time euch guns as would bear on 
them had been fired and were then loading, and 
which led the enemy to think we had struck the 
ooWb, and manned their shrouds and gave three 
cheers; by that time the colors were hoisted by a 
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mizen brail and our firing again began. A qnarter^ 
master went to the wheel in place of one jost killed 
there. At iho moment a small breese of wind hap- 
pening, a broadside was brought to bear and fired 
on the ship and then one on the brig, when they 
■track their odors at three o'doek." ^ 

Captain Edwards of the Atalanta, testifying at 
his oonrt martial, said of the Alliance that when 
"about two cables lengths to leeward she hoisted 
Bebel oolonrs and flr'd a Shot across ns. I imme- 
diately hoisted oar colonra, when she fired her 
broadside, wore, and as soon as on the fither tack 
aod her Otins wond bear, kept a constant Fire on 
OS ; oar Firing began on her, but b«ng at too great 
a distance, I ceast oar Fire and endeaTonr'd to get 
nearer to her, which having effected die haild ns, 
said she was the Alliance continental Frigate and 
desired we would strike." £dwards tried to keep 
up a conversation until the Trepass^ conld get up, 
but the Alliance began the action agiun. The Tre- 
passey was so aozioos to get up that she passed under 
the stem of the Allianoe " with too much way and 
in hanling under her Quarter, ebot abreast of ber ; 
in this situation she recdved two broadsides." The 
Atalanta was then brought under the frigate's stem 
and got between ber and the Trepaaaey. The Ata- 
lanta continued the action an hour and a half longer, 
nearly three hours in all ; she was then so greatly 
disalided is masts, yards, sails, and rigging as to be 
> Bttrri, 18S, 186. 
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unmanageable. It was accordingly necessaty to 
strike and the Trepasaej, unable to get away, stnick 
also. The AtaJanta'a mainmaat aoon went over the 
side.' The master of the Trepassey, deBCribing the 
battle, says that the Alliance, at a distance of half 
a mile to leeward, " hoisted rebel colours and gave 
the Atalanta and m a broadaide, we being then very 
nigh to each other; we then bore up close along- 
side of her, the Atalanta on the starboard and the 
Trepassey on the larboard quarter, and b^an to 
engage. About an hour after the action b^an Capt. 
Smith of the Trepassey was killed." ' 

The Atalanta, which oarried sirteen gnus and a 
hundred and twenly-flve men, lost six killed and 
eighteen wounded ; the Trepassey, with fourteen 
^ns and eigb^ men, lost six killed, including the 
captain, and eleven wounded. The Alliance mounted 
twenty-eight twelve-pounders and eight nines ; her 
crew was reduced by manning prizes and weakened 
by disaffection and aiokness. Her loss was five 
killed, including the lieutenant of marines, and 
twen^-two wounded, three of them mortally. Gap- 
tun Edwards and a few other ofBoers were sent on 
board the Alliance ; also some of tite wounded. 
Captain Barry agreed with the Kitiah to send the 
Trepassey as a cartel to Hali&z with all his other 
prisoners, about two hundred and fifty in number, 
to be exchanged for Americans ; before entering 

< Brit. Adm. Btc, CoarU Martial, No. &31S <Ootob« IB, 1181). 
* Mmm, zii, lea 
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apon this Berrice the Trepaase/B gnus were thrown 
overboiiid. She arrived in dae time at Hali&x. 
The Atalanta, which had been dismasted in the en- 
gagement, was fitted with jnry masts and pnt in 
charge of Hezekiah Welch, second lieatenant <^ the 
Alliance as prize master. Some weeks later, in the 
Vice-Admiralty Court at Halifax, Welch testified 
that he was ordered by Captain Bany " to take 
possession of the Atalanta and proceed with her to 
Boston, New Ekigland ; that on tiieir passage tluther 
the 7th Jnne last, being near Cape Cod, they fell 
in with His Majesly's ships of War the Assurance, 
Charlestown, Amphitrite and Ynltnre, which retook 
the said sloop Atalanta, pnt a British officer & Sea- 
men on board her & sent her safe into this Port of 
Halifax."^ The Marqnis de Lafayette, letter <A 
marqne, which parted from the Alliance in April, 
was also nnlncky. She fell in with the enemy's 
Jamaica fleet onder s strong convoy and after a 
hard fight of three hours was captured l^ a greatly 
superior force. The Alliance arrived at Boston, 
Jnne 6. During the summer she was sheathed with 
copper on Barry 's recommendation.* 

The presence in Massachusetts Bay of the Brit- 
ish sqoadron which recaptured the Atalanta, and 
which the Alliance had the good fortune not to 
meet with, is explained in a letter of Admiral Ar- 

< SfMX 7>u(. Coil., Jaaamrj, 1909. 

11, Julj 9, 1181 : ZonfM Ckromde, Augnrt 7, 1761 ; Lee MSB., 
July IC, 1782, raport on Ioh of the lAfayette. 
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bnthnot to the Admiralty, dated off Sandy Hook, 
July 4, 1781 : " The nimourB tliat had been abroad 
for a considerable time past, that a reinforcement 
of troops was daily ei^ieoted from France, induced 
me to Bend a squadron into Boston Bay of superior 
force, as the enemy's goard was reported to be 
only two frigates; the Assnranoe, Charles-Town, 
Amjdutrite, Voltare, and Savage are employed on 
this service, and the Boyal Oak, on her way to 
Halifax, was directed to take that route. I hare 
since, by the channel (^ the Bebels, received intel- 
ligenoe that a few reomits and some storeshipa hare 
notwithstanding got into Boston, with a French 
fifty gun ship and two frigates ; bnt Captain Dim- 
can of the Medea, which arrired from EUifax on 
the SOth ult., informs me that his Majes^'s sloop 
the Atalanta, which had been taken after a very 
gallant action by the rebel Frigate Alliance, of 40 
gune, was retaken by that detaehment in Boston 
Bay, and that he spoke a store^hip of near 800 
tons, also a prize, on her entrance into the port of 
Halifax as he came ont. It is bdiered that they 
hare been much more snooeasfol, bnt I have no au- 
thentic advices of their operations. . , . The Medea 
on her retnm captured two privateers from Salem, 
the ship Borer, of 18 six pounders and 140 men, 
and the sloop Bevenge of 10 guns." ' 

The frigate Trumbull, Captain James Nicholson, 
spent the first half of the year 1781 fitting out at 

> Ai*m, lii, 168, lea. 
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Fhiladelphia for a omise, under the aocnstomed 
difBcuIties imposed 'by lack of maaoj and scarcity 
of seamen. The Deane, Captain Samuel Nicbokon, 
the Confederacy, Captain Harding, and the Sara- 
toga, Captain Young, cruiaed in the West Indies 
during the winter and early spring. l%ey sailed, 
March 20, from Cape Ftan^tHS bound north in 
company with a Fr^iob frigate and a large convoy 
of American and French metohantmen. The Deane 
arrived at Boston about the middle of ApriL The 
Confederacy, on April 15, fell in with the British 
ships Boebuck, 44, and Orpheus, 82. In the face 
of so superior a force, and with the working of his 
ship hindered by a large cargo of military supplies, 
Captain Harding considered resistanoe useless and 
promptly struck his flag. Thus ended the brief and 
unlucky career in the Continental serrice of this 
fine frigate. She was taken into the British navy 
nnder the name of Confederate. Several of the ooo- 
Toy were also taken. It would appear that the Sara- 
tc^a, after parting from her consorts, was lost at 
sea, for abe was never heard of again.^ 

The Trumbull got to sea at last and took her 
departure from the Delaware capes August 8; 
among her lieutenants were Bichard Dale and 

1 P191. C«d. Cougr., ST, 866, 411, 471, 476, 605 (F«brn«*j 7, 
April 2S, M>7 6, June 0, 1781} ; BoHon Gatette, Junarj 20,.Hvdi 
19, April 16, 30, U>; 14, 1781 i Cimtinental JmB^ial, Mmxeh 22, 
A^ IS, 26, ITSl ; Indg^uUnt Chnmde, Hay 4, 10, 1781 ; Faptn 
New London Hut. Sue., [V, i, 62 ; Sa^ Bte. Soe., ti, 100 ; Bat- 
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Alexander Murray, a Tolunteer. Slie sailed in com- 
pany with a twenty-fonr-gnn privateer, a fourteeu- 
gan letter of marque and a convoy of twenty-eight 
merchantmen. The same day three sail were dis- 
covered to the eastward, two of which gave ohase 
to the convoy. Night oame on rainy and squally 
, and the Tnimbnll carried away het fore-topmast 
and main-toj^fallantmast. She was obliged to ran 
before the wind and the rest of the fleet left her. 
Captun Nioholson reported: *'Tlie wreck of the 
topmast wiUi the yard and ri^^ing laying aback of 
the foresul and over the bows, the topsail yard arm 
came through the foresail and on the forecastle, so 
that with our utmost exertion we oonld not clear 
ourselves of the wreck until one of the ships came 
alongside and the other in sight. Immediately all 
hands were called to quarters ; instead of ooming, 
three quarters of them ran below, put out the 
lights, matches, &e. Witii the reminder and a few 
brave officers we commenced an action wititi the 
Iris for one hour and thirty-five minntes, at the 
end of which the other ship came up and fired into 
na. Seeing no prospect of escaping in this unequal 
contest, I struck, having my first and third lieuts. 
and Capt. Murray, a volunteer, with Mght others 
wounded and 5 killed. My crew consisted of 180 
men, 45 of whom were taken out of the new goal — 
prisoners of war ; they dunugh treachery and others 
from cowardice betrayed me, or at least prevented 
iny making the resistance I would have done. At 
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DO time (^ tlie engagement had I more than 40 
mea upon deok."^ The British thirty-two-gou 
frigate Iris had formerly been the American frigate 
Haocock, captured by the Eunbow in 1777. Her 
consort was the eig^teen-gnn ship Creueral Monk, 
ahio a prize, having been originally an American 
{nivateer called the General Washington. The 
TrnmboU was almost a wreok and was towed into 
New York by the Iris. She was not taken into the 
British serrice. A few weeks after this the Iris 
and another British frigate were captured by the 
Frenoh.3 

In the Biunmer of 1781 the Board of Admiral^ 
oeased to exist and the management of naval affairs 
passed under the control of Robert Morris as Agent 
of Marine.^ He issued orders for a cruise together 
of the Allianoe and Deane, which were now the 
only Continental vessels in commission. He wrote 
to Ci^ttun Barry, September 21 : " When these 
ships are ready yoa will proceed to sea. The Ships 
are both under your command, the Captain of the 
Deane being instructed to obey your orders, where- 
fore you had best to furnish him a copy of these in* 
Bbructions, giving snob in addition as you shall judge 
necessary for Keeping Company, respecting Sig- 
nals, Places of Bendevoua in case of Separation 

> ConHntnial Jounai, Saptember 13, 1781. 

■ Port Folio, May, 1814 ; Clark, i, 124 ; Almon, zii, 2S9, SCO ; 
Indeptndent Ltdger, 0<itob«r 8, 1781; Pipo-i If tie Lmdtm SuC 
iSoc, IV, i, 67, B8. 

* Sae abon, p. VI. 
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and all other things that tend to prontote Sacoesg 
and Glory or aeome Safety against Baperior force. 
It ia my intention tiiat yon should go apon a onuEe 
and therefore yon will be ready to sail frcnn the 
Harbour of Boston and nse yonr best ESorts to dis- 
turb the Enemy. Snch prizes as yon may make 
yon will send into the Port vhioh yon will find en- 
dotsed, a list of Feisoiu in several Porta to whom 
to *pply in Case yoa go yonrselTes or said yonr 
Prises thither. ... I do not fix yonr aminng 
groond nor limit the length of your eruize, because 
I expect yon will know the most likely course and 
will be anxious to meet snt^ events as will do 
honor to the Amerioan flag and promote the graieral 
interest. When you want provisions, I think it will 
be best that yon should enter the Delaware and send 
up as far as New Castle, to whidi place they can 
best be sent in shaUopB, The latitude I have ^ven 
precludes both Qi» necessity and pn^iriety of more 
particnlar instmotions. Ijet me hear from you by 
every oonvenient opportuni^ and don't fail to 
transmit to His Excellency the Commander-in~ 
Chief of oar Army, as well as to me, any intelli- 
gence that you may obtain which you think may in 
any wise afEeot his operations." ^ October 17, the 
Drane not being ready, Morris sent orders to Barry 
to oraise alone in the Alliance, but the fall of York- 
town soon after this caused a change of plans and 
both ships remained in port.* 

■ Barry, Ul. * Rid., IGO-IM ; PM. B. L HUt. Sue., nii, 278. 
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The qaarrels o£ Jones aod Tjaiidaifl in Ftauoe in 
1780, the failure of the Alliance to hring over ti» 
clothing and Btores bo much needed by the army, 
and other oticnnutanoee led to mnch disBatisbction 
in and out of Congtess, and in March, 1781, soon 
after hia letom to America in the Ariel, Jaaea was 
called upon to explain his conduct. The Board of 
Admiralty propounded a list of forty-Bevan ques- 
tiona covering all his moTementB mnce taking com- 
mand of the Banger in 1777. Jooes answered these 
questions promptly and fully, and his replies deaied 
np all doubts as to bis rariouB tranaaotions in Eu- 
rope, naval, political, and fioanciaL Influenced by 
the good impression he made in this matter and by 
the honors paid him in Europe, Congress resolved, 
April 14, 1781, "That the thanks of the United 
States in Congress assembled be given to Captsdn 
John Paul Jones, for the zeal, prudence and intre- 
pidity with which he has supported the honor of 
the American fl^, for his bold and Bucoessful en- 
terprises to redeem from captivity the citizens of 
these States who had &llen under the power of 
the enemy, and in general for the good conduct and 
eminent services by which he has added lustre to 
bis character and to the American arms ; that the 
thanks of the United States in Congress assembled 
be also ^ven to the officers and men who have 
ftuthfnily served under him from time to time for 
t^eir steady affection to the cause of their country 
and the bravery and perseverance they have mani- 
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fested therein." ^ A few weeks after tliis a spedal 
comimttee of Congress reoonunended Jones'B pro- 
motion to the rank of rear-admiial, bot, owing to 
the jeidonsy and opposition of other officers, do 
action was taken. The Ariel was sent baok to 
France in the sommer or early fall of 1781.^ 

llie Massachusetts ship Mars remained in the 
river Loire ^ abont three months and then returned 
to Boston, arriving Febmary 28, 1781, with a 
prize. The frigate Protector, during the early part 
of the year, cruised in the West Indies, part of 
the time in oompany with the Continental frigate 
Deane, and with some snccess. In the Massachn- 
setts House of Representatives, March 3, the foU 
lowing action was taken: "Whereas by recent 
Advices received by express from the Eastward it 
appears that the Enemy with a Nnmber of Armed 
Vessels are daily committing the most horrid De- 
predations and Cruelties on the Inhabitants who 
reside on or near the Sea Coasts in the County of 
Idncoln," it was resolved to request the French 
admiral at Newport to send one or two frigates, to 
fit out the ship Mars immediately, and to grant 
bounties to privateers which should capture the 
enemy's veseela.* May 19, it was resolved to send 
an armed vessel with provisions for the relief of 



*Ifci<f., 214-226; Bond., 821-328 i TFlortoii, W, 268-297 i X«ji 
^ BenxpU, AUianee, Arid, 12C ; Barry, 149 ; P(^. Cont. Cmgr., 
17, 401, 40S ; Stfoi QatOU, Jnly 10, 178!. 

* Sm ilioT*, p. 640. * Itau. CiMrt Bte. 
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the garruon at Machias, and to reinforoe the gar^ 
rison. Conditioiis along the Maine ooaat oontinned 
to be s Booroe of chnmic irritation at the seat 
of the state goTemment in Boston and stron^y 
worded resolves were from time to time adopted in 
the General Conrt. Notwithstanding the Fenobsoot 
disaster of two yean before, tite possibility of driv- 
ing ont the British remained^ with the more san- 
guine, a praotioal qoesdon. The Mars, tinder the 
oonunand of Captun ITerins, and apparently nu- 
aectunpanied by the Fraooh frigates asked tor, 
omiaed daring the spring and took two prixes. The 
new ship Tartar seems to have met with great delay 
in building and it was jnx^Msed to sell her, bat this 
was not done at the time ; she was not ready for 
service nntil the following year. The sale of the 
Mars was also oonndered. In the summer a skwp 
called the Defence was added to the MassaohoBettB 
navy and made one cmiae, after the return to port 
of the Mars and under the same captain, James 
Nevins. Another severe blow came to the Mas- 
sachusetts navy in 1781, in the loss of its most 
powerful vessel, the Protector, which was captured. 
May fi, by the British ship Boebuok and frigate 
Medea.^ 

The frigate Indien, which had been built at 

1 B<Mm Gautu, Uarah B, 19, April SO, Ha; 14, July 2, 1781 1 
Xnd^xBdtnt (^vmiidt, tSty 4, 1781; VhuhcAumM Uag^ Jol;, 
Ootob«r, 1910, Junurr, 1911, Juautrj, 1912 j tHut. Court Bai, 
F*bnimiT 14, Mmrab 8, «, 7, Ma; 19, mi ; Jfou. Btv. BiilU, 
EBix,4S; Matt. Arddvu, dym,ai2; foe, 79-88. 
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Amsterdam for the Contmental navy and Uien sold 
to the King of Ftoooq/ later became the property 
of die CheTBlier Lnxembonig, who leased her in 
1779 or 1780 to Commodore Alexander Gillon of 
the South Carolina navy. GKUon had been in Europe 
since 1T7S, employed in farthering the naval and 
oommeroial inteTests of his state. He made enemies 
and his repatatitm has snffeTod from statements 
oonceming his finanoiftl transaotionB. He changed 
the name of the Indien to Sontli CivtdinA, numned 
her largely with American saUorB from English 
prisons, and armed her with twenty-eight thirty- 
siz-pounders * and twelve twelves. He moved her 
from Amsterdam to the Texal during tJie summer 
and fall of 1780, the passage being much obstmeted 
by shoal wid«r. While on the way the South Caro- 
lina was joined by Lieutenant Matthewman, who 
had haea engaged as master. This of&cer gives an 
account in his " Narrative " of oonditaons on board 
Hie frigate during hi^ stay. " In Kotterdam," he 
says, ** I saw Commodore CHllon, the commander of 
the ship, who gave me his directions. On my arrival 
on board the ship, then laying about half way be- 
tween Amsterdam and the Texel, everything was 
in confusion, three of the Lieutenants were under 
arrest, and the ship like a mere wreck, her crew 
then about 260 men mostly Americans, who had 

1 Bm BboTB, p. 286. 

* Thbtf-niiie^oiuMlan, moooidiii; to tlis Britttb Boisoimt, Brit. 
AdM.S«c,A.D.490,3nmM3lS,nBS. Sm b«bw, p. S86. 
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made their escape and bad got on board onder pre- 
tence of giving tbem a passage to America ; where 
tbey were near a twelre month . . . and were 
never allowed the liberty of slipping over the ship's 
Bide. I myself was seven months on board, though 
xaaBter of the ship. On some disagreement I qnit 
the ship and retomed to Amsterdam." * The SooUi 
Carolina remained at the Texel nntil August, 1781, 
whoL she was finally ready for sea. She had a crew 
of five hnndred and fifty, indnding three hundred 
Frendi marines. She oroised first in the North Sea, 
and on August 26, captured and burned a prize. 
September 1, she was off the Shetland Islands and 
on the 3d her log records : " Hove the Corps of a 
frenoh Mareen over Aboard at 8 p.m." On the Tth, 
she captured a sizteen-gun Liverpool privateer ; Uie 
same day, ** Fnt 2 French Mereens is Irons for In- 
salting Ideat. White." By the middle of the month 
the South Carolina was making a sontherly course, 
and OD the 24th, " Mored att Carone in Spun." 
October 17, she sailed from Corona, and on the 
2lBt, in latitude 37° 62', " Brought Tew A Bri^ ; 
She Fruved to Be A Brigg from Newfound Land 
Called the yenns." On Uie 31st, the South Caro- 
lina was off Teneriffe. She made a short cruise in 
the "West Indies, then siuled north, and, December 
81, was off Charleston. The next day, however, she 
" Bore Away for the Havannah."' 

' Mag. Amtr. HitL, Munh, IfT^ 
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In a letter, dated September 23, 1781, Captun 
Stirling reported the oaptnre of his abip, a sixteen- 
gun sloop of war of the British navy, by an Ameri- 
can privateer. " It is," be says, " with the most 
poignant grief I acquaint your Excellency of the 
capture of bis Majesty's sloop Savage, late under 
my command. . . . Early in the morning of the 
6th instant, 10 leagaes East of Charles-town, we 
espied a ship bearing down on us, who when about 
four miles distant, hauled her wind to the East- 
ward, shewing by her appearance she was an Amer- 
ican cruizer; her force could not be so easily dis- 
tinguished. I dierefore gave way to the pleasing 
idea that she was a privateer carrying 20 nine- 
pouoders, whom I had intelligence was cruizing off 
here, and instantly resolved either to bring her to 
action or oblige her to quit the coast, for which 
purpose we gave chase, but were prevented contin- 
uing it long by her edging down, seemingly deter- 
mined to engage us. Conscious of her superiority 
in sailing and force, this manceuvie coinciding with 
my wishes, I caused the Savage to lay by till we 
perceived on ber nearer approach she was far su- 
perior to what we imagined and tbat it was neces- 
sary to attempt making onr escape, without some 
fortunate shot, in the course of a running fight we 

647 ; 8b. Carolina Hit. and Qen. Mag., JamuiTy, April, 1000 ; 
Bodon GaaOt, Novsmber 19, 1781; Jnfcpoufmt Ckmude, 
NorembBt 22, 1781 ; Sogal OaaUt, Julj 10, 1782 ;'i« MSS., 
Jul? 6, 1770, JmM, 1780 ; Adam* WS8., Mmnih 8, 8apt«mb«r 28, 
OetoUr Ze, 1781. 
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nw ineritaUe, admitted onr taking advantages and 
Ining on a more eqnal conflict. At half past ten 
■be b^an firing bow cbaoen and at deven, being 
dose on our quarter, tbe action conuneoced witb 
moscinotiy, vbicb after a good deal of ezeontion 
was followed by a beavy oaxinonade on both sides. 
Li an hour's time I faad the mortification to see onr 
Iwaoes and bow-Hnes shot amy and not a tope left 
to trim the sail with, notwithstanding every pre- 
oantion had been taken ; however, onr fire was so 
constant and wellrdiTeot«d that the uiemy did not 
we OUT situation, bat kept alongside of ns till acci- 
dent obliged him to drop astern. The Savage was 
now almost a wreck, her sails, rig^ng and yard so 
mooh cot that it was with the utmost difficulty we 
oonld alter our position time enough to avoid being 
raked, the enemy lying directly athwart our stem 
for some minutes. This was the only intermission 
of great gnns, but mnsquetry and pistols still did 
coEocation and contanned till they t^ned agun, 
i^oh was not till both ships were almost on board 
each other, vhBa the battle became more furious 
than before. Oar quarterdeck and forecastle were 
Boon DOW nearly cleared, scarce a man belonging 
to either not being killed or wounded, with three 
guns on onr mtun-deok rendered useless. In this 
situation we fought near an hour with only five 
BiK-pounderB, the fire from each ship's guns scorcfar 
ing the men who opposed them, shot and other im- 
plements of war thrown by hand doing ezeoaticm, 
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when our muen-miut being flhot away by the board, 
onr main-mast tottering with only three shrouds 
itanding, the ship on fire dangeroasly, only 40 men 
on daty to oppose the foe who was attempting to 
board as in three places, no euccoar in sight or 
possibility of making farther resietanoe, I was ne- 
cessitated at a quarter before three p.m. to Burren- 
der to tbe Congress, a private ship of war belong- 
ing to Philadelphia, who carried 215 men and 
mounted 20 twelve pounders on her main-deck and 4 
nzes above, fourteen of which were foaght <m one 
«de. She lost during the action eleven men and 
had near thirty wounded, several of them mortally; 
her masts, her sails and rigging were bo much dam- 
aged that she was obliged to return to port, which 
partly answered my wishes prior to the action, as 
a great part of the Carolina trade was daily ex- 
pected on the coast and this privateer we saw sailed 
remarkably fast. Three days were employed putting 
her in a condition to make sail and five for the Sav- 
age, who was emeedingly shattered. Indeed it is aa- 
tonishing more damage was not done, as the weather 
was fine, the water remarkably smooth, and the ships 
never SO yards asunder." ^ Stirling reported a loss 
of eight killed and twenty-six wounded. The Con- 
gress was commanded by Captain Greddes and her 
loss was eight killed and thirty wounded. The Sav- 
age was recaptured by the British frigate Sdebay.^ 

> Alme», xiii, 48, 49; Anit. Beg. (1781), 2H. 

■ dark, i, 12e ; Penn. QoMetU, Septombar 16, Nmrunbet 28, 
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la additdcm to prirateering npcm Hie sea, addTe 
maritime warfare was carried on daring the Bevo- 
lution by means of boats aJongahore and in harbors, 
inlets, and bays. Whaleboats, barges, and other 
small open craft were empbyed, with ^ht or more 
oars, sometimes as many as tweniy'^oar, and also 
carrying sail, and with a swirel or heavier gon 
mounted in the bow. Their crews numbered fnnn 
leas than a dozen to thirty or more. A flotilla <£ 
four or five such boats made a formidalde arma- 
ment. Sometimes by surprise at night and some- 
times by direct attach, they oaptnied merchantmen, 
transports, and supply ships, and occasionally armed 
vessels of considerable force. Nantucket aud Vine- 
yard Sounds, Long Island Sound, Chesapeake Bay, 
and, most of all, the New Jersey shore and lower 
New York Bay were the waters chiefly frequented 
by these whaleboat privateersmen. The British and 
loyalists employed the same sort of boats in their 
predatory warfare along the shores of Chesapeake 
Bay and Long Island Sound ; and boat expeditions 
were aeut out from British men-of-war for the same 
kind of work. The most famous of the American 
flotillameu was Adam Hyler of New Jersey, who 
lISlj Bjit. Ada. Bee., Ajduux awf Frue BeeoriU, M, 401. Sea 
farthar <ni printeering in 1781, Clarl, i, 120, 127; Tuektr, oil. 
Tin; ^. SAfl-hcDK, 37-49; JKI. md Nas. Mag. U. 8., Jnly, ISSS; 
Pi^xri Not Ltmdaa Hiit. 8vc., IV, i, 20; Xauadtvau Mag., 
JinUTT, lOOSj Botlm Qiuettt. Febrnarj 10, April 0, 16, 30, Mar 
7, Jane 4, 26, Jul? 2, Auput 6, September 10, 1781 ; CoHaaitat 
Journal, FebmmiT 1, Ma; 24, I78I ; Cbwi. Cbvanf, Angnat 7, 1781 ; 
~ 't Jewiud, Ma; 16, 1781 i^Lmdon Ckronide, May 10, 1781. 
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bore a commission from bis state. He and others 
b^an their operations after the oooupation of Nev 
YoA by Uie British in 1776. They ornised between 
Kgg Harbor and Staten Island. Sometimes their 
boats were destroyed by parties sent from the British 
fleet, but new ooes were soon bnilt to replace them. 
Hyler was moat active in 1781 and 1782.1 

Several maranding expeditions in Ch^apeake 
Bay were o(ntduoted by the Kitisb daring the 
Bevolution. That of Collier and Mathew in 1779 
has been noticed.* In the fall of 1780, General 
Leslie, with about three thousand men and a naval 
force consisting of the Bomulus of forty-foor gmis, 
the frigate Blonde, and some smaller vessels, in- 
cluding one of John Goodrich's, seized Portsmouth, 
Vir^nia. December 30, Uie expedition of Benedict 
Arnold with sixteen hundred men, which had 
sailed from New York on the 12th with several 
frigates, arrived in Chesapeake Bay. During the 
early part of January, 1781, Arnold raided up the 
James Biver as far as Bichmond and destroyed 
much property. Governor Jefferson of Virginia 

> ITavai Mag., Notsmber, 18Se ; Mag. Amer. Hitt., Huoli, 1878, 
Uaroh, 18SZ j iV. T. Otn. and Biogr. Btc., April, 1891 j Clark, i, 
113, 120 ; Boitm P<M, Ootobir 17, 1778, JmmuT? 23, Fabrav; 6, 
1T7S, M>7 11, 1782 ; Pmn. Padca, May 2, lT8a May 29, 17S1 ; 
Indtptndtnl Chrmidt, May 17, ITSl, Junuy S, 178S ; Frttman't 
Jtmrnal, April 26, Daoember 26, 1781, June 26, 1882 ; Ealem Oa- 
«at,Aa^Tist IS, 1782; BiufoR SoMtte, Huoh SI, 1783; Piobering 
MSS., iUt, 192 ; AInion, zIt, S6 ; JIT. T. Eve. Poit, Jnly 18, 18S3, 
qnoUd in Prvc. Mtiti. Hiit. Soe., Junury, 18B4. 

* Sm sbore, p. SOS. 
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mtdfl atrenooiis efforts in tbe defense of his State. 
Arnold 800D retiied to Fortsmoath where he re- 
mained until spring. Meanwhile, in Febmaiy, a 
French uxty-four-gnn ship and two frigates &tp- 
tured the Bomnliu and several small vessels of 
Arnold's fleet. Another raid was made in April 
and May by twenty-fire hundred men nnder Qen- 
erals Phillips and Arnold. The expedition left 
Portsmonth April 18, fall down to Hampton Beads, 
and thenoe proceeded np ibs James and Chiolca- 
hominy Bivers. April 2T, the British met with firm 
resistance on the part of the Virginia navy on the 
James River ; the most important of these vessels 
were the ships Tempest and Benown of sirteen 
gons each and the foniteen-^n brigantine Jeffer- 
son. This force, however, the invaders finally over- 
came, capturing a number of vessels that the 
Americans had not time to destroy. This nearly 
put an end to the Virginia navy. Phillips died May 
13, leaving Arnold in oommand. Soon after this, 
upon the arrival of Comwallis in Virginia, Arnold 
returned to New Yo^* 

When the American and French amues marched 
south in August, 1781, General Clinton sought to 
divert them from their purpose by sending Arnold 
on another marauding expedition, this time to Con< 

i^Mim, zi, 157, S22, xtl, SO; .7^«r«M, ii, 891-410; Baden 
OucO*, Harek S, 1T81 ; Navg Btc. Soe., tI, 93-102 ; Dawim, eh. 
Ixix ; Narr. and CrU. Hiit., vi, MO ; Vir^nia Hut. Btg., Jnly, 
1848, Satj, 1810, Ootoba, 1661 ; &>. lA. MMm»gir, Jnne, 1689, 
Maioh, 18C7. 



:.bv Google 



NAVAL OPERATIONS m 1781 671 

neetioat. Having eolleeted a force on the Long 
Island shoie at a point aboat thirty miles from 
New London, Arnold weighed anchor early in the 
evening of September 6. He had about seventeen 
hundred men on board tventy-four veaselB. Cap- 
tun Bazeley was in command of the fleet. They 
appeared off New London early the next morning. 
The force was landed in two divisions, nine hun- 
dred men on the west side of the Thames Biver and 
eight hundred on the east. Arnold led the western 
division and had little difficulty in taking New 
London ; the town was bnmed. Fort Griawold, at 
Qroton, on the east side of the river, made a strong 
xeeistanoe, but it was finally captured by tJie Brit- 
ish and loyalists and a maasacre of the garrison 
followed. A very large amount of property on shore 
was destroyed ; also all the shipping, except a few 
vessels that escaped up the river. The expedition 
then returned to New York.^ 

The moat important naval event of 1781 was the 
culmination of the strug^e for naval supremacy in 
American waters on the part at the French and 
British, which decided the outcome of the war. In 
December, 1780, war between Hdland and iEngland 
was declared, and in Febnuuy, 1781, Admiral 
Bodney, the British naval commander-in-chief in 
the West Indies, seized the Dutch island of St. 
EuBtatius, with a vast amount of property boUi 

1 JImm,ziii,68,eSii>ii»*im,eli.»*iii;Jfarr. tHidOr&.BiU^ 

vi,e62. 
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public and private, thereby breakiiig up a depot for 
the snj^ly and tranBsbipment of goods and military 
stores, which had been during the war of great im- 
portanoe to the Americans and an invalnable tud to 
their cause. After the captnre, through the Yery 
queationable expedient of leaving Dutch colors fly- 
ing, Bodney was able greatly to increase the amount 
of booty by decoying into the roadstead many nn- 
snspecting vessels. He wrote to Germain, March 26: 
" I may speak within boonds when I say that since 
taMng this island upwards of two hundred thousand 
pounds in value of tobacco has fell into our hands." 
The spoils were sent home to England in thirty- 
four ships, most of which were fortunately captured 
by the French in the English ChanneL Before the 
end of the year, St. Eustatius also was captured by 
the Erench.^ 

The French fleet in Newport, now commanded 
by Commodore Destouches, sailed for Chesapeake 
Bay early in March, closely followed by Arbuthnot 
from Gardiner's Bay, who by superior sailing ar- 
rived off the capes in time to head off the French. 
A battle followed in which Deetouohee had the ad- 
vantage and yet he ran out to sea, allowing At- 

1 Uahan, 3S2 ; Chtnniiv. iii, 32S-S27; Jlman, xi, 960, nii, 119; 
Amer. Hitl. Bev., yiii (JdIt, 1603), 099-70B; London ChrmUU, 
UttMli 15, 1781 ; Botlon OazetU, April 2, 1781 ; Sai^ Bee. 8oc., 
zzzTiii, 128-126; 8t<^/ord-^aela>me MS8., 302, 907 (Bodser to 
GeimaiD, Mwoh 4, 26, 1781) ; Latert of Lord Bodney. Bodney'a 
latten dimloM tlie ^iidiotivenaM which mwked his condoot »X 
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batlmot to enter the bay nndifitiirbed and form a 
jimetioa <frith Arnold. Beinfcnrcements ander Phil- 
lips vare then sent from New York to the army in 
Virginia. Tlie operations of these officers on the 
James Biver, already mentioned, then took place. 
Late in March the Comte de Grasse with a powers 
fnl fleet sailed from Brest for the West Indies. Bod- 
ney being still occupied at St. £iistatias, the Ft^ich 
on their arrival late in April had to deal only with 
Bear-Admiral Hood, whose force was inferior. If 
Bodney had been less intent on prize money he 
oonld, perhaps, have given De Grasse a reception 
that might possibly have npset French and Ameri- 
can plans. He would neither go oat himself to meet 
the French nor allow Hood to do so. De Grasse 
did not make full use of his advantage, however, 
and beyond releasing four blockaded French ships 
at Martinique he accomplished Uttle. He anchored 
at Cape Francis lato in July.^ 

Meanwhile Washington and&ochambean, having 
united their forces near New York, were prepared 
to move on that place or agunst Comwallis in 
Virginia, according to whether the one or the other 
movement could most advantageoosly be supported 
by the French fleet. Having been apprised of this 
sitnation upon hie arrival at Cape Francois, De 
Orasse dedded on the Chesapeake and promptly 

1 Koion, 382-SgJi Almm, xi, 310-315; Sttt^brd-SadanUe 
M38., 207 (Haroh 28, 1781) ; Navf Bee. Boe^ Si CHomf* Letteri), 
1&-I8i Bodne^t I^iien, 58-63. 
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dispatohed a frigate to notify the genenU. Tbej 
at onofl moved tihe allied army to the head of Chesa- 
peake Bay aod thenoe hy transporta to the YoA 
Feninsida, where Comwallis in his oamp at York- 
town waa Boon invested. De Graase auled north, 
Angnst 6, and antdioied in L^nnhaven Bay, joat 
inside &e oapea of the Chee^ieake, on the 30th. 
There waa no £ngliah naval force in the bay at tlua 
time. Arhnthnot had departed long before, letom- 
ing to England on leave, and a few days before, 
!&>od, suit Dordi from the Weat Indies by Bodney, 
had passed the capes, and seeing no French had 
kept on to New York, where he joined Admiral 
Omves, now in command of the N(»th American 
stati<m. Aogost 81, Graves sailed with iba whole 
force for tlie Chesapeake, and i^on arriving off tite 
capes, September 6, saw De Graase inaide. The 
Bnglia}! had nineteen ships of tbe linn, tiia French 
twenty-four. De Graase got nnder way and ran ont 
to sea to meet hia adversary, and five days ware 
spent in man<£uvring and desaltory fighting. Hug 
gave an opportnnity for another Frentdi fieet to get 
into the bay. This was the Newportfleet, now com- 
manded by Commodore De Bsmras with a convoy 
of transports carrying siege artillery tor the nee of 
. the army before Yorktown, which it was most im- 
portant to conduct in safefy. Graves, ovennatobed, 
was obliged to retom to New York. De Graase 
again entered the bay, where he found De Barras 
safely anchored. The action of September 6 was a 
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Bnbjeot of oontroveny ainong Britiih dfloers. 
Grsves fonght tlie battle onder a new ByBtBm of 
matruotioiiB, and believed that hu want of Bnooen 
was due to tbe failure of his oaptaiDB, bound bj 
tradition to the old system, to interpret his s^als 
intelligently. Hood sharply criticized Uie manage- 
ment of the fleet aod has been charged with ptuv 
posely failing to get into action and with a wiUing- 
neU to see Gravea blooder.^ 

The naval snpiemaoy of France at the seat of 
war was now complete, the sea power so mnch de- 
sired by Washington had been won for the allies. 
The sitoation of Comwallis seemed hopeless, al- 
though if he had held out a few weeks longer, it is 
possible that Clinton's efforts to relieve him might 
have been saooessful. He ccmsidered his position 
untenable, however, and surrendered to the aUies, 
October 19. 

Before the end of 1781, the Continoital navy was 
reduced to tlie lowest point it reached during tJte 
war. Three veapels had been lost within the year : 
the frigates Confederacy and Trumbull and tbe 
aloop of war Ssmb^a. The Trumbull was the last 
of the ori^naJ thirteen frigates of 1776. The frig- 
I JfatoR, SST-100; ^iion.xU, S83,xiii, 3S-4S,nT, 86; Battm 
Gaatte, Ootobm 1, 1781 ; StettfirdSadmlU 3188., 212-21D ; 
Navg Bee. Soc, ill, 24, 28-36, 40, 44, ti, 111-127, zzlx, 218, mdi, 
120, 121, 124, 126, 128, szxT, SS~56, 260, 261 ; C/otMi, iii, 488-602 i 
{fanning, iii, S34-3S9, 845 ; Domcl, It, eha. ziii, zIt ; (^Kno/ur, oh. 
vUi. Sw arliaU mi Bochambeaa, b; J. J. Juniud in Harvard 
OraduaUM' Mag., Z>M«mb«t, 1913. 
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ates Alliance and Deane now ooiutitated the wLole 
Btrength of the navy in oommiBsioQ. The Ameiica 
of seveaty-four gtins and the frigate Bourbon -wem 
still ea the stocks, with no likelihood of their being 
finished for a long time to oome. On the list of of- 
floers were twenty-two eaptaina and thirty-nine lien- 
tenants, and of marine ofBcers twelve captains and 
twalve lientenants.^ The great majority of these 
of&oers were ^ther unemployed or serving <m board 
prirateers ; several were prisoners of war. The ad- 
ministiation of naval affairs oontinned to be in 
charge of Robert Marris as Agent of Marine ontal 
after the end of the war. 

five hnndred and fifty letters of marque were 
issned to private armed vessels by the Continental 
Congress in 1781, a much larger number than in 
any other year and an increase over the figures for 
1T80 of two hundred and forty-nine.* This indicates 
a decided activity and enterprise on the part of 
Ammean privateers. A correspondent of John 
Adams wrote to him early in the following year: 
"It is true that a large number of our private 
armed ships to the Eastward have been taken in 
the course of the last season, but in every other re- 
spect we have been successful. And Indeed we have 
captured a number of valuable ships belonging to 
the enemy." ' 

1 Pop. Com. Congr-, Vt, 478. Thia Urt u dated Saptombw, 1781, 
Mid it doabtleai iuaooniato. 

> Navd Rteerdi (tnlaudar), 81T-49S. 

* Adamt M88., Junuj 18, 1T8S. 
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Dnriog the year 1781 tlie number of veaaels of 
all olasBea in tlio Britisli navy increased from five 
himdred and thirty-eight to five hnndred and fifty- 
one, a much smaller growth than in the previous 
years of the war. The number in eommisBion reached 
three hundred and ninety-eight at the end of the 
year, an tncreaae of cmly two over the figures for 
the first of January. The number on the North 
American station se^ns to have varied considerably 
and to have been lai^;e8t in October, when Oraves 
had forty-five in his fleet ; there were aboat forty 
in the West Indies. The total number of seamen 
and marines in the navy was uiaety thousand.^ 

Aocording to the table of losses and captures 
before referred to, the British lost six hundred and 
twenty-five vessels, of which thirty-eight were priv- 
ateers and the others merchantmen ; of these, two 
hnndred and seventeen were recaptured or ran- 
somed. England took from her enemies three hun- 
dred and seventeen, including forty privateers, and 
ten of them were recaptured.^ Another correspond- 
ent of John Adams, writing from Boston, says: 
" The British frigates have done more damage to 
Onr trade the last Season than any time since the 
WiUT ; that confounded Penobscot is a handy re- 
sort"' 

John Paul Jones wrote to Washington, May 7, 
1781 : " Our Navy has been badly conducted ; it has 

* Haows, a, !11; Btiiimberg, ii, 36, ir, 216-98*. 

> C7oK«i, iii, 390. ■ Adam U88., Jmhwt 23, 1782. 
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ever heea witJioat a head and is now almost en- 
tiral; lost. ... I have pointed ont many denrable 
operations t^t promised snooess and would have 
tanght the barbarous Brituns homanity, bnt my 
Toioe has been as a cry in the desert. The import- 
anoe and neoesnty of a marine establishment does 
not appew BoffidenUy impressed on the minds of 
onr Legislataue." ' 
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CHAPTEE XVn 

THE KND OF THE WAB, 1TS2 AXD 1TI8 

Althouqh the simender of Comwallia Tirttulljr 
pat a stop to military openttioiu tm knd, hostilities 
on the aea oontinoed ontil the oonolusion of peace. 
Notwithstanding the fact that the naval rmoanea 
of the country were nearly ezhaoated, erniaing was 
actively carried on 1^ the few Continental and State 
ships still remaining, while privateeismen, Inred 
by the hope of piiae money, did not cease fitting 
oat their craft and sending them to sea an long as 
there were enemies to porsoe. 

After the victory at Yorktown it was deemed 
necessary to send the Alliance agun to France with 
Lt^yette, and the oraise which had beoi plaimed 
for her by the Agent of Mfn-iTtn was aoooidingly 
abandoned. Washington wrote to La&yette, No- 
vember 15, 1T81, onoe more stt%)ng^y nrging the 
importance of sea power. IfDeGraase had remained 
a few weeks longer on the American coast, the 
English forces in the Sonthem States, in Washing. 
ton's opinion, woald have soSered " total extirpa- 
tion," He says: "As yon expressed a desire to 
hnow my Sentiments respecting the operations of 
the next Campaign, before your departure for 
France, I will without a tedioas display of reasoning 
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deelare is one word, Uiat the sdvantageB o£ it to 
Ameriea and the honor and glory of it to the allied 
anna in these States most depend abgolntely npon 
the naval force which is employed in these Seas and 
the time of its appearance next year. No land foroe 
can act decisively nnleas it ia aoocunpanied by a 
maritime snperiority ; nor can more than n^fatire 
adrantagea be eipeoted withont iL . . . It to]- 
lows then, as certun as that night snooeeds day, 
that withont a decisive naval foroe we can do no- 
thing definitive, and with it everything honorable 
and glorioos. A ocmstant naval sapcnriority wonJd 
terminate the war speedily ; wttbont it I do not 
know that it will ever be terminated honorably." ^ 
The magnitude of the advantage gained at Tork- 
town and the temper of the enemy were evidently 
not appreciated in Ameriea at tins time. As it 
turned ont, the Britash were in no need of a farther 
exhibition of force to dispose them to thoughts i^ 
peace. In fact they were so in fear of another great 
disaster that orders, dated April 4, 1782, were is- 
sued to General Carleton, who was sent to relieve 
Greneral Clinton, to evacuate New York at once, 
or even to capitulate, if beeet by a force so formid- 
able as to render evacuation withont heavy loss im- 
praotioable. For lack of transports, however, evacna- 
tion was impossible, and the tide soon turned some- 
what in England's favor. The defeat of De Girasse 
by Bodney in the West Indies, in April, 1782, 
' WaOington, iz, 406, 407. 
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rerived the spirits and restored tlie oonfidence of 
the British. Nevertheless, efforts to procure trans* 
porta for removing the troops from New York 
oontinned, but as a suffioient number could not be 
ooUected to embark the whole army at once, the 
matter rested until at length the oessation of hostili- 
ties removed the supposed hazard of the situation. 
The British state of mind after Yorktown was of 
oourse unknown in Amerioa.' 

Lafayette proceeded to Boston and on board the 
Alliance. Several other passengers accompanied him. 
Mmrria issued minute instructions, dated November 
27, 1781, in which Captain Barry was directed to 
give special attrition to the comfort of his passen- 
gers. " Let it be done with discretion ; remember 
that we are not rich enon^ to be extravagant, nor 
so poor as to act meanly." The importance of land- 
ing these distinguished persons safely was such that 
it would be necessary to avoid aU vessels, it being 
the sole object " to make a quiet and safe passage 
to some port in France." The Alliance was to remain 
in Europe until about the 1st of March, omising 
" where yon can promise yourself of the best chanoe 
of Success " ; she was then to set sail from L'Orient 
on her return voyage, making as many prizes on the 
way as possible and finally putting into the most 
convenient American port, preferably Philadelphia, 
there to await further instructions. The frigate's 
t flparjb MS8^ ItEU, 145-14S ; Ifavy Bee. Sac., zzxrui, 78, 77- 
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crew WW finaUy made np. A nomber of Ftendi 
§^lor8 were obtained thiough the efforts of the 
French nunister imd some of the Deace's crew were 
trtuiHferred to the Allianoe. She uSed Deoeinber 
28, 1781, and in qnte of her orders to avoid bH 
vessels, shfe made a prize of a lai^ ship front 
Jamaica which was sent into Boston. The frigate 
anived at L'Orient, Jannary 18, 1782.* 

The Alliance made a short and nnsnooeBBfol 
onuBe in Febniai7, and on March 16 set sail on 
her homeward voy^e. She was agun nnfortnnate 
in the matter of taking prizes and fell in with no 
vessel of the enemy until off the Delaware capes. 
May 10, when a British sizty-four^un ship ap- 
peared and gave chase. The Alliance snooeeded in 
eluding her and ran for Kew London, where she 
arrived. May 13, and remained nntil Aiignst.' 

The (}enca«l Court of Maasachiuetts, on Febrtf- 
ary 25, 1782, resolTed to allow Cqitain Nioholson, 
who bad unwillingly ^ven up some of his orew te 
the Alliance, to enlist not more than twelve men 
from the garrison of the Castle in Boston Harbor, 
for the frigate Deaae. This ahi^ swied from Boston 
in March cm a two months' craise in the West In- 
dies. She captured two ships, a brig, and a schooner, 
three of them armed vesseb. She retomed to Bos- 
ton in May with many prisoners on board, also 

^ Barrg, 163-101 ; liidqtemknl CkronicU, Juomry 24, 1182. 
* BarTf, eh. xt; Bourn Foil, Kay 11, 1782; JGu/gmuJotf 
Ch-oMwb, Bby 23, 1762 ; Indqiendai Ltdgtr, June 10, 1782. 
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several oases of fever. Slie remained in Boston 
Harbor four or five months.^ 

The frigate South Carolina, Commodore Gillon, 
arriTed at Havana, January 12, 1782. Here it was 
learned Uiat the Spaniards were making plans for 
an expedition against New Providence, under Gen- 
eral Cagigal, the governor of Cuba. Gillon joined 
forces with them, taking command of the fleet con- 
sisting of fifty-nine vessels, presumably mosUy Span- 
ish. The next three months were spent in fitting 
out this armada. April 22, the expedition sailed, 
and. May 6, the whole fleet lay before New Provi- 
dence. Several outlets at the north side of the is- 
land were blocked by some ot the American vessels, 
while others were stationed in the of&i^. The South 
Carolina stood off and oa until five o'clock then 
took a positicm as near the bar of the harbor as 
possible, withi|i gunshot <^ Fort Xaasau, in order 
to draw attention that way while the transports 
prepared to land the troops. General Cagigal sent 
a flag to the governor asking on what terms he 
would surrender the Bahama Islands to Spain. 
Meanwhile Gillon directed the transports to follow 
a leading vessel, which repeated his signals for an- 
ohoring bef(H« tJie town, that the general might 
debuk when he saw fit. The next day at nine 
o'clock the British governor sent proposals on board 
the South Carolina which were not accepted. All 

> Mat*. Cowl Bec; Febrnar; 26, 1782; Baton Oazetu, Kmj 13, 
Jul; 29, 1782, Lul'jiendtnl OfDnicfe, Uay 23, 1782. 
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the American vesBels oontinaed &a near their sta- 
tions 08 wind, shoals, and ciroomstsnces allowed. 
The Spanish transports, with armed veaseJa and 
galleTB, kept anchoring as orderecl, and at three 
o'olook Ci^;igal with the Spanish aEBcera on the 
South Carolina departed in order to make prepar- 
ations for debaildng the troops. At five o'olook 
another flag was sent to the governor and returned 
the next day, having agreed on a capitulation. On 
the following day, May 8, Cagigal landed the army 
and took possession of the forts and town. This 
made the third capture of New Providence during 
the Bevolation. Gillon thought that the success of 
the e:i^edition was due to the captuns of the 
Amencan armed vessels, who led the fleet against 
Itead winds through difficult passages among the 
islands and reefs, a route so unfrequented and on- 
ezpeoted l^ the enemy that they had made no pr». 
parations to ohstmct or defend it.^ 

The South Carolina then stuled north and ar> 
rived at Philadelplda, May 28. Here she remained 
nearfy six months. Gillon was disjJaced from the 
command of the ship by an agent of the owner, 
Chevalier Luxemboo^, the exact reason for which 
does not appear. The command was given to Cap- 
tain John Joyner of the South Carolina navy. In 
November the frigate suled from Philadelphia hav- 

1 Sogal QoMttt, Jniia 19, 1783, (HUon'g i«port to the i^oretnor 
of Sontli Carolioa (Kaj IS, 1782) ; Pom. Podfcitf, Htnli 6, Jan* 4, 
Octobo: 19, IT82 -.Logo/lkt SmOH Caroiina! Almon, sir, 148-151. 
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mg three Teasels under eoavoj, botind to Europe. 
Apparently she did not dear the capes for abont a 
month, as she had not gone far when, on the night 
of December 19, she fell in with three British men- 
of-war, the forty-fonr-gon ship Diomede and the 
frigates Quebec and Astrea of tMrty-tvo gnua each, 
A ch&ae of eighteen hours ensued, during which 
two of the convoy were captured by the British and 
found to be a ship and brig from Philadelphia ; the 
third, a schooner, got away. " Prisoners inform'd 
us," says the Astrea's log " the large Ship was the 
Sooth Carolina frigate, 40 Guns. ... At 3 [p.H., 
December 21] the Carolina fir'd Beveral stem diaoe 
Guns at the Diomede & Quebec. ... At ^ past S, 
the Quebec bauld up for the South Carolina's 
Weather Quarter. The Diomede continued stand- 
ing on & Fir'd her Bow Chace Gruns at the Soath 
Carolina ; she ret'd her stem Chaoe GKins. At 45 
Min. paat, the Diomede bore up and fir'dher Starbd 
Guns at the Cbaee. At 60 Min. past 4 the Chaoe 
fltnudc her Colours & hove too." The prize was 
sent into Kew York. Soon afterwards a survey of 
the SotUih Carolina was made which famishes a 
description of this interesting ship, which might 
have done so rnooh and really did so little for the 
American cause. Her length on the upper deck 
was one hundred and seven^ feet, on the heel one 
hundred and forty-four feet and one inch ; extreme 
breadth, forty-three feet and three inches. She 
measured fourteen hundred and thirty tons burden. 
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t* She appears to be about Five Ye&iB Old, Built in 
Holland ; had on board when taken, 28 No. (abont) 
Thirty-Nine PonndeiB on the Upper Deck, 10 No. 
Twelve Fonndera on the Quarter Deck, and 2 No. 
Nine PoondeTs on the Fore Castle." ^ 

Two new vessels were added to the Massachn- 
Betts naT7 early in 1782, the Tartar and the sloop 
Wintbrop. The Tartar had been nnder oonstmo- 
tion nearly two years and was only jost ready for 
aervioe ; (die was a ship of four hundred tons and 
oarried eighte^i nine-pounders and two Bizes. These 
vessels seem to haTe omiaed togetlier in June for 
a short time. In a letter, dated July 1, William 
Vernon says : >' The State Ship Tartar and Sloop 
of 12 Gnns went out the last Week, in quest of 
the Bermuda Brigt., bat they were soon drove in 
l^ the appearance of a Ship woh they supposed to 
be of 60 Guns and proved to he only a Sloop of 
War of 18, mnob to the discredit of Capt. Cath- 
cart, I think." ' Cathoart, however, apparently re- 
trieved bis good name and later in the season tbe 
Tartar took several prizes. She was sold before 
the end of the year 1782 and waa fitted out as a 
privateer, still nnder Cathcart's conmiand. Aft^ 
omising a short time in 1783, she was eaptured l^ 

1 BrtL Adn. Bte^ A. D. 4S0, Junai; 16, 17SS; O^taM 
Lagi, Nob. 23 and 749 Oogi of tbe AitrM ud Qoebee) ; BoHm 
etaetU,Se^0niha le.l'lSS; JndepatiUBi OlroBicUtSaranibmSi, 
1782, Jtaurj 9, 1783 ; Pom. Padctt, Deaembei 31, 1182 ; AlmiM, 
XT, 227; ClMoei, iv, SI. 

* PvhL B. I. Hiti. 8oc^ vUi, 294. 
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the Britiidi frigitte BelliBaritu and taken into New 
Tork. The Winthrop, Captain George Xattle with 
Sdward Freble as lieutenant, was employed on the 
Maine coast. She came into Boston, September 16, 
1782, after a short eniise in which she took five 
prmeSt including two privateers and a brig which 
was eat ont o£ her anchorage under the fort in 
Penobscot Bay. " Much I^tdse is doe to the Bravery 
and good Condact of Capt Little and hia Crew for 
this spirited Enterprise and for the grem/b Service 
they have rendered Uiia Commonwealth in captivat- 
ing the above Privateers, that have for a long Time 
infested this Coast and taken many valoable Yes- 
sek from ns."i In Febmary, 1783, the govemw, 
in a message relating to the employment of Little 
aad the Winthrop, said : " I considered that he 
had most essentially prevented the Depredations 
on that eoast by Capturing & sending into this 
Port near the whole of the Arm'd force they pos- 
sess'd at Penobscot."^ The Winthrop made two 
cruisee in 1788, the last one ending in June. She 
was the last ship of the Massaohusetts navy in oom- 
misuon and was sold soon after her return to port.^ 
In the winter and early spring of 1782, Dela- 
1 Bm(mi OajtOt, Saptamber 23, 1782. 

* Jfoo. Ar^vu, oWiii, 274. 

* JfiiM. AeU and BttiAva, Ha? 3, Nortmbet 12, 1782, Minh 
se, Jane 4, 1783 ; Mau. Anhiou, olnU, 238, 274 ; Baton Pott, 
AngiBt 10, October 12, NoTmibei 28, 1782 ; BuAon Gazette, Sep- 
tembar 23, Octobar 14, Noramber 11, 1782, Muob 17, 1783 ; Cm- 
tnattai Jmnal, Ootobttr S, 1782 ; Indg/endeia dronidt, NoTaok 
bet 7, 1783 ; UauaduutOi Mag., Junary, April, 1611. 
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ware Bay ires infested with privsteer barges and 
other small oraft, fitted oat by loyalists, which 
preyed upon the oonunerce of Philadelpliia and 
ravaged the shores of the bay. The merchants of 
tiie city applied to the state government for pn>- 
te(^on and as a result, provision was made for 
fitting out a number of armed vesselB for the de- 
fmse of the bay. This action was taken April 9. 
On the 29th, the Philadelphia merchants appealed 
to the Continental Congress, more especially, how- 
ever, in behalf of American shipping in genend. 
Bobert Morris reported on this memorial that the 
Continental navy was unable to give suf&cnent 
protection to commerce and recommended calling 
upon the navies of France and Spain for aosistance. 
Meanwhile conditions in Delaware Bay were too 
aonte to admit of waiting for the slow progress of 
l^istation and in March the merchants of Phila- 
delphia had purchased on thur own responsibility 
and fitted out as a privateer under a Continental 
commisrioD a ship called the Hyder AHy. She was 
armed with four nine-pounders and twelve sixes 
and manned hf a orew of a hundred and twen^. 
The command was given to Joshua Barney, a 
lieutenant in the Continental navy, who had re- 
cently returned from a long imprisonment in Eng- 
land.^ 

Od April 7, the Hyder Ally with a convoy of 

1 Bameg, 303 ; Pap. Cool. Consr., 41, 6, 288 (A^ 29, 1781), 
SB, 241, 243k (Uftj 2, 4, 17B2), 1ST, 1, 480 (H»; 4, 1T82). 
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merohantmen dropped down the bay to Cape Maj 
Boad. Here they were seen towarda evening by the 
British frigate Quebec and the sloop of war Gen- 
eral Monk, formerly the American privateer Gen- 
eral Washington, which anchored outside the capes. 
At daylight the next morning the General Monk 
entered the Cape May Channel in pnrsiiit of the 
Amerioans, while the Qnebeo stood np the Hen- 
lopen Channel to out off their retreat to Philadel- 
phia. The General Monk was joined by a New York 
sizteen-gun privateer called the Fair American. At 
noon these two vessels came into Cape May Boad. 
The American fleet got under way, stood up the bay, 
and dispersed. One of them ran ashore and another 
struck to the General Monk. The Fair American 
then got aground, and the Monk continued the 
chase alone. An English account says : " We soon 
came up with the Hyder Ally, notwithstanding she 
cut her boat adrift and did everything else to get 
away. We meant to have run upon her quarter 
and board her at once, bat after firing two of our 
bow ohaces when at 100 yards distance, she put 
her helm a-port and stood right athwart us, there- 
fore we did the same, to prevent being raked, when 
the action began and we edged towards her till 
within dose pistol-shot. We with great concern 
soon found our short guns (carronades) to become 
totally unmanageable and that two-thirds of the 
shot we fired did not strike the hull of our antag- 
omJb, After having sustained the action for ten 
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minntes with mnsketrj only, the dedkB foil of killed 
and wounded (antoi^ the former the Lieateiuuit 
and Master, two brave OESoen), onr rigging so 
mn<di shot as to render it impossible to hanl off, 
and lastly, seeing no prospect of assistaace from 
the Fur Amerioan, Captain Bogeri was onder tite 
mortifying neeesaty of striking his Majes^'s ool- 
onrs to the Hyder Ally, of 18 long nine and six 
poonders and between 180 and 140 men, belonging 
to the state of Fhihidelphia." i The General Monk, 
aooording to the same authority, was armed with 
eighteen nine-ponnder carronades and two sizes; 
her crew numbered a hundred and ten. Het loss 
was eight killed and thirfy-two wounded, &nr <d 
them mortally; the Hyder Ally loet four killed 
and eleven wounded. The time of the action was 
aboat half an hoar. It is vaiy donbtfol if, as the 
"F"gl'«ti asserted, Barney tried to escape at i^ ont* 
set of the engagement. This impression may ha-ve 
arisen from the fact that he ahooted his orders in 
a manner intended to deceiTO the enemy. The 
capture of the Monk prodoced great satis&otion 
in Philadelphia. A dispatch from that place says : 
"Capt. Barney with the officers and men <^ the 
State ship Hyder AUy have received the thanks of 
the honorable House of Assembly of Pennsylvania 
as a mark of the high sense which they entertun 
of their bravery and intrepid oondoct in the above 
addm ; and have also ordered that an elegant 
* Limdm Clavmdt, Saptembw 10, 17S2. 
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flword be presented to Capt. Bamey."^ Some time 
after her capture, the General Monk 'was porehased 
hy the national government and taken into the Con- 
tinental navy nnder her original name of General 
Washington. Barney was given command of her 
and she was used as a packet.' 

1^ Inrig H<dker of Philadelphia was one of the 
most famous privateers of the fievolotion. She be- 
gan her career in 1779, and emised three yrars or 
more mider different ommuanders. In the winter 
of 1782, a squadron of American privateers mode 
their tendezTons at Martinique and planned an at- 
tack on Tortola, one of the Vit^;in Islands. Besides 
the Holker there were four ships and a sloop, with 
about five hundred men ; only lour vessels, how- 
ever, finally took port in the ezpeditifm. They left 
Martinique abont March 1, and were seen off Tor- 
tola on the 4th. They intended to anchor off the 
forts and cover a landing party at night, but were 
delayed and the movement was deferred. They were 
seen standing into the harbor by moonlight and the 
alarm was given, so the attack was postponed until 
morning. Three brigantines attempting to escape 
from the harbor were chased and one of them was 
captured by the Holker. Several letters of marque 
at St. John came out to meet the American sqnad- 

> Boton Oantte, Itmj 6, 17B2. 

• Barmg, 113-117, 804-308 ; S^eemm'i Jaunal, AprQ 10, 1782 ; 
Perm. Gaxttte, April 17, 17B2 ; Boiton OaceOt, April 22, Hay 0, 
1782 ; Mag. Amer. Hut., H»m1i, 1878, UattfaawDiaii'a nuMtite ; 
BrU. Adm. Bee., A. D. 490, May 10, 1782. 
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fon'and an aetumof half an hoar's dniation followed. 
A few day* later the British sloop of war Experi- 
ment, coming in from a omiae, had an engagement 
wi^ the Holker and the Jonins Bratna, one of the 
other American veaaels. The Experiment Boooeeded 
in beating them off and went into Antigua. The 
American Bqnadron then omised a few days and 
captured a rich prize. The attempt on Tortola was 
abandoned. The Holker retamed to Philaddpfaia, 
May 11, having taken fourteen prizes.^ 

Capbun Mowatt, the British commander at Pe- 
nobeoot, in Maitdi, 1782, eent a fonrteen-gnn brig 
to cmise off Cape Ann. She captured a fishing-boat, 
pnt twenty-five men on her and sent her into Gloa- 
oester. There it was found tiiat a ship with a valu- 
able caigo was about to go to sea. At half-past four 
the next morning, April 1, the boat ran in, boarded 
the ship and brought her out. The ship Folly, 
pierced for twenty guns, waa on the ways at Glon- 
cester, with her topmasts struck and otherwise un- 
prepared. Work waa begun on her at seven o'clock 
and at eleven she got to sea with a hundred volun- 
teers on board. She chased the brig, fishing-boat, 
and prize ship on their way to Penobscot and at 
twelve o'clock recaptured the prize. She then chased 
Mowatt'a brig, but night came on and she escaped.* 

1 Bmtm Poit, Septunbm 11, Ootob«i 2, ITTS, Uaj 2S, 1782 i 
Pnin.Pad^,An([iut21,l'm; Sixfon (husOc, Jaonarj 14, 1783, 
Ihreh 10, 17S3; Indtpendtnt Cinimcle, Hay SO, 1782; Boynl 
GaaOt, Jmu ^ 1782 ) Clark, 1, 112, 119, 120, 120. 

* Baim Oautte, April 11, 1763. 
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One handled and fift^-eigbt private armed ve^ 
Bels, with about two thousand guns and six thonaand 
men, were sent ont of Salem during the Bevolntion. 
They captured nearly four hundred and Sfty vessels, 
nine tenths of which safely reached port. One of the 
most noted of these Salem privateers was the ship 
Grand Turk, of three hundred tons, built in 1781. 
She was armed with twenty-two guns and carried 
a ozew of a hundred and ten men. She was actively 
and Buocesafully employed as long as the war con- 
tinued. She cruised ofE the coast of Europe and in 
the West Indies.^ 

The privateer Jack of Sal^n, a sloop of twelve 
guns and sixty men, fought a long and severe en- 
gagement ofE Halifax with the British sloop of war 
Observer, carrying twelve guns and a hundred and 
sevMi^-tliiee men. At nine in the evening, May 
28, 1782, the Observer came alongside the Jack. 
"William Gray, the first lieutenant of the privateer, 
■ays : " It was oar misfortune to have our worthy 
oommander, Capt. BopeSj'mortaUy wounded by the 
first broadside. I was slightly woanded at the same 
time in my right hand and head, hot not so as to 
disable me from duty. The action was maintained 
on both sides, dose, severe and without internuBsion, 
for upwards of two hours, in which time we had 7 

ifiMtt'iITap., Fsbnurj, 18fiT; CM. Xaex Inft^zlir (lOOS), 
214-218; Bodon QtutOt, OotolMT 22, 1781, May 6, 1782; LuU- 
ptndaa ChrmUde, Jaanmry 24, 1782 ; BotUM Peat, April 6, 178S. 
A lut of 196 Salem printMn k kItbd Id Paliw'i Sligit and 
eailoi-io/OtdSaittit. 
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kOIecl, sereral troimded, and many abandoaed tlinr 
quarters. Oar rigging was lo destroyed that not 
liaving oommaod of our yards, the Jaok fell with 
her larboard bow fool of the brig's Htorboaid quar- 
ter, when the enemy made an attonpt to board ns, 
but they were zepnlaed by a very small nnmber 
oompared with them. We were engaged in iim 
position about a qoarter of an honr, in which time 
I leoeired a wormd by a bayonet fixed on a mnsket 
and which was hove with such foice as, entering 
th«i fore part of my right thigh and pasung thion^b 
close to the bone, entered the carriage of a bow gun, 
where I was Ssstened, and it was out of my power 
to get dear till assisted by one of the prize masters. 
We then fell round and came with our broadsides 
to each other, when we renewed the action wiUi 
powder and balls, but our match rope, excepting 
some which was unfit for use, being all expended 
and being to leeward, we bore away, tn*.Tring a 
nmning fight. The brig being far superiw in her 
nnmbw of men, was able to get soon repaired and 
completely ready to renew the action, indeed had 
constantly k^ np a chasing fite, for yn had not 
been out of reach d her mtuketry. She was now 
dose alongside of ns again with SO men |ncked oat 
for boarding. I therefore called Mr, Glover and the 
rest together and found we had bat 10 upon deck 
and two of them besides myself wounded. I had 
been repeatedly desired to strike, but I mentioned 
the sufferings of a prison ship and made ose of 
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every o&bt ai^ament in my power for contanuing 
the engagement. AH ihe ftveigneis hoveTer deserted 
their qaarten every opportonity. At 2 o'clock fji. 
on the 29th I had the inezpressible mortifiostion 
to deliver up the vesaeL" ^ 

Fonr MaAaaohneetts privateers engaged in an 
enterprise on the Nova Sootu coast which is de- 
scribed in the newspapers of the time. " Captuna 
Sabeook of the Hero, Stoddard of the Scanunel, 
Woodbnty of the Hope, and Tibbets of the Swal- 
low, having determined to snrprize and posseas 
themselves of Lonenboi^h, an elegantly situated 
Town, ten Le^nes West of Halifax, landed Ninety 
Men two Miles below it, under the Command of 
Lieut. Barteman, on Monday the first Day ot July 
Instant at half after Seven o'Clock a.h. This gal- 
lant^Cotps with amazing Bapidity reached the Town, 
and amidst many heavy Discharges of Musqoetoy 
from the Enemy, bnmt the commanding Of&cer's 
Hooie, a Blookhonse in the Nortlt West Fart of 
the Town, spik'd np two 24 pounders, and forc'd 
the Enemy into the South Blookhonse, from whence 
iitey kept np a brisk and animating !Fire and de- 
clared their Intention to hold out to the last Ex- 
tremity. But their Animation subsided upon the 
Beoeipt of a few 4-pound Shot from the Hero and 
they relactantty snrrendered themselves Prisoners 
of War. The victorious Party with a natural and 

> &>{raiOaM(te,Jiily 11,16,1182; B<m(m Fo«(, Jmw IG, 17B2; 
SwU'i Hag., Febnurj, ieS7. 
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pleasing Vivadt^ fell to plundering, and gnickly 
emptied the Stores of a Yaxiefy and oonaiderabk 
Quantity of Dry Groods, tirenly Puncheons of good 
West-India Bom and Hib King's Beef, Pork and 
flour. Upon the near Approach of the Combined 
Meet, two 18 poondere irere spiked np and dis- 
mounted and the Boyal Magazine was safely depos- 
ited in the Hold of the Soanunel. The strictest 
Deoorum was obserred towards the Inhabitants and 
their Wearing Apparel and Household Furniture 
inviolably preserv'd for their Use. The Town was 
ransomed for a Thousand Pounds Sterling and 
Colonel Creightou with some of the principal In- 
habitants were shipped on board the ScammeL On 
the Side of the brave Sons of Liberty, three were 
wounded slightly, one dangerously ; on the Part of 
the Abettors of Oppression and Despotism, the 
Number of slain and wounded unknown, only one 
of their dain being foond.*' ^ 

Thomas Truxtun, who aftowards beoame a famr 
ous commodore of the reestablished navy, was one 
of the saooessful priTateersmen of the Bevolution. 
He cruised throughout the whole war, most of the 
time in West Indian and European waters. In 1780, 
at L'Orient, he inoorred the displeasure of Paul 
Jones by hoisting in his presence a broad pennant, 
contrary to a rule established by Congress.* In 

^ Bo^en OaaOt, Jul; 16, Anfput G, 1782 ; JfoiudlKHtti Bpg, 
Angrnrt 8, 1782. 

• Saitdt, 208; Bid. Mag., Apdl, 1867; Jona if3&, Jobm to 
Tmxtnn (Ostobec 24, 1780). 
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1782, he was id oommand of the ship Commeroe of 
Philadelphia, in the West Indies ; she carried foitr- 
teen gone and fifty men. November 16, she fell in 
vith a brig of sixteen siz-ponndeTs and seTenty-flve 
men and a schooner, fourteen sixes and eighty men. 
The Commeroe eng^^ these vessels at a distance 
of thirty yards for twenty minutes. Her loss was 
one killed mdtwowounded; the brig lost five kQled 
and thirteen woanded and the schooner ten killed 
and eleven wounded. The Commerce was t^ten 
driven off by a British ship and brig which appeared 
in time to rescue the thoroughly beaten vessels.^ 

At the end of November, 1782, a desperate bat- 
tle of baizes took place in Chesapeake Bay off 
Tangier Islands, near the boundary between Mary- 
land and Virginia on the eastern shore of the bay. 
Four Maryland barges and one from Virginia set 
out to attack six barges drawn up off the islands, 
manned by tories, refugees, and sailors from the 
firitish fleet. The Vir^ia barge got aground and 
the leading Maryland barge, the Protector, flf^ship 
of Conmiodoie Whaley, being far in advance, en- 
gaged the British flotilla unsupported. An explo- 
sion took place on the Proteetor and in the oon- 
fusitm which ensued the other barges retreated. 
Whaley was killed, but the flght was kept up by 
the Protector alone onder Colonel Cropper of Vii^ 
ginia, a volunteer, until he was forced to surren- 
der. Out of a crew of sixty-five the Protector lost 
1 Button aoMtOe, 3amuij 6, 1788; Pert Fciie, Juiurj, 180B. 
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twenty-fiYB killed or drowned and twenty-lime 
wounded, srane of them mortally.^ 

The letter of marqae brig Iris, eight six-ponnders 
and forty-two men, sailed from HaTana for Virginia, 
January 28, 1783, and off the capra of the Chesa- 
peake, February 7, was chased by a British frigate 
and a New York prirsteer called the Admiral 
Digby, with fifty-foor m«i, fourteen fouF-poundeiB 
and four nines. The Iris struck cm a sand-^jnt at 
Cape Charles, and shortly afterwards the Admiral 
Digby also grounded within {Hstol-shot. The two 
vessels lay parallel to each other and fought two 
hours and a half, the American loss being four 
wounded and the British four killed and twelve 
woonded. A high wind and heavy surf came up in 
the night and both vessek were lost. The orewi 
got safely aabon.* 

Privateers from the United States eontioited 
to cruise in European waters at a late period of the 
war, sending their prizes into France.' Further- 
more, the services of American privateers oommis- 
aioned and fitted out in France were important and 
s«une of them have already been mentioned. Most 
of them sailed under the Frenoh Sag. Dunkirk 
seems to have been the home port of many if not 
of the greater part of these vessels. During the war 
8even1y-«ight Dunkirk privateers were oommanded 

> 8o. Lit. Mttmngtr, Munh, I8C7. 

* BaltM Oaattte, April IT, 1788. 

■ Londim Chromit, Hftj 0, 118! ; Bottan OamiU, Jamwr A, 
1788. 
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by Americaiu, six oi them onder American oom- 
miasionB ; of these six, it would appear that two 
only, the Bla<^ Prisoe and Black PrincesB, were 
owned hj Frenohmeii.^ Theae French-American 
privatems fought many hard engagements; they 
gready annexed the enemy's shipping in the Eng- 
lish Channel and vudted the shores of the British 
Isles. One of tiiem, a twen^-gon hetdt called the 
Franklin, in 1781 captured two of the vessels sent 
to England by Admiral Bodney, loaded with 
plunder from St. Eostatins. Captain 'William Fall 
in the Sana Penr of nineteoi guns bombarded the 
town of Arbroath, which bad refused to pay ran- 
som, and a few days later captured two British 
privateers <^ sixteen and eight guns after a sharp 
acti<m widiin close range of batteries on the Scotch 
coast* 

The conduct of these privateers fitted out ia 
France seems sometimes to have been mnbh less 
orderly than that of Americaa ships in general. 
The crews were recruited from the heten^neons 
seafaring population of the Fraioh ports and their 
oommandera were not always able to control them. 
Bespect for private property and for neutral flags 
vaa occasionally lacking. The cutter Edipse was 
commanded during the latter part of her career by 
Nathaniel FanDingjwhohadservedaBamidshipman 

i (9«pt«mlMr, IQII), OSS, W4r 
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on board the Bonhonuoe Bichsrd. The EdipBe watt 
manned by a crew of a hundred and ten, just half 
of whom were Americana ; the other half was made 
np of French, English, Irish, Dutch, Flemish, Grer- 
mans, Italians, Genoese, Maltese, Tnrks, Tonisians, 
and Algerines. She suled from Dunkirk under the 
French flag and cruised in the Bnglish Channel 
and in British waters. She took many prizes, io- 
oluding several of decidedly snperior force, whidi 
were sent into French ports. In the summer ot 
1782, the £clip8e boarded a Datuah vessel in the 
English Channel and the personal property of some 
French passengers was plundered. Fatming had 
given special orders to the boarding officer to re- 
spect private property, and that the robbery oo- 
cnrred seems to sfaov loss of control over his men, 
to say the least. As the result of an investigation 
and trial at tlie order of tlie French Minister c^ 
Marine, the judges of the admiralty sentenced 
Thomas Potter, the officer c^ the Eclipse who had 
boarded the Danish vessel, "to be hanged to a gal- 
lows erected for the purpose on the quay of this 
port and strangled by the exeontioner of high jua- 
tice nntil he is dead," and two other men *'to be 
whipped and fli^ged naked by said executioner of 
high justice and then branded on the right shoulder 
by a red-hot brand bearing the letters GAL and 
then conducted to the gallics of his Majesty, where 
they shall be made to serve during three years, 
their effects to be smed and cmiflflcated " ; they 
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also dediared "the aforesaid Nathaniel Fannicg 
dnly guilty and convicted of having failed to main- 
tutt subordination among his crew and of not hav- 
ing saperrieed that which was done during the 
search of neutral veBsels, which gave rise to the 
aforesaid tiiefts, in punishment for whidi we 
declare him incapable during three years of any 
conunand as captain of vessels within the realm, 
and we enjoin him to be more circumspect for the 
future under penalty of the law." The tbree chief 
culprite being absent, " our present judgment will 
be executed in ^gy by the attachment of figures to 
the aforesaid gallows and scaffold."^ These three 
men bad absctmded before the trial, which was con- 
ducted without any defense on their part. In the 
fall of 1782, before the legal proceedings just nar- 
rated, Fanning cruised in a small cutter called the 
Banger, in which he took one prize and was then 
himself captured by the British. He very soon es- 
caped, however, and in a few days was agun in 
Dunkirk.' 

1 U. 8. Nov. Irut. Proe., xzrril, 082. 

» aid., 0T2-983 ; Fanning, 132-13T, 141-144, 174-161, 197-229. 
S40-242. Prirateeriag ooDtinaed until the aFTing of 1783 TUTsll 
sdnuused and priiei wen atill bemg tried M lue ■■ Deoambsc. 
Sm Clark, i, Bh.x; A. iSAa-hme, oh. v ; Boiton Oanttt, Janoary 
28, Febrnur 11, IS, 25, Much II, April 8, 22, June 3, Jnl; 1, 8, 
Angfiut 6, September S, 80, DBoember 2, 16, 1782, May 6, An- 
gnM 4, Deoember 22, 1783 ; IndepmdaU Ckronide, April 4, June 
0, 1782, Jannar; 9, VISA ; Bottan Poit, Jane 8, 29, July 6, 20, 
OotobflT 20, 1782, Maieh 1, April 6, 1788 ; FrMman'i Joimal, Jsn- 
urr 23, FebmMij 0, 1782 ; Pmn. Pacha, Hay 11, 14, Jnly 30, 
Anyut 8, 1762. For priTateerin^ tlirongbont the var, we Hae- 
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The prize ship' General Washington, formerly 
the General Monk, waa not parchased by the Con- 
tinental government until September, 1782, but in 
Uay she was loaned by the owners to Bobert Mor- 
ris, who sent her to the West Indies in Jime under 
the GOnmiand of Joshoa Barney. She sailed down 
the bay with a ooavoy which retnmed upcm seeing 
a British squadron outside. The G^eral Wasb- 
ingtoB man^^ to elude the enwny and gat to sea. 
Upm approaohing Cape Francois she fonght an 
action with a Britash privateer and captured an- 
other vessel which she sent into port. At Cape 
Fran^fos, Barney learned of Bodney's victory over 
de Grasse and fotmd the remnant of the French 
fleet onder the Marquis de Vaadreoil, who a little 
later took his ships to Boston. The letters of Bobert 
Morris, which Barney had with him, procured fox 
him the escort of a French sixty-four-gnn ship, to 
insoze the safety of his nussion, whicb was the 
shipment of a lai^ qn&atity of specie from Havana 
to the United States. All this was accomplished, 
and the Washington again ran by the British fleet 
off the Delaware capes, and, after destroying a 
number of the enemy's barges in the bay, retnmed 
to PhOade^diia, July IT.' Under orders of Morris, 

Uj't Ameriemt PrivaUm ; Weadn'a if me Unpaid, A. xz ; Call. 
Xnex I»f., zlii-^T, latten of Ooaga TnUiuiia ta TmcOtj Fkk- 
•rintc- 

> Banuy, oh.x; Frteman'i Jomal, Jidj 94,1782; Lulqtead- 
mt Clrtmidt, Ai^iut S, 1782; Hag. Amtr. Sitl., Mwdk, 1818, 
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dated October T, 1782, the Genenil WashingtoQ 
Bailed for Franoe witli diapatohea for FrankUn ; 
after a short passage she arrived at L'Orient before 
the end of tbe month. In January, 178S, she laiied 
on the return voyage and arrived at Philadelphia, 
March 12.1 

The AUianoe sailed from New London, August 
4, 1782, on a tnnise. Soon after leaving port she 
recaptured a -pnxe brig. Barry sent home a narra- 
tive of this omise, dated L'Orient, October 18, 
saying that he *> proceeded as fast as possible off 
Bermudas ; in my way I took a schooner from that 
place for Halifax. After cruizing off there for twelve 
or fifteen days, I retook a sloop from New London 
and sent her for Cape Francois. Finding the prizes 
I had taken of little value either to myself or coun- 
try and in all likelihood should be obliged to return 
into port soon ha want of men, was determined to 
alter my cruizing ground. I therefore thought it 
beat to run off the batiks of Newfoundland, Li my 
way there I fell ia witii a whaling br^antine with 
a pass from admiral Digby ; I nuuin'd her and sent 
ber for Boston. A few days after, off the banks of 
Newfoundland, I took a brigantine from Jamaica 
bound to London, loaded with sugar and mm, and 
sent her for Boston ; by this vessel I found the 
Jamaica fleet were to the eastward of us. I then 
carried a press of sail for four days ; the fifth day 
t Bonwjr, eh. xi ; Bany,lBii fioitni Oa««c,UarohS4, ITSS; 
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I took two ships that had parted from the fieefe. 
After manning them and having a fiesh gale west 
wardly, I thought best to order them for France ; 
a day or two after, I took a snow and a ship be- 
longing ,to the aafoe fleet. Being short of water and 
a number of prisonerB on board, the westwardly 
winds still blowing freslif and in e^)ectation of 
falling in with some more of them, I thoi^t it best 
to proceed to Fnnce, with a determined view to 
get those I had already taken in safe, and after 
landing tita prisoners, to pat oat immediately ; bnt 
meeting with blowing weather and a high sea, I lost 
the rails of the head and was in great danger of 
loung the head, which accident obliged me to put 
in here where I arrived yesterday with the above 
four prizes. After repairing the damages and get- 
ting what the ship may want, I shall pat to sea on 
a omize. I have likewise to inform yon that the 
Bamilies, admiral Graves' ship, foondered, but all 
the crew were saved, several of wliich were on the 
prizes I took."' Some days later the Continental 
packet Grenentl Washington, Captain Barney, came 
into L'Orient. Captain Henry Johnson of the Con- 
tinental navy, who had been in command of a pri- 
vateer, was in Bordeaux at the same time. Several 
officers of the Alliance, being dissatisfied at not 
having received their pay, refused obedience to the 
captain and Barry ordered them under arrest. He 
was unable to obtain others to take their places 

^ Fiteman't Jomtial, Deoambei IB, 1782. 
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and was obliged to sail with inexperienced lieutea- 
ants promoted from the lower grades.^ 

The Alliance sailed &om L'Orient, December 8, 
on a omise. Jamiaxy 8, 1783, she arrived at Mar- 
tinique, where Bany found orders to proceed to 
Havana. On the way thither he was chased by a 
British fleet and again by a sevenfy-fonr and a 
frigate. At Havana he found the twenty-gun ship 
Duo de Lanzun, which had been purchased by 
MoTTiB for the Continental navy. Barry's orders 
were to sail at once for the United States with 
this T^sel in company and with a quantity of spede 
for the use of Congress. After a delay of about 
three weeks, owing to the fact of the port of Hav- 
ana being closed by an embargo, the Alliance and 
the Duo de Lauzun, Captun Green, siuled March 
6. On the 10th, they saw three sail, which gave 
chase. The strangers turned out to be the British 
frigates Alarm and Sybil, and the sloop Tobago. 
The headmost, which seems to have been the Alarm, 
got within gundiot of the Alliance and they ex. 
changed fire, while the other two were fast coming 
up with the Lauzun. She was a dull sailer and 
Barry feared that if he stood by her, both Ameri- 
can ships would be captured. He advised Green to 
heave his guns overboard and run off before the 
wind, and all but two or three of them were accord- 
ingly thrown over. Another sail soon appeared 

I BarTg,e}a.iti,iT&; S(iKan0an<te,Aiiputl2, 1782; Mau. 
Byx, JunwT 3. 1783- 
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vliicli was raoognized as a French ship of fifty gons 
that had heem seen at HaT&ii& Bany waa there- 
upon enooozaged and Itx^ed for help from this ahip. 
At this tima the Allianoe had dropped astern, 
nearer ^ha Xaqzoo, and the Alftmi shortened sail 
and held off from them. The Sybil got within gon- 
ahot of t^a lAuznn and opened fire vith her bow 
chasers, which waa returned by the Laoznn with 
■tem ohaaers. Barry ran between them in order to 
give Green a ohanoe to get away. The other two 
British ships kept at a distance to windward ; the 
French ship also lay to. Kessler, the mate of the 
AUianoe, says : " Captain Barry went from gon to 
gun on the miun deck, cantioning against too mnoh 
haste and not to fire until the enemy was right 
abreast. He ordered 1^ mun topsail hove to the 
mast, that the enemy (who had already fired a Bow 
gun, die shot of which stmob into the cabin of the 
Allianoe} might come up as soon as he was abrest, 
when the action began and before an half hour her 
gnns were silenced and nothing but Musketry was 
fired from her. She appeared very much injured in 
ber holL She was of 82 guns and appeared very 
full of mm, and'after an action of 45 minutes She 
Peered off." * The Alliance lost (en wounded, one 
of them mortally ; the Sybil, two killed and six 
wounded. 

The log of the Sybil records that the American 
vessels were sighted at half-past five in the mom- 

^ Barry, 220. 
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ing and the British thea gave chase ; at eleven the 
Alliance showed Continental colors. At haU-past 
eleven " the Comr^ £red two or three hroadsides at 
the lai^ ship, who retamed it ; we were at tius 
time aboat 3 miles astern of the Comre. The To- 
bago was abreast of ns oariTing a press of sail to 
get np." Twenty minates later the Sybil got into 
action with the Alliance and received considerable 
injozy to suls and rigging. At half-past twelve " a 
large ship bore down to the ship we Engaged, woh 
obliged us to sheer off." * Kessler's story ocmtin- 
nee : " As soon as the ship which we had engaged 
hove from us, her consorts joined her and all made 
sail, after which the £Vench ship came down to na 
and Captain Barry asked them why they did not 
oome down during the action. They answered that 
th^ thought we might have been t^en and the 
ffignal known and the action only a sham to decay 
him. His foolish idea thus periiaps lost ns the 
three frigates." ^ They then chased the British, but 
the French ship was slow and the puTBuit was 
abandoned. The voyage was then oontinned. The 
Alliance and Duo de Lauzun became separated off 
Cape Hatteraa. Finding two British cruisers off 
the Delaware capes, the Alliance bore away for 
Newport, arriving there March 20. The Ijanzun 
got into Philadelphia on the Slst. The Alliance a 

' Camtnodore, trideatlj m*aiilii; tlta Alarm. 

* Brit. Adm. Bte., Sli^ Lost, No. 870. 

* Barry, 224. 
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few days later went up to Fiovidence, irhere in dne 
time the oraw were paid off and diaoharged.' 

After the return of the frigate Deane from her 
eroise in the spring of 1782, Captun XichoiMm 
was relieved of his command, for what reason is not 
clear ; he was tried l^ a court martial in September, 
1T8S, and honorably acquitted. Meanwhile, in Sej^ 
tember, 1782, the name of the ship was changed 
to Hague and "on Monday 11th instant John 
Manly, Ijscl., Capbun in the American navy was 
appointed to the command of the Continental frig- 
ate Hague in this harbour, agreeable to an coder 
from the Hon. Robert Morris, Esq., princ^)al Agent 
of Marine, ioTesting said command in the senior 
officer resident in the department Capt. Manly, at 
2 P.M. of the same day, repaired on board, attended 
by his principal officers, and was welcomed with 
united acclamations; 13 guns were fired in honor 
of the appointment, the ship beautifully decorated 
with colonra and every possible demonstration of 
joy expressed a general satisfaction." ^ Manley had 
recently returned from a long imprisonment in Eng- 
land. The Hague made a <aiuse in the West Indies 
Imd tooh several prizes. In Janoary, 1788, she was 
chased by a British ship and tan aground near 
Gtnadalonpe. Manley wrote, January 26 ; *' I have 
already acquainted you that I have been drove on 

1 Barry, oh. xriii ; ladependtai Chronide, Fflbnuo? 27, 1788 ; 
CorUirutaai Journal, TebruArj 27. 1783. 
' itdqiaident Chosuie, Septeoibtt 26, 1782. 
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shore, after a 86 horm ohace, by a 60 gun sliip, 
sod^ lay at the mercy of lier inoesBant fire for two 
days, who with the assiatance of a 74 and two other 
sail of the line fo baok her, were not very sparing 
of a heavy and hriBk cannonade. However, without 
a man hilled and <Hily one sli^tly wounded and 
my dam^es repaired in hull, maati, &e. Ac, it is 
with pleasure I look to the prospect of getting out 
to-morrow for Martinico, Fort Boyal, for heaving 
down."^'The Hague returned to Boeton sot long 
after and was soon put out of oommiasion * 

After his return to America in the Ariel, in 
February, 1781, Captain Jonee spent another long 
period on shore, waiting for an important oononand 
and again doomed to disappoiotment. Before he left 
France, Jones reoeived an intimatioa that the Amer- 
ica, seventy-four, would be reserved for him,^ and 
June 26, 1781, he was appconted to command her 
by a nnanimoas vote of Congress. In Aognat, he 
went to Portsmouth to superintend the completion 
of the ship. This work had previously been con- 
ducted by Captain Barry. Instead of being nearly 
ready to launch, as Jones had been led to expect, 
he found her only partly bnilt. He calls her the 
largest seventy-four in the world, one hundred and 
eighty-two feet, six inches long on the upper gun- 

* Lid^)taiUnt C!hronid4, Febnuur 27, 1788. 

> BoitM Pod, DemmlMr 14, 1782, Nonmbw 8, 1783 ; Bodm 
GiiM(l«,Deaember 10, 1782, Jsniury 27, Fsbnuij 8, Uanli 3, 17681 
Buex Ind. Coll., Jbdimt;, 190&. 

■ Jomt X88., NoTMDber 8, 1780. 
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deck, a hundred and fifty feet on the keel, and vHh 
aa extceme breadth of fifty feet, six inchei ; she 
measozed nineteen hundred and eighty-two tons. 
She wai to monnt thirty eigbteen-poonden on the 
lower gtm-deok, thirty-two twelves on the npper 
deck, and fonrteen ninee on the qnarter-deok and 
fotecastle, all loDg gtuu. Her foil oomplemantwonld 
have been aiz hundred and tweaty-six officers and 
man. Jones remained in Portsmouth vaan than a 
year, soannty of mcmey causing the aocnstomed d«> 
lay in the oonstmotion of the ship. Delay and othOT 
diffionltieB, howerer, also reaolted frmn lack of ex- 
perienoe, among those employed on the work, in 
building so laige a ship. In oonstaot fear of parties 
landing from the enemy's sqnadron, for the purpose 
of destroying the ship, it was neoessary to keep a 
guard of workmen and citizens at night for hen 
protection. Several times the enemy's boats appeared 
in the river at night, and twioe, coming dose, were 
fired npon. AugustlS, 1782, theMagnifiqacaship 
of the line belonging to the French fleet of theMap> 
quia deVandrenil, ai that time entering Boston Har- 
bor, ran aground od Lorell's Island and was lost. 
September 8, the Continental Congress, being " de- 
idroas of testifying on this occasion to his Majesty 
the sense they entertain of bis generous exertions 
in behalf of the United States : Besolved, That the 
agent of marine be and he is hereby instmoted to 
present the America, a 74 gun ship, in the name of 
the United States, to the Chevalier de la Ltuerue 
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for the serrioe of Hu Sfoat Chrutian Majesty." So 
Jones ^ain lost a fine etip. He remained at Poits- 
moath, however, until after the lanncb of the Amer- 
ica, whieh took plaoe November 5, 1782. The ship 
remained less than fonr years in the French serv- 
ioe, being condemned as nnaeaworthy in 1786, and 
broken np. Immediately after the launching, Jonea 
retomed to Philadelphia. With the oonsent of Con- 
gress be made a eroise to the West Indies in Yao- 
dreoil's fleet. Upon news of the oonclnsion of peace 
he agiun returned to Philadelphia, and later was 
sent by Congress to France in order to prosecute 
claims for prize money, still unpaid and due for the 
capture of the Serapis and other vessels.' 

One of the latest naval ezjdoits of the war was the 
capture of a British privateer in Long Island Sound 
\lj a detachment of forty men from the army. Colonel 
Tallmadge, in a report to General Washington, dated 
Greenfield, Conneotdout, Febniary 21, 1783, says: 
" Yesterday the Enemy's Vessel was diacovered near 
Stratford Point, when at 2 o'CIock P.H. the troops 
were embarked in a fast sailing Vessel prepared 
for that purpose, which was coimnanded by Capt. 
^ibbel, and at 4 p.u. they came up with her, when 

1 Skr&tnx, 227-23Si Bmdt, 325-052; AJmon, xv, 24; U. B. 
Ifav. Intt. Proc., xxriT (Jdm, 1006), 673-660 ; Amer. Cath. Hist. 
Sm., April, 1904 ;3otf on Oai«(t«, Angiut IO,Nii*eiiiber II, 1762; 
Jadq^mdaa droniete, Hartmbvr 14, 1762 ; Mar. Com. Lottr Boole, 
244, 245 (NoTcnbei 0, 1779); ArehiMt dt la Manne, B* lU, 304- 
80T, 810-816, 816, 319. For tba proteontion of ths prize cbiiu, mb 
FftnlUn'i D^owuUic Ifegotiationt of Awmnean If aval Officerg, all, L 
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she gave a diadiaige of ber Camum followed bjr ber 
Swivels and Musketry (oar troops bung oonoealed) 
till both Vessels met, wben the troops rose, gave 
the Enemy one discharge of Mnsketry and boarded 
them with fixed Bayonets. The Captain of the Pri- 
vateer was killed and only three or f oar of bis Men 
were wounded, two of them supposed mortally 
wounded. Tbo' Captain Hubbel's YesBel was much 
damaged in her Hull, Spars & Rig^g, Yet not a 
man on board was killed or wounded. Captun 
Brewster, who commanded the Troops, aa wall as 
the other OfBoera and Soldiers on board, deserve 
Commendation for the Spirit and Zeal with which 
this Service has been performed. The I^ivateer is 
called the Three Brothers, was commanded hy Cap- 
tain Johnstone, mounting eleven Carriage GKins, 
four Swivels and twenly-flve Stand of small Arms, 
and navigated l^ twenty-one men."^ 

The battle between the Alliance and the Sybil 
was doubtless the last naval action of the Bevoln- 
tion, with the possible exception of some privateer- 
ing exploit. Froviaional articles of peace had been 
signed at Paris, November 80, 1782, and January 
20, 1788, an armistice had been arranged. In com- 
pliance with tiuB, dispatches were sent to belliger- 
ents on land and sea proclaiming the oessation of 
hostilities. In the newspapers appeared the follow- 
ing order ngned by Bobert Morris : " To all Cap- 
tains, Commanders, Masters and other of&oers of 
1 Pop. Com. Coitgr., IBS, 11, 87. 
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armed vessels, commissioned by tlie United States 
in Congress assembled, and to all otbers whom it 
shall or may in any wise oonoem : According to the 
orders of the United Statee in Congress unto me 
given on the 24th day of this present month of 
March, I do hereby recall all armed vessels crois- 
ing nnder commissions from the United States of 
America, whereof yon will please to take notice. 
Done in the Marine OfBoe of the United States of 
America, this twenty-fifth day of March, in the 
Year of OUT Lord, one thousand seven hundred and 
eighty-three." ^ The signing of the definitive treaty, 
September S, 1783, and its ratifioatitm by Congress, 
January 14, 1784, were the remaining steps neceg' 
sary for the establishment of peace. 

In Hie spring of 1788, there were five vessels 
remaining of the Continental navy: the frigates 
Alliance, Hague, and Bourbon, the first two only 
in commission, and the ships General Washington 
and Due de lAuzun. In 1782, three hundred and 
eighty-three letters of marqne were granted by the 
Continental Congress to private armed vessels; in 
1788, the number dropped to twenty-two.' 

The British navy increased during 1782 from 
five hundred and fifty-one vessels of all classes to 
mz hundred and eight; vessels in commbsion from 
three htmdred and ninety-dght to four hundred and 

1 Matt. Spy, AinU IT, 1788. 

1 Naval BeeordM fodaiidBT), 217-496. 
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fhirly. In 1T82, there were teveatj veuek on the 
Korth American station, and in January, 1T83, 
there were aix^-two, besides more than twice as 
many in the West Indies. The total number of sea- 
men and marines was one hmidred thoosand in 
1782 and in the following year there were ten 
thoasand more.* 

In the last two years of the war England lost five 
hondred and fifteen vess^ tsiea. by her enonues, 
and recaptured or ransomed a hundred and thirteen 
of them; she captured cme hondred and eightynsix, 
of which <mly three were retaken. Aooording to the 
same authority the total nnmber of merchantmen 
and privateers captured from the Britiah during 
tiie whole war was thirty-one hundred and serenty- 
ux, eigbty-nine of them belonging to the lattw 
class ; of this total eight bnndred and ninety-three 
were retaken or ransomed. Frcnn her enemies Eng- 
land took during the war thirteen hundred and 
fifty-one, including two hundred and nxteen priva- 
teers; of all these only twenty-eight ven recap- 
tared.' Of the regolar navy of England there were 
taken, destroyed, bamt, foundered or wrecked dor^ 
ing the war, two bnndred and three Tessela; of those 
captured, eighteen were retaken.' 

iSawur.ii.211i SotoMbry, ii, 68, 124, tr, 418,120; CIn»>, 
]ii,32T,32S. 

* Ibid; 396. Unfoittinatolj, in tHeM tsblw Amariaaa* eumot 
ba diitinpiiiilwd from otliei cmmiM, after 1TT7. 

* Bid., It, 100-118. For othai eitimatw, m* Almen, sri, 100, 
101 iSefcxthr^T, 41-43. 
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The ships of the Continental navy were gradu- 
ally disposed of, their crews disbanded, and this 
interesting organization passed into history. The 
Duo de Laazun was loaned to the French minister, 
oonverted into a transport, and sent to France, 
where she was aold. The Bourbon was lannohod at 
Middletown, Conneoticut, July SI, 178S, and in 
September was advertised for sale. Meanwhile the 
Hague had been advertised in August ; she was de- 
scribed as being of five hundred and seventeen tons 
bnrdoi, mnety-six feet long on the keel and thirty- 
two feet wide. These two vessels soon passed into 
private bands. The General Washington was en^ 
ployed as a packet until the somnter of 1784, when 
she also was sold. The Alliance was retained a year 
longer. There was a strong sentiment in favor of 
keeping this ship permanently in the national 
service, and on January 16, 1784, a committee of 
Congress reported that the honor of the flag and 
the protection of the ooast required her repair. 
Many felt, however, that all naval ezpenditore 
ehonld cease. The question was deliberated from 
time to time until May 28, 1785, when considem- 
tione of economy prevailed and a committee of Con- 
gress recommended the sale of the frigate. She was 
accordingly sold in August, 1785.^ 

> Bonwy, 148 ; Barry, 268 ; biitpendeiit CSironkU, Aagvat 7, 
17SB ; Bedon Pad, AaffiiM 80, Saptamber IS, ITSS ; Pop. ConL 
Cmtgr., M, Ml, US (April 11, 18, 1783), 98, S18, £21, 22G (Jann- 
■IT 1&, Unah SO, 1784, M»r S3, 1786), U7, 2, 677 (jBly 22, 1788) t 
Jow. Com. Omgr., April 21, 17S3, JaM 8, 178eL 
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Adequate naval protection was needed at the 
doBe of the Revolution and has been ever since, and 
will be, nntil international arbitration has taken tbe 
place o£ war. Even before the sale of the Alliance, 
the Algerines began their ag^resuons upon Amer- 
ican oommeroe. With this frigate as the flagship 
of a small squadron, with John Paul Jones in com- 
mand, the insolence of the Barbaiy pirates might 
hare been checked at the outset, saving much Uood 
and money and avoiding humiliation. It may be 
aEGrmed with confidence that with a suitable naval 
force our troubles with France and England during 
the wars of tlie French Bevolution and Emjore 
might have been prevented. In the summer of 1782 
there was published a newspaper letter " On the 
Snl^ect of an American Navy"; it was signed 
" Leonidas," It pointed out the importance of com> 
meroe and nav^ protection and recommended a 
fleet of five Bhips of the line and ten frigates.' In 
a report on the condition of the navy, July 31, 
1T8S, Bobert Morris urged the need of a fleet, but 
advised against taking any stq» until funds should 
be obtained. Lack of money was necessarily the 
determining factor.^ 

Captain Jones was a close studentof naval science 
and his opinions, freely expressed, are of interest 

^ Indgiatdait Chronieit, September S, 1782, tram the Pout. 
GaxftU. 

^ Pap. Cotd. Congr., 1ST, 2, 720. Tar Jobs Aduu'i tuwi of na 
poiret' in g«u«nJ Kod of Anwriwui twedt, •»• Wiarttm, iii, S4S, 
543,833,834. 
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and vahte. Id 1777, lie prepared " A Plan for the 
B^;nlatton and Eqnipment of the Navy, drawn up 
at the request of the Honorable the Preeident of 
Congrees." He proposed to establish a dockyard 
for building and fitting out ships in each of three 
sections of the conntiy, the eastern, middle, and 
southern, and to divide the navy into three squad- 
rons, one to rendezToug at eaoh dookyard. The qual- 
ifications and daties of the offiows at these yards 
were set forth in detaiL The chief ofiBoers, or Cran- 
mifisioners, one from eaoh yard, were to hold yearly 
conferences at Philadelphia with the Board of Ad- 
miralty, to whom they were to report on conditions 
at the yards. " The Authority of the CommisBioners 
must l^ no means extend to the destination of 
Ships or their internal Grovemment, it being their 
Prortnce only to keep the Navy in fit Order for 
Sea service and it being the Province of Com- 
manders in the Ifavy to govern their Ships accord- 
ing to the Rules and RegulationB established l^ the 
supreme Power of Congress and to follow the lur 
structions which they may Beoeive from the board 
of Admiralty or their deputies, or^from Senior or 
Flag Officers. Consequently Commanders of Squad- 
rons or of single Ships have a right to call on the 
Commiseioners or Agents for supplies whenever 
they are in want of them, being always accountable 
to Senior Of&cers in their division for their Con- 
dnot, but OKire especially so to the Board of Ad- 
miral^. As the extent of the Continent is so great 
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that the most advanti^eous Enterprize may be lost 
before Orders oan arrive within the eastern and 
Sonthem diBtriots from the board of Admiralty, it 
will perha^ be expedient to appoint deputies for 
executing the Office of Hi^ Admiral within these 
extreme districts, to oontinne in OfKoe only during 
the Fleasnre and at all times aoconntaUe to the 
Board of Admiralty. Perhaps one deputy to the 
Eastward and another to the Southward may be 
found equal to the Business, but the number in 
each department ought not to exceed three. They 
ought to be Men of inrioIaUe Secrecy, who inherit 
much discernment and S^;a(nty and are endowed 
irith consummate Knowledge in Marine Affurs. 
Besides pointing out proper Services for single 
Ships and for Squadrons, it may be the duty of the 
deputies, with the assistance of three or more of 
the most JoduMoos commanders of the Fleet who 
may be named by the board of Admirally, to ex> 
amine the abilities of Men who apply for Com- 
missions, and make report to the Board, also to ex- 
amine divers Ferstms who now bear Commissions in 
the Service and whoe's Abilities and acoompUsb- 
ments are very suspcious and uncertain ; the board 
may do the same within the middle district. . . . 
It may also be expedient to establish an Academy 
at each Dockyard under proper masters, whoe's 
duty it should be to Instruct the Officers of the 
Fleet when in Port in the Principles and Applica- 
tion of the Mathematicks, Drawing, Feacii^ and 



^cb, Google 



THE END OF THE WAR, 1782 AND 1783 619 
other manly Arts and AooompUshments. It will 
be requisite tHat yonng Men serre a certain time 
in Quality of Midabipmen or Master's mate, before 
they are examined for Promotion. And the neces- 
sity of Establishing an Hos]Htal near each Dock- 
yard, onder the care of Skilful Physicians, is self 
evident." • 

Writing to Robert Morris, September 22, 1782, 
Jones says: " I have many things to offer respect- 
ing the formation of our navy, but shall here limit 
myself to one, which I think a preliminaiy to the 
formation and establishment of a naval constitution 
suitable to the local situation, reaoorces and preju- 
dices of the Continent. The constitution adopted 
for tbe navy in the year 1775 and by which it has 
been governed ever since, and crumbled away I may 
say to notliing, is so very defective that I am of 
opinion it would be difficult to spoil it Much wis- 
dom and more knowledge than we possess is, in my 
humble opinion, necessary to the formation of such 
a naval constitution aa is absolutely wanting. . . . 
We are a young people and need not be ashamed 
to ask advice from nations older and more ei^teri- 
enced in marine a£Eain than ourselves. . . . My . 
plan for forming a proper oorps of sea otBoers is by 
teaching them the naval tactics in a fleet of evolu- 
tion. . . . When in port the young otGoers should 
be obliged to attend at the academies established at 
each dock-yard, where they should be taught the 
1 Jmet MS8., April 7, 1777. 
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prioeiples of every art and soience that is necessary 
to farm the ohoiacter of a great sea officer ; and 
erery oonunission of&oer of the navy shoald have 
free access and be entitled to receive instroction 
gratis at those academies. All this voold be at- 
tended with no very great expense and the pablic 
advantage resulting from it woold be immense. I 
am sensible it cannot be immediately adopted and 
that we must first look about for ways and means, 
but the sooner it is adopted the better. . . . Li 
time of peaoe it is necessary to prqiare and be al- 
ways prepared for war by sea." ^ 
1 Sherbvne, 232, 233. 
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NATAL FKISONBB8 

The lot <d the prisoner oi war has always been an 
onhai^y one at best ; in earfy times pat to the swoid, 
at a later day enslaved, and even in modem wars 
sometimes nnavoidably subjected to most unfavor- 
able oonditions in the exigenmes of a campaign. 
Civilized oonntries have at times permitted a treat- 
ment of prisoners onneoessaTily bareh and even 
omeL At the oatset of a civil war tbe qneetion 
arises wlietber or not the rebel shall be dealt with 
as a traitor and criminal, but fear of reprisals soon 
forces the virtual if not explicit reoognition of bel- 
ligerent rights. Lord Greorge Germain, writing to 
General Howe, Februaiy 1, 1776, in r^ard to 
some American ofScera captured on a privateer by 
the British, says: " It is hoped that the posaession 
of these prisoners will enable yoa to procure the 
release o£ such of his majesty's officers and loyal 
subjects as are in the disgraceful sitnation of being 
pristmers to the rebels ; for although it oannot be 
tliat you should enter into any treaty or agreement 
with rebels for a regular cartel for exc^umge of pria- 
oners, yet I doubt not but your own discretion will 
suggest to yon Uie means of effecting such exchange 
without the kmg's dignity and honor b^ng com- 



:.bv Google 



«a NAVAL HISTORY OF THE EEVOLCTION 
nutted OF His Majesty's name osed in any negotia- 
tioa for that purpose." ^ Here may be noted an inti- 
mation of the bitterness commonly exhibited in 
civil strife, which is sometimes conTeniently visited 
npon the helpless prisoner. This should impose 
npoo governments and officers c^ rank an increased 
sense (A responsibili^ for the acts of sulxodinatea. 
Hie aooDuats of the treatment of pristmers in New 
Y<»-k, unquestionably anUientic though perhi^ 
ccdored by privation, are difficult to reoonoile with 
the ondoabted humane oharactar of some of the 
&itish officers in oranmand. The situation of the 
Biitdsh at tliat place and their resouroee oould hudly 
have been such as to prevent the proper care of 
prisoners. 

At New York many bnildings were converted 
into prisouB and several pzison-ehipB were moored 
in the harbor, especially in Wallabout Bay, where 
the Navy Yard at Broc^yn now is. Most of the 
prisoner taken at sea were confined in these hulks. 
There were probably prison-ships in most British 
harbms frequented 1^ omising vessels, and other 
ships were at tames temponirily used for the pur- 
pose. The best known places in England where 
Americans were confined were Mill Prison at Fly- 
mouth and Forton Prison at Portsmouth. 

The treatment of American prisoners hj the Brit- 
ish gave rise to much discussion in Congress and to 
a voluminous correspondence between commanding 

> Hid. Mag., Hmb, 1882. 
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ofBcen and oonuniuaries of prisonen, Jaoaaiy 18, 
1777, Greneral WashiDgtoii wrote to Admiral Howe 
" on the Bubjeot of the cruel treatment whioh our 
offioen aai men in the naval department, who are 
nnhapj^ enongh to fall into your handi, reoeive an 
board the priaonBhips in Uie harbonr of New York." 
To General Howe on the ume day he wrote : 
" Thoee who have been lately lent ont give the 
most shocking aooonnt of their barbarons osage, 
which their miserable, emaeiated oonntenances con- 
firm. . . . Most (^ the prisoners who have retnmed 
home [by exchange] have informed me that they 
were offered better teeatment provided the; would 
enUat into your service. This I believe is unprece- 
dented ; and what, if true, makes it sdll more un- 
necessary for me to apologize for the freedom of 
expression which I have used thronghoat this let- 
ter."^ Washington threatened retaliation. Admiral 
Howe replied, Janoary 17, that the reports c^ ill- 
treatment were exaggerated, that some prisoners 
having escaped, less liberty was allowed than form- 
erly and crowding made necessary, that the prison- 
ers had the same ration and medical attendance as 
British sailors. May 28, Wasbtngton wrote to the 
President of Congress that many of the prisoners 
released by the British were unfit for exchange by 
reason of the severity of their treatment and that 
a deduction should be made on their account. This 
was before the Jersey, a dismantled sixty-four-^nu 
> WaMngtm, r, 166, 160, ITCk 
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ship, was brought to Kev York and moored in 
Wallabout Bay, and became die meet notorious of 
all the priBon-sliips. In 1779, there was an improre- 
ment on board these ships at New York, acknowl- 
edged by Washington and conBrmed by a letter from 
one of the prisoners.^ This was only temporary, 
however, and a year or two later conditions were at 
their worst, alUiongh an attempt at reform seems to 
have been made by Admiral Ciraves in 1781.' 

In addition to the practice, alluded to by Wash- 
ington, of tempting prisoners to enlist in the Brit- 
ish serrioe by promises of better treatment, they 
were sometimes impressed, and oa board cmising 
ships also, at times, they were forced to bear arms 
against their'oountiymeo. In 1776, William Barry, 
a prisoner on the Boeback in Delaware Bay, and 
Elisha' Cole, an American shipmaster on the frigate 
Milford, were ctlmpelled to do this, and both aftet> 
wards made depositicms to the fact. In retaUation 
Cong^reas anthorized Captain Biddle to take British 
priscmers from Jul to fill his complement. There 
are several aeconnts, however, of hmnane treatment 
on board British oraising ships and on prison-ships 

> Sm Iwkiir, p. 628. 

« Jmr. Cma. Cmgr^ naolTM : DMembar 7, ITK, J«iie 10, 1777, 
April 21, 1760, Septombar 4, 18, 1781 ; oommhtM nporls : D»- ' 
oember 7, 1776, JannAr; T, 0, 1777 ; Pap- ConL Congr., 15S, 8, 
605, 4, lis (Howe to WailiiiqitoB, Juout 2S, April 21, 1777), 
6, 221 (VaMxigUm to Hows, NoTsmbor 2S, 1777), 10, 283 
(AfflMk to WuIungtoD, Angiut SO, 1761) ; Wtuhinglm, t, 170, 
864, 423, Ti, 193, Tin, 121, 336, iz, 119 ; BaMn Oax^U, SaptamlMr 
17, 1781. 
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ftt Halifax and elsewhere. Captain Duiiel Lnnt of 
Newburyport was well treated on board the Britiili 
cruiser Lively, which captured him off Cape Ann 
in 1776, although afterwards, when transfeired to 
the Senown, he and o&bi ahipmaaten were lobbed 
of their money and put at hard labor. Joehoa Barney 
was treated with marked kindness on three differ* 
ent cruising ships and with an equal degree of se- 
verity on two others. Nathaniel Fanning, who was 
several times a prisoner, was robbed and maltreated 
on two British vessels, bat on other oooasions fared 
very well. Inl7T7,Captun Stephen Hillswaswell 
treated on a prison-ship at Halifax, and in 1782 
wghty-one Americans at the same place, and others 
in a hospital there, had the best of care. In 1781, 
Captain Taeker of the privateer Thorn escaped 
from the Island of St. John's (Prince Edward Is- 
land) and reported that he had been very kindly 
treated there. The same year some prisoners who 
arrived in Salem from Newfoundland acknowledged 
" the very humane and benevolent treatment which 
they received from Admiral Edwards." The next 
year nearly three hundred Americans were hronght 
home from there in a cartel.^ 

1 Ani. Arei. IV, T, 769, ri, 809, T, il. 688; P<5>. Cm*. Congr^ 
1ft, S, 681 (DooMnber T, 1776) ; Banes, 61. 66, 70, 86 ; Fanoing, 
14-18, 144-148, 229-238 ; A. Blierbume, 49-76 ; TkJw. 168 ; Bo». 
ton Oontts, September 30, 1770, Jnly 28, 1777; Mam. Spg, Sep- 
tember 11, 1776 ; Lidgxndaa Ciranide, Vehraarj G, 177B ; Ctmti- 
neiOal Jownal, Anjput 2S, 1781 ; jSnJcm OatrtU, Norember 16, 
1781, July 18, October IT, 1782; BiMon Pett, July 20, 1782; 
Hunt'i Mag., Febnwr;, 1867. See abore, pp. 141, 162, 250. 
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Many yean after the var Nathaniel Bowditoh 
toM the foUmnng Berolationaty anecdote, which 
had been related to him by his father : " Capt Tnck 
of Manchester in a Bmall priTateer wai taken by a 
British veesel of war, & his crew wat carried rai 
board & detained as prisoners. Craisuig afterwards 
on the eastern shore, tiie Tessel stmck on a snnten 
ledge at some distance from a small island then 
in sight uid soon Inlged. Their sitiiatitm sotm 
became extremely dangeroos, the greatest confosiMi 
prevailed on board, and the British seamen finding 
that none ti the stores on hoard the ship could 
possibly be sared, procured from the store room 
eonsiderable qnantities of mm & dranh so freely 
that they soon became incapable of doing their dnty, 
and in getting ont the boats Inlged & lost them. 
Their sitnation now became desperate, they seemed 
to have no chance of saving their lives, as the orew 
were so disorderly and incompetent of doing thdr 
duly. Capt. Tudk then proposed to the British 
commander to make a raft out of the spars, yards, 
&0. of the ship and offered his services in doing U, 
provided he could have it under his own direction, 
with none to asust except the American prisoners, 
most of whom were free from intoxication. This 
offer was cheerfully accepted & he made out to get 
the crew safely ashore without losing a man, bat 
before anything else could be got from the ship, 
she went to pieces. The British Commander on tiw 
Halifax Station liberated Capt T. and his crew 
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withont parole or exohange, on account of his 
Berviees." ^ 

In Jone, 1778, Bobert Sheffield, a shipmaster of 
Stonington, Connectiout, made his escape from one 
of the New York prison-ships after a confinement of 
only six days. There were tliree hnndred and fifty 
men on board confined below, although it is to 
be presumed that thej were allowed on deck in the 
daytime, as was the custom. Sheffield says the beat 
was "so intense that they were all naked. . . . 
Their sickly countenances and ghastly looks were 
truly horrible, some swearing and blaspheming, 
some crying, praying and wringing their hands and 
stalking about like ghosts, others delirious, raving 
and storming; some groaning and dying, all pant- 
ing for breath ; some dead and corrupting, air so 
foul at dmes that a lamp could not be kept burn- 
ing, by reason of which the boys were not missed till 
they had been dead ten days." There were five or 
six deaths a day.* Captain John Chester wrote to 
General Webb, January 17, 1777 : " Hie inhuman 
treatment out prisoners met* with while in New 
York is beytmd all description. Humanity cannot 
bnt drop a tear at sight of the poor, miserable, 
starved objects. They are mere skeletons, nnable to 
creep or speak in many instanoes. One vessel lost 
27 in her passage from New York to Milford [Con- 

> Pickering USS., t«, 415. 

■ Conn. Oazetit, Jul; 10, 1778, qnoted in Ondtt^onk'a Beoatu- 
tioimrg IncidttHM, 227, 228. 
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neotiont], and T died the night they were pat 
ashore ; and they are dying all along the road." ^ 
Aooording to a report from Boston, Febmary 4, 
1779, "a cartel lately brought 136 prisoners from 
priaon-shipe in 24*. Y. to N. Ltrndon. Sooh was the 
condition in which these poor creatures were pat 
aboard tiie cartel, that in this short run 16 died on 
board and 60, when they landed, were soaroely able 
to move, and the remunder greatly emaciated." ' 
The most favorable aooonnt oomes from Daniel 
Stanton, who writes from Sttmington, August 28, 
1779 : ** I was taken with a number of others on 
or abont the 6th of June last in the ship Olirer 
Cromwell, carried into New York and pat on the 
Prison Ship Jersey. There was nothing plaadered 
from us, we were kindly used by the Captain and ' 
othen that belonged to the ship. Oar Sick were 
attended by Physicians who appeared very OfBcions 
to recover them to health. Our Allowance for Snb- 
sistanoe was wholesome and in reasonable Plen^, 
including the Allowance by the Coatiueotal Con- 
gress sent on Board. About three or four weeks 
past we were removed on board tbe Prison Ship 
Good Hope, where we found many sick ; there is 
now a hospital ship provided, to whidi tb^ are 
removed and good Attention piud, and doabt not 
the same Hospitality is used towards those of the 
£nemy, where the Fcnrtnne of Wax has oast into 

' Carrtipmdeim<tfGaitral Wtbb,i,Ki. 
* OndrrdmA, 229. 
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oar bands. On the wbole we were as humanely 
treated as our ConditioD and the Enemy's Safety 
would admit." ^ Another good account is given by 
Captain Thomaa Dring and others who escaped 
from the Good Hope.' According to Joshna Bar> 
ney, a prieoner in 1778, Admiral Byron during his 
short stay on the sta^oa took great pains to im- 
prove as far as pmsible the conditions on Xew York 
prison-ships.' These conditions probablyvaried from 
time to time according to the characters of different 
officers and subordinates in chai^, and according 
to the weather and other oircum stances, especially 
the number of prisoners on board. The Continental 
Congress provided the mems for supplying the 
prisoners at New York with extra food and ap- 
pointed a merchant named Fintard as agent to look 
after them.* 

Philip Freneau, the poet, was a passenger on the 
armed ship Aurora of Philadelphia, which was cap- 
tured after an hoar's engagement by the British 
frigate Iris, May26,1780,and taken to New York. 
Freneau was sent on board the prison-ship Scorpion 
in the North Kiver, where he was *' almost suffo- 
cated with the heat and stench." He relates that on 
the night of June 4 " about thirty-five of our people 
formed a design of making their escape, in which 
1 Conn. OaxeOe, Septambar 1, 1779, qnoted in Pi^eri Nao Jjm- 
d€nBitt.8oe^IV,i,U. 

* N. J. QoMtU, OetobM 12, 1779, qnotwl In OndMotti, 230. 

* BarBty, 74. 

* Ti^ Cont. Cangr., 37, 322 (Oeti>bei 6, 1780). 
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they were favored by a large Bohooner aradentally 
alongBide of us. . . . We were then auffered to 
oontmne npon deck, if we chose, till nine o'clodc 
We were all below by that time ^Eoept the insni- 
gents, who nufaed apon the aentries and diaanaed 
them in a moment," and drove them into the oalnn. 
** When the sentries were all silent they manned the 
ship's boat and boarded the schooner, thongb the 
people on board attempted to keep them off with 
haudnrpikes. The wind blowing fresh at sontb and 
tlie flood of tide being made, the^ hoisted sail and 
were ont of sight in a few minutes. ... As soon 
as the sentries got possession of the vessel again, 
which they had no difBcnlty in doing, as there was 
no resistance made, they posted themselves at each 
hatchway and most basely and cowardly fired fore 
and aft among as, pistols and marqneta, for a full 
qoarter of an hour without intenoission. fiy the 
mercy of God tbey touched but four, one mortally." 
Tbe next morning " all that were found wounded 
were pat in irtms aad mdered to Ue npon deck, ex- 
posed to the burning sua. About four o'ckx^ p. M., 
one of the poor fellows who had been wounded the 
night before died. They then took lum oat of irons, 
sent him tm shore, and buried htm. After this no 
osage seemed to ihem severe enough for us. We 
had water given us to drink that a dog oould 
scarcely relish ; it was thick and clammy and had a 
dismal smell. They withdrew oar allowance of rum 
and drove ns down every night strictly at sunset, 
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wliete we snSered inexpressibly till seren o'clock 
io the monung, the gratings being rarely opened 
before that time. Thug did I live with my miseiv 
able oompanioQs till the 22d of June. When find- 
ing myself taken with a ferer, Iprocnredmyselfto 
be pnt on Hie sick list, and Uie same day was sent 
with a nmnbei of others to the Hunter hospital- 
ship, lying in the East Biver. Here was a new 
scene opened. The Hunter had been very newly put 
to the use <^ a hospital-ship. She was miserably dirty 
and cluttered. Her decks leaked to such a degree 
that the sick were deluged with every shower of . 
rain. Between decks they lay along, struggling in 
the agonies of death, dying with putrid and biliooa 
fevers, lamenting their hard fate to die at such a 
fatal distance from their friends ; others totally in- 
sensiUe and yielding their last breath in all the 
horrors of light-headed ireaxy," ^ 

In the fall of 1780, Captain Silas Talbot was 
confined on the Jersey. There were tlien about 
eleven hundred prisoners on board, with no bertho 
to lie in nor benches to sit on ; many were almost 
without clothes. Dysentery and fever prevuled. 
The scanttnesE and bad quality of the provisions, 
the brutality of the guards, and the sick pining for 
comforts they could not obtain, altogether furnished 
one of the greatest scenes of Human distress ever 
beheld. The weather was cool and dry, with frosty 
nights, so that the number of deaths was reduced 
> Framsn'a C^are of the Awaru, 15-41. 
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to an average of ten a day, wiadb waa Bmall coia> 
pared with the mortalily tor three months before. 
The hnman bones and skulls still bleaching xm the 
shore of Long Island as late as 1803, and daily ex- 
posed by the falling of the high bank on vbich the 
prisoners were buried, was a shookbg si^ii,* A 
few yean after that these bones were collected and 
bnried and a monument erected over them. 

Ebenezer Fox, describing the Jersey as she was 
in 1781, says : " Her external appearance was for- 
bidding and gloomy. She was dismantled ; her only 
«pars were the bowsprit, a derrick that looked like 
a gallows, for hoisting supplies on board, and s 
flagstaff at the stem. The port-holes were closed 
and secnred. Two tiers of holes were oat tbroi^h 
her udes, about two feet square jaid about ten 
feet apart, strongly guarded by a grating of iron 
bars." ^ Fox and his shipmates upon their arrival 
" were ordered to ascend to the upper deck of the 
prison ship. Here our names were roistered. . . . 
Each of us was permitted to retain whatever clotb- 
ing and bedding we had brought, i^ter having been 
examined " for weapons and money ; " and then 
we were directed to pass through a strong door on 
the starboard side, down a ladder leading to the 
miun hatchway. I now found myself in a loatlisome 
prison, among a collection of the most wretched 
and disgusting looking objects that I ever beheld 
in human form. Here was a motley crew, covered 
' Hiitorieal SIukA o/Sitat Talbot, lOO-lW. * Fox, 86. 
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with rags and filth, TiBagea pallid with disease, 
emaciated with hunger and anxietf, and retaining 
hardly a trace of their original appearance." ^ " The 
various mesaes of the prisonem [of six men each] 
were numbered, and nine in the morning was the 
hoar when the steward would deliver from the win- 
dow in his room, at the after part of the ship, the 
allowance granted. . . . Each mess received d^y 
what was equivalent in weight or measure, hut not 
in quality, to the rations of four men at full allow- 
ance ; that is, each prisoner received two thirds as 
much as was allowed to a seaman in the British 
navy. Our bill of fare was as follows ; on Sunday, 
one pound of biscuit, one pound of pork and half a 
{Hnt of peas ; Monday, one pound of biscuit, one 
pint of oatmeal and two ounces of butter ; Tuesday, 
one ponnd of biscuit and two pounds of salt beef ; 
Wednesday, one and a half pounds of fiour and 
two ounces of suet. Thursday was a repetition of 
Sunday's fare, Friday of Monday's and Saturday 
of Tuesday's. If this food had been of a good 
quality and properly cooked, as we had no labor to 
perform, it would have kept us comfortable, at least 
from suffering. But this was not the case. All our 
food appeared to be damaged." ^ " The cooking for 
the prisoners was done in a great copper vessel that 
contained between two and three hogsheads of water, 
set in brick work. The form of it was square and 
it was divided into two compartments by a parti- 
1 Ac, W. * Ibid-, 101, 102. 
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tioQ. In one of these the peas and oatmeal were 
boiled ; this was done in fresh water. In the other 
the meat was boiled ia salt water taken op from 
alongside the ship. The Jersey, &om her size and 
Ijring near the shore, was imbedded in the mod. 
. . . All the filth that aecomnlated among up- 
wards of a thousand men was daily thrown ovei^ 
board and would remain there till carried away by 
the tide. The imparity of the water may be easily 
oonoeired ; and in this water our meat was boiled." ^ 
" In the morning the prisoners were permitted to 
ascend the upper de«^ to spend the day till ordered 
below at sunset. A certain number, who wete for 
the time called the * working party,' performed in 
rotation tJie duty of bring^g up hammocks and 
bedding for uring, likewise the sick and infirm and ' 
the bodies of those who had died during the night; 
of these there were generally a number every morn- 
ing. After these services it was their du^ to wash 
the decks. . . . About two hours before sunset, 
orders were given to the prisoners to carry all thrar 
things below, but we were permitted to remain 
above till we retired for the night. ... At sunset 
our ears were saluted with the insulting and hateful 
sound from our keepers, of ' Down, rebels, down,' 
and we were hurried below, the hatchways fastened 
over us and we were left to pass the night amid 
the accumulated horrors of sighs and groans, of 
foul vapor, a naoseons and putrid atmoaphere, in a 
» For, 106, 106. 
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stifled and almost snffooatiDg heat The tien of 
holes throogh the sides of the ship were strongly 
grated, but not piovided with glass, aud it was oon- 
sidered a privilege to sleep near one of these aper- 
tures in hot weather. . . . But little sleep, however, 
could be enjoyed even there, for the vermin were 
so horribly abondant that all the personal oleanli^ 
nras we oonld practise would not protect us from 
their attacks." When the dead, sewn in blankets, 
were taken ashore, some of the prisoners went with 
them, *' under a guard, to perform the labor of ii^ 
terment. . . . Here in a bank near the Wallabont 
a hole was excavated in the sand, in which the body 
was put and then slightly covered, the guard not 
giving time sufBoieut to perform this melancholy 
service in a faithful manner. Many bodies would, 
in a few days after this mockery of abnrial, be ex- 
posed nearly bare by the action of the elements." l 

Thomas Androe was also on the Jersey in 1781, 
and says : " When I first became an inmate of 
this abode of suffering, despair and death, there 
were abont four hundred prisoners on board, but 
in a short time they amounted to twelve hundred. 
And in proportion to our numbers the mortally 
increased." ' Dysentery, smallpco, and yellow fever 
were prevalent. " Now and then an American pby- 
sician was brought in as a captive, but if he could 
obtiun his parole he left the ship, nor could we 
much blame him for this. For his own death was 

> Ft*, 109-111. ■ Aadm*, Old Jtntg Oi^tivi, IS. 
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next to eert^ and hia snooeu in Bftving others by 
medicine in our situation was small. I remember 
only two American physicians who tarried on board 
a few Hb-js, No English physician or any one from 
the city ever to my knowledge came near ns."* 
" Our water was good, could we have had eooogh 
of it ; onr bread was bad in the superlative degree. 
I do not recollect seeing any which was not foil of 
living vennin ; but eat it, worms and all, we mnst 
or starve."^ Andros eventnally escaped. Attempts 
to escape from the prison-sh^ were frequent and 
not uncommonly Bucoessful. The crew of the Jersey 
consisted of a captain, two mates, a steward, a cook, 
and about a dozen sailors, besides a guard of ten 
or twelve invalid marines and about thirty aohliers. 
By eluding t^ vigilance of these guards, or perhaps 
bribing a sentry, it was sometimes possible to get 
airay from the ship in a boat or by swimming. 
Upon reaching shore, however, fugitives had many 
difBcnltiea to encounter, especially the unfriendli- 
ness of the tory population of Long Island.' 

The method of exchange for the relief of the 
prisoners' Bufferings was not as generally applicable 
as could have been wished, partly because the sup- 
ply of British in the hands of the Americans was 

1 Ajidm, 16. * IW., 17. 

* Slid., 24 tt ttq. ; Tax, oh. TiiL For othei ezperianaM of pri»- 
otwn, fee Dringp's BteoSt^vna of Jtrtti) Pri$iM 8hg> ; Tkylor't 
Jfortyn in tit Priion-BA^ ; A, Sierbu me , ah. t ; Hut. Mag., Jolj, 
1866 (S^.) 1 Mag. Amtr. Hit,, Muoh, 1ST6, Matthewmu'a 
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inadequate. BritisH prisonerB were released in large 
numberB by their American captors, especially pri- 
VHteersmen, because they had no means of sapport- 
ing them, often, apparently, neglecting to take 
their paroles. Washington stated his views od the 
subject in a letter to the Presideiit of Congress, 
February 18, 1782, saying: " Mr. Sproat's propor- 
tion of the exchange of British soldiers for Amer- 
ican seamen, if acceded to, will immediately ^ve 
the enemy a very considerable reinforcement and 
will be a o<mstant draft hereafter npon the pris- 
oners of war in our hands. It ought also to be con- 
sidered that few or none of the naval prisoners in 
New York and elsewhere belong to the Continental 
service. I however feel for the situation of these 
unfortunate people and wish to see them released 
by any mode which will noti materially affect the 
public good. In some former letters upon this sub- 
ject I have mentioned a plan by which I am certain 
they might be liberated nearly as fast as captured. 
It is by obliging the captains of all armed vessels, 
both public and private, to throw their prisoners 
into conunon stock, under the direction of the com- 
missary-general of prisouers. By these means they 
would be taken care of and regularly applied to the 
exchange of those in the bands of the enemy. Now 
the greater part are dissipated and the few that 
remain are applied partially."' Washington cor- 

' Waikitigton, ix, 444. Sm uecotUtioi* for a gMMial ewtel lot 
the exchange of pruonera, in WM, ii, 1&-65. 
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responded with vaiions British nand oomnuuiden 
during the laat two years of the wu and reoeired 
lepHes from Admital Arbnthnot, Captain Affleek, 
and Admiral THghj, ex^treBsing oonoem at the 
prisoners' plight and a purpose to apply remedies. 
Goteral Carleton also made plans in 1762 to oar- 
reot abuses. The Amethian and British oommissa- 
ries of prisoners, Abraham Skinner and David 
Sproat, also oorresponded fredy on the sabjeots of 
treatment and exchange of prisoners. Whether or 
not as a result of these efforts, conditions seem to 
have improved in June, 1T82, aoooiding to the re- 
port of six American shipmasters on parole, " that 
they had been on board the prison and hospital 
ships to inspect the state of the American naval 
prisoners and found them in as comfortable sitoa- 
tion as it is possible for prisoners to be on board 
ships and muc^ better than they bad an idea of." 
This report was pnblished about two weeks after 
a letter from Washington to Digby on the sub- 
ject.» 

The Americans captured in European waters and 
many also from this side of the ocean were sent to 
prisons in England. The Amerioui Commissioners 
in Paris began early to interest themselves in the 
welfare of these prisoners, and Franklin especially, 
on^ the end of the war, was untiring in his efforts 
to mitigate their hardships. February 23, 1777, 

> Almon, xiT, 262, 263; Oi,dtrd<mk, 283-235, 240-244; Mar. 
Con. iMtr Bonfc, 261, 202 ; MatM. Spg, AngMt S, 1762. 
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began a correspondence of the commiasionen with 
Stoimont, the British ambassador, in regard to the 
exchange of prisonerB, which defined the positums 
of the two nations on the subject at that time. They 
wrote': " Captain Wickes of the Beprisal frigate, 
belonging to the United States of America, haa now 
in his hands near one hundred British seamen, pris- 
oners. He desires to know whether an exchange 
may be made for an equal number of American 
seamen now prisoners in England ? We takq the 
liberty of proposing this matter to your Lordship 
and of requesting your opinion (if there be no im- 
propriety in your giving it} whether such an ex- 
change will probably be agreed to by your Court. 
If your people caimot be soon exdianged here, they 
will be sent to America." * 

No reply was received to this and on April 2 
they wrote again : " We did ourselTes the Hcmour 
of writing some time since to your Lordship oa the 
Subject of Exchanging Prisoners. You did not 
condescend to give us any Answer and tiierefore we 
expect none to this. We however take the Liberty 
of sending you Copies of certain Depositions, which 
we shall transmit to Congress, whereby it will be 
known to your Court that the United States are 
not nnacquainted with the barbarons Treatment 
their People receive, when they have the Misfortune 
<rf being your Prisoners here in Europe. And that 
if yonr Conduct towards us is not altered, it is not 
> Spwki'i Fhaklin, iw, 168. 
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unlikely that Bevere B«prisals maj be thought juB- 
tifiable, from the Necessity of putting some Clwck 
to such abominable Praotioea. For the sake of 
Hnmanity it is to be wish'd that Men would ^- 
deavouT to alleviate as mnoh as possible the una- 
voidable Misseries attmiding a State of War. It has 
been said that among the oi'vilized Nations of Eu- 
rope tbe ancient Horrors of that State are muoh 
diminished, but the Compelling Men by Chuns, 
Sbipee & Famine, to fight against tfaeir Friends 
and Relations, is a new Mode of Barbarity whidi 
your Nation alone has the Honour of inventing. 
And the sending American Prisoners of War to 
Africa and Asia, remote from all Probabili^ of 
Exchange and where they can scarce hope ever to 
hear from their Families, even if the Unwhcdeaome- 
nesB of the Climate does not put a speedy End to 
their Lives, is a manner of treating Captives that 
you can justify by no Precedent or Custom, except 
that of the black Savages of Qtiinea." ^ The f(JIow- 
ing message, unsigned and undated, was received 
in reply: "The King's Ambassador receives no 
applications from rebels but when they come to im- 
plore His Majesty's Meroy." The commissioners 
then dosed the correspondence : " In answer to a 
letter which concerns some of the most material in- 
terests of humanity and of the two nations, Great 
Britain and the United States of America, now at 
war, we received the inclosed indecent paper as com- 
1 &ii;tli'B Franlliit, Tii, SO. 
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ing £rom your Lordship, which we retnm for your 
Lordship's mora mature oonsideratioii." ' 

Stormotit sent copies of the letter of April 2 and 
hia unBigiied reply to Lord Weymouth and with 
them the following : " I send, your Lordship a Copy 
of a very Extraordinary and Insolent Letter, that 
has just been left at my House by a Person who 
called himself an English Gentleman ; I thought 
it by no means Proper to appear to have reoeived 
and kept sneh a Letter, and therefore, My Lord, 
instantly sent it Back by a Savoyard, seemingly 
nnopeued, under Cover to i/ir. Carmichel, who I 
diacovered to be the Person that had brought the 
Letter."" Weymouth wrote to Stonnont April 11; 
" I entirely approve of Hie note Your Excellency 
sent to Mr. Carmiohael with the Letter yon re- 
turned to him. The Style and Subject deserved 
no other treatment." * 

The brig Balton of Newbnryport was taken in 
December, 1776, by the sixty-four-gun ship Baison- 
able. The crew were sent to Plymouth, England, 
where after a while they were tranrferred to the 
Burford of seventy guns, Captain Geoi^ Bowyer. 
Here their {ortanes, which had been hard, made a 
great change for the better. Each man was ^ven 
an out&t of clothes and bedding, provided by the 
capt&in at his own expense. They were well fed 

1 Spnrjb, ii, 107. * Stevent, 1S07 ; Sngth, tU, R6. 

' Steeem, 1503, IBOT, IfilS; Almm, t, S11, 372, 511; HaU, i, 
194-198. 
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and kindly treated. Thu was also the cue in the 
hospital on shore, where the sick had the best oaie. 
After soTeral weeks on the Burford they were trans- 
ferred to another ship and early in Jane, 1777, 
to Mill Prison, near Plymouth, which had been 
prepared for them. They were conmiitted on the 
charge of hi^ treason, to await trial, and oonld 
only be released (m reoeiving the King's pardon. 
Two members of the Dalton's orew, Charles Her- 
bert and Samuel Cntler, kept journals in prison. 
Cntler says the ration " is | lb. beef, 1 lb. bread, 
1 qt. very ordinary beer, and a few greens per man 
for 24 honrs. The beef when boiled weighs abont 
6 oz. This is oar allowance daily, except Satatday, 
when we have 6 oz. obeeae instead of the beef. To 
sleep upon, we have a bammooh, straw bed and one 
very thin rug. . . . We are allowed every day to 
walk in the airing ground from 10 to 12, then 
looked in till S o'clock, then we are let out again 
tall 7 o'clock, then in and looked np for the night." ^ 
Herbert wrote, August 81 : " Many are strongly 
tempted to pick np the grass in the yard aod eat 
it and some pick up old bones in the yard that have 
been laying in the dirt a week or ten days and 
pound them to pieces and suob them. Some will 
jnck up snails out of the holes in the wall and 
from among the grass and weeds in the yard, boil 
them and eat them and drink the broth. . . . Our 
meat is very poor in general ; we scarcely see a 
^ y.K Hitt. a»d Of. B^g., April, 1878. 
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good piece onoe in a month. Many are driven to 
such necessity by want of prorisions that they have 
sold most of the (dothes off their backs for the sake 
of getting s little money to buy them some bread." ^ 
Some of the prisonen were able oocasionaUy to 
earn a few shillings with which to buy extra food 
and other neoeBsities. Andrew Shfirbame, who was 
in Mill Prison in 1782, says there wwe between 
eight hundred and a thousand men confined there 
at that time.^ 

In September, 1777, an improvement began and 
oontinaed for more than a year. This was due to 
oatnde causes and did not indicate any relaxation 
of severity on the part of the government or prison 
aathoritieB. The sympathies of charitable people in 
London and elsewhere had been aroused and a fund 
was subscribed which fnmi^ed extra food and 
ok>thing.' Jonathan Archer wrote to his parents 
from Mill Prison, September -25, 1778: "The 
time seems loi^ and teagons to me ; I shall em- 
brace every opportunity of writing. We have plenty 
of provisions ; the gentlemen have raised a large 
sum of money for the relief of the Americans." * 
Letters of Franklin to correspondents in Sngland 
also did much to excite interest in the prisoners.' 
When (he money that had been raised for their 

I liTwer'a PritmuirM of 1776, 06, 06. 

* A. Skerbwne, 86. For ftn Ei^liih aeeotuit, m« Amtual BegU- 
Ur, xa imS), 78. 

■ Livuer, 68, 70, 91, 02, ee. • StMX Hut. CeB., Jom, IBM. 

• WliarUm,u,4S»,ilO,US,m. 
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ben^t had become exhausted, aboat the end of 
1778, the old ooaditioiiB retnmed. The prisoners 
hunted for rats, and if a di^ strayed in, he was 
immediately killed and eaten. To be pat npon half 
allowance, as many frequently were for punish- 
ment, was to be rednoed nearly to the last ex- 
tremity. KeverthelesB, the health of the prisoners 
as a mle was good, and the death rate, at least for 
the fint two years, compared with that (d the New 
York prison-ships, was very low. Early in 1782, 
however, there was much sickness.* 

After France, Spain, and Holland had become 
involved in the war, the prisoners from those conn- 
tries were better treated than the Americans, whose 
allowance of bread was a third less than theirs. In 
the House of Lords, July 2, 1781, an effort was 
made to place the Americans on an equali^ in this 
respect with the French, Spanish, and Dutch, but 
the proposal was defeated by a vote of forty-seven 
to fourteen. In the course of the debate on the ques- 
tion it was ai^oed " that the diet of prisoners, as 
persons in a state of inactivity, ought to be sparing, 
and that just enough to snstfun life ought to be the 
measure of it ; for t^iat if more than enough was 
allowed, it would render the prisoners unhealthy by 
producing gross humours if they eat it, or if they 
sold what was superabundant, it was probable they 
would buy spirits with it and thereby render them- 
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selves Tuihealthy tmd nnliappy."^ Very touohing 
was this solicitude o£ the Lords for the bealtli of 
the American prisoners. Their old enemies, the 
French and Spanish, might be encouraged to ruin 
their digestions by OTereating, bnt in the case of 
their kinsmen from across the sea, it was not to be 
thought of. 

Captain Ooayngham's experienoes in oapUvi^ 
have been alluded to.^ After his escape he wrote to 
Franklin from the TezeL, December 1, 1779 : " I 
shall acquaint yon of the many Savours I received 
since I became a captive. Ist, in New York, that 
Sir George Collier ordered irons on my legs, with 
a centry on board the ship. Mr. Collier going on 
an expedition ordered me to jaole, there put me into 
the condemned room. The first night a cold plank 
my bed a stone for a pillow. 2d night allowed a 
something to lay on ; in this horrid room was kept 
for eight days without the least morsel of bread, or 
anything but water, from the keeper of the prison. 
, . . After expostulating of the impropriety of 
such treatment, [the jailer] told me he had such 
orders, but woold take it upon himself to release 
me on my ^ving bim my strongest assurances I 
would not make my escape. I readily consented, it 
not beiiig in the power of man to get out of the 
condenmed room. ... In the prison of New York 
I continued till that ^rrant Collier returned. . . . 

* Aimm, zii, 222, W^ ; Mag. Antr. Hut., Jan*, 1882. 

* Sm abore, pp. 310, 377. 
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Then I vas told to get read; to go on boazd tlw 
priBon-ship. . . . Then a pair of criminai irona put 
aa my legs, waght 60 poonds ; at the door, pnt 
into the hangman's oazt, all in form as if hound to 
the gallom. I ms then pat into a boat and took 
alongside the Baiaonahle, ... to be aent to Eng- 
land in the packet. In tho§e Iron§ I was bionght to 
Pendennis Castle. Then not oontented^ th^ man- 
aoled my hands with a nev fashioned pair of rnlEela 
fitted very tite. In this oondition I vas kept ibete 
16 or 16 days, then l»onght to Flymoath and 
lodged in the black hole for eight days, before they 
iroald do me the honoor of oonimitting me m sos- 
picion of high treason on his majesties high seas; 
then pat into Mill prison, where we oommitted 
treason throagh his earth and made oar eee^M. 
This, Sir, is an aoooout of their favors, insults esi- 
oepted. I most aoqoaint your exoellenoy tLat die 
poor unfortunate prisoaers in Plymouth are in a 
most distressed situation." ^ 

Attempts to eooape frcnn Mill Prison were num- 
erooB, aometimee by olimlni^ over the walla, B<mie- 
times by borrowing under them, and somfltimes hy 
bribing sentries, the last generally by offioera who 
had moDey. Among the offloers confined aA this 
place were Captains Manley, Talbot, Johnson, and 
O'Brien, and Lieutenants Dale and Barney. Of 
these the last four escaped, besides Conjmgham ; 
Manley and Talbot made several attempts. Most 

> HaU, i, S49) AlmoK, riU, SMb 
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priaonen' efforts in this direction failed, but in tbe 
aggregate a lai^ number got off and made QiBa 
way to Holland and France. At' Paris tikesy found 
a good friend in Franklin, who gave them money 
and aasistanoe to the extent of his abili^. Tfaoae 
who were oanglit after escaping were brought back, 
confined for^ days in a dungeon called the "black 
hole," and put upon half allowance of food.' Smne 
escaped by entering the British servioe, yielding to 
induoonfflits constantly held out to them. Those 
dobg 80 were oomparatively few in number, and 
most of them were foreigners who had aerred on 
American ships. In December, 1778, over a Inm- 
dred men in Mill Prison ugned an agreemeDt to 
remain loyal to thnr country and under nodT(nim> 
stances to enter the British serrice.' In June, 1778, 
rumors of exchange b^an to be heard, whioh fox 
many months seemed only to hold out false hopes. 
In Septembw, the American CommissuHters in 
Paris wrote to their countrymen in English prisons 
that they had at last " obtained assuraooea inwu 
Dnglaud that an exchange shall t A^^ place." They 
added : <* We have now obtained permission of this 
goremment to put all British prisoners — whether 
taken by otmtinentai frigates or by privateers — 
into the king's prisons, and we are determined to 

> Jd'vuir, C6-60,p<unn, 209-213; Bamty, 81-102; ffBrU*, 
180-IS8 ; Fort Folio, June, 1814 ; 2T. S. Hi,!, and On. Beg., 0». 
tolMT, 1878; JSuuInK. Cell., Jannur, IWB; Xh JfSS^ Fabia- 
•i; 28, ins i Ada^u itSS., Jul; le, 1T80, Jum 6, 1761. 

■ Ltviiet, 161, 1S3, in, 188, 306, 221. 
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treat sooh prisoners precisely as oar countrymen an 
treated in England, to give tbem the same alloT* 
auoeof provisions and aooommodations and no otha. 
We therefore request yon to inform ns with exact-' 
nees what yoor allowanoe is from the government, 
tliat we may govern oonelves aooordingly." ^ It was 
not until March 15, 1779, that hopes of release were 
realized and nine^-seven of the inmates of Mill 
Fiiaon embarked on a cartel bound for France.' 

The brigantine Bising States suled from Boston, 
January 26, 1777, and on April 15 was captured 
in the English Channel by the Terrible, 74, though 
only after a spirited resistance. Two weeks later 
the Terrible arrived at Spithead and the prisoners 
remained on board until June 14, harshly treated 
and on three quarters allowanoe. They were then 
removed to Forton Prison, near Portsmouth, being 
the first Americans to ooonpy it. Th^ experiences 
are told in tiie journal of Timothy Connor, one of 
the crew of the Bimng States. The prison ration 
was three qnart^v of a pound of beef, a pound of 
bread, and a quart of small beer for twenty-foor 
honrs, and some cabbage every other day. Prisoners 
in the black hole, for trying to escape or other mis- 
demeanor, bad six onnoes of beef, half a pound of 

> Wharton, S, 720, 73a 

■ IiKMf, 130, 141, 179, 182, 109, 200, 219, 223, 221, 238; 
Wliarton, iii, 188. Fur ■ootlm' ■Moimt of ooDditum on board ft 
Mosiving-ohip in Pljniaath Eaibor nod in IGll I^iion, im A 
BJurhumt, 76-100; m* alw ioonial of Willum BoaoU in Skgit 
a»d BaOori of Old SaUwi, dM. <rii, liiL 
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biead, and a pint of beer. Five days after entrance 
the prisoners " made a lat^ hole through the wall 
of the prison and eleven made their escape," two 
of whom -wen caaght and bronght back. During 
the first six months more than sixty escaped, about 
half <^ whom were retak^i. December 26, Connor 
mjB: "Now the people begin to use hmnanity 
throaghont England. . . . They begin to use as 
better. There are snbsoription boobs opened in many 
parts of England for our relief." ^ The officers were 
given five shillings a week each and the men two 
shillings. The Beverend Thomas Wren of Ports- 
month took a great interest in the prisoners and 
visited them daily. David Hartley, M.P., one of 
Franklin's English correspondents and aa old friend 
of his, also visited the prison. Besides &a fund 
raised in England, Franklin sent over what money 
he could spare, to be used for the benefit of the pris- 
oners. Much of this was entrusted to an American 
merchant in London named Di^es, who a few 
years later tamed out to be a British spy and a 
defaulter and who embezzled nearly all the money 
he had received for the use of the prisoners.' May 
12, 1T78, Connor wrote in his journal: "Nothing 
to eat t^ese two days but stinking beef. All the 
men in the prison, or at least best part of them, 
carried their beef back and threw it into the cook's 

1 If. E. Hill, and 6m. RtS: I'^J, IS76. 

■ 1Flart(Hi,ti,4ga,iii,623,lT,e28,ai6iir(iIe,i,ah.zi;^omi 
M3B., July 10, 1778. 
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window, and left and went without any." The neat 
day the bad meat was wrrod ^ain, "but by the 
Agent's orders it was sent back again and we got a 
little cheese in the room c^ it." ^ Captain Hinman 
of the Alfred and his officers were brought to Foz^ 
ton Prison in July, 1778, and in leas than a week 
he and sevetal other ofiBcen escaped. September 8, 
fifty-eight prisonen escaped. In March, 1779, 
there were two hundred and fif^-one Americans at 
Foiton. July 2, one hundred and twenty of them 
wwe released by exchange.* 

John Howard, the English prison reformer, wrote 
of Forton: "At my visit, Nor. 6, 1762, 1 found 
there was no separation of the Americans from 
other prisoners of war, and they had the same al- 
lowance of bread, viz: one pound and a half each. 
There were 154 French, SS Dutch and 13S Amer- 
icans. Of these, 12 French, 25 Dutch and 9 Amei^ 
leans were in the hospital. The wards were not 
dean. No regulations hung up. I wdghed several 
of the 6 lb. loaves and they all wanted some onnoes 
in weight."* 

In the West Indies the unhealthfulneas of the 
climate doubtless added to the tribulations of pris- 

1 y. E. Sut. and Oen. Btg., July, 1878. 

* Ibid., April, 1810, to Jul;, 1S78 ; £uec Imt. CnlL, April, 1889 ; 
Mitg. Am»r. fitrt., MHah, 1878, IbUlMwiaui'a MmtiT* ; TFbr- 
(m, iii, 863. For Hwtliar Meaant of Forton I^uon, Me Fammg, 
S0-S8. 

• Jbnr !■•(. CaU., April, 1880, qnoting from Howud'i Butajr 
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oners uid increased the death rate. In 1782, the 
privateer hrig Kev Btoodi of New London was 
captured by a Britiah sloop of war and taken into 
Antigua. One of Hib brig's crew, in a narrative of 
the oruiBe, says : " We were all pat on boaid of a 
prison-ship, which lay in a oore on one side of the 
harbor, where the heat was so severe as to be al- 
most insupportable. Wa were allowed here bat 
barely enoogh to sustain nature, and the water they 
gave us was taken oat of a pond a little back of 
the town, in whieh the cattle and n^roes com- 
ntingled every sort of impurity, aaA which was 
rendered, on this aooouat and from the effect of 
the beat apon it, so nauseoas that it was impossible 
to drink it without holding the nostrils. I soon 
found that life was to be Supported but for a short 
time here and set mys^ tlierefore about contriving 
some way to effect my escape from this floating 
place of misery and torment. The doctor came on 
board every morning to ezunine the sick, and three 
n^ro sextons every night, to bury the dead. Early 
one moming I swallowed tobacco juice and was so 
sick by tlie time the doctor came, that I obtained 
without difficulty a permit from him to go on shore 
to the hospital. I was soon ready to disembark, for 
I had been previously robbed of everything except 
what I had on. After arriving at the hospital, I 
was conducted into a long room where lay more 
than two hundred of the most miserable objects 
JmaginaMe, covered with rags and vermin. I threw 
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myself down on a bunk and after Buffering extremely 
£or some time fiom the eSeots of the tobacco, went 
to slec^, bnt was soon waked by a man-nuTse, who 
told me that there was phygio for me and immedi- 
ately went off to another. I oontrived nnpeic^Ted to 
throw my dose ont of the window and was not 
agMn disturbed, except during the following night, 
vhen I was waked soTeral times by the carrying 
oat of the dead. The sioknets oceasioaed by the 
tobacoo having now ceased, it was still uecessaxy to 
keep up the deception, and accordingly the next 
morning I fogned lameness." A few days later 
this prisoner escaped with two others ; getting poe- 
session of a boat they found their way to Gnade- 
lonpe,! In 1779, the Marine Cooimittee had called 
attentioD to the harsh treatment (A prisoners at 
Antigua and u^^ efforts for their exchange.* 

There appears to be less available material for a 
study of the treatment of British prisoners by the 
Americans. Before France became involved in the 
war the disposal of prisoners taken by Amerioao 
oruisers in European waters was attended with 
difBouldes, because the French government would 
not allow them to be brought into the ports of that 
oonntry, r^arding it as a violation of neutrality 
to receive them. It was, therefore, often necessary 
to release them. Franklin and Deane advised the 
commanders of American ships to take from their 

< Hilt. Xag; Vatamhtr, 1860. 

* Xar. Com. IdUr Bode, 243 (Ootobar SB, 1TI9). 
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prisoners, before letting them go, a signed acknow- 
ledgment oi the fact that they had been oaptnred.^ 
They hoped to secure in return the release of an 
equal namber of American prisoners, bnt tbe Brit- 
ish goTenunent would not admit any obligation in 
such cases, and indeed refused to honor formal 
paroles, except nnder certun circnmstanoea. After 
France had b^on hostilitieB, American vessels could 
bring their prisoners into port, bnt there was no 
provision for their reception ontil, after long de- 
lay, they were admitted into French'priaons. Mean- 
while it was necessary to keep them on shipboard 
under conditions of great discomfort, if not of ao- 
toal suffering. The prisoners brought into Brest by 
the Banger in May, 17T8, were confined many 
months on one of her prizes and made bitter com- 
plunta of their situation. Captain Jones exerted 
himself as far as possible for their welfare, bnt was 
very unwilling to release them without exchange. 
Franklin supplied as well as he could the wants of 
the British prisoners in France. In February, 1780, 
he wrote to one of his English oorrespondenta, en- 
cloring the account of bis agent at L'Orient, " for 
clothing one hundred and thirteen English pria- 
ouers last April," and adding : " Not that I expect 
anything &om yonr government on that aooonnt 
towards olothing such of our people with you as 
may be in want of it. The refusal of compliance 
with the paroles of prisoners set at liberty have 
1 See aboTC, p. 300. 
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tangbt me to flatter myself- no more with ezpeota- 
tiona that a thing may be done beconse it is bnmane 
ta equitable, and nastmable that it sbonld be done. 
I only desire it may be oonstdered as a small but 
grateful acknowledgment, all hitherto in my power, 
for tbe kindness shown by your oharitaUe sabscrip- 
tions to our poor people. It may pwbaps be some 
utisfaotioD to those sabsoribers to know that, while 
th^ tiiougbt only of relieving Americans, tbey were 
at tbe same time oocan<ming some relief to dU- 
tressed En^ishmen.*' ' When tike exchange of 
prisoners had become an eataUished prooednre, the 
number of English in France most have been oom- 
paratively small and their stay short, for the Brit- 
ish policy was to keep many American prisoners ia 
England, bringing them from New York.* 

l^e Cootinwital vessels Beprisal, Lexington, 
and Dolphin made a cruise in the English Chan- 
nel and Irish Sea in 1777 and took several prises.* 
According to a dispatch from Whitehaven, June 
26, 1777, "the people in general speak in the 
warmest terms of the humane treatment they met 
with from the commanders of the Reprisal and 
Lexington, both of whom endeavored to make the 
ntnation of their prisoners as easy as their droom- 
stanoes would admit." * 

1 IPAorini, iii, 623. 

* Auf., ii, 428, eSl, 724, iii, 78, 1S8, 4S1, 535, C86, IT, 410 i SU*, 
1, 351-382 1 SamU, 104, lOG, 148 ; i£<u$. Spy, Jtmarj 4, 1761. 

* See ftbore, pp. 269, 270. 

* Suton QoMOt, OotolMi 6, 1771. 
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Quite different from this was the treatment of 
Captain Richard Cassedy of the British ship Fri»- 
cilla by a prize crew put on board his vessel from 
the American privateer Qeneml MifBin, vhioh cap- 
tured the Friaeilla off the Irish coast in July, 1777. 
All his men having been transferred to tbe Mifflin, 
he was left alone at the meniy of a brutal prize 
orew. " These sons of freedom seized all the cap- 
tain's dothea that were worth anything and £%S 
m flash." He was " bound hand and foot and put 
into oonflnement. In this miserable situation he 
remained until the 19th of July, when his vessel 
was retook by the Union, letter of marque, of 
London. . . . Captun Cassedy was in a very po<v 
state of health . . . and not able to stand, through 
the cruel treatanmt he received. His remaning so 
long bound ocoasioDed his flesh to swell to a shock- 
ing degree. All his prayers and intreaties wece in 
vain ; the inhnTnan tyrants had no oompassion." ^ 

The treatment of British prisoners in America 
varied according to place and oircumstancee. There 
were prison-ships at Boston, Kew IiondtHi, and 
doubtless other towns, and jails on shore were 
ased.3 Captain Henry Barnes and his orew, cap- 
tured with his vessel on the pass^^ from Barba- 
does to England by the American privateer Mont- 
gomery in 1776 and taken to Rhode Island, were 

^ Llraipotd paper qnoted in Wiiliamt, SIO. 
* BoittM Pott, Jons 15, 1782; Mau. Cowt Bte., Jmdhj 20, 
ITTSi JfoM. Btv. BdU*, TiU, ix, sUt. 
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" treated vith the greatest kindnessand oiTilily." * 
A letter from Boeton, in 1777, Bays : " Hard as 
my case may appear to be, I bear it with padence. 
From the 3d day of my oaptirity I have, with 
near ninety others, been confined a dose prisoner 
in a jail at this place lately erected, called the New- 
prison. The Americans treat ob veiy cavalierly. 
The provisiena we are allowed is barely sufficient 
to aabsist on. My effects, to the amount of np- 
wsrds ot 300^ have been taken from me and the 
bed I lie on is a bundle of straw." * A letter from 
Kew London, a few montlis later, says: "They 
behave very well to ns." ^ A better repntation is 
given to Boston by an English shipmaster who 
bad been exchanged. He writes : " The treatment 
of the English prisoners there is exceedingly 
humane and kind." * 

The situation of British marine prisoners at Phila- 
delphia was possibly not always what it should have 
been, though as a rule not bad ; their treatment 
was perbi^ at times, bat only in special instances, 
governed by a spirit of retaliation for the distress 
of Americans on the Kew York prison-ships. Ad- 
miral Arbathnot wrote to John Jay, President d 
Congress, August 80, 1779, ctHnplaining that two 
British officers wei« " in dose and cruel confine- 
ment at FhUaddphia. I request that you will 

I Mmon, W, 169, 160. 

* Londmt Chnmde, SaptonAw 2, ITTI- 

* Ibid., Juury 6, 1778. • Rid., Junkry 8, 1TI& 
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assigii satisfMitory reasons for tliis treatment, that 
no im^oper retaliation may take place here on our 
put." ^ Congress investigated the case of these 
two officers and found the reports of their ill-treat- 
maat nntme. Just at t^is time, on aooouut of the 
barbaiooB persecution of Conyngham in New York, 
the Marine Committee ordered agtunst another 
British officer retaliatory measures which had re- 
cently been voted in Congress, after a vain appeal 
to Commodore Collier.* Arbnthnot wrote to Wash- 
ington, April 21, 1781, again complaining of the 
treatment of British naval prisoners, saying : " Per- 
mit me now. Sir, to reqnest that yon will take the 
proper steps to cause Mr. Bradford, your commis- 
sary, and the julor at Philadelphia, to abate that 
inhumanity which they exercise indiscriminately 
upon all people, who are so unfortanate as to be 
carried into that place. I will not trouble yoo, Sir, 
with a oatalogne of grievances further than to re- 
quest that the unfortunate may feel as little of the 
severities ctf war as the eironmatauoes of the time 
will permit ; that in future they may not be fed in 
winter with salted clams and that tbey may be 
afforded a sufficiency <^ fneL" ' 

At last, in the spring of 1782, Franklin was 
ahle to inform Jay that the British Parliament had 

> Peqt, Cont, Congr., T>, 1, 313 (Angvat 30, 1770). 
* Mv. Com. Letttr Book, 230 (An^mt 81, ITTfl) ; Almon, tiH, 
840, Ml ; Jour. CoiU. Congr., Jnly 17, 20, Saptamlier 17, 1779. 
■ Waikingloii, U, 120, 121. No fnrtliai informadoD nlating to 
it of Britiah priionen tM bean diawmed. 
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passed " an act for exohaDging American prisoners. 
The; have near eleven hundred in the jails of Eng- 
land and Ireland, all committed s^ charged irith 
high treason. The act is to empower the king, not- 
■withatanding sooh oonmiitnients, to consider them 
as prisoners of war, according to the law of nations, 
and exchange them as tnch. This seems to be ^t- 
ing up their pietenaionB of conmdering as as re- 
belliooB sabjeots and is a kind of acknowledgment 
o£ oar independenoe. Transports are now taking 
up to oany back to their ooontry the poor, brave 
fellows who have borne for years their cmel cap- 
tivity, rather than serve our enemies, and an equal 
number of English are to be delivered np in re- 
turn." > The British ministry now ordered the ex- 
change of all American prisonras. A year later, 
April, 1788, came proclamations of the Continental 
Congress and the Bntish oommandezs in New 
York, the latter a day or two in tlie lead, for the 
suspension of hostilities and the release of all prifr- 
oners of war.' 

1 mortaa, T, 824. 

* Rid., 489, 612, Me, 5B6, Tl. 809, 876, m. 
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CHAPTEE XIX 

KAVAL CONDinOHB OP THE RpVOLDTION 

In the study of so olonly oontested a stro^le as 
the Amerioui Bevolutionf ▼heve even a compara- 
tive^ triTial cinniiDstaiLoe might hare toxned the 
soale, it is interesting to examine the factors which 
may have affected the result. In the events that 
took place on the sea perhaps many sooh factom 
tUI be found. Snob ooncliiuoos regarding them as 
may be drawn from the preceding chapters, will be 
more clearly brought out if presented in the coa- 
denaed form of a summary. 

Botli the Americana and the British, while fav- 
ored in some ways, were burdened with encum- 
brances of TariouB sorts. The preponderance of the 
British naral forces in American waters during 
Uie early years <^ the war was so great that for the 
colonists in rehelHoa to oreiocmie it was out of 
the question ; annoyance only was possible. Their 
control of the sea was complete until challenged by 
the French in 1778. The British had much larger 
ships than the Americans, which meant tJiat they not 
only carried more guns, but far heavier ones ; the 
thirty-two-gon frigate was the largest we had in com- 
mission. Ship for ship also we were overmatched by 
the British with tiieir ships more fully uLanned and 
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their ofBcers and men thorooghly trained. The rav 
material for their crews was certainly no better and 
probably not as good as that famished by the 
fishermen and seafaring population of New Enghmd 
and other colonies, bnt the immense advantage of 
organisation, of centories of nulitaiy discipline, of 
naval tradition and eapi^t de corps, was theirs. 

The British, however, were embarrassed with 
diffioolties which in large degree offset their sape- 
riority in force. Operating in a hostile ooontiy, 
their naval stations, even those most secar^ and 
permanently held, as New York, were imable to fur- 
nish snfSoient stores and supplies ; and these necesu- 
ties had to be brooght from England, subject to eap- 
tnre by Amerioaa cruisers and {mvateers and require 
ingtbediver»on of aoonsiderable partof their armed 
force for oonvoy. Owing to the incompetency or 
indolence of some of the British fleet commanders, 
thdr available offensive force was used with less 
effect than might have beoi the case. Jealousy and 
qoarrels among the admirals also ooDtribnted to 
this result. Official oorrupdon in British docbTards 
and naval stations, defective organization, and the 
waste of money and supplies interfered seriously 
with efficient naval administration. The navy lost 
large nambers of men through desertion and death 
from disease. It will thus be seen that the ciroom- 
stances surrounding the British navy during that 
period were sufBoiently complicated. The entry of 
other powers into the conflict naturally increased 
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veiy mnoh the perplexities of England's ntoft- 
tion.' 

Turning to onr own side, there was little to help 
oat ibo slender resooroes o£ the Americans heyond 
the advantage of operating in home waters and 
along shores inhabited by a friendly people and of 
a general aptitude for the sea, no greater, however, 
than that of their adversaries. The poverty of the 
Continental government, if not of the oomttry, pre- 
elnded uiything lihe a strong naval organization, 
and the weakness of Congress, together with lack 
of ezperienoe, made efficient administration prac- 
tically impossible. For want of money and of avail- 
able workmen the construction and repur of ships 
Taa painfolly slow. On this account th^ were fr&- 
qnenUy kept idle in port months at a time, nearly 
a whole season, perhaps, while cruises planned for 
them were prevented, postponed, or only partially 
oarried out The obstacles enoonntered in manning 
the Continental ships were equal to those which 
hindered their fittingont. The needs of the army and 
the attractions of privateering, especially the latter, 
drew so heavily on the seafaring population that cap- 
able men for the r^nlar naval service were soaroe. 
The result was that after almost interminaUe dday 
a ship wonld be obliged to go to sea with a orew 
deficient both in numbers and in quality, made ap 
of material in Ia^;e part not only inferior, but 

* Sm Clmiidiv, m, 219-283, 840-S12; mud mbore, pp. 5!^«8, 
619. 
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aonietmies dangeionB, if, as was often the case, it in- 
cluded British prisoners who were willing to enlist. 
In suflh ships' companies a mntinons spirit prerailed, 
with occasional serions effects. Fnrthermore the 
offloers of the naT^, while generally good seamen 
and not laddng in coorage, were without military 
training, and thns apt to he deficient in martial 
qualities and incapable of rising to the occasion at 
critical moments. The responsibility of an inde- 
pendent command, even of a single vessel on an 
important serrice, was often too much for such 
men. It is hardly necessary to add, howerer, that 
there were some notable exceptions. 

As a conseqnenoe of these impediments the Amec^ 
kans never possessed a r^^nlar naval force capable 
of acting offensively against the enemy in any ef- 
fective way. The Continental navy, therefore, na- 
turally resorted to the readiest means of injuring 
the enemy, that is, by preying upon his oommeroe. 
The state navies and privateers were of course en- 
gi^;ed in the same pursuit ; and tlus, with convoy 
dnfy upon occasion, formed the chief oocnpatifm of 
the entire sea force, public and private, of the 
country. Engagements with regular British men-of- 
war were exceptional and coDUucmly accidental. 

The futility of commerce destroying as a military 
measure of first importance has been pointed oat 
by naval authorities. " It is doabtiess a most im- 
portant secondary operation of naval war, and is 
not likely to be abandoned till war itself shall cease; 
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bat regarded as a piitnaiy and fnndamental meai- 
nre, sufficient in itself to crush an enemy, it is 
piobaUy a delnsioii." ^ The injury inflicted upon 
Enghmd, though lai^ in the ablegate, was not 
disabling. Fart of this predatory wariaie eonristed 
in the interoeptioQ of the enemy's transports, con- 
veying troops and warlike supplies, vhich were a 
godsend to our anny and the loss of which was 
sererely fdt by the British ; this perh^w was of too 
nearly a military nature to be classed as ordinary 
oommetoe destroying. During the early years of 
the war especially, such captures were of the ut- 
most value to the American cause. 

There were probably more than two thousand 
American vessels employed in privateering during 
the Berolution.' Privateers accomplished much in- 
dependently in scouring the sea, but were iU adapted 
for oruisiiig in squadrons and fsiled in nearly all 
attempts at cooperation with r^ular ships or with 
each other. One half the men, money, and enei^ 
absorbed in privateering, if it could have been put 
into a strong, well-organized Continental navy, 
would have provided a force able to act offensively 
against the British navy to some purpose. The 
other half, devoted to privat«ering, would have been 
aUe to accomplish more in destroying commerce 
&aa all the privateers actually did, and would have 

1 Malum, 689. Sm bIw Ptoc U. 8. IfoBtd Int., niii (1897), 
412. 
* Sm abon, pp. 18, 47. 
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anffezed fewer losses, beoatue of the protection af- 
forded by a strong, regular navy against British 
OToisers. Speenlating as to what might have been 
has a piBCtioal interest and value when a choice of 
altematiTefl depends upon an aoindent or train of 
oironmstances which might have happened other- 
wise. In the case under disonssion, however, the 
fundamental conditions were snoh as to pnt any 
sach rearrangement of naval power as that sug- 
gested so entirely oat of the qneetion that there re- 
mains no room for regret on the score of mistakes 
which could have been tectified. It is necessary to 
look at the events of the past frmn the point of 
view of the time and the pemons concerned. In this 
case the temperament of the people, private inteiv 
ests, the sentiment of local independence and fear 
of centralized militaty power, the lack of aothori^ 
on the part of Congreas, the hopelessnesB of raisii^ 
the neoessary money, are at once eridrait to the 
student of this pmod of our biBtoiy. Privateering, 
moreover, was thoroi^hly believed in as a means 
of striking at the enemy's vitals. Under the cir- 
oomstances, therefore, it is obvious that a small, 
weak navy was one of the necessary conditions of 
Uie war and that a vigorous ofFense npon the sea 
was not in the nature of things. 

When it is once admitted that an aggresmve 
policy, aimed at the British fleets in American 
waters with any reasonable chance of guning naval 
Bupremacy, was not to be expeabed, we are better 
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prepared to onderstacd and to accept philosophic- 
ally the gradual dwindling oE the GootiDental navy, 
always in the preaence of a superior force, the loss 
of ship after ship, the ahnost inevitahle reonrrenoe 
of disaster ; a dismal record, to be sure, bub not dis- 
creditable, and relieved by a few sooorases and 
brilliant episodes. At the same time we can better 
appreciate what was aetnally accomplished by the 
American marine as a whole, how mnch it really 
contributed to the cause of independence. The in- 
jury to British commerce was sufBoiently serious to 
aid materially in rendering the war unpopular in 
England ; insurance rates rose to an unprecedraited 
figure, and the available sources from wbiob rev^ 
enue might be derived by taxation were nearly 
exhausted. The shores of the British Isles were 
harassed as never before or sinoe by the repeated 
visits of American naval cruisers and privateers, 
and the seacoast population alarmed. An active and 
regular oranmeroe was carried on between the United 
States and continental Europe, providing the latter 
with American products and furnishing the new 
nation with much-needed money and supplies. Com- 
munication was kept open with France, diplomatic 
correspondence maintained, and public men of 
both countries crossed and reorossed the ocean re- 
peatedly, Henry Laurens being the only one of 
prominence to be captured. All this intercourse, 
moreover, prevented the isolation of America, and 
kept alive the interest and sympathy of Europe. 



:.bv Google 



ees NAVAL mSTOBT OF THE BBTOLUTIOH 
Contmemtal Bhips aided thu tnffio by fomuliiitg 
ooDToy through the danger wne off the -Ajnerioan 
coast and also by taking an aotire part in it. Many 
a oai^ of tobaooo from Amerioa and of military 
■tores from France, and many ministerB and diplo- 
mado agents, were oonTeyed in Coniinental frigates. 

A rigoronfl blockade of the American coast from 
the beginning of the war, as was recommended hj 
Lord Barrington, might faaTe sappressed this oom- 
meioe, and would probably faaTC strangled the r^ 
bellion of the oolonists in its infancy, without the 
help <^ the army.^ K at any time during the early 
yean the English had been alert, enteiprimng, and 
aggressive in the ose of their great naval reaonroes, 
they should have been [able to crush or at least 
greatly to cripple this traffic. Presumably the main 
reason for its comparative immnnity is to be bou|^ 
in rtia snpinenees of British tulmiTi^ li ; and in ad- 
ministrative vices of the Admiral^. 

Although the fortunes <rf oar American marine 
chiefly coDCOTD as, a glance at the general naval 
war of 1778 is essential to the completeness of the 
subject. With her control oi the tea threatened, 
the policy for England to adopt was a matter <A 
Tast importance. A foremost naval authority has 
said : " The key of the sitnation was in Enrc^ie, and 
in Europe in the hostile doc^ards." England's 
" one hope was to find and strike down the enemy's 

1 8m •!»?•, p. 18; ■!» pp. 188,160,891,384, foe otlwr pio- 
JM«iirfaCKn«b«aat>iB. 
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naivy. Nowhere was it so oeibunly to be found as 
in its home ports ; nowhere so easily met as inuna- 
diatelf after leaving them." ^ But the opportuiity 
was lost, and it was neoeflsary for England to pur- 
sue her enemy to distant seas, leaving an inadequate 
force in home waters. Luckily for Eagland, the 
European allies ftuled to take advantage of her mis- 
takes. Instead of tudng their superior force for a 
vigorous offense, they seemed ever bent on a defens- 
ive attitude; justified, perhiqiB, and oertainly so 
from their point of view, hj ulterior strat^io oon- 
sideraticmB. However that may be, the Frenidi and 
Spanish, through laok of cooperation, through dil^ 
tory taotics, and &r various reasons, either avoided 
thmr enemy or failed to s^e opportunities as they 
occurred. Their plans for the invasion of England 
oame to nothing, and their operations in America 
and the West Indies were generally disappointing 
and abortive, becaose of their failure to seek out 
and strike tiie enemy.* Their naval supremacy, 
therefore, was most of the time potential only, al- 
though by no means for t^t reason without effect. 
It finally became actual and dedsive at one oritaoal 
juncture, when a fortunate train of circumstances 
secured the control of Chesapeake Bay. Fortunate, 
indeed, .jras this event for the American cause, for 

iUaham,S26. For dkooMkn of thia nbJMt, (M Auf^ 416-U8, 
S27-Ue. 
■ Rid., 535-639; Proc U. B. Ifavai £ul., ndi (UOO), 078) 
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whose soocess the temporary po aww aion of sea power 
was iadispensable. 

To revert, in oonclnsion, to the maritime adueve- 
ments of the Bevolutionists, it wonld appear that 
keeping open the inteTcoarse with Continental £n- 
lope, especially France, and the diversion of snppUea 
from the British to the American army, were the 
most Taloable services performed by the AmericaD 
aimed forces afloat, public and private, during the 
war ; the injury done to the British navy being almost 
n^ligible, and to British oommeroe £sr from di^ 
abling, to say the least, although not without effect 
in the general result. It is certain that the Bevolu- 
tion wonld ham failed without its sailors. In spite of 
its sbortoomingB, the record of the American ma- 
rine during this critioal period was an honorable one. 
Many ofGoers, through the e^qierienoe of naval waz^ 
fare acquired on board r^ular cmiserB and privi^ 
teers, were qualified to enter the national service a 
few years later, upon the reestablishment of the 
Navy. 
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I 

SOUSCEB OF mFOBHATION 

This list indades moet of th« aatboridee eotiBDlted. Tha 
abbrevintioiia nsed in tiie footnotes are here indicated. 
Othsr Torks, cited only once or twice, are also raf ened 
to in f ootnotea. 



Jotmiala of the Conliiiental Congress. Edited hy Wor- 
thington C. Ford and GalUard Hont WaaUngton, 
1904-1912. [Jour. Cont. Congr.'] 

Contain mneh naval information. 

American ArchiTes. CompDed by Peter Force. Series 
IV, Tola, ii to Ti, and V, vols, i to iii. Washington, 
1837. lAm. Arek., IV, ii, etc.] 

A very important eooree, oontuning a vast amount 
of material ^or the years 1775 and 1776. In tran- 
scribing doonmento, occasional errors have crept in. 

The Bevolntionaiy Diplomatic Correspondence of the 
United States. Edited by Frands Wfaarton. Wash- 
ington, 1889. {WharUm.1 
Usefol for operations in Earopean waters. 

B. F. Stevens's Facsimiles of Mannscripts in European 
Archives Belatmg to America, 1773-1783. London, 
1889-1896. I8tevm»j\ 

Correspondence of French and British ministers 
Biul others relating to nentrali^, American naval 
emisers and privateers, etc. 
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Extnwti Relating to the Origin of th« Ameiicu N«rj. 

Compiled by Henr^ E. Waite. Borton, 1890. 

Doonments and lotten chiefly nlating to Wadun^ 

ton's fleet in Masaachnietts Bay. 
The Jooraala of Each Frorincial Congrew of HaoM^ 

ehaaette in 1774 and 1776, and of the Committee of 

SafetjT. Boab», 1838. 
Jonmala of the Honae of BepraaentadTea of MnMnnhn 

■etta, 1775-1783. Contemponuy print 
The Acta and BeaolTea, Fnblio and Private, of the Piov- 

inee of the Maasaehnaette Bay. ToL t. Boefam, 1886. 
Acts and ReBolves of MassachiiMtte, 1780-1783. Boe- 

ton, 1890. 
Beeords of the Colony <^ Rhode Ldand and Fraridenee 

PlanUtiona. ProTidenoe, 1856-1865. 
Fnblie Recoidi of the Colony of Conneeliait. Hart- 
ford, 1890. 
Fnblie Becorda of the State of Connectient. Hartford, 

1894. 
Journals of the Provincial Congress, Provincial Con- 

vention, Committee of Safe^ and Conndl of Safety 

of the State of New Tork. Albany, 18^. 
Pennsylvania Archives, Second Series. Vol. i. Harris- 

ba^, 1874. 
Pennsylvania Colonial Records. Philadelphia, 1852. 
MarfUnd Archivee. Baltimore, 1883-190L 
The Remembrancer, or TtnpnTri^l Repository of PnMie 

£ventB. [Annnal. Edited by J. Almon.J London, 

1775-1783. [Atmon.'] 

Contains many official reports and letters ; a vary 

nsefnl sonree. 
A History of All the Engagements by Sea and I^nd 

that h^ipened in America and Europe and the East 
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■nd Watt Indies daring the Ameriean Berolntion. 
MuicbeBter, 1787. 
HmIc np chieBj ai reports of Brituh offlcen. 

ffiBtorietil Hftnnseripte Conmiisdon. Fourteenth Ba- 
pott, Appendix I, Dako of Bntlknd. 1891. Amer- 
ioui Muitucripts in the BoTal InatitatiDD. VoL L 
1904. VftriooB CoQectioiu. ToL ri. 1909. Mann- 
KsriptB of Mrs. Stopford-SackviUe. ToL ii. 1910. 

[^HiaL Man. (7obi.] 
These British collections of mannseripts, printed 
in recent years, eontaun many references to American 
tUTSl afFurs. 

A Calendar of John Paol Jones Mannseripts in the 
library of Congress. Compiled by Cliarlea Henry 
Uncoln. Washington, 1903. 
Fall outline of letters, witb eztnuiU. 

Calendar of the Correspondence of George Washing- 
ton. Prepared from tbe Original Mannseripts in die 
library of Congress by John C. Fitzpatrick. Wash- 
ington, 1906. 

Naval Records of the American Berolntion [Calendar], 
prepared from tlie Originals in the Library of Con- 
gress by Charles Henry Lincoln. Washington, 1906. 
Contains a list of nearly 1700 letters of marqne 
issaed by Congress, giving iJie name of each Tessel, 
with other information. These calendars, as an aid 
in Bonsnlting the mannseripts in the library of Con- 
gress, are indispensable. 

Sittories 
Narrative and Critical History of America. £dited by 
Jnstin ^iDsor. Vols, vi and rii Boston, 1887, 1888. 
[Narr. and Crit. Hiet."] 
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CoBtaina in cotennTa bibUognphy, witJi critical 
discoarioQ of sntlioTitiM. 
The Ameriean Nation. Edited hy Albert Biuhndl 
Hart YoL iz. The American Berolntion. By C. H. 
Vaniyne. New Tod, 1905. 
A Hirtoiy of th* United Statw. B7 Edvard Cbaaning. 
y«L iii. Hu Amerioui BartdDtion. New York, 
1912. lOianmngJ] 

Contuas the remits of the latest researches in the 
Bevolntionaiy period. 
SUtistieal Historj of the Navy of the United States. 
By Lieutenant George F. Emmons, U.SJI. Wash- 
ington, 1863. 

Lisia of Continental nary, of captures, and of 
priTateera. 
A Contribotion to the BibHogn^y <tf the Hiifany <J 
the United States N»Ty. Comi^led by Charles T. 
Harbeck. The BiTendde Press, 1906. 
Statistical uid Chronological History of the United 
States Navy. 1776-1907. By Robert Wilden Nocmt. 
New York, 1909. [Ifeesor.) 

Contains a most exhaostive bibliography and lists 
of captures. 
Nnnd History of the United States. By Tliomas Clark. 
Philadelphia, 1814. ^Clark.^ 

The author derired some of his information direetiy 
from actors in the scenes described. 
United States Naval Chroniole. By Charles W. Golds- 
boron^ Wasliington, 1824. 

Gires lists of officers and other data. 
Battles of the United States by Sea and Land. By 
Henry B. Dawson. New Tork, 1858. [Dawaon.] 
Official reports and very copious Teferecces. 
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BSstorj of Ou Nairj of the United States of A 
Bjr J. Fenimora Cooper. Londoo, 1839. 

Pictorial Field Book of the Revolution. B7 Benson J. 
Lotting. New York, 1860. 

The Nbtjt of \&b Amerioftn Bevidation. By CharlM 
Oacv Faallin. Chiciiga, 1906. [Fauliuh] 

Givea «n ezceadin^y valnable acooDnt of the oi> 
ganixatioD and adininiitration of the Continental navy 
and of the atate navies, with fall references. It eoo- 
tains a vast amotmt of information hitherto pnotieally 
inaeoesnhle and is indispensable for the stodent of 
tJussabjeet. 

Diplomatiff Negotiations of Amerieaa Naval OfBeers. 
By Charles Oecar FanOin. Baltimore, 1912. 

The Inflnenee of Sea Power apon Hisbuy. By Captun 
A. T. Mohan, IT.S JT. Boeton, 1890. [Mohan.] 

Naval Strategy. By Captain A. T. Hahan, IT.S.N. 
Boston, 1911. 

The Annual Begister. London, 1775-1783. 

The First A™.ri..Mi Civil War. By Henry Beleber. 
London, 1911. [fefeAer.] 

England under the Hanovraiaas. By 6. Gnxi Robert- 
sou. New York, 1911. 

Naval Chronology. By Isaae Sotmnberg, B.N. Lon- 
don, 1802. i^ehomberff.'} 
Gives valnable statiatiM. 

Naval and Military Memoirs of Gnat Britun. By 
Robert Beataon. London, 1804. 

Naval Battles of Great Bribun. By Charles lados, Bear 
AdnuraL London, 1828. 

Battles of the British Navy. By Joseph Allen, KJS. 
London, 1868. 

The Boyal Navy. By 'William Lurd Clowes. Chapter 
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xxxL B7 A. T. Malian. Cluptar zxziL B7 H. W. 

Wilson. Boaton uid Lcmdon, 1898. ICloum.'] 

A Short Hutoiy of the Bajti TSarj. By D»Tid Hao- 
nfty. LondiMi, 1909. {^HoMmtf/jy 

GivM mneh infomudioii mpecting Britiah lutnl 
wbninutration uid conditions in llie nny. 

Pablieatio&s of the Nstj Becords Soeie^. ToL iii, 
Hood's Letters. VoL ti. Journal of Be«r-Admiral 
Junes. Vols, xxix and xxxr, Instntetions and Si{^ 
nalfl. By J. S. CorbetL Vi^ xxxii and xxxriii, Ba^ 
ham Papers. Lcmdon, 1895-1911. [Kav. Bee. Soe.] 
Hiese volnmee oontun mneh original "■■'■"■i^i of 
groat Talne. 

fiistoiro do la Uarino Fran^faise pendant la Gnene de 

rind^pendanoa AmAieaine. Par £. Cheralier. Paris, 

1877. IChooaUer] 

Conbuns extracts from cffieial letters and sh^' 

joomals. 

Histoire de la participation de la Fnuiee k V AaUise^ 
meat des ^tat^-ITnis d'Am&icpie. Far Henri Donid. 
Paris, 1886. IDmuoL^ 

Franklin in France. By Edward Ererett Hale and E. E. 
Hale, Jr. Boston, 1887. [ffaU.] 

A History of American Privateen. By Edgar Stanton 
MaeUy. New Tork, 1899. 

Bhode Island PriTateers and PriTateeramen. By W. P. 
Sheffield. Newport, 1883. 

History of Uie larerpool PrivateerB. By Gomer Wil- 
liams. IdTorpooI, 1897. IWilUame.'} 
Contains letters and eztracta from contemporary 
newspapers. 

Economie and Soeial History of New England. By Wil- 
liam B. Weedeu. Boston, 1890. 
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B«volatii>iiu7 Ineidenta of Suffolk uid Kings GoandM 
with an Aooonnt of the British Pmons and Prtsoa- 
Shipa at New York. B7 Henry Onderdonk, Jr. New 
York, 1S49. {^Onderdonk.^ 

Contuiu eztTMta from contemporary letters and 
newspapers. 

UartyTB to the Bevolation in the British Prison-iShipsin 
the Wallabont Bay. [By G«orge Taylor]. New York, 
1855. 

Some Acconnt of the Capture of the Ship Anrora. By 
Philip Freneau. New York, 1899. 

History of Castine, Fenobaeot, etc By George Aagnstna 

Wheeler. Bangor, 1876. [TFA«eZer.] 

Documents relating to the Penobscot Expedition. 

Detail of Some Particnlar Serrieee performed in Amer- 
ica, 1776-1779, compiled from jonroals kept aboard 
the Ship Bainbow. By Ithiel Town. New York, 1836. 

Biographiei 

' Writings of George Washington. Colleeted and Edited 

by Worthington Chaonoey Ford. New York, 1889. 

[ WaahtTigtoa.^ 

The Works of John Adams. By Charles Francis Adams. 

Boston, 1863. [Adanu.^ 

The Wri^ngs of Benjamin Franklin. Edited by Albert 

Henry Smyth. New York, 1906. 

Writings of Thomas Jefferson. Collected and Edited by 

Paul Leicester Ford. New York, 1892. IJefferxm.'] 

life and Correspondence of John Paul Jones. £By 

S. Sands.] New York, 1830. [Sande.^ 

Life and Character of John Paul Jones. By John Heniy 

Sherburne. New York, 1851. ISherbume.;} 

These two books oontaia many of Jones's letters. 
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Tha lofe of Pmnl Jone*. By Alexander SUdell Ha«- 
kenzie, U.S.N. New Tork, 1840. IXdeketUM.'] 

MAnoire do Paul Jonea, iexita par Ini-mSme en ang^ua 
et tradohs sous aea jenx par le eitoyen Andr^. Paris, 
1798. 

Faol Jones, Foander of the Ammican Navy. By Ai^ 
gnstoi a BoelL New Toik, 1900. 

Uentioned only ior tbe pnrpoM of warning tbe 
reader of naval hiftoiy agunst it as a fabrieadon. 
Hade np lai^^ely of apnriona doeoments ingnuomly 
eoneoeted by the aothor, it has deceWed many, al- 
though often exposed by Tarions investigators. 

Publications of the Naval History Soeiety. Vol. i. Hw 
Logs of the Serapis, Alliance, Ariel nnder the Com- 
mand of John Paul Jones. Eldited by John S. Barnes. 
New Yo^ 1911. 

Contains biographical matter. The Society's second 
Tolnme (1912) , under the same editorship, is a i«print 
of the life of Nathaniel Fanning, listed below. VoL 
iii, now in press (December, 1912), is The Despatches 
of Molynenx Shuldham, Vice-Admiral of the Blue 
and Commander-in-Chief of His Britannic Majestr's 
Ships in North America, Jannary-Jnly, 1776. Edited 
hy Bobert W. Neeser. New York, 1913. 

Memoirs of the Life of Captain Nathaniel Fanning, an 
American Naval OfBeer. New YoA, 1808. 

[.yiMwinji.] 

Esek Hopkins, Command er-io-Chief of the Continental 
Navy. By Edward Field. Providenee, 1898. 

l^ffopJcim.'] 

Commodore John Barry. By Martin I. J. Griffin. Phil*. 
delphia, 1903. [Bony.] 

The Life of Samnet Tneker, Commodora in tha Ameri- 
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ean Berolntion. By John H. Sheppud. Boston, 
186S. [2Ve£0r.] 

lifo of Klu TUbot By Heniy T. TndKnnaa. New 
York, 1860. [Ife»ofc] 

An Hiatorical Sketch to the End ol the BsTolntioiuuiy 
War of the Idle of SUm Talbot New York, 1803. 

Fablished the same year in London under a differ- 
ent title. 

Life of Captain Jeremi^ O'Brien. By Rev. Andrew Jf. 
Sherman. pUOTristown], 1902. [O'jSrten.] 

Biographical Memoir of the late Commodore Joshna 
Barney. By Hary Barney. Boaton, 1882. IBarney.'] 

Hoses Brown, Captain, U.S.N. By Edgar Stanton Mae- 
lay. New York, 1904. 

tht Adrentores of Ebenecer Fox in the Ben^tioBary 
War. Boston, 1847. ^tixc.'} 

Uemoirs of Andrew Sherbnme, a Fanuoner of the Navy 
of tJie Revolation. By Himself. Frovidence, 1831. 
[ji. SherbumeJ] 

Tie Old Jersey Captive, or a Narrative of the Captivi^ 
of ThiNnas Andros. Boston, 1833. lAndrot.} 

Tlie Prisoners of 1776. A Belie of the Berolntion. By 
Bev. R. Uveeey. Compiled from the Jonmal of 
Charies Hubert Boston, 1854. [ZAvesey.] 

Captain Thomas Dring. Beeollections of Jersey I^isoa- 
Ship. Morrisania, 1866. 

Narrative oi Joehna Davis. Boston, 1811. [i>rirVM.] 

Hie Original Jonmal of General Solomon Lovell, kept 
during the Penobscot Erpedition, 1779. Pnblishedby 
the Weymouth Historical Sooiety, 1881. 

Diary of Eira Oreen, U.D., Snrgeon on board the Con- 
tinental Ship-of-War Banger. Edited l^ Commodoro 
G. H. Preble, U-S.N. Boston, 1876. 
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Bcprintad ban Hie New England Hutorickl ud 
6wteaI<^CBl Be^ster. 
Colonel WiUiun Bndfonl, the Patriot Printer of 1776. 
By John WiUiun Wallice. PhiUdelphU, 1884. 

ConeBpoftdenee and Joonuls of Samuel Bl>ehk7 Webb. 

Edited hy Worthington C. Ford. Hew Torit, 1893. 
Letters from Sir George Biydgee, now Lord Bodnay, to 

Hie Ifajeety'a SEniMers. London, 17S9. 

(Some of the more notable srtidea ue mentiimed.) 
Colteotioiu and FroeeediBg* of the Mune Historual 

Sooietf. 
Froeeedingi of the Hauaohnaetta ffiatorieal Soeie^. 
Fablicationfl of the Rhode Island Hiatorieal Soeie^. 
January, 1901. Papera of William Vernon and tiw 

Navy Board. 
Bhode laland Hiatorieal Magazine. 

Joly, 1886 — January, 1887. Journal of J<dm Tn- 

▼ett, U.S.N. 
Historical Collections of the Eaeex Institate. 

Janoary, 1909. The Nanl Career of Captain Jdm 

Hanley.of Marblehead. By Robert £. Peabody. 
Jannary-October, 1909. Becorda of the Tic&-Ad- 

miralty Court at Halifax, K. S. 
Becorda and Papers of the New London Comity Hi» 

torieal Society. 
New England Hiatorical and Genealo^eal Blister. 
New Hampahire Genealogical Record. 
Collecdons of the New ToA Historical Society. 
New York Genealogical and Bic^raphical Beeord. 
PennaylTania Hi^^ine of History and Biogr^hy. 
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Vu^nis HiatoriMi R^jirter. 

Virginik Mi^azine of History and Bic^^pl^. 

Sonth Carolinft Historical and Genealogical Magazin*. 

The American Hiatorical Beview. 

Jal7, 1903. Sl £iutatiaa in the American B«Tola- 
tion. ^ J. Franklin Jameson. 

Ootober, 1904 Non Seotiaand Kew England dar- 
ing the Bevolntion. By Emily P. Weaver. 
Historical Afagarine. 
American Histttrical Record. 
Magazine of American History. 
Magazine of History. 
American GathoHc Historical Researdiea. 
Military and Naval Magasine of the United State*, 

1833-1836. 
Naval Magaidne, 1836. 
United States Naval Inititnte Proceedings. 

No. 79 (1896). Howe and lyEstung. A Stndy 
in Coast Defense. By Commander C. F. Goodrich, 
U.S.N. 

No. 83 (1897). T\m Sailor in the Revolntion. By 
Commander C. F. Goodrich, U.S.N. 

No. 99 (1901). The Coast in Warfare. By lieu- 
tenant-Commander J. H. Sears, U.SJT. 

No. 126 (1908). The True Stoiy of the America. 
By Robert W. Neeser. 

No. 139 (1911). American Privateers at Dnnkerqne. 
By Henri Malo. Translated by Stewart L. Mims. 
The United Service. 

Joly, 1896. Letters of FanI Jones. 
October, 1906. Campaign of ^ofr^Admiral D'Gs- 
hung. By Q. Lacour-OayeL Translated t^ Chaplun 
T. G. Steward, U.&A. 
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The earlier namben of this tnagwaite eontoin ww 
entl biographiml Bketeliea of naral officers. 
The Port Folio. 

Biographieal sketehea of iw«l offieon. 
Sontfaem Liteiaiy MoMenger, 

Juiau7 — April, 1857. The Virginift 'Sw.tj of dw 
BeToIntioii. 
Hont^s Aterohuitfl' WngiiHTu*- 
AtlaoliD Uonthlf . 

September and October, 1861. Joamal of a Frii^ 
teeranan, 1711. [Edited b; Charlea Saiot Iforton.] 

December, 1887. Paul Jonei vaA the Armed Nea- 
traliljr. Bjr John Fiske. 
The Cetttiuy Magazine. 
New England Magaiine. 
Soribnet's Magaiine. 

Febraai7, Jnlf, and Angoat, 189S. Aitielee hj Cap- 
tain ynii^" on Xialce Champlain and John Faiil Jonea* 
ebonite Monthly. 

1881 and 1882. Log of the Banger. 
TheOatlook. 

Jannarjr 3, 1903. Jamei Bamea on Cmiyni^iain'i 
Loat Comminian. 
Maaaachaaetts Magasine. 

1908-1912. The Haaaashnaetta ^ktj. By F. A. 
Qardner. 

The Boaton Gaaette and Coontty Joamal (Wateitovn 

and Botton). 
The New England Chroniele ; name changed in S^ttem- 

ber, 1776, to Independent Chronicle (Cambridge and 

Boston; had formerlj been Um Ebbkc Qasette of 

Salem). 
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Hm Contimntal Journal and Weekly AdTeitiser (Bos- 
ton). 
The iDdependeat Ledger and Amerioan AdTertiaer 

(Boflton). 
The Evening; Fort and General AdverlueT (Borton). 
The MaMaehiuetts Spy, or American Oracle of liberty 

(Woroegter). 
The Salem Gazette. 
The ConnectioDt Conrant and Hartford Weekly Intelli- 

genoer. 
The Conneeticot Gaiette and TTniTeraal Intelligencer 

(New London). 
The Boyal Gacette (New Torii). 
The B«^ American Ghuette (New Toil:). 
The New York Packet and American Adrertiser (Fiak- 

kill). 
The Pennsylvania Gazette. 
Donlap's PennsylTania Paeket, or the G^end Adver- 

tieer. 
The PennByWania Evening Poet 
The Freeman'e Jonmal, or North American LitelUgescer 

(Philadelphia). 
The Maryland Joamal and Baltimore AdrertiMr. 
The London Chroniele. 
Uoyd's Erening Poet and British Onomele (London). 

JUamaeript Sotavet 
Ifavy DepartmenL All the following are copiee : Lc^ 
books and journals of the Banger, November 26, 1777, 
to May 18, 1778 ; of the Bonhomme Richard, May 8 
to September 24, 1779 ; of the Serapi§, September 26 
to November 21, 1779 ; of the Allianoe, November 
22. 1779, to June 12, 1780 ; of the Ariel, Jnne 16 to 
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Oetobw 14, 1780 ; of the Sooth CaroliaB, Angnrt 4, 

1781, to May 21, 1782 ; and of the latter of mmrqoe 
■hip QaMB <d France, Angnst 20 to September 9, 

1782. Letter-book of Joba Paul Jones, March, 1778, 
to Jnly, 1779. MiBeeUaneoiu material, inelnding the 
eonrt martial of Captain Feanon and letten of Ait 
miral Bodnef (1780) critieiung Admiral Arbnthnot 

library of Congren. Papen of the Continental Congreu, 
containing nmeh correspondence relating to SM.nl 
affairs, reports of officers, ete. Marine Conmuttee Letter- 
Book, containing the instrnetitHia of the Marine Coin- 
mittee and Board of Admiralty to officers of the naTj, 
letters to the nary Ixwrds, ete. Letters to Washington 
relating to naval atturs. John Paul Jones manosoripts 
in eleren rolnmes. Miseellaoeoas papen, inelading a 
list of officers in the Continental navy and marine corps. 
This material in the Library of Congress is of tha 
utmost importance and is described more in detul in 
the bibliography of Paullin's Navy of the American 
£evoli4tion. The library has also acquired transcripta 
of tiie Admiralty Records in the British Archives. 

Maasaehnsetts State Library, Archives Division. Beoorda 
of the Grreat and General Conrt, beginning Jaly 26, 
1775. Records of the Honorable the Council. Masa^ 
ehnsetts Archives and Bevolntionaiy Bolls Collectioti. 
In Tolomes t to ix, zzviii, zxzvii to xl, xliv, xlv, lii« 
liii, cxxxix, czlv, Gzlviii to cliii, dvii, clviii, clix, cIxit 
to clxxil a large amount of information will be foond, 
ineluding bonds and commisnons of privateers, eorre- 
spondence about prisoners, prize cases, letters, orders 
and minntes of the Board of War, reports of officers 
of the state navy, rolls, docaments relating to the 
Penobscot Expedition, and miscellaneous papers. 
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Manaehnsettfl HiBtorical Sodety. Fapen of Colonel 
l^mothy Piokering. Papers of Governor Trnmbnll of 
Connecticut Papers of Olirer Woleott of Connecticut. 

Esaex Institate. Miacelluieons papers. Most letters of 
interest have been printed in the societT's eollectioDs. 

Harvard College Libnuy. Sparks Papoi. Artbnr Lee 
Papers. Commodore Tucker Papers. MiBcellaneons 
p^»a«, including Lnther Little's natratire of the bat- 
tle between tho Protector and the Admiral Dnff. 

Private Colleotitms. Papers of John Adams, deposited 
in tbe library of the Maasacbnsetts Historical So«e^, 
examined tbrongh the courtesy of Charles Francis 
Adams, £eq. Copies of four letters kindly famished 
by Charles T. Harbeck, B^., viz. : Hopkins's sailing 
orders to his captains, dated Febroary 14, 1776, two 
letters of the Marine Committee, and ft Jones letter 
of November 1, 1776. James Bamee, Esq., kindly 
sent a copy of a letter of WiUiam Bingham to Captain 
Conyngham. The L(^ of the Banger (Angust 24, 
1778, to May 10, 1780) was sold by the estate of £. 
P. Jewell, Esq., in April, 1910, and an opportunity to 
copy extracts from it was obtained. This It^, down 
to March 2, 1779, was published in tbe Granite 
Monthly. 

Archives de la Marine aux Archives Nationales k Paris. 
Campagnes ; Pays Etrangers, Commerce et Consulats ; 
Travail du Boi et dn Miuistre ; Ordres et D^pfiches ; 
etc 

British ArehiTes. Public Record Office. Admiralty Bec- 
ords : Admirals' Despatches, Captains' Letters, Con- 
suls' Letters, Courts Hartial, Captains' and Masters' 
Logs. Transcripts of the British Admiralty Records 
and of the Freneh fa,ptata from the Archives de la 
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Mmrine, inditpeDublv for m oooprdianriva stody of 

BeTolatioiiaTf nxnl bittorj, were very kindlf for- 

iiishsd bf Robert W. Neeiar, Esq. Ciutoiiw Hodm : 

Miante* of the Soottisb Board of Ciutoma ; Irish UiiK 

ate Books; WhiUhaven Ciutoine Lettei^Book. Dr. 

Cbarlee O. FaolUn Idndlj allowed the nee of hk tran- 

scripts of these Custom Hooae papers. 

In qaotiiig from dooomeDts, nawip^mn, manweiiptB, 

eta., pains hare been taken to avoid changes from the 

wi^nal exeept in ponetnation, which has bera amended 

when BO doing has seemed fwaeiitiil to elmmeat. 

n 

BULKS rOB THB BBGULATIOir OP THE TfATT OF 

THE DHITBD COLONIES 

TbB Commanders of all ships and vessels belonging 
to the thirteen United Colonies are strictly required to 
shew in themselves a good example of honor and virtne 
to their ofiBcers and men, and to be very vigilant in in- 
specting the behaviour of all sneh as are tinder them, 
and to discountenance and suppress all dissolute, im- 
moral, and disorderly practices, and also such as are 
contrary to the roles of discipline and obedienoe, and 
to correct those who are gnilly of the same, acoording 
to the Dsage of the sea. 

The Commanders of the ships of the thirteen United 
Colonies are to take care that divine service be pei^ 
formed twice a day on board, and a sermon preaehed 
on Sundays, unless bad weather or other extraordinary 
accidents prevent it. 

If any shall be heard to swear, corse, or blaspbeime 
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the name of God, the Comnuiider ia atrictlj vnjoined 
to pDnish them for erer; offense I^ oaiuing thein to 
ireftT a wooden oolUr, or some other sluHDefal badge of 
diatinotion, for w long time m he shall judge proper. 
If he be a eommisaioned o£Beer, he shall forfeit one 
Bhilling for each <^nse, and a warrant or inferior of* 
ficer six pence. He who is gniltf of dmnkennesi, if a 
eeaman, shall be put in irona nntil he is sober, bnt if on 
officer, he shall forfeit two days' pay. 

No Commander shall inflict any punishment upon a 
seaman beymid twelve lashes npon his bare back with a 
eat of nine tula; if the fanlt shall deserve a greater 
punishment^ he is to apply to the Commander in chief 
(tf the Navy, in order to the trying of him by a coort- 
martial, and in the mean time he may put him under 



The Commuider is nerer by his own a&thori^ to 
diseharge a commisuon or warrant i^eer, nor to pon- 
ish or strike him, bat he may sospeud or confine them, 
and when he comes in the way of a Commander in 
ehief, apply to him for holding a eonrt-martiaL 

The Officer who c<Hnmands by accident of the Cap- 
tain's or oommander's absence (unless he be absent for 
a time hy leave) shall not order any eorreotion but con- 
finement, and npon the oaptun's return on board he 
shall then give an account of his reascms for so doing. 

Hie Captain is to canse the articles of war to be hung 
up in sonM pnblic places of the ship, and read to the 
ship's company once a montii. 

Whenever a Captain shall inlist a seaman, he shall 
take care to enter on his books the time and terms of 
his entering, in order to his being justly paid. 

The Captain shall, b^ore he sails, make return to. 
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mad leave with th« Congrwi, or toeh perwn or perBoni 
aa the Congreu shall appoint for that parpose, a eom- 
pleat list of all hu ofScan and men, with the time and 
term* ot their entering; and during his onuM shall 
keep a true aeeonnt of the deaartitm or death of anjr 
of Uietn, and of the entering of others, and after his 
emize and before any of them are paid off, he shall 
make retam of a eompleat list of the same, ineloding 
those who shaU remais on board his ship. 

Hie men shall, at Uieir reqneat, be famished with 
eli^ that are necessary by tJie Captain or poTser, iriut 
shall keep an aoeoont of the same, and the Capbun, in 
bis return in the last mentioned artiele directed to be 
made, shall mention the amunnt deliTered to each man, 
in order to its being stopped out of his pay. 

As to the term "inferior Officer," the Captun is to 
take notice that the same does not inelode any eommia- 
sion or any warrant officer, except the second master, 
surgeon's mate, cook, armourer, gan<«nith, master at 
arms and sail maker. 

The Captain is to take care when any inferior offiows 
or TcJnntaer seamen are turned orer into the ship under 
his command from any other ship, not to rate them on 
the ship's books in a worse quality, or lower d^iee or 
station, than they served in Hie ship they were removed 
from ; and for hie gaidaoee he is to demand from the 
commander of the shqt from which they are tamed 
over, a list, under his hand, of their names and qualities. 

Any office, seaman, or others, intitled to wages or 
prize money, may have the same paid to his aeugnee, 
provided the assignment be attested by the Cajrtaia or 
Commander, the master or purser of the ship, or a chief 
m^strate of some county or corporation. 
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The Captun ii to diecoimge the seamen ol his slup 
from selling any part of their vages or shares, and 
nerer to attest the letter of attorney of any seaman, 
until he is folljr satisfied that the same is not granted in 
consideration of mon^ given for the porehnse of his 
wages or shares. 

When an inferior officer or seaman dies, the Captain 
is forthwith to make oat a ticket for the time of his 
service, and to send the same by the first safe eraivey- 
ance to the Congress, or agents by them for that pm- 
pose appointed, in order to the wi^res being forthwith 
paid to tiie ezeentora or administrators of the deceased. 

A oonrenlent place shall be sat apart for sick or hut 
men, to which they are to be removed, with their ham- 
mocks and bedding, when the snrgeon shall advise the 
same to be necessary, and some of the crew shall be ap- 
pointed to attend and serve them, and to keep the place 

The cooper iluill make backets with covers and 
cradles if necessary, for their nse. 

All ships fomiBhed witii fishing tackle, beit^ in snch 
places where fish is to be had, the captain is to employ 
some of the company in fishing ; the fish to be distrj. 
bated duly to each persons as are sick or npon recov- 
ery, iHwided the aageon recommend it, and the sniv 
plas by turns amongst the messes of the officers and 
seamen without favonr or partiality and gratia, withont 
any deduction of theb allowance of provisions on that 



It is left to the discretion of Commanders of squad- 
rons to shorten the allowance of provisions according to 
the exigencies of the service, taking care that the men 
be ponctually pud for the same. 
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The like powar ia girm to CftpUini of siiigle ihipi 
in DBMi of ftbMlate nseeaaitj. 

If there ahoold be » mat of pork, the Captain ia to 
order three ponnds at beef to be iMoed to the men, in 
Hea of two pounds of pork. 

One ibey in every week ituJl be iasued oat a ^ropot- 
tim of floor and nut, in Ilea of beef, for the eeamen, 
bat thii ia not to extend bqrond fonr moaths' netaulling 
at ose time, nor ehall the poner veeeiTe any aUowanee 
for floor or met kept longer on board Hutn that time, 
and there ihaD be enppliad, ooce a jear, a proportion 
of oanvas for padding-bags, after the rate of one ell 
for every rixteen men. 

U any ships of the thirteen United ColoDies shaD 
happen to come into port in want of |nvvisions, tlie mr- 
rant of a Commander in chief diall be mfficient to the 
Agent or other instrument of tlie Tietailling, to snp]^ 
the quantity wanted, and in urgent eaaee, where delay 
may be hortfol, the warrtnt of tiie Captain of the ship 
shall be of equal effect 

The Captun is frequently to order the proper officers 
to inspect into the condition of the provisions, and if the 
bread proves damp, to have it aired npon the qoarter 
deck or poop, and also examine the flesh eaoki, and if 
any of Hm piekle be le^ed oat, to have new made and 
pat in, and the casks made ti^t and seenre. 

The Captain or purser shall secure the eloaths, bed- 
ding, and other things of such persons as shall die or be 
killed, to be delivered to their executors or administr^ 
tors. 

All papers, charter parties, bills of lading, passports, 
and other writings whatsoever, found on board any ship 
or ships, which shall be taken, shall be carefully pn- 
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■erred, and the originala Bsnt to the eonit of Jnstioe for 
Duritiine aShSn, appointed or to be mj^miated b^ the 
leguUtores in the leapeotiTe oolonies, for jnd^^ng oon- 
oemmg meh pri» or pruea ; snd if any penon or per- 
eons shaU wilfnlly or n^ligently deatroy or niflei to be 
deatroyed, any anoh paper or papers, he or diey so of- 
fending ihall forfeit tJieir ahare of ancli prize or pmea, 
and anffar anch other pnniahment aa they ehall ba judged 
l^ a court-martial to deaerre. 

If any person or peraona ahall embeEsle, steal or take 
away any cables, anchors, sails, or any of the ship's for- 
nitnra, or any of the powder, arms, ammnnition, or pro- 
Tisions of any ship belonging to the thirteen United 
Colonies, he or diey shall soSer saoh pnniahment as a 
eoortmartiBl shall order. 

When in sight of a ship or ships of Uie enemy, and at 
such other times as may appear to moke it necesaory to 
prepare for an engi^ement, the Captain shall order all 
things is his ship in a proper postare for fight, and 
ahall, in his own person and aeeording to his dn^, heart 
on and encourage the inferior offieera and men to fight 
eonrageoosly, and not to behave themselTee faintly or 
«ry for qnoiters, on pain of such panishment as the of- 
f race shall appear to deaerre for hia negleet. 

Any Captun or other officer, mariner, or otiierB, who 
shall basely deeert their dnty or station in the ship and 
mn away while the enemy is in sight, or, in time of 
action, or shall entice others to do so, shidl suffer death, 
or such other punishment aa a eonrt-martial shall in^ 
flick 

Any officer, seaman, or marine, who shall hepa, er- 
eite, cause, or join in any mutiny or sedition in tiie ship 
to which he belongs, on any pretenoe whotsoerer, shall 
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■offer death, or nieh othei panithment m a coortHiurtial 
shftU direet Any pereon in or belonging to the ship, iriio 
ihaU ntter anj worda id eedition and matiny, or endearoar 
to make aaj matiDODB assembliee on any pretence what- 
soever, ahall Buffer each paniehment aa a eoortmartial 
ahalluifiiet 

None ehall preaome to quarrel vith or Btrike hk 
saperior ofBoer on pain of such puniihrneiit ae a oonri- 
mutUl shall order to be inflicted. 

If anj person shall apprehend he has jost eatue ot 
eomplaint, he shall qnietlj and deeently make the same 
known to his sapenOT officer, or to the capbun, as the 
ease may require, who shall take care that jnstice be 
done him. 

There shall be no qaarreling or fitting between ship- 
mates on board an^ ship belon^ng to the Uiirteen United 
Cohmies, nor shall there be used mhj reproachful or 
proroking speeches, tending to make qnarrels and dis- 
turbance, on pain of imprisonment and such' oHier 
panlshment as a eourb-martial shall think proper to 
inflict 

If anj- person shall sleep npon his watch, or ne^i- 
gentl^ perform the dat^ which shall be enjoined him to 
do, or forsake his station, he shall snffer snch poniak- 
ment as a court-martial shall jadge proper to inflict, ao- 
cording to the nature of big offence. 

All murder shall be punished wiUi death. 

All robbery and theft shall be punished at the disor^ 
tion of a court-martiaL 

Any master at arms who shall refuse to reeeire sueh 
prisoner or prisoners as shall be committed to his charge, 
or having received them, shall suffer him or them to 
escape, or dismiss them without orders for so dtnng, 
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nhnll inif er in hii or their atead, as s conrt-mutial shaD 
order uid direct. 

Hie Captain, officers, and others shall nae thur at- 
most endeavours to detect, apprehend, and hring to 
punishment, all offenders, and shall at all times readily 
assist the offieen appointed for that purpose in the di«- 
charge of their dnty, oa pain of being proceeded against 
and ponished bj a eonrt^nartial at disoretion. 

All oUier fanlta, disorders, and misdemeasoiirs, which 
shall be eommittad on board any ship belon^ng to the 
iJurtaen United Colonies, and vhieh are not hwMn men- 
tiooed, shall be ponished according to the laws and ea^ 
toms in nich eases at sea. 

A oonrt-martial shall consist of at least tltree Capt^ns 
and three first lieatenauts, with three Captains and three 
first lieutenants of Marines, if there shall be so naetj of 
the Marines then present, and the eldest Captain shall 

All sea offloers of the same denomination shall take 
rank of the officers of the Marines. 

The sentence of a court-martial for any cajHtol offence, 
shall not be put in execution, until it be confirmed by 
the Commander in chief of the fleet ; and it shall he the 
duty (J the president of every eourtrmartial to transmit 
to the Commander in chief of the fleet every sentence 
which shall be given, with a summary of tlie evidence 
and proceedings thereon, by the first opportnni^. 

The Commander in chief of the fleet for the time 
being, shall have power to pardon and remit any sen- 
tence of death, that shall be given in consequence of any 
' of the af OTMuentioned Articles. 

niere shall be allowed to each man serving on hoard 
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tJie ahipa in tiw aornee <rf tiie thiilMn TTnited Cci1«»m% 
a dwl^ proportirai of proTUaons, Mcrading h i> ex- 
preaaed in th« f ollowiiig taUe, vix. 

Sundft^, 1 Ok IffMid, 1 lb. bevf, 1 lb. potatoM at 



Uoiidaf , 1 lb. br— d, 1 Uk poA, ^ pio 
x. ebMM. 
TnesdAj, 1 lb. Imid, 1 lb. beet, 1 lb. 



Wedneedaf , 1 lb. breed, two ob. butter, four oe. ehecee 
end i pintotriae. 

Tbundftf, 1 lb. bread, 1 lb. poA, and i pint of peM. 

Fridej, 1 lb. breed, 1 lb. bee^ 1 □>. poWoee or tar- 
nips, and podding. 

Setnnlaf , 1 lb. bread, 1 lb. poik, } |ant peaa and 
firar OB. wbataa. 

Half a pint of mm per man eretj daj, and d 
try allowanoe on exba dntj and in time of ei 

A pint and half of vinegar for nx men pw week. 

Tbe pay of tbe odBeera and nuat [per iriV"ditr mimth] 
ahall be as f ollovs : 





33 


LuMteuuA, 


SO 


HuUr, 


a> 


Hate., 


15 




U 




»* 


Boatemun'i MMond mate, 


8 


Onniwr, 


IS 


Guuiw'B mate, 


101 


Snrgeon, 


21J 


Smgeim'. o»te, 


m 


C.n««ter, 


16 
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Cirpenter's mate, 


m 


Cooper, 


16 




U> 




m 


ChapUiii, 


20 


AUonrnmon, 


6| 


Captain of nurinM, 


26| 


lieutenants. 


18 




8 


CoHHOal. 


n 


Fifer, 


n 


Drnrnmer, 


H 


PriTatefl[of]mari]Me, 


»» 



INSTRDCnOKB TO COHXANDEBS O? PBITATEBB6 

Omtmental Congrets, Apnl 3, 1776 : 

I. Toa in»f , l^ foree of (utdb, ftttadc, Bubdoe and 
take all shipe and other veeseU belonging to the in- 
habitanti of Oraot Britain, on the high Has, or between 
high water and low water mark, exoept ihipi and vee- 
sels bringing pemns who intend to settle and reride in 
the United Coloniei ; or bringing armg, ammunition, or 
war-like storea, to the >aid eohmiee, for the nte of aneh 
inhatatanta thereof aa ore frienda to the American canse, 
wfaieh joa shaU anffer to paaa nnmtdeeted, the eom- 
oumdets thenof permitting a peaceable aeansh and giv- 
ing aatiafaetoryinfumation of the eontents of the ladings 
and dwtinations of TC^agea. 

n. Ton may, hj foree of arma, attaek, aubdoe and 
take aQ ahipa and other .veasola wbatsoerer, eanying 
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Boldi«n, anni, gonpowder, unmiuution, pvorinoiu, m 
any other eontTKband goods, to onj of the Britiah armiM 
or ahip* of mx empUijred kguast these colonies. 

m. Toa shall bring such ahips snd reuels, m yoa 
shall take^ with their gniu, riggiiig, tackle, appaiel, far- 
nitore, and ladings to some oonvenient port or ports of 
the United Coloniea, that proeeedings nutf thereupon be 
had in doe form, before the eonrts whieh an or shall 
be appointed to hear and determine eaniee dvil and 



IV. Ton, or <me of yam chief ofBeers, shall bring or 
send the master and [nlot and one or more principal 
person or persons of the oompasf of every ship ot vee- 
>el by jon taken, aa Mxm after the capture as may be, 
to the jndge or judgee of snoh court as aforesud, to be 
examined apoa oath, and make ansver to the interrog- 
atories which may be pn^toanded, touching the interest 
or proper^ of the ship or vessel and her lading ; and, 
at the same time, yoa shaU deliver, or eanae to be de- 
livered to the judge or judgee, all passes, Bsa-briefs, 
chartep^Mrties, bills of lading, oockets, letters and otiier 
documents and writings found on board, proving the 
said papers Iry the aCBdavit of yourwlf or of some other 
person present at the capture, to be produoed as they 
were received, without fraud, ad^tion, subdaotian or 



V. Yon shall keep and preserve every ship or vessel 
and cargo by yon taken, until they shall, by a sentenca 
of a court properly anthorized, be adjudged lawful 
prises ; not selling, spoiling, wasting, or diminishing the 
same, or I^eakiug the bulk thereof, nor soffering any 
such thing to be done. 

YL If yon, or any of your al&eeta or crew, shall, in 
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cold blood, kill or maim, or by torture or otherwise, 
cmeUj, inlmmaoly, and contraiy to common osage and 
the pntctice of OTilized natdone in war, treat any person 
or persons snrprized in the ship or reaael yon shall take, 
the offender shall be eererely punished. 

VIL Yon shall, by all convenient opportunities, send 
to Congress written accounts of the captures you sh^ 
make, with the number and names of the captives, 
copies of your journal from time to time, and intel- 
ligence of what may occur or be discovered concerning 
the designs of the enemy and the destination, motions 
and operations of their fleets and armies. 

VIII. One-third, at least, of your whole company 
shall be landsmen. 

IX. Ton shall not raoHom any prisoners or ctaptivee, 
but shall dispose of tiiem in such manner as the Con- 
gress, or, if that be not sitldng, in the colony whither 
they shall be brought, as the general assembly, oonven- 
tdon, or council, or committee of safety, of such colony 
shall direct. 

X. Yon shall observe all such further instructdons as 
Congress shall hereafter give in the premises, when you 
shall have notice thereof. 

XI. If yon ahall do anything contrary to these in- 
structions, or to others hereafter to be given, or willingly 
suffer such thing to be done, you shall not only forfeit 
your commisrion and be liable to ui action for breach of 
the condition of your bond, but be respcmsible to the 
p&rtjr grieved for damages sustained by such malversv 
taon. 

Additional articles, April 7, 1781 : 
1. You are to pay a sacred regard to the rights of 
neutral powers and the ns^;e and oustomg of civilized 
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natioiu ; and on no pratence whaterer, pronune to take 
or wize any ships or Tosselt belonging to the ml^eets of 
prineea or powers in altianee with theae United States 
[with certain exeeptions], . . . under tli« pains and 
penalties expressed in a proclamation [See Appendix TV] 
issued hj the Congress of the United States, the nintli 
daj of Hay, in the year of our Lord one thousand seres 
hnndred and eeven^-ei^iL 

2. Ton shall permit all nentxal Teeseli freely to nan- 
gate on liie high seas or coasts of Amwi«% except snch 
as are employed in carrying oontrabsod goods or soldiers 
to the enemies of thesa United States. 

3. You shall not seixo or capture any effects belong- 
ing to the Bubjeets of the belUgerent powers on board 
neutral vessels, excepting contraband goods; and you 
are carefnlt^ to obeerve, that the term contraband is 
confined to those artaeles which are expressly declared 
to be snch in the treaty <^ amity and eommeree, of the 
sixth day of Fobroary, 1778, between these United 
States and his most Christian majesty, namely : arms, 
great gons, bombs, with their fusees and other things b^ 
longing to them, cannon-balls, gun-powder, matches, 
pikes, swords, lances, spears, halberts, mortars, petards, 
grenadoes, salt-pebe, mnskets, mnsket-ball, bucklers, 
helmets, breast-platee, coats of mul, and the like kind of 
arms proper for arming soldiers, muaket-rests, belts, 
horses with their furniture, and all other warlike in- 
stramenta whatever. 
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A FBOOLAHATION 

Whsreu CongreM hare reeeired infonnfttion Bud 
eomplminto, " that vitdenees hEve bean done hj Ajnerieui 
armed TeBwla to neatral nationa, in seidng Bhips belong- 
ing to thcoT aabjeoti and iuid«r their colours, and in 
making eaptar«a of thoM of the enemy whilst under the 
protection of neutral coasts, eonttarj to the usage and 
cnstom of nations " : to the end that such nn justifiable 
and jnratical aets, which reflect dishonour upon the na- 
tional character of these states, may be in fatuie effeo- 
tuallf prevented, the said Congress hath thought proper 
to direct, enjoin and oommond, and they do hereby 
direct, enjoin and command, all captains, commanders 
and other officers and seamen belonging to any Amer- 
icui armed vessels, to govern themselves Strictly in all 
things i^reeably to the tenor of their commissions, and 
&e instructions and resolutions of Congress ; pardeularly 
that they pay a sacred regard to the rights of neutral 
powers and the usage and oostom of civilized nations, 
and on no pretence whatever presume to take or seize 
any ships or vessels belonging to the subjects of princes 
or powers in allianoe with these United States, except 
they are employed in eanying contraband goods or 
sotdien to our enemies, and in such case that they con- 
form to the stipulations contuned in treaties Bnbeiiting 
between such princes or powers and these states ; and 
that they do not capture, snze or plunder any ilups or 
vessels of our enemies, being under the protection of 
nentivl coasts, nations or princes, nnder the penalty of 
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being oondignlj panuhed tlierefor, and klao of being 
boond to make salufactioii for all matten of damage 
and the interest thereof by reparation, nnder the pun 
and obligation of their perscms and goods. And farther, 
the laid Congreu doth hereby reeolve utd declare, that 
perBone wilfully offending in any of the forgoing in- 
■taneet, if taken by any foreign powers in eonaeqaenee 
tbereof , will not be conaidered ae having a ri^it to elaim 
protection from these states, bat dull Hofler sach pun- 
ishment as by the osage and onstom of nations may Im 
inflieted npcm such offenders. 

Qntat in Congress at ToA, in the slate of Pemu^t 
Tania, this ninth day of May, Anno Dmnini 1778. 



VESSELS or THE CONTINENTAL 8EBVICI! 

The dates indicate tlie period of aetire serviee, or, 
where no serrioe was performed during the war, the 
date of laonching is g^ven. The SerajHS is inolnded for 
the reason that she aerred temporarily as Coaanaion 
Jtmea'a flagshi|^ leplaeing the Bonhomme Biehard. 





Continental Nmij/ 




AU»1,21 


rinp 


1776-1778 


Cclnmbiiii, 20 


ship 


1775-1778 


ADdnw Doris, U 


brig 


1775-1777 


Cabot, U 


brig 


1775-1777 


ProTMoBoe, 12 


doop 


1776-1779 


Honot, 10 


eloop 


1776-1777 


W«T,8 




1776-1777 
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Hj.S 




1775-1777 


Lexiogton, 16 


brig 


1776-1777 


B.pri«J,16 


hrig 


1776-1777 


Bmpdgn, U 


brig 


1776-1777 




doop 


1776-1778 


Sachem, lO 


.loop 


1776-1777 


Moaqnito, 4 


doop 


1776-1777 


aJ.igh, 32 


frigato 


1777-1778 


Huoook, 32 


Irigato 


1777 


W>nei>,32 


frigate 


1777-1779 


Wubington, 32 


frigate 


1777 


Basdolph, 32 


frigate 


1777-1778 


PnmdeDCe, 28 


frigate 


1777-1780 


TrambnU, 28 


frigate 


1777-1781 


CoDgrew, 28 


frigate 


1777 


VirgiDU, 28 


frigate 


1777-1778 


Efflnghun, 28 


frigate 


1777 


Boitoii,24 


frigate 


1777-1780 


Montgomery, 24 


frigate 


1777 


DeUwue, 24 


frigate 


1777 


Baogei, 18 


■Up 


1777-1780 


BeaMuoe, 10 


brieantine 


1777-1778 


Sarpriee 


sloop 


1777 




rioop 


1777 


BepdH, 8 


lebee 


1777 


Champion, 8 


zobec 


1777 


Indien, 40 


ship 


1777 


Donne (later Hagoo), 


32 frigate 


1777-1783 


Qneon of France, 28 


frigate 


1777-1780 


Dolphin, 10 


cotter 


1777 


Snrpriae, 10 




1777 


Berenge, 14 


cnttar 


1777-1779 


Alliance, 32 


frigate 


1778-1786 
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Geoaral Gata, 18 


Jdp 


1778-1779 


Baulutioii 




1778 


Pigat,8 


Kbooner 


1778 


ConfMleTwij, 32 


frip* 


1779-1781 


Arjo,12 


d«>p 


1770 


Diligml,12 


Irid 


1779 




Ship 


1779 


Fmllu,32 


frigate 


1779 


C«f,U 


eotter 


1779 


V«,g«n..,12 


bri. 


1779 


S.npi>,U 


JJp 


1779 


Ariel, 20 


dnp 


1780-1781 


SuUog^lS 


.hip 


1780-1781 


America 74 


■hip of the line 1782 




1 .hip 


1782-178* 


Due de Lmuhd, 20 


diip 


1782-178S 


Baiizbon,36 


fiipte 


1783 


P«!k.tt: — 






Aitive 






BaUimore 






D«pi*>h 






EnterpriM 






F«a« 






G<»rgi> P.eket 






HonSukg 






Uenui; 






Phoesii 






)ForiraJ<o«' 


< Fiiei, me-me 


Hannah 




Bchooiier 


Ljmch 




Mhooner 


Fnnkim 




Bohoonar 


Lee 




•ohooner 
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Harrison 


■dioonar 


Warren 




Waahington 


brigantiiK 


Hancock 


MbooDor 


General Sohnyler 


*»p 


General Mifflin 


.loop 


Lady Waahington 


gJl^ 


Lak6 Champlain, 177S 


Enterprise, 12 


d«>p 


Boyal Savage, 12 


schooner 


BeTonge,8 


schooner 


Liberty, 8 


schooner 


New Haven, 3 


goiJota 


P«mden»»,3 




Boston, 3 


gondoU 


c>piuiTe, o 


gondoU 




gondoU 


Ctmnectioat, 3 


gondohi 


J.IM7, 3 


gondoU 


New York, 3 


gondoh. 


Le«,6 


gJley 


TtmnboHS 


gJley 


CongTMnS 


gJloy 


Washington, 8 


gJlej 


G>t<ii,3 


gJler 



Musisaippi Siver, 1778-1779 
Morris ship 

West Florida sloop 

Morris seliDoner 
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OETICEBfi tS THE OONTINEinAL NAVT Aim 
HASINE COBFS 

A lilt of Bemlntioiuiry offloen mu compilod in 1794. 
It is " formed from the Mmatoa of tiie Muine Com- 
mittao nnd 'St.Tf BoartU, and from the Bolls of the 
several Teisels ; manj^ of the Offleen Mrred only for a 
Croize " (Mi»eellanMui Naval Papen, March li, 1794> 
in the libnuy of Con g r ow ). A prerions list had been 
giwen ont hj tiie Board of Admiralty in September 1781 
(Papen of the ContinMtal CongrtM, 37, 473), which 
is an incomplete register of the officers of that date. 
The folloving list has been made np horn these two 
(tee also Paallin's Navy of the RewAvtion, Appendix 
B). A very few unimportant attempts at emendation in 
spellii^, etc, that seemed warranted hj other aathority , 
have been made. The names of captains which are num- 
bered comprise those appointed Octobw 10, 1776, in 
the order of rank ; the nambered lieotenants were c(nD< 
missioned Oetober 12, 1776. The same officers generally 
had earlier commissions, whieh are also indicated when 
known ; these oomBussi<»i8 were superseded in October, 
1776. A nomber of other dates of commission, taken 
from the 1781 list and other sonrees, are also given. 
Annexed to the main list will be fonnd a number ot 
names, not included in wther of the old lists, compris- 
ing officers commissioned in France and others (see 
iToumait of the Continental Congrete, April 17, June 
6, 1776, June 14, 1777, September 8, 1779 -, Calendars 
of SawU Beeordt and of Jonet P(^»rt •— indices ; 
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Goldeboroiigh'R Naval Chrvniele, p. 8 ; IWd's IA/4S of 
Hopkina, p. 186) ; tome of them vara donbtUu nem 
r^pilarlj commiMioned. To nuike t, whoUj complete and 
aeennto lirt would be impoanbU. 



Captaina and Comvumdert 
Euk H<^ikii», commandw-in-ehief , Deeo&ber 22, 177S. 

1. James mehcOMii, Jane 6, 1776. 

2. 3(An Hanler. April 17, 1776. 

3. Hector HeNeill, Jnne 15. 1776. 

4. Dndler SaltonBtall, Deeembei 22, 1775. 

5. NioholM Biddle, December 22, 1776. 

6. IliomM ThompMm, June 6, 1776. 

7. John Banj, Jane 6, 1776. 

8. Thomas Bead, Jnne 6, 1776. 

9. Thomas Qrinnell, June 15, 1776. 

10. Charles Alexander, Jane 6, 1776. 

11. Idtinbert Wickea. 

12. Abraham Whipple, Deeonber 22, 1776. 

13. John Bnmma Hopkina, December 22, 1776. 

14. John Hodge, Angnrt 22, 1776. 
16. William Hallook. 

16. Hoyated Haeker. 

17. baiah Bobinson. 

18. John I^ol Jonea. 

19. James Josiah. 

20. Elisha Hinman, Angnat 13, 1776. 

21. Joseph Olnef. 

22. James BolnnsoB. 

23. John Toni^. 

24. Elishs Warner. 
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Jolm fMuimm, Nomb«r 19, 177& 
SHBtMl NUubn, DMcmlwr 10, 1776. 
Hmuj Johnaon, Fdnurj 6, 1777. 
Jahn Feck BatUmiw, Vmbnmtj 16, 1777. 
GmteTiu Cnnji^hani, VrntA 1, 1777. 
Sammd TaAtr, UmmA 15, 1777. 
DwiMl Watan, Hwdi 17, 1777. 
Jolm Gnen, Febrnur 11, 1778. 
VnOim Bs^ U^ 1, 177& 
Kom iMdaia, Jim 18, 177& 
Seth Hanlmg. Si^rtcnibv 23, 1T78L 
SOm Talbot, Scptavber 17, 1779i 
John Ayns. 



Samnal Qmr. 



Jtdin Haawd> 



1. Pater SboTM, Jolf 22, 177& 

2. BobertHairis. 

3. Jonadun MaUUa, Angvl 22, 1776. 

4. John %Dwn, Juno 16, 1776. 

5. Euldd Bamo^ DMembn 23, 177& 



7. George HoiM. 



9. JohnSdidwiB. 
10. Simon Gkm. 
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ANENOIX 

11. DftTid Fluppa, Xngnat 22, 1776. 
12> John Skj'iaaker. 

13. Joaliiu Barney. 

14. Jouatfaan Pritcluuid- 
16. Adun W. Thaztar. 

16. Benjamin Handy. 

17. Joseph Graenway. 

18. Benjamin Page. 

19. Hoi^ Teabui. 

Bhodes Arnold, Deeember 22, 1776. 
Jonathan Pitcher, Decnnber 22, 1776. 
Benjamin Seabiuy, December 22, 177fl, 
Thomaa Weaver, December 22, 1775. 
Jolm McDongal, December 22, 1775. 
Daniel Yanghan, December 22, 1775. 
Joaepb Doble, June 6, 1776. 
John Wheelwright, July 22, 1776. 
Jouah Shackford, Joly 22, 1776. 
William Bamea, Ai^put 17, 1776. 
Thomaa Vanghan, Angnat 17, 1776. 
Pezekiah Welch, October 19, 1776. 
Patrick Fletcher, November 20, 1776. 
Blaney Alliaon, December 20, 1776. 
Elijah Boven, Febmarj 5, 1777. 
Robert French, March 26, 1777. 
Bobert Martin, April 22, 1777. 
Elijah Hall, June 14, 1777. 
Matthev Tibbs, Jnne 17, 1777. 
John Bodez, Ai^uBt 6, 1777. 
John Fanning, Angnst 10, 1777. 
William Mollison, Aogoat 12, 1777. 
Arthur DiUaway, SepUmber 19, 1777. 
Joeeph Veaey, November 13, 1777. 
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SilM Derol, Juoarjr 28, 1778. 

Mascoe liTingaton, July 27, 1778. 

Stephen Qngorj, Angiut 4, 1778. 

Michael KniM, Augurt 7, 1778. 

Sunael Cwdal, AngoM 15, 1778. 

Pflter DsriUe, Aogiut 25, 1778. 

Benjuoin Bates, December 4, 1778. 

Biehard Dale, Aagurt, 1779. 

Alexander Murray, Jnly 20, 178t 

JoMph Adanu. 

Bobert Adamaon. 

John Asgna. 

James Aimitage. 

Josiah Audibert. 

Benjamin BarnHi. 

William Bamm. 

Goerge Batson. 

Daniel Bears. 
John Bellenger. 
ChnEtopher Bradlay. 
Jacob Brooks. 
FhOip Brown. 
Isaac Buck. 
Chartes BolUcy. 
Edward Burke. 
Qeot^ Cbamplia. 
John GhatminK. 
Seth Clarke. 
David Cnllam. 
James D^^^ 
William Dennis. 
Marie Serel Dorie. 
William Dnnhp. 
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WilliAm Dapftr. 
Josbaa Fanning. 
Wilf ord FiEbm. 
William Gamble. 
Niehtdas E. Qard&er. 
William GrinnelL 
James GrinwoU. 
^raiiamHam. 
James Handy. 
Abnham Hawldoi. 
John Hannenej. 
Stephen Hia 
Christopher Htipkini 
Eeek Hopking, Jr. 

William Hrv plrim - 

Bobert Home. 

Annillii Johns. 

J(dm Kemp. 
John EeiT. 
Benjamin Enighb 
William Leeds. 
EdwBzd Leger. 
J«dm Lewis. 
George Lovie. 
Cutting Limt 
Henty Lont. 
John Mclvers. 
John Ma^iisson. 
Bichard Marvin. 
John Moran. 
William Motan. 
William Morrison. 
Isaac Olney. 
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Robert Pameraj. 
Dkvid Porter. 
WillumPotta. 
Benjamin Seed. 
Peter BiehwdB. 
Jamei BobcctMoi. 
John RobinMm. 
Peter Boeeeao. 
Bobert SMmden. 
JolmSeotb 
BobertSeott. 
John Sennbnt. 
Niohobs SenlL 
James SeHere. 
Daniel Starr. 
Jamee Stoj^iena. 
John Stevcou. 
David Welch. 
Jaeob White. 
Bichard Wiekea. 
Jamee Wileon. 
Bobert WilMin. 
SamndTork. 

Mabike COBP8 

Major 

Samnel Nicholas, Jane 26, 1776. 

Captaifu 
Matthew Parke, May 26, 1776. 
Andrew Porter, June 26, 1776. 
Samnel Shaw, Jane 26, 1776. 
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Benjamin Deane, Jane 25, 1776. 
Bobert Mullen, June 25, 1776. 
John Stewart, June 25, 1776. 
Gilbert SalbHutall, Jane, 1776. 
Richard Palmer, Joly 7, 1776. 
Geoi^ Jerry Oabome, Jnly 22, 1776. 
Seth Baxter, October 10, 1776. 
James Diane^, October 22, 1776. 
Joseph Hardy, October, 1776. 
Dennis Leaiy, Jnne 21, 1777. 
William Morrie, June, 1777. 
WUliaa Jonee, Blarvh 4, 1778. 
Edward Arrowsmith, October 20, 1778. 
William Nicholson, September 6, 1781. 
Abraham Boyce. 
Isaac Craig. 
John Elliott. 
Bobert ElUott 
John Hazard. 
William Holton. 
William Matthewman. 
Uilea Pennington. 

nice. 

Joseph Shoemaker. 

Spenee. 

JohnTrerett 
Elihn Trowbridge. 
John Welch. 



Daniel Henderson, Jane 26, 1776. 
David Lore, June 25, 1776. 
Franklin Bead, June 26, 1776. 
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Fer^rine Brown, June 26, 1776. 
James MeCfam, Jnae 26, 1776. 
William GilmOTe, June 26, 1776. 
Abel Morgan, Jane 26, 1776. 
Hng;h Montgomery, Jnne 26, 1776. 
Thomas Fownal, June 26, 1776. 
Biebard Harrison, Jnns 26, 1776. 
Stephen Meade, July 22, 1776. 
Nathaniel Thwing, Jnlj 22, 1776. 
Benjamin Thompson, Jnly 22, 1776. 
Alpbeas Bice, August 24, 1776. 
Jaeob White, October 16, 1776. 
Thomas Plankett, December 9, 1776. 
William Jennison, Febmary, 1777. 
William Watarmaa, March 4, 1778. 
Thomas £lwood, August 24, 1778. 
Peter Green, September 26, 1778. 
Abraham Vandyke, Jnly 24, 1779. 
William Barney. 
Henry Bedter. 
Peter Bedford. . 
DaridBiU. 
GnrdraiKlL 
Benjamin Gatlin. 
SethCaia^ 
J(^ Chiltim. 
James Clarke. 
James Cokely. 
James Connolly. 
William Cooper. 
David Cullam. 
Bobert Cnmmings. 
Bobert Davis. 
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Henty Dayton. 
John IHmsdeU. 
Stephen Earle. 
Thomas Elting. 
Panatder de la Faloonier. 
ZehatiUali Famham. 
WiUiam Fielding. 
Iliomaa Fit^erald. 
John Fitzpatrick. 
Samnel Gamage. 
John Ghiignace. 
Roger Haddock. 
James Hamilton. 
Jonae Hamilton. 
William Hamilton- 
John Harris. 
Samnel Hempatead. 
Samnel Holt. 
Benjamin Haddle. 
WilUam Huddle. 
Robert Hunter. 
Hn^ Krkpatriclu 
Daniel Longstreet. 
Eogene MeGarthy . 
Richard MoCInre. 
Charles MoHarron, 
Robert MeNeaL 
Peter Manifold. 

Jn nii.ttiii.Ti Ifix. 

WilUam Uorris. 
Alexander Keilson. 
James Gerald O'Eelly. 
Avery Parker. 
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SunnelFomM. 

Sainnel Friteh^d. 
Williun Badford. 
Jerry Baed. 
Nathjuiid Richard*. 
Jabw Smitit. 
Walter Spmmor. 
Edmnnd Staek. 
Daniel Starr. 
I. M. Strobaeh. 
6eorg« TrombolL 
Thomas Tamer. 
liOoiB de la Talette. 
Zebnlon Tamatn. 

Wadawotth. 

Samnel Wallingf wd. 
James Warren. 
JameH H. Wilwtn. 
Jonathan Woodwortlk 

BvsvixxxsTAKX List 
Captaina 
Isaae Cazneao, April 17, 1776. 
Samnel Tomkins, June 6, 1776. 
Chrirtopher Miller, June 6, 1776. 
Henry SbJnner. 
JohnBoaoh. 
Ralph Moor. 
Denis Nieolu Cotdnean. 
Joseph Yarage. 
Philippe Nicolas KeoL 
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Lieutencmts 
Eli Stwuboiy, December 22, 1776. 
lantel Turner, June 6, 1776. 
Mark Deirnet, June 6, 1776. 

■ Hnnkett, July 20, 1781. 

Peter AmieL 
Robert BobinBon. 
John Buckley. 
James Linde. 
Henri le Meignen. 
Pierre Hagonet 
Beninge Misohateaa. 
Armand la Condrais. 
Pierre de Nantes. 
Kicolat de StValeiy. 

Captains ofMarinm 
John Gramnis. 
Maarioe O'ConnelL 
Anbnne Felix Wybert 
Paul de Chamillard. 

Limaenanta <if Mairmn 
George Stillman. 
Barnabas Lotbrop. 

vn 

CONTINEirTAI. FHITATEERS 

A list of tbe jnivate armed Tessela to which letters of 
marqne were is«ned by the Continental CwigreBB'hM 
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been printed by the libmy of Congreas in the Calendar 
of Naval Becords of the American BeTolatio&, pnbliBhed 
in 1906. 'With the name of eoeh Tewel are given the 
state where owned, the rig, the number of gaaa and of 
men, the omonnt of the bond famished, and the namea of 
the oommander, the bonders, and the ownera. The bonds 
are conbuned in sixteen volumes of the papers of the 
Contineutal Congress (No. 196). The most important 
of the statistics compiled from them are given beloir. 
The numbers of guns and of men in these tables are 
smaller than they ehoold be, for the reason that in sev- 
eral cases (thirty of the former — mghteen of the latter) 
the numbers are not stated. 

Number of privateers 1697 



Shi[» 


301 


Brigi and brigantiiMM 


641 


Sohoonen, sloope, etc. 


761 


Boat, ud gaUe^ 


101 le97 


New Hampflhire 


43 




626 


Bhedelilaid 


lli 




218 


Neir York 


1 


New Jersey 


4 




600 


Maryland 


226 


Ybginia 


64 


Sonlh Carolina 


1 1697 


1776 


34 


1777 


69 
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1778 128 

1779 909 

1780 801 

1781 6fiO 

1782 383 



Number of gons, 14,872. Nnmber of men, 68,400 



CONCOBDAT 

AgiMment between Headenn John FmiI Jones, ea|H 
tain of the Bonhomme Biebud ; Herre Landus, captain 
of the Alliance ; Denis Nicolas Cottineao, captain of the 
Pallaa ; Joseph Tarage, captiuu of the Stag ; and Philippe 
Nicolas Bicot, oaptun of the Vengeance ; compoBlag a 
squadron that ahall be commanded by the oldest officer 
of the highest grade and so on in snocession in case of 
death or retreat. None of die said commanders, whilst 
they are not separated from die said sqnadron by order 
of the miniater, shall act bat by yirtne of the brevet 
^nch they shall have obtuned from the United States 
of America, and it is i^^eed that the flag of the United 
States shall be (Usplayed. 

The division of the prizes to the superior efScers and 
crews of the said squadron shall be made agreeable to 
the American laws, but it is agreed that the proportion 
of the whole coming to each vessel in the eqoadron shall 
be regulated by the Hinist«r of the Marine Department 
of Franoeandthe Minister HenipotentJary of the United 
States of America. 
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A copy of the Ajneriosn lawn bIuU be umexed to th« 
present i^reement, after having been certified by the 
eoliunwider of the Bonbomme Bichard, bnt na the said 
lam cannot f oreiee nor determine m to what ma; con- 
cern the Teasels and subjects of other nations, it is ex* 
iwesslf ^reed that whatever may be contnuj to them 
shoold be regulated by Uie Minister of the French 
Marine and the Miaiater Plenipotentiary of the United 
States of America. 

It is likewise agreed that the ordera given by the 
Minister of the French Marine and the Minister Pleni- 
potentiary of the United States shall be exeouted. 

Considerii^ tlie necessity there is of preserring the 
interests of each individual, the priiea that shall be 
taken shall be remitted to the orders of Monsieur le Bay 
de Ghaomont, hononuy intendant of the Boyal Hotel of 
Invalids, who has furnished the expenses of the arm^ 
ment of the said squadron. 

It has been agreed that M. le Bay de Chaumont be 
requested not to give up the part of llie prizes coming 
to all the crews, and to each individual of the said 
squadron, bnt to their order, and to be responsible for 
the same in his own and proper name. 

Whereas the said squadron has been formed iat the 
purpose of injoring the common enemies of France and 
America, it has been agreed that snch armed vessels, 
whether French or American, may be associated there- 
with by common consent, as shall be found siutable for 
the purpose, and that they shall have snob proportian of 
t^e prizes which shall be taken as the laws of their re- 
spective countries allow them. 

In case of the death of any of the before mentioned 
commanders of vessds, he shall be rej^aeed agreeably 
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to the order of Hie tariff, with liberty however for the 
BDOCBStor to choose whether he will remua on board his 
own vessel and give ap to the next in order the eom- 
nund of the vacant ship. 

It has moieoyer been i^reed that the commander of 
the Stag ihall be excepted from the hurt article of this 
present ^reement, beoaose in case of a disaster to M. 
de Varage, it shall be replaced by his second in com- 
mand and BO on by the other offloen of hia cotter the 
Stag. 

J. P. Jones. 

P. LAin>Ais. 

Dc C0TTIITKA.IT. 

Db Taiugs. 

P. ElCOT. 

Lb Ra.t dk Chaumoht. 
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AbMO, Ulud of, tS, M, 318, 3M, 

3M,3H. 
Aoetii*, Britiib tniuport, «S8. 
Aohlllei, Biltkih prlnMar, SU. 
AoMBoa, BrltUb frlgmM, 1«, U7i 

1«. 
JLoUva, <kniOTtoB ^ntaar, WT. 
AMlTe, Brlttah MgMa, US.14T. 
Am**, Britiah printaer, SSt, M ! 

KkuwiliateMi brlganUm, US, 

tSl.ttl. 
AeUTe, Brtttah ■loop, tSi, 

All aim, jobD, lettcn to, S, W, TO, 
n. US, lOa, 3M, Ml, Sn,S77 i OD Um 
Nam Catmnlnee, U, at) fnunu 
Mpilatloni, M; bitanat of, In 
una) affaln, M; oommiHtoiiBr 
in rnnoe, M, 163 1 on a oom- 
mlttwi, «; letten from, BO, lU, 
417; detenda Hopklna, 111, lit; 
HtlU foi Fnnoa, SBl i opluloni 
of, G2S, eie. 

Aduni, Jobu Qulnoj, W. 

AdiDU, Sunnal, ^ 

Admiral l>lKl'ri Brltbb prirMNT, 

as. 
Admlnl Dofl, Sriti^li lattar of 

Admlnl Keppel, BrltUi latter of 

iDMqu,331. 
i*Htt^fc-, Edmnnd, captain, OK. 

Africa, 131, SM, an, MO. 

AfflDt of HarliM, W, 87, 588, STe, 



Alett, Btltlili onttar, 318. 
AlezaiulBi, Ctuilaa, captain, M, 

Ul, M2. 
Ateiander, prlu sblp, ISO. 
Alfr«d, Continental ship, 35, 39, 

BO, ll»{ BaEshlp, S3i fo« into 



1, 93: ■rnumant of, 
~ i cap- 



wltli the Qlaisow, 101, 103, «», 
108; offlcan of, 102; loK-book of, 
lOtj oniliora,lIO)atPniTldenoe, 
113 ; oralilng, UI-IST) discontent 
on, laSj enooiinten the Hilford, 
19Bi letimu to Beaton, l^^ IH; 
ordeMd •oath, 137, US ; to omlae 
forttauipoiti, 191, 102; ORiliinK. 
a2»-ia); fallt in with a Biltiah 
oonvof, 3M, ZSS, SSS, 19Ti follom 
it, 3», 380; arrlTM in Franca, 
380, 373 ; bomewaid bound, 398, 
101 ; orntoingln tba Wert Indlca, 
lol-OOai falli In with Brltiali 
iblptiSOlj chu«dl7tbaD,809i 
captored, 801, SO, 050; ■himld 
han been tavad, 80», 813 1 lOH of , 
813, 813, 861. 

Algerlnei, SIO. 

Allen, Btban, oolona].ltl. 

Alllaniw with Fiance, I1>, 3W, 
281, 283, 88», SW, MO, «0. 

AUlanccContlneDtkl frigate, 181, 
goa, 480, ESO; Iniiu, S8^ seai niii 

for Franoe, 871; anlfea, 430; 
mntlnr on, 13», 440; Jolni Jonaa-e 

-■ — 4(S, 717; troobla on, 

of, M5; fonlo tba 



leappean, 4S7i dluegarda aic- 



4ai, 4m, 4M; efleot of, on tb« 
■unender, 473, 478; daring the 
aetlOO, 478,414; oOinen of, 488; 
under Jonaa'a oonimand, 488 i 
HilB from tlMTexel, 464; in the 
Engllili Cliannel, 485 ; at Corana, 
4«B; at L'OTieDt, 485 1 repain on, 
528 i teadr foraea, 624, E25 i cmiae 
planned for, 536; orew ot, 537{ 
Tin-i-i- in oonunand of, 538; 
bomeword bound, 528, 530; at 
Boston, E30| coortmartial on. 
E29i In UTTioe, 644, fiTS; fitting 
out, 540 i psBMngei* on. HO ; sails 
for France. 647 ; and back, 548 j 
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onilM planBMlIor, MS, OW; or- 
daradtornno«,ins,m ; Inabn^ 
thnu for, ni ; «i«w of, m ; Mdta, 
Hei; at L-Ortant u>d M MswLou- 
dOD, KM; raniiinc, OS, tM; M 
L-Oilent, AM ; offlooi of , «D«, 600 ; 
mt MuttolqiM and K Hkruu, 
mtibomewud boond, SOS-MI i 
•DgagH ft BntSab tilgito, SOO- 
tOT.ni-.UTlTM M ITewiKin, SOT ; 
UFTOTUSDOt, SOB I U ttw and of 
me WIT, SU; l«Bt (Up In the 
UTj, SU ; lold, SU, SU> 

~ ■ - ii imp of tiM 



Argo, CootmaitBl Hoop, HO, Wt, 
AiiwlBe, BtttUi sloop of WW, 



loaned br riuoe, GK, H4, SM; 



■■ of, SOS, CIS I at- 
tempt* to dMtroy, SIO ; flTen to 
Freooa, SIO, CIl ; lumohed, SU. 
Amerioaai, at borne OQ the ue, 1 , 
In colonial ttmaa, ); make good 
mat«iialf or naral ierrlce, !, eao ; 
-' '---a of, SSI; -■ 



Ampbltilte, BilUah frigate, SH, 

Ampbltrite, Tnnoh lUp, IM, », 
3C8. 

Anuterdam, SST, SOS, MM. 

Andraw Doria, Continental brig, 
SB, W, SO; oaptDTM tnmapone, 
as, SO, IIS, IIT) aimaiiientof,H{ 
In tbe aotlon with the Qlaa|^, 
IM; sent on a ornUa, 108, 113; 
orntie ot, 119; ordera for, US; 
aalatea the Dntoh flag, ISO, BIO; 
oaptoret the Baoebone, ISO; 
In DeUwara Ba;, 32D, Ml; de- 
Btrojed, 287, 

Aodroa, Thomaa, Sae. 63S. 

Antlgna, SB!, SEl, SS2. 

Apollo, BilUih tiigaM, 3S8. 

Arbnthoot, Mairlot, Tloa-admltal, 
at Now Yotk, SB, SOB, ESi, GESi at 
OhaHeaton, MB, 4M, «; EOS; itff 
Kewpoit, SOS, tn; qnairel of, 
with Bodney, 010, SU, cat; Id 
Cbeaapeake Bv< 073, E7S, ETl; 



BH; flghl 



herTC9age,0>l- 
bgUah frigate, 
at muadelphla, BM, ISO ; 
ta>Fnnee,0SL 



«$,eisj. 



Aimj, Conitnenb), at Out- 
brldga, U, BO; mana a ieet,31, 
DO, so, SS, S7, SS; at Imv laland 
and Tientoo, SS; at New Yotk, 
74; dilTea enemr out <rf BoHon 
1 ontot New- 



r, TB-SO; i 



the navj, UO^; at CbaileMoa, 
14S, 148, SOS; ooLakaCbamplaln, 
IBS; aappUea for, 198, 9GS, SOS, too, 
SSS, 888; In defense of the Dela- 
ware, tin, M«; detacbmeot al, 
OB; atToAt(iwn,BTS,GT4; Doeda 
of, 881. 
Arnold, Benediet, gmeral, org^ 
nl»a ■ lleet, 30^ le^ 184; at»- 
oonderoga, IS! ; oqitona 8t 
Jobn'B, lai; at Quebec, 18S; at 
Bt, Jobn-a, 188; adrlsea nanl 
comtnLotloi, IBS; In oommand 
of Qeet, 184, W, IBS, 1B8; le- 
eelrea ordera, 181); letter of, to 
Qatea, IBB; deddea to light at 
Talcour, IV, ITS; bla repmt 
of tbe battle, ISt, ITO, 171, 171; 
ooDanlla witb bli offloers, m; 
ordera retreat, 172; at SiAaj^ 
ler'B liland, lis, 114; hla im- 
port of aeoond battle, 174, 11B, 
177 ; at Crown Point, 17G ; re- 
treats to Tleonderoga, 177; ad. 
Tloe of, aa to the frigate Tmni- 
bull, TO; In the Cbeaapeake, Ml, 
E7D, 013; In Conneotleat, 070, 

on. 

AMotaoce, BriUah ti-gaa ahlp, 

~" BOB. 

a, Britiab frigate, E8B. 
Atalanta, Britlih aloop ta war, 

BBO, 001,003, GB4, BBS. 

Aogoita, Brltlih ahlp of the Una^ 

344,348. 
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Anitas, Amerloan l«ttai 

A.TeDtare, French tiigtia, 4M. 
Avery, Robert, 9, 11. 
ijiet, John, oapUlD, TL 

AsoTDa, 3B8, aea. 

Babcock, Oflorge W., captain, 5SB. 

Baobelor, Britlsli bt^, S73. 

BagBdace, 418; selied b; British, 
41tl| attuk on, 4», 42S, 42fl, 427, 
4!S) fort on, 126, 437, 438, 431; 
held hf Brimn, «T. 

BabuDK IHaud^ SB, SIB, 823, S8S. 

Baltlmmv, SS, SO, Se, IW, ue. 

Banki, Fruicla, 



Barbodoea, 230, 184, 296, 197, Ue, 

SSL 
BuTiei, Henry, oaptaln, BEH. 

Buney, JoaliaB, Ueutenan-. _ 
oommuid of tbe Hyder Ally, 
aSS-«eii of the Qeaenl Wasb- 
inglOD, KBt, B02; xt L'Orient, 
604; K prisoner, S2S, IBS, 646. 

B&TTM, Comte de, eommodore, 

BaTrlng:taD, Lord, U, IS, 666. 

Barron, Junes, oaptals, 118. IN. 

BuTOD, WtlUun, lleateuBnt, 9H. 

Barry, Jobn, oaptain. In oom- 
mmnd of tbe Leiln^^ton, 140; 
takes a prize, 140; In command 
of tbe HfflngliBm, 308; and of a 
boat expedition, 308, 309; takee 
prizes, 309 ; in command of the 
Halelgb, S14; hla instmctiang, 
SIS; engage* two Britltli Bblpa. 
616, 317; losee hla ship, 318; ex- 
onerated and ottered a new com- 
mand, 319 ; [n command of the 
AlUanoe, S36, 648; preatdeot of 
eoorfr-nurUal, S29 ; qnella a 
mnt^y, 948, 6tt; hlafrlMmers, 
EBO; wonnded.SHt; •Bndioartel 
to Halifax, ESS, OH; and prize to 
BoMon, SM ; recelvea Instmo- 
tlons, EA8, KB, sei; his report, 
60S ; has trouble with offloem, 
604; hiB ordarB. 806; falls In with 
a British sqnadron, 605; engager 
aMgate. OOB-OOT; takes charge 
of the America. 609. 
Bany, WUUam, 624. 



'EX 725 

' Bartlett, Joglab, on Marine Com- 
mittee, 31, 46. 
, Bazeley, John, llentenant, 276; 

captain, GTL 
Beaomarehalz, Caron de, 2K2, ao. 
Belllsajliu, British tilgate, 687. 

Bermnda, ffi, 63, 64, 118, 401, 408, 
603. 

BeTerly, 21, E9. 80, 61, 181. 

BIddle, Nicolas, captain, 96, 214 ; 
in oommand of the Andrew 
I>orU, 99, 94; captDtM truw- 

BaDdolpfa, 166; bis InstmctiaiH, 

19G. 106; at Charleston, 206, 216,- 
report of, Ml; ordered to France, 
wa; In command of a sqoadron, 
9SS; wonnded, 396; death of, 297. 
311, 313; character of, 296, 390, 
311, 313; anthoHied to enlist 
prlsoneiB, 634. 
Bilbao, 336, SS4, 266, 968, 970, 288, 



Black Prince. Amorloan privateer, 

" 666, S3«, 636, 638, 690. 
Black Piincess, Amertcau prlva- 



16, 10, IBS, 169, 19fi, 19S, 
264. 387, 304-607, 3S6, 666. 
look Island, lOO, 101, lOS, 116, 116. 
londe, British frigate, 989, 433, 
433,434.406,660. 
Board of Admiralty, 



87,407, 408; membere of,36i tall- 
nfe of, 36, B68; snooeeds Marine 
Committee, 407, 498; plans and 
orders of, 4DB, 40S, 008, 608, 609, 
619; applies for lielp,S10i opln- 
ioD of, on claim of Landsls, 628; 
InveBtlKatea Jonea, seo. 

Boaidman, Timothy, 823, 

Botton, Britleb bcmb-brlg, 101, 



Bonhomme Rlchaid. Continental 

ship, 443, 600, TOO. 717; armament 
of, 444. 624; crew of, 444,446, 149; 
fouls the Alliance, 448; meets 
two frigates, 4^; matlny On, 



:.bv Google 



M»: im Ckp> caaw, flo, « 



471, 4n; M^nuw luI,4H,«0i 
fiira of, im, 4T1; toMM of, «ni 
ocoidltloa tA, vn, VK; ttiiklng 
of, 477; oOOMl^fiST. 

Boidaaoz, M4, MB, 441, MM. 

BMMmn, Biittah brig, lit, 

fioMcn,>k«ac<,B,ti,«a,<i;BadB ] 

of,wfthllM>ta^7ittMMMitf - 
war, IT) naT7 bcMrd U, SS, tS, 
su, sni priie «onnM, " 

n, 74. 71, 1^ ) daoenl WMdl 

ra, tM; piItUmi 
tn, 380, an, 4M, Vka, ui ; IHHHIK 
on, puiued, lU, 2<Kli Prensli 
Aeat at, sja, no; tbm«1i uU 
fram, MTi expeditkiu fnim, 



; Boiigain*i]lB, Looli Antoliie da, 

captain, S7l. 
BonnttM, H, n. 
BoDiboii, CoBtinaital Mfata, M. 

610, M4, STB, 613, eU. 
BooToUer, John, IlentenBat, Wl. 
Bowdltob, Natbaniel, a!«. 
Bowyaf, Qtatft, taipMn, BtL 
Bradford, Jabn, 3a. 
Bndtotd, Tliomaa, 8B7. 
Braat, na, MO, a41,»«, an, KB, OR, 

441, an, B7B, «». 
_a«««t«c, C^itetn, ni. 
: Brtoirie, Bantu CaroUna ab^ 4S4, 



Briaban*, Jidm, obtain, 311. 
BiiMoI, BrlUab lUp of tb« Hat, 

148, 147, 148, 
Bronghton. NlabolKni, ti^itali), 

BO. Bl, 6S, 6t, SB. 
Btown, Captain, ISO, 
Bimm, Jobn, ■aorMair of Bawd 

of Admiial^, 407. 



planned for, 101; «nililiig^ 104- 
«Si maMs BHtbli a«nM]roii,)(iT: 
awBOMiMM wltb, 107-1131 <■- 
nvM, lU, 115 1 at BaMoD, SU, 
SM, aOi men tkuwd, S13 i ulla fat 
Fianoa, KB) obaeed by a frigate, 



04 ; In the Bay of 
Biiov, m at L'Orient, K»i in- 
•DboidlutloD on, tK I priM* of , 



an, 480 ; Mden for, 370. 379, 
Ml, Ml; In Cbeaapesko Bar, 
S78, EMj In Delavare Ba;, S78 ; 
onblng, 081, 402, 408i takea 
prlaei, 881, 403, 4lft at Chailiie- 
ton, 401, 401, 4»4 ! captured, 407, 
543 ; uken Into tlie Biitlab ler- 
Tlce, 417. 

Beaton, ContlncDtal gondola, 188. 

Bnaton Harbor, Inlands In, 4, B, S ; 
Britlab fleet in, 8, 79, IfiS ; and 
dilTen out of, 70, 80; Traicli 
fleet In, 332, SIO! Temela In, jra, 
no, 367, 431, 019. 



Bmgt^iie, John, genanl, 131, 17li 

110, 380, 140,173. 
BnAe, WUUim, ovtafn, 71, 78, St, 

88,814. 
BwbDBll, DaTld, U3, IBS, MB; MT. 
Bntaud'* Bay, lOB, 133, BS9. 
Bjion, Jabn, Ttea-admlral, SB>, 

Mi,01«. 

Cabot, ConUnental brig, K,W,W; 
aimament of, N; at MowPnnl- 
dence, SO, 100 1 In aotkia iritil tba 
Olatcow, 101, iai,10«,10ti oB- 
oanof, 103; >ant to Newport, 11)8; 
•Mit OD a oinlee, Itt, lU; tataa 
priaea, 118; otdeied aonUk. U7, 
180; smlitiiB, IM; aahora, 110; 
o^ilored. 111, MT; taken Into 
Brltlib eerrloe, 101. 

Cadli, 3C7, 313. 

Caglgaa, Don Joan KanMl de, 
general, US, 6B4. 

Calais, Ml. 

Camden, American priTatear, IBS. 

Camel, Britlab frigate, 3M, 3n, 
218. 

Camilla, Britlah aloop of wm, 34^ 
SM, 432,433, 

Canada, IB, 101, 161, 17V, 181. 
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Cmm, «E, 130. in , 1S3, IM. 

Capa Add, 14, SI, Tl, U, 149, 2EB, 

D92,6!B. 
Cape Bnton. lU.ia, U4, IM. 
Capa Clikries, BSa. 
Cape Clear, Ml, ISO. 
Cape Cod, ffi, 3», 888. 
Cape Feu, 12T. 
Capa FnuijolB, UB, IM, ESS, ST3. 

803,003. 
Cape Hatteni, 807. 
Cape Eenlopen, 08, H, US, 413. 
Gape Haj, Iti, U8, M, 880. 
Captniea, 181. 38B, SS4, 488, HE, STt, 

814. SMFtIbm. 
Carieton, BIT 0117, gcnentl, lffr,I«B, 

171, ITT, 880. 888. 
CarlMcm, Brlttih BObooner, 101, 

170, 171, 178, 177. 
Cumlohael, William, 888, 841. 
Carrlckfei^iu, SU, 348. 
Carteret, Peter, optaJn, 3ZT. 
Carrarort. Britlib frigate. S3S. 
CBMedj, Blohard, oaptaln, OBS. 
Cutlne, 41*. Sae BB^no«. 
Oatbeart, John, cvtaln, 888, 188, 

421, 424, 428, 4IT. SSO. 
Carbenu, Brltlab frigate, 88, IM, 

117, 118. 
Cerea, Bridib iloap ol mr, 808. 
Cerf, ConUnental ontter, 441, 448, 

48S, 717, 7U. 
Obamlllud, Paul de, eolonel, 480. 
Cbamploa, ContiiKnital xebec, 

913. 
Cbanoe, Brldih lobooiker, ST8. 
Cbipman, Joba, mfUln, 144. 
(aiBileaton, ttetaiwe at, 41, 148, 

888, 408; attack im, 140-140, 480; 

VWMli at, US, 288. sn, 484; vea- 



487; BHttob llMt In barboi of, 

4B4-Mi bombardiueat of, m-, 

nuiendw of, 487. 
Oiaileatown, Brltith fiigate,' 49T, 

E84, S5B. S«e Beaton, Continental 

filiate. 
Cbanntng feggj, Brttlib bris. 



niltto«,8t. 
ChaulUr, BrlUiih thlp, 234. 
Chanmont, Ba; de, 443, 448, 718. 



727 



Bay, dafente of, 41, 
ipldiu ordered to, 81, 
IK; enemy In, ez. 111, 131, 231, 
Ml, 8T3, 3»4-3S8, 401, ei8, BOO, 870} 
capes of, 127. 140, see, 874 1 block- 
ade of, US, 220, 287, 307, SlI; boMi 
In, 588, BST ; FTenob and Brltkh 
ooQteiid for, B73-GIS, 08T. 

Ctwatu, John, oaptaln, BI. 

CbeaHr, renusylTanla, 140, Mt, 

388, *0(,40(k 
chew, Bamnel, oapteln, 814. 
Chilatlana Creek, 131, 141, SOB. 
Cbareb, Benjamin, oolone), 410. 
CItU VaaCB. Ameiioan prlTateer, 



Clinton, Sir Haniy, genaral, 141, 
291, 399, 490, 498. 570, 878, 880. 

Clooaton, Jobn, captain, 188, SM, 
338. 

Colt, Captain, 84. 

Cole, EUiba, 834. 

Cole, wmiam, caplaln, 281 

Collier, Sir Oeoi^, c 
report of, 308-211. 213, 214; av- 
tacb Hachiaa, 23s, 340; In Ch«»- 
apeake Bay, Long Island Soand, 
■to., 304, 89B-3S7, 300, 400, 800; In 
Penobacot Ba7,423, 432, 433, 436; 
bin treatment of ConynKham, 

04fi,«ST. 

Colonlea, commerce and Oaberlea 
of, 1; priTateen of, 2; aeafar- 
Ing population of, 3, 080; pro- 
poaed coercion of, IS, 19, 888. 

Colnmbiu, Contbiental abip, IB, 
39,00) amumant of, 94; cap- 
tares the Bavk, 101; Inaction 
witb tbe aiaegow, 101, 104, lOB; 
poianee her, 104 ; at Prorldenoe, 
113, 188 1 cmUbig, 118 ; enoonn- 
ten the Cerbenu, lU: ordered 
aoaUi, 127, ISO ; In NanagBnaatt 
Bay, 320 ; loM, 30^ S12, 8S1. 

Comet. BrlUBh galley, 304. 

Commenie, Amerloan privateer, 
807. 

Cammarae.deatniyltig, W, BO, SO, 
380,302,882,888. 

France, ST. 38. 48,104, &3, ISO, 384, 
388, 378, SC3 ; Instmotlona to, 2M, 
888, 284; nrporta to, 2S0, 388, S8T, 
■43, 34S; position of, aa to 

Mo., 381 1 : 
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barlnB mssli, MS, !», 3N, H(i 
watcHed by aple*. SH; conunlB- 
•ion olBoan, MS, ITS ; pluming a 
eraiM, aST : expUiiMloiii 01,374 { 
Oid««or,3TB,3Mi MqDNt ooiii- 
»ai»«inm foT pHTmUen, an, 
W)! apologixe to Spftln. 281) Mad 
oltmlw to ^rtnteenman, asii 
pRKmn UTkl TCBsek, SM, 38ai 
MfoM Jmwl diBfta, na, 441i 
MFM«7,4tti ooiiMpand about 
pilao&an, tSMU; writs to them, 
on. 



. 8> nv. 
Omtoden^, ConUBenttJ ttigtit, 
Imllt, 302, 388 1 ocdsn tot, 388, 
MB, >n, 381, M8, «H; flttioc ODt, 
STl; COM to ua, SH; aallt for 
FiaiioB,40ei dinnaatad,«Wi at 
Hutliiiqiie, U7 ; In aerrloe, 488, 



iOT, SIO; crnUng, 098 ; 
oaptnrad, 188. B7B. 

OontMnato, Britteh frigate, SGO. 

OonBi«i8,CcmtinaitaI,ao. 3i; oou- 
aldaca naral aSiln, 31-^; ap- 
pointa oommlttecs, 31, 23, «, 38, 
81, 113 ; tnrtnMttoiiiot, to Wuh- 
li^ton, 21, eii antborlxM Alps, 
», n, SB; eatSblUm maiine 
ooipa, 94) antborim oaptnns 
and pnaoribM ihara In prliea, 
at ) proTldM for MgatM, ao, 133 : 
^oint* ofloon, X, 90) ud 
[nliB agenla, 82 1 eraatei nayj 
bnanli, 31, 39) wtabUdieB a 
Boaid of Admirsltr, 38, ST) 
■bowi lack of iDteretl, 38 i pro- 
TldM lor Beoretarr of Marina, 
36; and Agent of Uartna, SB, 3T ) 
' oommlttlmu prlvateen, 40, 48, 
143, e», TIS) piealdent of, 48, 



of pointar, 38 ) bean Hopktna'i 
report, U8) loTeitigatca him, 
111-lU) oonwiTea and dlimlnes 
him, lU, 188 ) aeeret eommlttees 
of,U^lW,»6,381, ZI»I UloptB 
a national flag, IM ) oommlttee 
of foralfn aS^n of, 2K> ; Mnds 



nanla tn Fnace, K>4, 284) dli- 
patobe* at, ud for, 264, 3W, an. 
ITS) at Yotk, 3U( ncntlonad, 
387, S37, BB8) ptMnotM Talbot, 
asS; agent of, 883) alda PeDot>- 
uot esqwdlUoD, UO; aotion lO, 
aa to annwl neatnUity, MSi 
thanb JooM, SObi appeal to, 
1188 ; rate* (^ 808, 818 ; ordKi r»- 
oaU of annedTMseb, BIS) ntfl- 
flei treaty of peaee, 618; ordera 
eale of AiUauce, 618; iHnrmw 
prlBODara, 021 ; anthorlHia retall- 
Mlon, eM, <B7| ptorfdea for 
prlioiMn, 828, 828; predatma 
■mpenalon of beetnitteB, 4S8; 
porer^ and «e«kna«i itf , on. 



Oongrees, Continental frigate, 28, 
IW.SBT. 

CODgieu, continental galley, 167, 
188, 171, 173, 174, 17B, 1TB, 177. 

Conp««, Geoigiag^ley, SM. 

Coimecticat, goreroor of, 32, 137, 
200, GI7; fii^teebDlltliiiZa, 28, 
BOl, 888, 4B8 ) navy of, 40, 81, 321, 
888; ptlratMra of, 46; attaoka 
apoD, W), ZB3, sge, 400, OTD, sti. 

Connectloat, Contineiital gondola, 
188. 

Conneotlont Blxer, 38, 200, 38T, 307, 

Connor, Timothy, 818, 648. 

Conyngbam, QtutaTiu, captain, at 
Dankiik, Xi; In oommand of 
the Bniprtae, 288 ) omiilng, and 



releued, 366 ) In oommand of the 
Revenge, 313^ 886 1 reoelTM a new 
Oommlsiion, 278 ) cmlilng, 273) 
In Bpabi, 3T4; mentioned, 3W: 
at Cad^ 387 ) at Corona, US. IBB; 
in the WeM Indlea, 880; i^ra- 
teerlng, 876 ; a prisoner, 376, 6(5, 
B46 ; aoDated of piracy, 876; bli 
oommlHlon, 378, S7T) eecwea, 
S7T, 648 ; In Holland, S7T, 484 1 on 
the Alliance, 484; at Oomna, 
488. 

Cooke, Nloholai, goremor id 
Bhode laland, 83. 

Cooper, Sunnel, lOS, OS. 



:.bv Google 



Ooop«rIUnr,«ee,4W. 

Cork, IK, BM. 

ConiwBllU, LomCbBrlM, gf 
14S, US, BIS, GT4, G15. UTS. 

Conmllli, BrltUIi taaaj, 9U, 
S»B. 

ConillA, nt, 8BB, 3CiB, 860, ISO, 661. 

CotUmao, Iteola Mloolu, oqiUln, 
44S, «7S, 471, 47B, HT. 

Oonlthttd, Jobn, eaptkln, Bd 

CmmteM of eoarboioagli, BrttlBb 
■loop of war, US, KB, 473, 474, 
400,486. 

Coortt of idmlnlty, 94, 43, 4S, 78, 
IB?, 404, GST, EM, EB4, eOO. 

Courts, unl, 34, 34. IBS, 440, 887, 
<B1-4B3; for trl&l of Cmptkln* 
Whipple Hid BuBTct, 109; of 
C>pUtn HoNelll, SIS, 313; ud 
niompBon, 313; uid SaltouiUU, 
4>7i ud LandalB, B2ff, G48j and 
NlobolRon, B(M. 

Crane, Stephen, on the Huiue 



In Pirli, I2G4; ippllee to Tw- 
gtimei, aSE; employ Hjittaii, 
363, 2TT i dliplaased, S«B 1 dUcoT- 
•n HTUiOD'a tiewlwrr, STT; n- 
tnnu boma, 328; hli ieoretaurr, 
838; nllGTed by Adami, HBi 
rooommendi Eioiiilala, 871; his 



Deuw, Coutlnenti] Irlgmte, bnlld- 
lug of, SSS ; crew for, iSB ; urrlrw 
bom Fnnce, SIS I M BoitOD, 83Bi 
Id aotlra aerrioe, asS, SW, 486, 









at FhUwMpbla, SIS, 371; naOf 
tor lea, 381) crutetn;, SSI, 403; 
OTdere for, 886, 481, 403; eoort 
martial on, 487; plane tor, MM, 
007, 806; omUlnK, SOT, BID, BBS, 
GOl; men for. Sit, SI3; omiea 
plaunod for, SBB, BBS ; Orew of, 
e oluuiBad to HagoB, 



Cropper, John, colonel, 397. 
Ct«ini Point, 161, UB, 172, 173, 174, 

ITS, 178. 177, 17& 
ComberUuid, AmartoaD prlTateer, 

406. 
Cnnnlnf bam, Cqitaln, TB, 76, 77. 



E61;herni 

Defenoe, Amerlosn pilratMr, 424. 

Def«noe, Connectlent brig, cap- 
torei tnnsports, SI, 81; omla- 
Ing, 1ST, 138; rl^ed a« a ehip, 
■21 : cralilng, 823, 828 ; take* 
prime, 323; wreaked, seo. 

TMfBnoe, Xwjland ihlp, 186. 

Delenoe, IfaasaobuietH iloop. 



SSS. 

Dale, Blchard, lieutenant, STB ; on 
the Bonhomme Blohard, 444; in 
the action wltb the Serapla, 
4B8, 460; hla Bocoant of It, 464, 
4ffi: on the Tnunbril], BBS; in 
Hill FrlsoD, 646. 

Dalton, American prlTateer, 611. 



Dartmonth, HaBsacboeetta, 4S, 88, 
IDS, 137, 138. See New Bedford. 

Dartmonth, Earl of, IB, IS. 

DaTlaon, Joieph, lleatenant. 87. 

Dawaon, Q., lieutenant, 23S, MO. 

Deane, Silas, 29; on the Naval 
Committee, 33; an t)ie Marine 
Committee. 31 ; commlialoner In 
France, BT, Sso, 2sa, 2B4; airtrea 



Degge, Jamea, lleatenant, E36. 

Delaware, atate of, 88. 

Delaware, capea of, oraldng abont, 
140, IGB, 834, 868, 3S6, BBS, 404, 411, 
6fi6; oonTOj taken to aea from, 
144; D'BMalng at, 828; enemy 
off, BBS, 602, 867. 

Delaware, Continental frigate, 26, 
38, 1«6, 341, M3, 9871 Brttlah frig- 
ate, 6S1. 

Delaware Bay and BlTar. defense 
of, «D, 241 ; veeaela fn, 63, 128, 142, 
220,378, Oil; enemy In, 181, 136, 
140, 141, 231, 311, 838, SW, S;3i 
blockade of, 1B8, 186 ; Admiral 
Howein, 241,328, 828; operationa 
In, 241-347, BSS-OSt; Tewela loat 
in, MS. 787. 

Derby, John, captain, 4. 

Derby, Blohard, UG. 

DeehoD, John, member of Mai; 

Despatch, British echoo&er, U3. 
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muDODd, BritWi trifita, UMSt, 

187. 
Udkaiuoii, CaptaiD, ML 
DlekMn, ArcbltiBld, oqiteiii, n. 
Dlgb7, Botwrt, nmi-^Omial, 603, 

OSS. 

Dlnm, TftomM, Me. 

MltKBiit, BrItUh ■chaoner, U, 13i 
Mnttri'hiir'l'f totaixmBi, 14, 40, 
70,131. 

OtUcsiit, Brttlihaloop of war, etp- 
t(U«d, *n, 318, laS i in tbs Ooctl- 
nnUl aMiry, 318, IW) <m tbe 
Panotaoot BxpedHlon, 4«, *S1, 
4K;tOHof,4t8. 

IMooMde, Btitiita44-gim ihlp, 188. 



Kagia, Amerioan piUiKKu , 481. ' 
Hag)*, Amaiinan prlTateac, 414. 
Kasle, BriUih lUp of ttelise, Itt, 

M8. 
Bui of Warwlc]^ Brltktl brigt 

XaatBiT(iT,eO,en. 
BbenewT, prba aohooiMr, 190. 
Ecllpae, Piancli piiTaWei, IM, 

eoo. 

EdsD, TllUam, 387, JTO. 
Sdwwd, BrMlih aloop, lift 

OB. 
BdirMda, BamiKwi, evtafo, BO, 

US. 
SmagliaiD* OonUnantal frlgiMi 

X, U*, a«. »7, 308, 810, SSL 



Dolphin, Britkh prirataet, 4M. 



. EUoiT, Vllllam, on tin Ifailne 
Conunttte*, 33, 138 : Mten of, 
33,30,313; on t)w Baud ol Ad- 
iiitnd^,tt,UL 



374 1 oouvanad I 
liitoai>aoket,3nij naadaa ara 
oelvluf ahlp, 135. 

Donop, CoQDt, colonel, M3, M4. 

DoD^M, Charl**, oaptain, 134, 



in. 

DovOT, UB, Wt; itiBlta of, 484. 

Dowtin, PatHdi, obtain, 836. 

Drake, Brltiali iloop of war, atH; 
battle of, with the Banger, 348, 
Stt; etmenden, 8«aj tome of, 
SSO; M Breet, SSI, 441i reported 
leoaptorad, ael ; not taken Into 
theeerrloe, 363. 

Drtng, Ihomaa, obtain, 69). 

Dniid, BrltUi aloop <d war, 131, 

DnbUn, ITS, Ml, 838. 
Doa da Daim, TreDOh thip, 442. 
««* Bonkomme KlclianL 

■kip, 



intetprlae, Cimtlnental aloop, US. 
in. 

Eataing, Comte d>, admltal, 311, 
327i aalla ftum Teolon, 3W; In 
Detawaie B^, KB; kia tone, 
323; lOt Bandr Book, 333, 33t| 
kll Ina tr n ot lopa. 333) In Namp 
ganaett Bv> S30, 381 : gee* to ee* 
and pomwt Brtti«b OeeU SSI; 
kiaaklp dianuated, 331 ; off Mew- 
port and at Boabm, I31i In ttw 
Weat Indka, 333, 3aO,48Bi fleet 
of, 331, 337, 340; at SaTannak, 
489, 4>0i aalla for Franoe, 488; 
Clfarton'i fear of, 400, 431. 

Europe, 338, 3M, 333, 668. 

Experimeni Brltlah ahlp vt lb* 
line, 146, 117, 148, 3UI, 317, 8U. 

Experiment, BrlUak aloop of war. 



Donmore, tiord, goTemor of Vir- 
ginia. 63, 92, 111, 139. 
Donmore, Brltlak prlrateet, ST. 

Dyai, Ckailea, oaptaln, 71. 



Fair Amerioan, Brittek ^tratMi, 

688. 
Fair Amerloan, Sontk Candlna 

brig, atB, 396. 
Faiifleld, OMneetiCDt, 900, 431^ 
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FalooD, Britliti iloop of wu, 4, 

14-lT. 
rail, VflUun, inpUln, 598. 



Fumr, Ameiioui iirlTatMr, S81. 
TuubAwe, Boben, oapUln,333. 
Fanuvorth, Jdiuu, 240. 
Felloltf, British prison-ahlp, 288. 
Fenol, 314, 3B8. 



nTeeil[ig,tM, , _. 

Flik, John, M^itsin, US, 134, 2S4, 
ns, laS,3BT, 188, Sll, 320. 

FI^;, Continaiittl, 64. SI, SS, IM, 
338, S88, SH. 

FIuuboToagh Head, 4M, «T, 487, 
4T«,47». 

Fleet, CODUnenUU, of Commodara 
IIapklnB,29, 90; capUina at, 2S, 
M; fltClBK out for a oralse, 82, 
SO; Balling order* for, BO-H; 
flB«Bbip of. 92 ; organlEatlon of, 
«; udls, M, OG^at AlncD,ee; at 
New ProTldenoe, 87-100 ; home- 
ward bonnd. 100 ; in action with 
the Glasgow, lol-ioe ; at New 
London, IDS; at ProTidenoe, HO; 
resaela ot,llE; ■errlcesot, IIG, 
183. 

FletcIieT. Patrick, llenteiuuit, HS. 

Flora, BiltUb frigate, 124, 2Ce, 20B, 
210, 311. 

Flora, Dntcb ship, E86, 087. 

Florida, IT, U,31B. 

Florida BlSDCa, Count, 280. 

FI7, Continental acboonei, 90, S3, 
M: Mparataa from the fleet, M; 
rejoliis the Beet, VKl; In Nan»- 
■uaett Bay, tl3; craltitig, 128- 
ISOj at New York. 138; In the 
Delaware, 19K, fflo, Ml ; ordered 



CieSi I 



»,ioe. 



Volger, John,<»ptatn. 

Foibei, Jamea, on the Board of 

Admlralt;. 88. 
Fort Qrlewold, 371. 
Fort Johnson. 404. 
Fort Hercer, 341, 243, 3*6, 



'EX 731 

Fort ITaMaa, 88, le, 2M, 383. 

Fortou niBon, 822; food In, 618, 
64B, 880 ; escapes from, 6*8, aso ; 
■abeorlptiona for prisoners In, 
648 ; exchange of prisoner* In, 
WO; Howard'! deaorlption of, 
B80. 

Fortone, Amerioan prlTateer, 232. 

Foster, Benjamin, captain, 7,6, 11, 
t2,13. 

Foster, James, 310. 

Fotheiingbam, Fatrlok, captain, 
304, we, 206. 

FoodroTsnt, Brltlah ship of tlte 
llin,SeB. 

Fewer, BrlUsb frigate, II, 131. 

Fox, Ebeneieri 333. 

Fox, British frigate, 204, 2C6, 208, 
207, 268, 312, 114. 

France, wars of, 2 : Temli fltted 
OQt in, 30, 2G3, 19B, 442, 448; lUTal 
aflalra In, 3T, 33 ; vessels ordered 
to, 108, 322, 249, 353, BTl, 646, 578, 
003. 81G ; alliance with, 170, 2tS«, 
3B1, 203, 840, 489, 400 ; interest of, 
In America, 262, 2&3; pollc; of, 
332, 266, 28«. 330; proiidcs mone; 
and snppUes f or Amerloa, 368,233, 
238; American commlsslonen 
lll.»4,2ei, 303, lOi, ZTS, m, 384, 
688, 647; treattea with, 237, 292, 
340; at war with Engluid, 382, 
32T, 442, 644, 663; naval suprein- 
aoy of, 873, 607 ; commnnlcatlon 
with, BOG, 833; naval polic; of, 
667. 

Fisnklin, Benjamin, oommla- 
Bloner, 87, IE8, 380 ; and mimister 
to France, 38, S7T, 4DC; arrive* 
m Farit, un, 3S4 1 WTltei to NiCb- 
olion, 389; dlBpleaHd, 363i ad- 



and enlistliig American prlaon- 

ers,441,443; and humane treat- 
ment of British. 447, 443; hla 
inatnictioiiB to Jones, 447, 44B; 
Jones reports to, 433, 434, 323; 
orders Landala to Paris. 488 ) 
has DO money for ships, SZ3, G24 ; 
bat some for men, 323; Jones's 
opinion of, 338; removes Lan- 
dals, S38 1 power of. In naval 
affairs, B2S ; writes to Jones, 
331; oommlMions privateers. 684, 
ESG ; oorreaponds with Ter- 
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iDprKoiiei*, Oa, 6W, M7( Con- 
jugbkin WTltM to, MH; lendi 
them mmef , MT, 848 1 hli polio; 
tomrds Xngllafa priMmen, SOX, 
SOS; prepkred to ezotunge tbem, 
CC7, OBB. 
TibdUIh, OonUnentkl Mliaaiier, 
taken Into aerrloa, S9 ; ikUa. M i 
In tbo atralt of Cw», «| 



a X price, T3 ; HoKf ord 
land of, 7* < wptors* the 
Hope, T4i Bltuked by boatt, 
TS-7T 1 take* prlMW, 8S. 

FiankUo, Pranob privateer, CM. 

Freeborn, Iiaac, oaplaln, ZSS. 

Freedom, Kasuohiuetti iloop, 
US; orders for, 136; onUaln^, 
1ST, 334] Uikai prtiea, 2Mi Id 
FiBOoe, au, ZM ; ntnnu to port, 
SM; omlalng, 289 1 o^itiiied. 



148, 147. 
Frfgatm, Cootlnantal, 3^.38, US, 
183, UC, 1», 3H, »fi, SSe, 38T, tSS. 

am, 3Bi, sn, 4as, «», 544, ns, BIS. 



Gadsden, ChrlHtopheri on tlie 

NbtmI Committee, 3S; on tbe 

Hartne Committee, 81. 
Gage, Tbomu, KCnenl, 4. 
Qalatea, BrltUh frigate, 137, STS, 

481,488. 
Oalvea, Benudo de, goremor of 

LoaUana, MB, M4. 
GhuDbier, Jamea, Tio»«dmlTa], 



'a Bar, ET3. 
Gardoqnl, Diego, 9BS. 9(8, 396. 
Gardoqol, Joaepb and Sons, 3SEI. 
Garonne River, 381, SH. 
Gupee, BrltlBh actaooner, S, 
Gatei, Horatio, general, 1(0, US, 

1T8,43I,4SB. 
Gates, Continental gaUe;, ICT. 



General Xeicer, Amerloan priva- 
teer, 381. 

Geuersl HlflUn, Amerlosn priva- 
teer, 380, 381, 331, S40, 41S, <». 

General IUffllii,CoDtliieiital aloc^ 
88. 

General Mtmk, BrlUali akx^ of 
war, EBB, SSB, SSO, sn, 831. 8m 
General Walhlngtan. 

General HonHria, SoDth OaroUna 
lblp,3aB,3M,4»l,48D. 

Goteral nckerinc Amartoan 
privataer, 418, 4U, B4>. 

Geneiml Patnam, New YoA 
■cbooner, 88. 

Gensnl Solinyler, ContlDentBl 
iloop, 88, 87, 11T. 

OenenU BnlUvau, Amerloau pri- 
vateer, 824. 

GenenI Washington, Amerlsan 
privateer, SB8, see i Contlnaital 
paoket, cei, 80B; at L'tMaat, 
808, 804; at tbe end (4 the 
var, eiSi sold, 818. Sm General 
Honk. 

George m, 188, 831, 633, 840, 60, 

eca. 
Geo r ge town , Boath Carolina, 9W, 



Germain, Lord George, 77, IBB, 301^ 

31S, 381, 834, 400, Sn, 8S1. 
GerrT.Blbrldge,a2,18. 
Gibraltar, 938, >BT. 
OllloD, Alexander, oranmodna, 



GloDOeater, 14, 18, 81, 83, 88, 7S, 

an. 
OloDoester, Amerloan privateer. 
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Good Hope, Brltlib pHwn-ililp, 

628,629. 
Ooodrtcb, John, 13S, SOT, S98, Ses. 
Ooidon.'Wlllltun, »». 
Governor TmmtHill, AmerlcaD 

prl-nteer, Kil. 
GoremoT Tiyon, BriUah prlTs- 

Otand Bauki, 388. Sae Hawfonnd- 

Gruid Toifc, AnMrio*!! pilTUMi, 

QnndTUlB, FTBDoh prlTsteer, 

«B0. 
OiBimta, John, captain of mailnM, 

U8. 
Orwsse, ComU d«, admiral, BT8, 

B74, an, Dso. 

Graaahoppo', British iloop of war, 



Great Britain, waia of, 1,2; navi- 
gatloD lam of, a, s, IB ; dbtsI 
anpramacy of , 3, [^ SB, 328, SOT, 
«S, mvBKi pollOTOf, IS,18S, 188, 
3B1, 3S3, 134. Me; «67i prlnteera 
of, 47, 4S7; pallor of France and 
Spain toinida, SSB, US, WT i ap- 
pnbenakm In, 291, tST. 4>0, BSO ; 
hoatllltlea of, wKh France, 392, 
82T, ME, eNi iritH Holland, tBt, 
GTI I adnntagea of, W. MO ; 
dUDcultlea of, 680; alaimad bf 
American crniaen, ME; pro- 
poead tnTaaion of, WT ; navr of, 
fee NaT;, British. 

-Dn,lTS,8r~ 



1 »hip, 

Grenada, 489. 

Gre;, Cbarles, general, tta. 

Grsrhannd, British frigate, T8, BT, 

482. 433, 4M. 
Grolx Roads, 443, 4in, 48G, BIS. 
Oroton, Connecticut, STl. 
GnadelODpe, 603, 6S2. 



Hacker, Hoyated, obtain, St, 121, 

230, 377, 421. 
Baerlcm, British sloop, SBG, SB7, 



606; at the end of the mr, BIS; 

sold, BUS. 8te Ileaae, Contlnoi- 

tal frigate. 
Halifax, 48. 39, 110, Ifi2, ISl, 213, 

S40, 292. 419, EH, SEE, 593, 83^ SML 
Halifax, British brig, 899. 
Halifax, British sloop of war, 487. 

Set Ranger. Continental ship- 
Hall, Captain, 29T. 
Hallet, Allen, captain, 3a),321, 385, 



Hampden, Continental brig, 116, 
121, 1 37, 185, 189. 

Hampdfn, New Hanipetaire ship, 
411, 4IS; on the Penobscot Bx- 
pedltion, 421, 432, 434. 

Hampton Boads, IIT, 118, 886. 5U, 
5T0. 

Eanoodc, John, on the Marine 
Committee, BI ; 
Congress, 106, 16 

Hanoook. American prlrateer,82I. 

fiancook. Continental frigate, 33, 
3S9i deoorlptlon of, 27, 218{ r»- 
oelvea ordtns, UT; cmiaing, W; 
cnlse planned for, «n ) cruising, 
204-Zlli captnrea tbe Fox, 204- 
306 ; meets a Britlsti sqnadron, 
207; engagement of, witli the 
Rainbow, 307-212 ; captured, 311, 
313, 288, 313, 108, 668 ; taken into 
the Brltisb navy, 314. 8e« Irla, 
BrlUsh frigate. 

HancD(& Continental Bchooner, 
TO, 73, 74, S5. 

Hannah, Continental ■chocno', 
21. 30, 81, 62. 

Haraden, Jonathan, cSiptatn, 3S1, 
3S6, 336, 3K, 330, 413, M3. 
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HardhiB, tMh, oaptatn, In oom- 
nund of tbe Def euoe, fll, 8a, 13T ; 
md of the Conf ederur, Bn, 871, 
m, m, DM ; ordered to rnaee, 
W4, Ids ; raport of, 1M ; etrlkei 
hllflag, BH. 

Htzij, Cftptkln, SIT. 

Hard;, BIT Clurlee, kdmlnl, <TB. 

n>rriet, Biltlih paclmc, IBB. 

HhtIwd, ContlneuUl echoousr. 
M, M, R, n. 

Hut, EUitu, uptaln, SIT. 

Hutley, I»ThI, MA. 

BMkeU, Mathan, Ileatnunt of 
iMttnet, aa, 

lUiuia, 318, EM, E8S, me, flOl, «S. 

Havk, BritlBli loliooiier, 101, 108. 
Hufke, Aoeriaaii prlrUeer, X*, 

a»,lB8. 
BiiAe, Continental aim; aloop, 



cniMnf, 9SS, Sao, SBS, JW, 388, 



Baielifood, John, oovuDodors, 

to, 344, 248. 
Benrj, Jobn, oaptain, no, 3M. 
Herbert, CliarlM,Wi. 
Hero, Amarfau prlTatear, SSS. 
HtMlaoi, 33S, MS, 344. 
Heme, Janpb, on the Nanl 

Committer 38i on the Martoe 



Hlnman, BUaba, llentanant, 100; 
In oommaud of tbe Cabot. IM; 

e^taln. Id oommaiid of the Al- 
fred, lai, 224. 220, 800, 301. 804, 
SIS; deTiceor. for floacliig BhipB, 
ttS; tn Forton PriioD, SW. 
Hodge, 'William, 284, 2SS, 2SS, 3T3, 



274. 



lolker, Amerloaa prlrateer, B 



Hope, Amerloan prlTsteer, EOt. 

Hope, Biitiah brig, 38». 

Hope, Brltlab brig, 413, 414. 

Hope, Brltlah tmiaport, 74, 78. 

Bi^kliui, Eaak, commodore, 98, M, 
UO, 202 ; appointed oommudAi^ 
ln.elilef of the fleet, 20. 30, St; 
hli rank dlaoaaaed, SO, SI; pre- 
nana«a»erof.Sl; at rhlladel- 
phla, M ; bis Initrnctioiu, 90, 01, 
111, 113; ordered to omlae In 
Chesapeake B^, 01, >8; disre- 
gaidt cnlert, to, W; hii ordero 
to bla eaptalna, OK, 100; repoita 
of, OS, Ul, U8, US; landa palfr 
on Hew Frvrldenoe, OS i ianea a 
manlfeato, tS; take* pilaonen, 
lOOiln tlwaotloiiwIthtbaGlaa- 
pnr. 101-104 1 takai fleet Into Nov 
London, IM; congratnlated b; 
Haaoock, 108; Ida popolari^, 
108 ; geta reemlta from tbe anaf, 
110; at Prorldenoe, 110, 111 ; dto- 
iatlaraoUan wllh, 113; ln*e«l- 
gated. Ill; defenae of, 113. IM; 
oenamed, lis ; onlend to Bhode 
liland, US; aendi a aqnadron In 
Cape Breton, W, 131; teoelTC* 
orden, ntt prapowd •ontbem 
expedition of. 117, 138. UT; at- 
taoki frigate Dlamcmil, lOS-ISTj 
Bnipen<lad,188; ditmiaaed, 188; 
oppoeva Jonaa, ue. 

Hopkina, John Bamwa, oaplaln 
of the Cabot. », »«; vonnded, 
101 ; In eommaad of the Wamn, 
US, 804, SOB, 171; report of, SIS; 
pralied.3T4: erltlal»d,37E;iiu- 
pended, STB, 4S7; umtlOBad, 

Hopkina, Stepben, on tbe Naral 
Committee, 3S, 80; on tbe 
Harlne Committee, 31; men- 
tloned, IS8. 

Hopklnaon. Francla, 38. 

Hornet, Brltldi gaUej, 804. 

Hornet, CoDtlneutal (loop, 00; In 
ilapkini'Bfleet.03.01. M; eepar- 
aiM from Uie fleet, 09; disabled, 
IDO; Id Dalawaie Ba;. 128, 131, 
142 ; oraUlng. ISO ; ordered on a 
omlae, 19B ; at aea, ISO ; In Dela- 
ware Rinr, 341. 
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EortBlei mnd OompuiT, ISi, 9H, 

sue, 261. 
Houston, Jabn, oa the Marine 



Homrd, John, BGO. 

Horn, Lord, Tio&*ilniJr»l, oom- 
muidlng Xorch American ata- 
tloii,27, B3, 189, MS, 333; Inforam- 
tlou furnished to. 27, 223, 288, 
362; reports of. SS, S4, 12S, isi; 
fleet of, IBO, 241. 31E. 329, 331 ; and 
D'Estalng, 32&J32; criticism of, 



Howe, 81i William, gensral, 77, 
1», 188, 200, 211, en, 823. 

Howe, TJiingtisim, oapMln, 105. 

Hnbbel, Captain, BlI, B12. 

Hndsou Blnr, SO, ST, IM, 181, ITt, 
19S, 2ST. 

Hnll, KngUnd, 47S, 480. 

Hall, HuBaohusettB, 410. 

Bomber Biver, 468. 480. 

Hnntet, AmerioaD priTateer, 4XL 

Banter, BriUth hoaplcal-ship, 



Bjder Ally, Amertoan prlTaWn, 

W8, S8B, BOO. 
Hrler, Adam. Dtqtt^n, 868. SOB. 
H jnion, Joeeph. captain, 263, 264. 



Independence. American, 2, 138, 



brig, 138. 
Indlen, Continental frigate, 2Stl, 

83T, 3S2, 441, 442. GSZ, 083. Set 
Boatb Carolina. Slate frigate. 

Inflexible, BriUib ihlp, 167, 169, 
170, 178, 177. 

Iniarance. 272, SOS. 

Ipswich, 4S, 73. 

Ireland, S34, 207, 270, 273, 341. 

Iris, Amerloan letter of marqae, 

Irla, Britiali frigate, 214, 558, tsa. 
Set Hancock, Continental 
frigate. 



Trisb Sea, MO, 970, 372, 2T3, 348, 



Jaok, Amerloan prlTateer, EBt, 



Jamee Blvar, 386, 580, GIO, 813. 
Jason, British Bbip. 373, 874i 

American prlTateei, 314, 408, 40R, 

410, 41L 
J^, John, minister to Spain, 406, 

408, 40Tj president of Congieu. 

088,(07. 
Jelletaoni Thomas, goTemor of 

Virginia, 608,870. 
JeffenoD, Vlrgliila tirlgantlne, 

B70. 
Jennison, William, lieutenant of 

marines, 863. 
Jersey. British prlaon-sUp, 823; 

OondlttoUB on. 028. 031; desorip- 

tiou of. 832; prisoneis on, Cttt, 

633; food on, 033, SSO; oooUng 

on, 833, 634; disposal of dead on. 

636; DiUDlWr of prisonen on, 

086 ; medical attendance on, 636, 

630; crew of, 038 ; escapes from, 

636. 
Jersey, Continental gondola, 160. 
John, Brillsb brig, 373. 
John, British letter of marqae, 

124, 128, 128, 127. 
Johnson, Henry, captain, 1S2, SH; 

in command of the Lexington. 

287; cralBlng, 260; at Horlalx. 

»6; captnred, 978; in Mill 

Johnson, British ship, 23T. 

Jonee. tchabod, captain, 7, 8. 9, 
13. 

Jones, John Pati!, appointed sen- 
ior lieatenant, 29; recommends 
a board of admiralty, 34, 33; fliat 
hoists colors, B2 ; at New PrOTt 
dence, 07; Id the action with 
the Qlasgow, 103; bis opinion of 
Hopkins, 100; in command of 
tbe FroTldenoe, 112; writes to 
Hopkins, 116; on convoy duty. 
118 ; on a cmlse, 118-121 ; escapes 
from the Solebay, 118, U9; en- 
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AUnd, m. tm: takM vwim 
tB-lS4i rapon or, Ut-UT; ■ 
Ttn* to SortoB Harbor, US; r 
Mira inrdan, M) lukof, IS 
kta toner to Xento, Uli in OM 

eelna railoai wdan, IMi l> 

flnt bolrti tba maUoml 0^, 

ftttW oat Ml Alp, MS: sail* 
for FruMO, MB; urlreB M 
KwtM, a», flS I Ui TCfMHt, MS, 
SS7; wUMb to ootmtwtfuMCT. 
MO, SIS; BnUOMd, MS; » 
PWil,>>7i AtavpotatBtntBot, 
OS, MI, MS; vlein<rf,tM; M>- 
hitn tb« rrMieh tMf, Sn-tK; 
mdTioo<A MI; omklnB, Ml-M; 
npon itf, >B->4a, SIS, MS; U 
Orrlokfergm, Ml. Ml; 




4B; at Ci>vu, 4Bi U L'Ottoat, 
im, att; a^Mta id, MS; r««»- 
tti« A* AlllMM. n; IM; 



atamgaat tto AiM, B 



liaD.BSIi view* of, tn, sn; «<• 
fBiidtd bjr TraUan, IBS; ap- 
polntad toeoBBud Ife* Amwl- 



liUerew,4U,MS: bli iqiuulniii. 
MS; Ul Ttom, Mt-MT; tall Id- 
■traotloiu from mnUIn, U7, 
MS, MB, IM; Btgni a ooncordat, 
MS, im, 7U; blunM Ijuidib, 
MS; TCfMHti to FnUlkliD, MS, 
«0, 48S, UT, «B, 473, Ot; plot 
•■aliut,M>; hli liutnictloiu to 
hli capUOni, 4W; uil« on s 
orolw, «HI; hw tmalUe wttb 
I^iulBlfl, Ul, Ul ; lOM Kiiiie ot 
bli men, 4E2 1 pUiia an attack on 
l»tb,4BS-4»i fear ot, UC, M); 
otiier plant of, US; In the actko 
*ftb the SantpU, «7-4T0 ; bit 
oonnge, 171; takM oommuid 
of tbe Seraplt, 4TB ; British In 
■earob of, 47B, 47B, 48Pi arrji 
at the Teul, Wl i annojvnoa I 
to, tU ; MUM a ^rate, U 



JojoBt, Jtdkn, captain, SSL 
Jnlliu Oemr, Brttteh aUp, US. 
Jonlna Bmtoa, Ameiloan pilva- 

taer, BBl. 
Juno, Brltlab tottar of maiqoe, Sa. 

Katj, Bliode blsaa akx^, IB, SI, 
SS, «*, n, ID. Sm ProTMone, 
CiHitlnsital Bloop. 

Keppel, Aognitu, admiral, SIS, 

Kesilar, John, BIS, tW, EEl, «& 

SOT. 
Knoz,Vllllain,SS«. 

I^d; WaihlngtOB, American i^ 

Tatear, 7S, 7S, Tt. 
Ladj WuhlniloD, ContlngntSl 

taller, BS, 87, B8. 
LafarMtc, HarquH de, 4W, 4«^ 

4U; E7S, SSI. 
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INDEX 

control 



laka ChunpUli 

of, 161, 1S3, m; Aznenoui neec 
OD,ia3,I6a;ililpbnll<llugoii,16S, 
lU; BiltlBb fleet on, 184, 1ST ; 
tntUee on, 168-173. 171-171. 

Lftbe Pontcliartndn, ass, 3M. 

lombert, John, optnin, 182, 3X1. 

ijLTiiiai., Pierre, Mplsln, In oom- 
jnand of the AUlanoe, 371, 438, 
Ua, SW, MO, 717 ) mntlneen plot 
SgaiDBt, 440j tempenment of, 
443, M4: laiabDrdlnBtloll of. 401. 
4112; treaolieiy of, 473) ordered 
a Parii, 48S; eharge* ig&lnst, 
*lB4;ML*0rl- 
>n of.B37, mSi 
lesumea ooDunand of Alliuioe, 
BM; bah»TlMOf,(129i oonrt-mir- 
tlaled and dlamlawd from tlie 
naTy, AM. 

Lugdon, John, 32, 33. WL 

lAugdon, Richard. GIO. 

lAngQodoo, Fnnoh iblp of the 
Ihie, 332. 

Lark, British frleate, 3M. 

Laoreiu, Henry, SOS, S4a, sW. 

Ijuireiu, John, colonel, 548. 

France, 3T, 310, BM, 2n, 285, 383, 

Bsr, cas. 

Lae, Charle*, gcaieral. 140, 147, 148, 
214. 

I«e, John, Mpt-i", 2S4, 379. 

Lee, Richard Henrj, on the Narml 
Committee, 23, 38 ; on the Ma- 
rine Canunittee, 81 ; letten of, 
8»I, 398. 

Lee, Continental galley, IBT. 

Lee, Continental iohooner, M, 68, 
Tl, 73, 78, 

Lee, Georgia galley, 384. 

Leith, 4fi34«i. 

Leslie, Alexander, genenl, GW. 

Letters of marqne, 42. See Priva- 

Levant, British letter ot marque. 



327. 

Lewtg, FranolB, on the Harlue 
Conimlttee, SI ; on the Board of 
Admiralty, 38. 

Lexington, battle uf , 4, T. 

Lexington, Condnental brig, 
takes a prlie, lU ; In Delaware 
Bay, 142; orders for, IG8 ; In the 
West Indies, lU ; captured and 



reoaptured, US, 191 ; In France, 
267; on a crulee, 369; chased by 
Britlah ship, 270; at Morlali, 
270; amines of, 374 ; ordered to be 
sequestered, SI4 ; onlered ta sea 



Lluoolu, Benjamin, general, 48^ 

490. 403, WT. 
Uuee, John, eq>taln, 4, 14, 10, 

16. 
Little, Oen^e, lientenant, OlOi 



Little, Lutlier, □ 

Urely, Brltlsb frigate, ft 
Llrerpool, 3S2, 443, 487. 
Urerpoal, Britdsb trigUe, 111, 131. 

140, 141,243,244, SM. 
Loire Elrer, 388, MO, KI. 
London, 383, 267, ST7. 
Long Island, Boston Harbor, 0, 

Long Island, Charleston HartKir, 

146,148. 

Long Island, New York, 80, 88, 
137,200, 330, 017, Gn, 

Long Island Sonnd, 116, 130, 968, 
399, 403, 068, ell. 

Lonsdale, British bark, 234. 

Lord North, British prlTateST, 
307. 

L'Orient. Reprisal at, SCO, 280; 
prises at, 309, 260, 373, 303 ; Bos- 
ton at. 3GA ; Bonhomme Richard 
at, 442, 448 ; AUlaDOC at, 480, im. 
037, MS, 682, 603 ; Ariel at, 030, 
031; prisoners at, 603. 

Loois XTI, 116, 2S3, 2£S, 3T4, £80, 
4B8, KiO, 039, 563, 611, 

Lonlsburg. 2, 12a. 123, 419, 

Louisiana, 38, 393. 

LoyeU. Solomon, general, on the 
Penobscot ExpeditiOD, 421; re- 
port of, 424, 426, 427 ; Journal of, 
4!S, 429; preparing tor attack, 
428, 431 ; writes to BallonstaU, 
438, 43S; not supported, 430; in- 
adequate force of, 436. 

Loyal Conrert, Brlctsh gondola, 
167, 177. 
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738 INDEX 

LondiM*, m, iM, i», m, M, an. 



lant, CntUnB. Haatsdaot, 401, 



Lnnt, HeaiT, llentenaiit, m, tn. 
Laiiton, OrcqWi MI, SNi 



u,ta,n. 

I^unhann Bftj, BT4, 

I^nx, Brttbh iloop of mx, UB. 

M wtter ^ Edwvd, ^ptalii. 5B0. 
■cDoogal, John, Ueatenaat, HU. 
KachlM, e, 7, 10, 13, IB, 13a,aa», Efli. 
M.-M.. libenr, Hmuhnietti 

■loop, U, U, «, 7«^ 13S. 
HcIIalll, Daniel, uptalii, 3U, 411. 
M oHani, Hectoi, owUin, In oom- 

muid of tba BoMon, US, 1G7. aoa 1 

report of , SOB, 3(M, »e-»8, lU ; 

eonrMnutlsl of, sis, S13. 
lUcpbanon, John, eapUln, US, 

Hadtoon, June*, on the Boanl of 
AdmlnlQ, M. 

Hagulflqne, Flencb iblp of Uie 
Udc, «I0. 

yfthfP^ ^, X,, oqtt&tn, A60. 

Maine. 8, 134, 101, SIB, 371, 3TT, 613, 
HZ, S«7. 

HaJHbagadaee, 419, 431, 133. «te 
Bagadnee. 

Manlflf, JobQ, Captain, In oom- 
maDd of tlie Lea, M i onilM of, 
ffr, ea, es ; liked by Vaahlngton, 
67 ; oaptiuwi the Nancy, t& ; and 
tba Concord, W i oommodora of 
WaahlngtiMi'i fleet, 70 ; engagm 
~B, 71, 72 ; glrea np 



of the frigate Hancock, 74, Ifi7, 
202. SM; on a cnilM, 303-211: 
(utpmrae the Toi, ao*-, engages 
a BrltlBb tquadron, 207-211; 
itrUies hU flag, all, 213: crlu- 
clied, 113, 314, 311 ; a prisoner 
In New York, 214) releued, 813; 
acquitted by ooort-nurtlal, lU ; 



tn«, 408-411 ; lakee priaee, 410 ; 

fl^rta a British frigate, 410^ 4U ; 

in oommandof the Hagn«,flOB; 

report of, 303, tat; In MID 

Fri>on,Ofa. 
MaitiMHiad, Si, O), B«, 74, BB. 
Much, John, oalonel, 41S. 
Margaretta, BriUili acItiKHiar, 7, B, 

0,10,11,13. 
MiLTia, Btttiih letter o( BtBrqaa^ 

■7S.374. 
Maria, British •ehooner, 1C7, lO^ 

171, ITS, 170, 177. 
HarlDe, Amuriesn, schleremenla 

HariiM CfMinalttee, 30, 31, 34, "i 
raambenof,31; employs sgcoilB 
for building fiiga tea, 83 i «sd>t- 
ed by ttwrj boaxds and agents, 
™ "- inaiperienoe of, 33i St; 



of , -wltb HopkiiH 111, 1 
of. III, 137-130, lt!7, lOT, iOl, lOB- 
IK, no, 313. !S1, 30B,Be».3TO, 379- 
381, see, 401, 403, 4(n, 404; inter- 
Togatea offioen, 113; reporU to, 
lis. in, 140, 301, 904, aOI, 391, 238, 
240,301,337,338.373; fllaoatrea- 
lels, 138; aendBfarRippIiea.llB; 
InTeetl^tea Hopkins, 188; plans 
of. 188,188.317, 300.314,878; lat- 
ter of, to NsTy Board, 374, S7E; 
succeeded by Doord of Admir- 
alty, 40T; rooommends trial of 
mntlneerg, 440, 441; glTSa full 
power to Franklin, Cas ; on pris- 
oners, asi, «6T. 

Marine C017S. established, M; at 
New Providence, B6, B7; In Pen- 
obw»t Bay, 491, 42E, 42B, 427, 438, 
4». 

Marqnis de I.a&tyette. French let- 
ter of msr^ne, 343, BttO, 1104. 

Mars, British brig, ESO. 

Mars, MBSUcbnsetMahlp, 013, GIB, 
SW, 042, MI, BBl. 

Manila, Britlsli letter of marque, 

Martha's TIneyard, 338, SS3, IH, 
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a, oiptaln, SI, 69, : 



gran of, 4, T, 11, IS, «, D, SB; 
lUTj of, li, W, W, 132, IN, ISO. 
38C,tIl,BlS,Sgi,iei,BM; MsBtM 
bDlltlii,»,M,SM; prlnMenof, 
46, 46; prin ooniu mtMiOtbea 
ln,«; a«iieraIOoiiTto(,Ut,»8, 
«», 4», US. Sni Board of Tw 
of, 3S1, 3M, 188, n>; Oonnoll ol, 
n>; 4B1; Sti ont PMiDtooot K>- 
p«dMi», 41<Mai) oommtttM of 
Inqnli; ot, OB. 

MMHehnMtto, MM brig:, UB; 
oralalng, ISB, SM; l»kea piiio, 
US, an; oiuMd ttj Uh Bnttsh, 
1»; lnFTaI■oe,S1^981; retunu 
bame, 388; omliiDB, t3T. SW. 

——'"—«■ B«7, 90, SB, T3, Sg, 
138, 188, US, U8, (M. 

lUtttj, Sjrre, senenl, SW. 

■Mhew, Bdmrd, ganeral, MB, 
MT. 

MattlMwiiun, Lake, liMMnaiit, 



Hareliatit. Stapben, otptalD, S3B. 
MBToaiy. Contlnantal paoket, DOS, 
Merltn, Britkh Hoop of nr, H4, 

Heimftld, Biltbh f rlgKU, IS*. 
Mirrlmu) RtTer. 38. 838, SU. 
Hiddtatoii. Charla*. oomptitdlar 

of British DftTJ, M, ET. 

Wlf ord, Brltltfi frigate. In BoMod 
bwtMiT, 81; OKptnm the War- 
icn, -Sti eneonnten tbe rrarl- 
deooe, tU; and the Alfred, ISS, 
ISS; ei^igM tlie Tuikee Hero, 
ISO, IBli eaptam bra, ItSi 
AiQBrksan prlMmen on, 1S8, BK; 
■MuohtOr.iss, lB7,3Ca; runs tbe 
Cil>atMbare,lSO,Ul; oniiilnc, 



: bealtb in, H* ; 

eec*pe* f rom, S16,M1; ezolunge 

of pilMmais In. tts. 
Ulnrava, American prlratera, SSL 
HfaMTTS. BrltUb brig, SSO. 
MinerTB. Brltlih sblp, sat, 888. 
"* -pi KlTBr, SO, 188, ass, SH. 

BritiBH Bbip of tbe line. 



Hontgomerj', Amerfoan prlrv 

teer.aro. 
Hontgomely, Amerloan prirs- 

Montgomeij, American priTii- 

tera. «BS. 
Hontgomgi;, CoaMnental frlgatl^ 

Montpimerf . New Yorh iloop, 88, 

UoDtgomn;, FsnnajrlTanla abtp, 

Hoore, JwMe, mldshlpmaD, T, S, 
8,10. 

Horlalx. 870, 27B. 

HorrlB. Robert, on tbe Katlna 
Commlttaa. SI i Jonea write* to, 
M. las, EZT, SIS; auperlDteDdBDt 
□t fliunce, 88 ; a^iit of marine, 
ST. SG6, ST6 1 aota for tbe Marine 
Committee, 198 ; orden of, IBS, 
198; instnictlouB of, to S*irj, 
SSS, BSD ; report of. 688 ; lendi 
Barney to tbe West Indlea, 803 1 
leltera of uid orden of, 801, SOB, 
B19; bnjri another ihlp, SOB; blS 
Tlowi of naval pollCT. SIS. 

Horrii, Continental loboonei, 888. 

Uorrlt. Continental ablp, 893. 

Hoeqolto, CODtineutal aloop, UOv 

MoDl'tde, WUUam, colonel, US, 
Howatt. Heniy, ciqitain, IS, tU, 
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MB, MO, KT. 
Kairar, Vlllikm. «•, MO. 
Knttny, <n, UB, m, SSB, «>, «», 

EST, SM, MS, ttl. 



Nutuket Scudl, 8, IT, Tl, Tt, US, 

M3, 873, art, 3M, US. 
MuU^ KB, Ml, OS. VT, », SIS, 

NuniAat, 117, isi, ise, SIS, ns, 

410, SSS. 
MuiaguMn BtT. S, SB, lU, 110, 

Ua, 3ST, SOi, sot, SM, S8B, SU. 
NautUiu, Brltllli sloop of w&r, IDT, 

10>. m, 4», 43S, 431. 
NaatUii* liland, 431, 4M. 
ITanl sdmiDlstntlan, »), 23, Sl-M, 

siT-eao, eeii in Euguod, bh, b^ 
IX, tea. 

NaTsl Commlttaa, 23, S4, SO, 37; 

reooDunendattoiu of, 23; oigan- 
ina k llMt, 3S; aaUiOTlied to 
ttgipotatiMetm, SB; ood reporti 
m lilt, 30; D»mb«n of, on M»- 
lins OonunltMe, SI; flti ont * 
BMt, SI, SO ; expln^ 32 : liutnui- 
tiona and orOm of, BO, si, S3. 

naTkl Mgislntloa, 30, 21, 22, as- 
36, 38, », 91, 3^-43, ES, 04, 90, St, 
US, 104, 18^ 8M, 601-634. 

NftTll potior, 31, St, 33, 333, Sie. 

BftTal snpTenwc;. 'Sm 6«a powsr. 

NitIm of the statea, SS-42. 

Hkt; Board. 33; of Middle Dto- 
triOt,33,3a3; of Eastern District, 
S3, S4, SS4, 370. BTS, W3, 42a, 611; 
dntlei of, 34 ; abolitlOD of, 37, 407. 

Nai7, Britisb, condlUon of. E2-fi8, 
680; politics In, 02, 57, 08; 
ttreutrtb of, tL3; dioicaltles of, 
B4-JW, 660; coimptlon Id. GS-B7, 
660 1 Iniabordlaalian In ud de- 
■ertioiu from, KJi7 ; laclt of dls- 
oipllne In, BT; traditions of, 63, 
600; qoarreli In, GID. GTO, 660; In 
17T5,M;lnl778,180; In 1777, 288, 
388; tn 1778, 63, 363; in 1779, 487; 



Vmrj, Codttnenty, 30; fU«t tag- 
gestlon of, 21 ; beglunlngi of, ^ 
33; captorsi of, J4; rt^olattona 
tor, 34, 686; flratTSMelS tar,3S; 
frlgatei tot, SS, 26; Diflcen for, 
28, 3S, lS2,ST6;niimbeTOf irfBocira 
mnd men In. 2S; orxanizatlDn (tf, 
83i sdmlnlJtratlan of, ST; In- 
jured by prlTateerlng, 4B-al; bs- 
■ooUted with atue naTln and 
priTatsen, SI; itreDgtli of, G3, 
M ; drat lou itf, IBl ; In detensa 
of Philadelphia, 341 ; raaaala pro- 
aarad In Franoe for, SIS. 364, 
266. 286; mtafortOBM Of, 811; tn 
1776, 179, ISl; In ITTT, 388-38a; In 
177S, aSt, S8I-38S; tn Vm, S6T, 
48B, 486; tn ITSO, S1S,H1 i tn ITSl, 
67S, ST6 ; tn 1T83, 079, 688 ; tn ITSS, 
613; endot.6U:diSonlttMand 
waakneaa of, S61; men of, SSt. 
683 ; ofHoera of, 663 ; leKHti to 
commaroe deetrajlnK, StB, SSS; 
InteroepUng mppllea, 668, SB; 
ahonld hare been Mronget, 661^ 



687,601-603; latloDB and p^ tn, 
0»ti llstofshli«tn,TaO) UM of 
offlosn In, 7M, 

Neptune, British sliip, SML 

Keotral powen and flags, 43, lOT, 
268, 281, aOO, 4M, 443, 4S2, 4B3, GSe, 
642, WS. 800, 662. 807, 608, 000. 

Nerlns. Jamoe, captain. S62. 

New Bedford, 88. 190, 193, Iftt. MT, 
210, 333, 380. See Dartmonth. 

New Broom. Amarlcan privateer, 

esi. 

NewbuiTport, 36. 46, 1S2. MB, 964, 
636. 

New England, waters of, IT; pro- 
poeed oonqueat of, IB, IB, jn, 
3S2; nav; board In, 88; franUer 
of. 161 ; proposed Heparation Vf, 
161, 173; ■eotariug popolatloii 
of, 800. 

Newfoandland, 338, 189, 3S(, tiO, 

Newfoondland, Banks at, I, US, 

366,383,608,811,819. 
New Hampshire, frigate boUt In, 
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»,3B.UBj naT7o(,41; prlTMeen 
01,46) attkck apm, pluuuid. ail, 
391 i aldi FenotiKiot EzpedlUon, 



Nswnuii, WingatB, ««pUln, US. 

H«warlMna,M,iaa. 

Newport, S; BTiUm fteet Bt. IK. 
110, UT, SMt Rttwik upon, 
plMUMd, StO; IVbtalug utl*M 
■(, no, 8SS; BoobunbMn 4t, IK)7; 
riaiiBb iMt Bt, SOT, 073, 074! 
French adnlna at. en. 

Hflw PioTldetica, expedltton to, 
to, M, lU, 114 ; powder kt, W, 98; 
gK>*Briior of, B7, 98, 99, lOOj CBp- 
tnie of, BSi gnus from, US t leo- 
oDd expedition to, aot-aw; third 
expedition to. ON, 084. 

Hew ToA, llMt fitted ont in, 31, 
88 1 MgatM built in, SO, 30 1 dbt; 
of , 41 ! beadqairten of Uie onsf , 
74! committee of ufet; of, a8{ 
ooenpled bj the Brittsb. 99, 387) 
■cddlere sent to, lU; Brltiih 
annj' In, 101, 819 ) prlaonera at, 
314, 388, au-«3t, 827-888 1 acmB- 
ment fnmi, Wt; D'BMidnK off, 
tat, 8)0) Brltlib fleet at, 820; 
priratMr* of, 188, 804, 487 1 Brtt- 
leh reluforoemenu frcnn, 480; 
WiBhington before, 078 : BrlUA 
ta*i loMOf, 880 1 eTwmatioii of, 
ordered, 080 ; prkou end priian 
Bhlpi ^ on, 83T>6Uj BrltUh 



a gondola, 



Wew To*, O 
187,171. 

NIoholBi, Saranel, captain of ma- 
linee. at Haw prorldenoe, 88 ; 
letter of, 07, 99, 101, 101; oom- 
nunds landing partj, 97 ; cap- 
ture! the torn, 98, OS; In the 
action with the OlsBgow, 102. 

Kieboleon, Janua, captain, 139, 
183; Id oommsnd of the Vir- 
ginia, 199, 807; loHl hU Bllip. 
808; ordered to command the 
Tnimball. 408; report of. 409- 
G03) to eommaod a >qaadn>ii. 



007. 

Nioboleon, John, captain. Oil. 

Xlcholaon, Bamoel, eaptalD, IB 
France, 2(9 ; In England, 388; 
WBtobed bf iplee, 264 1 on a 
cniiae, 387 i at Bt Halo, 289; In 
oommuui of Qie Deane, 380, 81S, 
871, 008; on — '" 






,401; 



lUatlng men, 083 ; re- 
lieved of command, 898) oonrt- 
martlaled, 008. 

KixoD, John, on the Hbtt Board. 
38. 

KobIIMb, Harqnli de, French am- 
bawador In Knglaod, 388, 380. 

Noddle'! Island, iklrmlah on, 0. 

North, Ixird, 10, 383, 4TS. 

North, BHttih Hoop of war, (31, 
433. 4M. 

North Carolina, qbtt of, 41, UOi 
•nemr In, BI, 137, 140. 

North River, tOt. 

North Sea, 168, 178, 3TB, 480, 484,08^ 

Norton, Benjamin, captain, 3, 

Nuvalk, ConueoUcnt. 400. 

Notre Dame, South Carolina brig, 
180, 388, 387, 481, 480. 

Nora Bcotia, IS, 119, IH, 388, 3B0^ 
418, Oil, 017, 090. 

O'BrMn, Jeremiah, captain. 7,8; 
eaptoTM the Margaretta, 0, 10) 
thanked b; the General Conrt, 
11, 11; take* two other tmbcIb, 
ll,lS;at Vatertown, IB ; In the 
■tate aerrice, 14, 131) In Mill 
Priw>Tt,846. 

ObBflrTeT,BritlIh»laopafwar,e«S. 

Ocracoke Inlet, 41, 341. 

Oflcera of Continental itBTy, Drat 
sppoint«l,38, 29 ; nomber of , 9B ) 
onlformi of, 30 ; oommlMloned 
in Prance, 88, 360 ; In state or 
private Mrvice. 01 ; rank of, ee. 
tabUshed, 183 ) critielam of, ISS; 
In 1781, E76 1 training of, 618, 618, 
668 ; qnallflcatloiu of, 881; II«t 

of, 704. 

Oliver Cromwell, American priva- 
teer, 382, 388. 

Oliver Cromwell, Connectlcat 
■hip, 331, 322, 323, 390, 301, 828. 
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■TS.SH, SIB,S11 
Orphmu, Britlah Mgmte, in, DBL 
OnUUan, Oomte d', Bdmbal, HT, 



OtUr, Biitlih ikiap of war, U 
w, US, MMes, W7, HB, laa. 

Ozfoid, BHtlitimi^on, IIT, U 



J«Ma'> iqiudTon, ME, UZ, IBS, 
4H, «H, m ) (avMna tbe O — 
Mm of Boubaraagli, 471, 
Itentsiuuit of, 4n; at ~ ' 



FUllssr, Sir Hagli, adnilnl, BID. 
Pui*, 38, IIW, 3H, K4, S3T, 483, IBS, 

MZ,S38. 
Parker, Bit Peter, oommodoro, MC, 

hrker, TlmoUiy, c^taln, KB, ttt. 
. Fktilat, Brltlih brlK, Sn, 374. 
Peace, oodoIiuIod of , 619, SU, S1& 
Poarl, BrlUdi fiigMe, US, 331, Ml, 



487, 472, 474, 47B, 482. 

Taggj, Brltlih iblp, 85. 

niiiiirlTania,frlgAteatnillt 111,91, 
X; UTT of, 40, IW, 140, 349, MS, 
aiO, 381, SSSi printoen of, 40, 

PCauAsoot B«7, nV. ««8, STT, BOI. 

BO ; mlUtarf aod navkl f oroe for, 
41^ 411 ; prorUoia tor, tf 1, 422 ; 
Innmctions for, ti2t ulla from 
BiMtoD, 42S; urWea In tin ba^, 
428 ; operaUon* of,UB-4Sl! fan- 
ore of, 433-481; diBCiualMi of. 



Penilona, 24. 

reppenell, WUllam, 3, tlS. 

FhllulelphliL, frlgfttea built at, 38 ; 
carf board at, 33 ; fleet fitting 
ontat, 90; Howe at, 241; British 
occapatloD of. 2ii, 2ST,3oa; de- 
fenaeaaf.Hl, 3ti;prlTateeniof, 



FMladelphla, ConUnenUl (on- 

doU, ISB, ITL 
PhilUp»,1TllUBm, gansnl, no^ RX. 
Phipa, William. 3; lU. 
Rumlx. BrttUh M«n> Mjh ■?, 

8B. an. lU, Ut. 

~ naa, <T«irti1ii. ill. 



ai3,U3.' 
PioUM, VUliam, eaptain, 3SS,1M, 



tinantal aeliooiMr, MS, Kt. 
Pindar, Jclm, fTptilni CSL 
PmtanU Lewli, 81B. 
Firaii7,3,3rH,S7<l,at6. 



Ptynumth, Bnf^aiMl, TB, SU, 3tt, 

■77, SB, M% 848. 
Ptrmoatb, HaasMlHUaMa, 4S, •!, 



Point Judith, SOS, 831. 

Polaure, TreaiOt iloap of «>r, 4M. 

Pole, Brttbh prtntaer, 3)0, 3U, 

Pollook, OUT«r, DBTal ^smX, 10, 

S8,38e,8M. 
PoIlTi AB«rloan prlTMnr, HO. 
FOIlf, Bloop, T. 

Pol^, Soalh Carotin tvlg, ». 
Portland. j!«Falmonth. 
Porto Ktoo, 180. 

Fortamoolii. England, 181, sn, 

PortamonUi, Bew Hampahlre, 18, 
U(i,Ui,a2a,atf,aB«,SM,siE,8G(, 

S74, 408, 438, no. ON. 



PortOKal, 181. MO, 541. 
Potter, Tboroaa, ItenUnant, SOOi 
Pownalboroligh, 45. 
Preble, Edward, mldihlpmaa, 
613; lientenant, 687. 
■rlDCe Edvard iBload. Sei St. 
JohD'i, Island of. 
>rlaoe Ferdinand, BrlUlh brig, 
373. 



:.bv Google 



PriDgle, Tbomu, oapUln, N, UT, 
U8, m, i;i, ITS, BOS. 

fHicllla, Biltlsti iblp, «B. 

Fiisonen, tnobuige ot, BS, too, 
«S, ffil, SO, «aO, 637, OS, MB, SM, 
ttS, nt, 6S8 j mptore, treatsunit, 
and dltparal of, OO, «S,sl,fll, lis, 
US, HO, 37B, OB, MO, 481, aZl-SBS; 
ImpraHd oi Indaaad.liito Brlt- 
Wi ■«^TlO^ 1«, ISl, UO, 181,150, 
OM, 847 i weU ttMted, 178, IM, OS, 



•M,«Ti on 
durd, 48S ; >t th« Texel. 48a, ttS ; 
M Now Toik, WS; on primi- 
■hlin, 821, 827-488, 881, SBS; at 
Halifax anil Ncwf oantUaud, 838 ; 
In Europe, 838; In KngllBb 
prlBOiu, 842^880 ; dulled vitli 
tniwn,|B4a, 848; In Hill Frlnm, 
8tt-S«8 : inbaorlptkuiH for. 843 ; 
tcoaUd wonw than the French, 
844; pntrlotilm at, 047; In For- 
tOD Frlioii, 048; lelewa of, 848, 



w Turk, SJ8, 
6S-4M, e>T<«B«, S», 814: In Brit- 
Uh porta, 187, tSS, tOS; at Holl- 
lu, B2Bi at Antigua, 861 ; at Boa- 
ton and Kew London, SKk 

FriraMeilnK, In oolonlal ttmea, 1; 
daring the RerolutlOD, 43, Ua ; 
attraotloni of, 4B-fil,no, 430 1 twd 
featorea of, 48, 49, me, 800; In 
1775, 70; in 1778, 148, ISO; in 1T77, 
388; In 1T7B, m, SOS ; In I7T8, 488, 
487; in 1780,044; InllSl.GTO; In 
1TSZ and 1788, SU;l>oata engaged 
In, 888; aTerdeTe1opinent(d,883; 
faith in, 884. 

FrivatMn. Amerloan oommls- 
»ioning of, 30, SB ; piixea of, 24, 
Bl, 8B6, 098; oommlHloned In 
Franca, 88, 48, B84, sae ; In Ubh*- 
chnMtta, 43, 48; In otber itatea, 
48, 48; under Continental oonv 
mlaalona, 48, 180, 288, 863, 488, 
844, EtTS, 813 ; ntuntwr and f oroe 
of, 4E-47; commluioned In the 
West Indlei, 48, 233, 180; draw 
■ - ■' -\, 110, 
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Oi^tana br tbe Bdtidi, tai , 487 ; 
in BoMon, 231 ; abont Nova 
SooUa, 298, 814, an, 888; in Span. 
iih port*, 384, VE; In foreign 
watera, 384, 270-371, 273-384, 884, 
088; in Frenob parti, 380, 098 ; on 
tbe FenobMot expedition, 431, 



for, OH. See PriTBiaerlDg. 

Prlvatean, Brltim, 47, »), 884, 487. 

Priua, oonrtafor trial of, reoom. 
m«Dd«d, 34; IbaiM In, 14, St; 
agenta for, SI; dlapoaal of, 88, 
73; onirta for, 48, 48, 307, 8*7, 
BSB; in Bpanlih porW, 3SB; in 
rrenob porta, 188, 387, 180. 308 ; 
■ale ot, 367, 280; reatared to 
British, lae, 181 ; taken in BrltUOl 
waters, 289, 273, ISO i Vergennes'i 
opinion of, 174; delar In nle of , 



1777, 289; In 177B, 881; In 1 



SI; in 



Harjlaod bftrge, G97. 
Huuchoaetta frigate, 
013, EU, GIG. BIT. G«l, Ml. 
FroTidence, 8, 18, 110, 111, 118, 187, 

30E, 3s^eoe. 

ProTtdence, Continental frtgMo. 
28; dimeualDn* of, 28; InFrort- 
denoe SlTer, IBS, 188, 100, 187; 
nuMtlMbkiefcade,30a,388; aalli 
' Taaee,iin; at Boston, S88; 



craiaing, BS2- 
408, 481 ; oralsing, 492 ; oaptnred, 
4ST. 043 : taken into the British 
service, 497. 

Proridence, Continental gondola, 
108. 

FrovldBnce, Continental sloop, 10, 
SB, W, BS; BrmameDt of, M; at 
Kew FroTidence, 97; in tbe ao- 
tlon with the OUsgow, 107; at 
New London, 109; aent to New 
YoA. 112; returns to Pniil- 
denoe, US; on conTOj dnt;, 118; 
cruising, lls-llt ; encoonten the 
Solebaf and HUford, 118, 119; 
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an ; cmltlng, 3TT. ITS, XS ; oap- 
tuna tlie Diligent, S18i on ttie 
FraobMOt BipwUtloii, OO, 12^ 
424i toMof,4M. 
TVoTldenoa Hirer, IBS, 1ST, Ut, 



Qnebeo, 1, OS, M, «S, KB, ITT, tlS. 

Qaebee, BrltUh frigftto, SW, <W. 

Qaeen of Fnutoa, CouMDeattl 
frlnn, aSS; M Boeton, SWt In 
•oure MTTto*, to, ttBi ordan 
tor. Ml, Ml I OD a omlM, m- 
in i cbajigm Mmunuidcn, BTS; 
dnlMllg, K>-3»; at Chmiieaton, 



Qmro, AnuTlcui KboonBr. *■ 
Qalbenm Bt^j. UB, S38, H0,M1. 
QotDer, Jatiah, 8. 



B&Inbow, BrltUi 4t«aii sblp, 308, 

210, 111, ue, sss, no. 

Riitonftble, BritUi iblp of the 

line, au, ni, saa, m, <a2, 4BS, 

H1,B4& 
BalelKh, ContiiienUl frlgUe, SI, 
386; UunchlDg of, US, IM ; re- 
--' — 1 orden, IM; crnliiDK- 



falls hi vtUi ■ BrltUh oonro;, 
231, 23Ti In action with the Dinld, 
SSb-SSSi foUom ttw oonro;, 229 ; 
aiilTei In rranoe, 180, ITBi 
homeward bonnd, 2W \ cmistng 
in the WeM Indies, 301-KB : faUi 
in with Brttlah ihlpi, SOt, 312 ; 
obiaed by them,9aSi urlnaM 
Portinioath.aOl; ordered to U*. 



lU,' uUi from Boston, >U; 
Bhuad bj BrttUb ihipe and en- 
(agta tbem, SIS-SU; captured, 
SU; taken Into the British eer- 
Hoe, SIS i lOM of, 3S1 ; at CbaiiM- 
tco,tM. 
'tii"V"tii, Brittth Ihip of the Una, 

aoL 

Randolpli, Continental frigate, 
ae, MS, M i M FhlladelplUa, ISB; 
blockaded ia Delaware Ban 
USi raoelves omlilng oiden, 
US I at aea, IM, IM; at Cbartn- 
ton, IM, 21« ; otdared aonth, SU, 
330i ilaknaM on, SlTt oraUbif, 
and lakea pilna. Sit i ordoed 
to Fnuiae, 211', In Vranoe,27l) 
retamB to AjMrlca. 2atj fon* 
ta, MS; eralring, MS; In aetkn 
with tlie TarmoaUi, 2M, MTi 
blowi up, MT; lOM of, 2Se, tU. 
■IS, Ml. 

Banger, Cootlnantal ihlp, at 
Fonamontb, IM, 213; anuamnt 
of, UBi Mil* for France, 3Wi ar- 
riTei at Nantea, MO, 2TS, 33T( In 
aerrioe, 3Sl; in Qnlberon Bar, 
MS; Mlntai the French Bag, IM, 
MO; at Brtat, Ml; aalb on a 
OTTiiM, Ml; at Oarrlakfargns, 
3i2. SU; at WhltehATen, SI!; in 
aoUon with the I>rakB,MS, UBi 
foroe of, 3S0; cMw of, XQ; n- 
ported eaptnied, SSI; condltiooi 
on, 3S1; Blmpaon In command 
of, SSa; homeward hound, )Ht 
anlTe* at Fortimonth, SSC ; in 
■errlae, 083; oidei* for, 8S8; Uk 
Boeton, 3T3, SI4 ; on aoniiae, S7k> 
S74 ; f ^*f prlua, B73 ; oroislilg, 
tSftJSB; at Cbarieaton,*!*, 4>li 
prliea of, Ml; in aerrlce, IM; 
crnlalng, 402; In tlie Coopac 
SlTer,WT; logof.fOT; captnred, 
40T, Ht; taken Into the Brltlih 
Herrlce, 407; her prlsoneiB, OSS- 
Ranger, Frenoli prlTateer, dDl. 

Rathbnme, John Peck, captain. 
In oommand of the Prorldenae, 
101, H7, 20S, vn-, of the Qoean 
of Franco, 37B, 8TB, S82. 

Head, Oeorge. on the Marine tJom- 
mittecSl. 

Bead, nomaa, captain, SdS, 4M. 

Bebecea, prlie ahlp, SOS. 
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Bedtuink, Ml, M3. !«, 9U. 

Beeil, Josepb, eolouel, it; |ii««I- 
dant of FemuTlTanla, S91. 

BeDown, Britlih ihlp of Hie lino, 
78,80, M,3Sa, iM,vx,fae. 

BeDOwn, Ttrglnla ship, BTO. 

Bepriskl, ContlnBnal bdg. 189; 
In DaUwira B«7, Id ; oiderad 
to MaitiiilqiM, 1«2; uili, US; 
takM priaM, IM; mg«g«a tha 
Sbark, 144,l«li (»^nIor, UB; 
TOfkgo ta rnaoe, U8; utItm 
M MutM, US, SM, m ; prlM of , 
IW, ISa, IBT) aroMng. », Ml 
MI-'OTlant, «»,3a0i oMendto 
■all, 1307; obased t>r ft Brltlib 

■Up, mi mt Bt. uoo, no, »S; 

omlwi of, 371 1 oidend to ba w- 
qQMterad, 374; onlsied to Ha, 
>TS; bomewudbaDiul, 319; loat 
U*M,37B, KT; pHcoaer* takoi 
by.BSt. 

Bepubllo, Amartoui prtrktsar, 
ne. 

Bepablio, MauaotnuMti iloop, 
133,136. 

Bap'il*'>< CoDtinental zetMO, 3U, 
MS. 

Beaiatanee, CosUnautal brlgsn- 
tlDS, 3ST, 811, BIS, SS, 301. 

_._ . ■--n priTmteer, 



Beaolatloo, AmerlovL prlTsteer, 



Retallatloii, Amerioui prlTSteer, 
SIT, BIB. 

BetaliatloD, Oontlneiital brigin- 
tlne,38!. 

Berenge, Amerloan privataat, 
2M). 

Berengo, Ameilcui prlnWer, 333. 

BBTBnge, Anurleui pilvaleer, SIS. 

BeTmgc^ Amsiioui prtratMr, 
EBB. 

BBrenge, Brldili brig, 383, 337, 
388. 

BoTBiigA, Continental ontMr, 268, 
Sfifi; fitting otit, 213; omUlng, 
273, 374; in Spuilsli pons, 2T4, 
SB6; >^1b from Bilbao, SS7; at 
Cadli. SBT; at Feirol, 3S8; In 
tbe Weat Indisa, BS8, S60, 381; 



prlaea of, 380, 381; In aeirlDO, 
383; at FhlladetpUa, 378; aold 
and fitted oat aa a pilnteai, 
S7S; oaptnred, 378, 198. 
Berenge, Continental aofaotmer. 



condltlana of, OB, B6B. 

Shodfl bland, 3 ; aawmbljr of, 31 ; 
delegaMs frno, 21 ; gorernorof, 
S3, S ; tnatniotlona of, 36 ; frig- 
ates tmllt In, 3S, 36 ; naTj of, 3», 
T0:priTateenof,48,BS; Brlttth 
fleet at, 187, 114, 127, U6 ; D'Sa- 
talng at, 331, B32 ; eraonaled by 
Amnloaai, 334 ; protection of, 
383. 

Blebellea Blnr, 181, 183. 



Rioot, Phn^^ Nioolaa, OpBdn, . 
llfi, 171, 711. 

brig. US, 137. 
Blilng Btataa, American pilra- 

tear, 618. 
Robinaon, laatah, captain, US, 330. 
Boblnaon, Jamei, captain, IBB. 
Boblnaon, Bobert, Ueatenant, 444, 



Bochambeau, Comts de, general, 

B07,S78. 
KocklDgham, Maiqnla of, ITS. 
Bodner, Sir Oeoige BrTdgaa, ad- 

minl, ee, 319; no, m, 633, sia, 

ETl, 673, 673, ESO, ES8, 603. 
Boebnok,BHtlib 44«iui ahlp, 194, 

131, 140, 141, Ull,a<3,34t, 3ta,4M, 

496,488,366,303,331. 
Bogras, Joalaa, captain, 660. 
Bomolna, Britlah 41«nn ahlp, 401, 

4B6, 509, E7D. 
Bopea, Darid, captain, 803. 
Boae, BrlUab frigate, SB, BI, BB, 107, 

IflB, IM. 
Borer, JUnarioan priTataer, 270. 
Bover, American privateer, 336. 
Royal Oeorgt, Brltlab letter of 

marqne. HI. 
Boyml Oijc, Btltiib Bblp of tbe 

Royal Sarage, Continental 
achooner. ISB, 180, 171. 
Baron da, 303. 
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St. AnpudDS, 333. 

Bt. Cbrtotophai. 23T, BU. 

Bb Croix, UO, BW. 

Bt. SoitMliu, U», IflO, US, UT, IBS, 

«M, STl, S73, <m, BM. 
St. 0«i»cs'> Cbmnnel, m. 
St. John, Brltlsli acbooner, 
St. Jabn'B, Ouiad*, in, Wi tH. 



Sandy Hook, 19^ I3B, ISO, nT, Ml 
, 414, BIT, OH. 

Smu FmiT, rrvnota prinMer, MB. 

SuMoKa, m, sa^ ISL 

Buatogft, Contliieiital skx^ of 

«u, 184, GOT, BOB, BOt, SID. GU, 

S44,BH, ITS. 
Baitbie, X. de, Treaeli mlnMBi 

of numne, sei, SSS, 2W, 441, 44% 



St. Lurranoe TOnr and QnU, SB, I 
es,l«i,iai. 

Bt Utio, M9, ITD, 371. 
Bt. Hut's Iile, S41. 
Sc Noialre, M9, 3M. 
St. Nlcholaa Hols, IBS. 
8c Piem, 144, 407. 
St. 



SaltiboiT, as, 133, sae. 

S&ltst. nnu, oaptoin, 429, 433. 

SftlloiiataU, Dadle;, oaptaln. In 
oommiuid of tha Alfred, !», 94; 
ordered to Philadelphia, 113; In- 
TMClgated and exonerated, 113 ; 
ordered to sea, ISO; MtOs and 
lakee prliei, 301; in oammand 
of prlvateen, 301, SOI; and of 
the Warren, |87^ STB, 420; In 
naval oammand of the Penob- 
■oot;Szpadltloii,421ihiilnatnio- 
.- . ,_^j3^ 



tallB to SDppoit the arm;, 437, 

418 : letter of KaT7 Board to, 42S, 

430; dlsmlaaed from the nKvy, 

487. 
BaJtoiutall, ODbert, captain of 

marlnee. Ma, E04. 
Balutea to American flag, UK, 100, 

280, 338-341, 3ST. 
Bampeon, Simeon, oaptaln, 134, 

238, 320, S13, B40. 
Ban Domingo, 2119. 



Sandwich, BriOsb packet, 403. 



Bootland, n, S«t, 34S, MT. 4B3, SS8. 

Saa Flower, priie achoimer, ISO. 

Seaman, Captain, 1(8. 

.Be» powM, S3, S2B, 047, im, BIK 
B80, 6C9, «B«, 666, WT, «8. 
lacrelaty of Marine, 38. 

Selkirk, Earl of, 347, 3U. 

Selman, John, oaptaln, A3, flB, 0& 

SerapU, Brlttah 44.gim ihlp, In 
action with tbv EonlumuDA 
Klohard, 467-4T0, 4TE, 480; cap- 
tain of, 4SB,4ff7; annenden, 46i^ 
470; exploalon on, 468; arma- 
ment of. 471; crew of, 471; loesea 
of. 4T1; iujoriea to, 472,- her 
boat BIDlen, 477; repaired, 478; 
Jonea In oammand ot, 478, TDD ; 
at L'Orient, 4SG: pnrchaae o^ 
considered, 436, BSS, KM; cmlM 
planned for, G3B; capture of, 611. 

Berem, British ahip, 321, 

Shark. British sloop of war, 14i 

eld, Joseph, oivtatn, 39D. 
Sheffield, Bobert, captain, GSBl 
Sherborne, Andrew, 383, 043. 

~ . oan, John, oaptaln, SOL 
Ships and tsssoIb, list ot : Aeetn^ 

Aohillea, Aotseon, Active (4), 
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Admlnl Dlgby, Admiral DoS, 
Adnlnl Kepi>el,Almnii,Albui7, 
Alert. Alezuider, AUrad, Alll. 
inoe, America, Ampbllrlu (2), 
Andrew Dorla, ApoUu, Aigo, 
ATiadoe. Ariel, Auoruice, Aa- 
trea, AtalanU, Aogtula, Au- 
rora, ATCDture, BaUielor, Bel- 
llBuliu, Black Prince, Black 
FrlnceM, Blonde, Bolton, Bon- 
bomnM Klcbaid, BoKiwen, Boa- 
ton (9), Bourbon, BTloole, Brla- 
tol. Biutord, Cabot, Cunden, 
Canel, Camilla, Carleton, Ca- 
iTifort, OerboM, Cena, Oeit, 



M (1), Coooeetleati Connral- 
11*, ConntsM at Boarborongb, 

lud, Cjfoiu, Dalttm, Deue, 
Defence (4), DeUwara, Deapatch, 
Dtamoad, Diligent (D), IHomede, 
DolpUn (3), Drake, Dmld, Dae 

more, B*cle (S), Bad of Wai- 
irlok, Ebanenr, Xollpie, Ed- 
ward, RIHngliain, BndeaTor, So- 
tarpriH, Bxperlmwat (3), Fair 
Amerloan (l),raioao,Fann},Fe- 
Bolty, FtnmMle, Flora (>), Wly, 
Fornme, Fosdrojauti Ftnre;. 
Fox, Franklin (1), Freedom, 
Frlendahlp, Oalati*. Chupee, 
Qatea, General Oatea, Oeneral 



1 Moul- 
trie, Oeneral Plokerlnf , Qaneral 
Fatnam, General 8^ni;Ier, Gen- 
end Snlllnui, a«nral'Wa«lilng- 
ton, GlaigoiT, Glonoaner, Gold- 
en Eagle, Good Hope, Oorer- 
Dor TrunUnill, OoTemoT Tryon, 
Gnnd Turk, GrandrlUe, Graw- 
bopper, GreeDwlchrGrerhaand, 
~ ' , Hagoe, Halifax (2), 

' J-- (3), Han- 

ooek (S), "f""***, Harriet, Har- 
riaon. Hawk, Hawke (.2). Hazard, 
Hero, Htbemla, Holdemeaa, 
H<dker, Hope (4), Hornet (9), 



HUD,! 



IT Ally, 



Indien, In- 
flexible, Irla (9), Isabella, Jack, 
Jaaon, JaSersoD, Jerse; (>), Jobn 
(2), Johnson, Jnllna Cnear, Ja- 
nlua Bnitna, Juno, Katy, Iddy 
WMbtagton (2), I^angnedoc, 
Lark, Lee {8), Ijerant, Lexing- 
ton, IJb«ty 13), Ll*el;. Urer- 
pool, Lonedale, Lord Nortb, 
Loyal ConTert, Ljnoh, Lynx, 
HaohlaB Liberty, KaKHlflcine, 
Margaretta, Maria (a). HargnU 
de Lafayette, r — "" " — — 



. . Nancy (■), 
itilua, Neptone, IfewBroMn, 
New Haven, Mew Sork, Mortb, 
Kotre Dame, Obaerrer, OllTer 
Cromvell (3), Oipbeua, Otter, 
Oxford, Pallas (3), Patriot. Pearl, 
PBggj, PWIadolpbla, Pbiralx, 
Plgot, Polacn, Pole, Polly (S), 
Prince Ferdinand. Prlnoe Wil- 
liam, Prtsclllik, Pioteotor (2), 
ProTldence (3), Quebec, Qneen 
of France, Qnaro, Baceboree, 
Kalnbow, BalnnstilB, Ralilgta, 
Biunlllea. Randolpb, Banger(S), 
Bebecca, Banown (9), B^nlsal, 
Bepnbllo (3), BeiHilBe, Bodst- 
Beaotatlon (3), Bestor»- 



lep). 



Ing States, Boebuok, Bcmulns, 
Bose, Bonr (I), Boyal George, 
Koy^ Oak, Soyal SaTage, 
Sachem, Bt. John, Sandwlab (S), 
Sans Peur, Saratoga, BBTSge, 
Bcammell, Soorpkni (3), Be* 
Flower, Serapla, Berem, Bbaik, 
Sir Villlam Kreldne, Bkyrocket, 
Snow Eagle, Solebay, Bmueraet, 
Sonth Carolina, Sparlln, Bpeed- 
weU, Bphynx, SpltOre (3), Bpy, 
etrombolo. Surprise (>), Swal- 
low, Swan, Sybil, Syren, Tapna- 
qnlah, Tartar (3|, Teaser. Tnnp- 
est. Terrible, Tluunea, Tbomaa, 
'Diom, Three Brothen, Thunder 
(3), Thunderer, Totxigo, 3M- 
paasy, Trlnmidi, Trne Briton, 
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oUa, Unlooni, Union (>}. DnftT 
(axTancMuw* (l),Taia», Tletor, 




gtaeditj, Bunnel, lleaCeiunt, H; 

Smitb, EdWMil, UsnWiunt-fola- 

lM.7M.7n. 
Snow Kagle, BifUiIi packat, HV. 

Solcbv, Brltlah trlgitt. iu, US, 

M, BiltWi llilp of Um Uaa, 



80lltllC>ndllM,T«aMili>f, lT;nmT7 

ot.u,ua, »s,sn, 4M,e«9,w<i 
priTawan at, «{ enemr tn, n, 
Ua, 4W, 4M-WT. 



BM. Ut, SH, MS. Am Indlen. 

fiontter, Dwiid, e^uln, 13S, tST. 

Bpkln, mn of, t; iut>1 agena 
In, t8; pni*idM monej for 
AaieriaB.3S8,aK; piurtaol, open 
to AnurioiD*, 3SB, 3W>, SBS, SBT. 
■M, •»{ ooMt Of , an ; and Horoo- 
MhSai) Elng^,Sl;<UipoitttoB 
Of, SM, «t7, aUj mlnlMSr to, «»; 
IUT7 of, on; at war Witli En(- 
UjhI, SMi uvsl polioy of, 867. 

BpwUn, BntlBti prlTBtOM, 4U. 



Rpbju, BrtUA M^to, M^ HI. 
■T.HL 





SnlUnn'B bUnd, IM, 148, «B. 
SoipriM, BritUi frlKats, UD, 4U. 
SnrpriH, Conttoental higgw, Si^ 

»>, Ml, »T, n& 
SorpilM, ContloantR) Bloom 3M, 

S8T. 

Swallow, Ameiloan pilialuui, DS5. 

Bwan. Brtttali aloop of wai, 107, lot. 

8wed«i,3M. 

SjtiU, BritWi filiate, 6BI, BOO, apr. 

Brren, Brltiili tilgats, HS, 1«. 



Talbot, sua*, najor, 311; i^>tnna 
tbe Figot, S»; UentananMido- 
nal and naTal captain, Mh SMt; 
In oomnund of the Argo, Mi, 
«9;apTlwiDer,BU,Me. 
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Teuer, Anuriotm privateer, in. 
Tempest, Tlrgtnk eblp, ETO. 
TenUT, CherftUer de, mdiiilril,SOT. 
Terrible, Biltlih tup of tlie line, 

US. 
Toxel, the, 400, 481, MS, «8«, S8S, BM, 



[Q oonunuul of Ot» Ritlelgti. IH, 
M; Olden tor, UST, lU; ToporCi 
Of, 221, 3», «a, SOlj orltleluii ot, 
no, IM, ns; dlBmlawd from tbe 
aa.vj, 313 i reUerad, sit. 

Tborn, Bntleli ship, 4(0, 4U; 
Amerfeu prlnner, 4I5-41B. 

"nree Brathen, Brltfebprlnteer, 



Tobego. Britbh iloop of war, 

eo7. 

Torpedoea, US, 161, UG, Ut, 
Tortola, IsUnd of, Ml, gu. 
Toulon, S27, 328. 
Townaend. Htlne, 4££. 



Tnnaporta, BrlUeti, 22, 98, M, W, 
61, 88, 71, 74, TB, KkS4, S«, IIS-IIB, 
122, 12S, 138, 14B, 188,201, US, S08, 
S73,482. 

Tre&tiei, 287,292, SID, BOS, G37. 5m 
AlUaooe wlcti Fimiioe. 

Trenton, battle of, 80. 

TrepusjF, Biltl^ biig, SSO, BS2, 



Tros BrttoQ, Britiali mmipoTt, 

221. 
Tmlte, Soath CuoUni ablp, Mt, 

488. 
Tmmlrall, JonaUuu, Koretiioi, 

U7, 100, E17. 
Trombnll, Amarlcwi privUeec, 



TnuubnU, Oontineatal trlcate, 
28, 381 ; In tbe Cmnectloat 
river, 188, 19S, 200; niuble to get 
out, 200, 201, »7, 307,382 ; floated 
orertbe bar, 488, 408; ordered 
to Hea, 498; wile, 4S0 ; In action 
with U» Watt, 48IMI06j lessee 
of, EOl; foroe of, Ml, 802; to 
eralse witb a iquadron. G0e,507; 
refitting, SOi; orders for, IM, 
BOS; In tbe Delaware RItsf, BIO, 
Bll, Sia, EBB. US I In lemca, S44; 
■alia, BES} in action iiltb lb« 
Irie, BB7 ; oapEored, BS7, BBS, E1E. 

Trumbull, Continental gaUej, 187, 
172, ir 



Tnok, vmiam, nptaln, 826. 

Tnoker, SBmnel, captain, in oom- 
maud of tbe Franklin, 11 ; and 
oftbeEancock, 74; takes prliee, 
74, BE; In conunoDd of the Boe- 
tOD, 352, 378; Ilia loBtnictlons, 
8B3. STO; at Bordeaux, SG4; r»- 
portot,3Sfi; at Cliarleaton, 4M; 
In oonunand of tbe Tbom, 028; 
oaptored, Bffi; escapee, 823. 

Tapper, BenJ ' " ' 
oolonel, ST. 

Trbee, 402, 403. 

IJrannlolde, If 
133; omlelnx. 183,134, 134; takai 
prises, 3H ; ohaeed 1^ ttie Brit- 
ieh, 28B, 230; retami to port, 
288; cnilaing, 233, 820, S8B, 888- 



Uuloom, Brttiih trlgate, 231, ns. 



Trinmpb, BrlCteli frigate, ESS, SSt. I BOB. 



Union, British letter of nuuqoo. 



^cb, Google 



Vnlwi, Brltlah pTlnM«i,Ml. 

Unity, BrlCUb iltlp, n. 

Unit}, Hoop. 7, a, Ut U, U. Sat 

HMhlHUbeitf. 
U*h*nt, M, KB. 
UBMht, tmtj at, Wt. 

Tklomir IiUiuI, IHI, in, IBB, WO, 

ITS. 
T(ng«, JoMpb, n^taln, MB, TIT, 



ContiBCBMl brig, «», 
t. «M, TIT. 
~ brlcMM. 




■ffain, KB; admlM . 
BrtUib propertT, MO, Ml ; ylelda 
toBrltlflb demandt, an; his rm- 
•Dlu,3se: hllpmmlMa, 268,974; 
Ui opinion of prim, 7Ji \ oor- 
TMpondenos of, >t>oat ptlra- 
tMTS, BBS, 1ST, E3t 1 WioMngton 
WTltn to, MT. 
Teinon, WUliBm, od "SxtJ Board, 
SB, 4S0; IsKen to, S3, S^ 313; 
lottnn from, W, SOS, BOB, SOT. MS, 
no, 111, BU) on prlTStearing, 
4B. 

Tnmllia>,9St,>n,Mi. 
Tiotor, Britbh brig, MS, iio. 
TltUuit, BritlBb arawd ship, HB. 
Tinorat, HiobohM, eaptkla, 39T. 
Tin«;aid Bonnd, 4, SSB, BBS. 
Tiper, BriUih letter of maiqna, 
sn. 

TIikIdIb, naTT of, 40, 41, m, ISO, 
402, BIO, BSTj printoen of. W; 
gOTOiDor of, SB, 92, ISB, EM; cap« 
of, 12T, 140; Corawallls In, 670, 
B7S, ST4. Set CfaMapeake Bay. 

Tliglula, Continental tilgalfl, j<; 
at Baltimore. 19*; blootouted, 
19B, 2ST; acta ull, S07i la cap- 
tDied.30e{ lou of, SOS, 311. set; 
Britlih frigate, 433, 4SS. 434, 4M. 



WalUngf old, Bamosl. Untannrt 

of marluaa, S4S, 341, 319. 
Ward, AitMnaB, genWKl, 14. 77. It, 

Ward, JONph, ooloiMl, TO, 74. 

Wanei, KUaha, o^itain, U9, iSt. 

Wanen, Jamea, on Kary Board, 
S8,4B0. 

Taim, ContinenUl frigate. 2B; 
dtaueuknuiif, 2B; In Prarktanoa 
RllW.tBB,US,MO,lSl;I 



»7«;d 

4BTi on the F 

tloa, 420^ IM, <«■ *n, «B,~ ISti 

loasof.48B. 

'Wairen, Contlnantil ■ahoaner.Bl, 
n,TS,gl,8«, BS.S14. 

Warwick Neck. IBS, ISO. SBB. 

'Waahington, Qeoige, geneial, tX 
Cambridge, 13, SSj organlnB 
fleeta, a), 31, BQ, B4, TO, Tl, M i In- 
atmctloii* to. 22, B2 ; rank of, BO; 
takea oommand of the annT,BB i 
hli OTdera to Brong^ton, W, BS) 
MTget expedltlco to Bermuda, 
02; hiineed of powder. 81, Ml 
dtaapproTHa condoot of oi^ 
talni, », BB ; hla fleet, M, 74, U, 

BS,ss, se.ST.ai^4]Si r ■-- 

of hia oiewi, BT; pralM 
BT, Tl ; deaorlbea tba *t 



dOM,T0!B__ 

Taaaela, Tl; goM to New ToA, 
T4| BB; Ward leporta to, TT, 78, 
B2i Hopklna ordered to teporl 
to. 90 : lend* aoldien to naTj and 
leealla them, IIO; mentioned. 
BaiT7 report* to, BOO; 



Bttaok on Newport, S 
New York, 400, 491, BIS i ace 
co^Miratlon with French ft 
SOT; latter of, SW;t1««* of, 
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•M pcnniT, HI, BBS; wtitiM of, 
MS, KKi In TliKlnl>i On, 174) 
Jonca wiltiB to. HTl; report to, 
611 ; <» treMment ol pHMoen, 
03, BM( OD tlMlT •xebuigB, <B>, 
StT; ootTwpondi wltli Britteh 
oommuideiv, 023, 6S3; reoelTea 
oomplklnti of treMmsnt of 
pibonen, sn. 

Waabinfton, ContlnenUl bilgan- 
tuie,e4,8e,e7, n, B6. 

Vtihingtoa, Contlnentkl frigate, 
ae, iw, H3. isT, BOB, BID, am. 

Wnhlngtoa, CoQtlneiital galley, 
80,87, 8S. 

Washington, Continental gallay, 
1«7, MS, 171, 171, in, 174, IIS. 17«. 

Vasp, Continental aelMOBer, 90; 
JiKni tbt fleet, BS, M, M; at Hew 



the flrat, 101; t 



WateiiHUT, DaTid, genoni, 188, 

Ue, 17% IT*, ITT. 
Watart, Daniel, captain, Tl, 78, 

38fi, 41E. 418, 417, 429. 
Walertown. 7, 13, % 73. 
Tatson, William, 88, 07. 
WatKHi, Wlnalow C., 1TB. 
Watt, Britlih letter of maiqne, 

4>9,S(H,E44. 
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